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7 20! HAY bong g and Pipe Ac 
_ uce, witl þ Wh yon 
1 Author 
8 2 of the following ets, has 
Dy drawn this — . upon 

5 in hopes you will receive my Lar 


<& have honour* 


2 17 'with the fame Candor and Benignte 
that you have always treated my Fer- 
fs and excuſe the ill Perforrgance of 2 


rer by the good | Intentions of 2 
Cbriſtian. 


A 3 * 


The Dedication. 


* 


As you . are not a Stranger to the 
Courſe of my Studies, and never cenſur'd 
my Converſation with the Maſas, for a 
Practice inconſiſtent with the Profeſſion 
of a Divine; ſo I entreat you now to 
look with a more favourable Aſpect upon 
my faint Endeavour and to Patronize 
that Poetry, which has no other Deſign 
than to inflame Devotion, and recom- 
mend Scripture. | 


When I conſider your former Dili- 
gence and Induſtry in the. Diſcharge of 
your Paſtoral Office in this Dioceſe, and 
your ſtrict and regular Adherence to all 
the Conſtitutions and Uſages of our 
Church; I am forc'd to believe, that any 
thing which ſues for your Protection in 
defence of Piety, and is offer'd as an 
Acknowledgment for paſt Favours, wall 
not be diſagreeable to you in your pre- 
e 8 


What 


The Dedication. Vii 


V hat an Happineſs inn to Church und 
State, 'when'the-' Gentlemau atitt dhe . 
vine, when the: Scholar and the c(briſtian 
are united in the ſame Perſon d And 
what Influence muſt the Fxumipletut 4 
Clergyman'. of your Rrth and Fortune 
have upon Others, who have beonz{u re- 

markable for the Conduct _ 0s 
ment of um own Liſe 4 NT b 


oe 


0 11913593017 
"Yeni Rhaviohes as a !Panſhe 
Prieft, and your conſtant Reſidence on a 
Countrey- Cure; ; your Love for, bur 
Brethren of the Eſtabliſn'd (church. and 
your Affability and Goodneſa to all you, | 
Neighbours, were a/preſent Comtort to 
thoſe that knew you, and a ſtrong Pre- 
{ige what the World might farther ex- 
pect, when Providence ſhould advance 
you to the Inheritance of your Ance- 
ſtors, and bleſs. von with one of tithe 
moſt plentiful and reputable Eſtates: of 
your Native ae 1121814 


viii The Dedication. 


'Tis obſervable, that Others of your 
Rank and Quality have taken the Gown 
upon them, to Bar the Bread, and Enjoy 
the Honours; But You, to perform the: 
Duties of the Church, and adorn the 
Character of a Clergymas : And having 
thus acquainted your felf with the La- 
bours and Neceſſities of your own Ore 
der, You ſeem rais'd for the Suecour and 
Protection of theſe, whom you account- 
ed your! F ellourSerrants at the ditar. 


| our: very Entrance upon your For- 
tune, did immediately diſplay your Good- 
neſs to this Dioceſe, and give us the moſt 
early Proofs, that Long Acquaintance, Good 
| . and Diſtreſs d Innocence, are 

8 uppermoſt 1 in your eh Mind. 


The only Misfortune which we of chi 
County are to lament to our ſelves, and 
regret to Warwickſhire, is, that you were 
preferr'd away from us before you could 
receive that Small, but Only Diſtinction 


of 


The Dedication, ix 
of Honour, which the Rural Clergy had 
prepar'd for you: And permit me, Sir, 
to add further upon this Head, That your 
conſtant Zeal in eſpouſing my Intereſt, as 
often as there was occaſion for a Proctor 
in Convocation, and your wonderful Hu- 
mility and Condeſcenſion, in deſigning to 
accept of me for your Colle 
next Election, is what ſhall always be 
remember'd with Pleaſure, and mention'd 
with Gratitude, by, 


Reverend Sir, 
4 1722. Tour moſt Humble, and | 
Moſt Obedient Servant, 


'Tho. Coney. 
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HE ſaid ſo much in the 
1 uo following Eſlays concer- 
N ning Devotional Books - and 

Ry Divine Poetry, that there is 
but little Occafion at preſent, - 
xpence of more Time and Paper, in 

a long Preface. However, ſomething muſt 
be offer d, in deference to the Gentle Rea - 
der; and I wiſh that any thing may be ſuffi- 
cient to excuſe the Raſbneſs of the Author. 


Tbe beſt Apology which I can at this time 
think of, is, that the greateſt. Part of the 
enſuing Papers were the Products of my 
Tounger Studies, and ſome of my Firſt At- 

' fempts 


Nii | The Preface. 


rempts in Divinity. They have lain by me 
in e many Tears, and were never 


c 
® of 


Td AR) Loy os eee * 
ge e luis in incunber am body's | 


: The Proſe-Part has bees ſeveral times re- 


vis'd, an ected, according As mp. Humqur 
led me, BY Hhougis e ſelf improv'd' in 
the Englifh Tongue; But the Poetry (be- 


ing a Study which I have long abandon d) 


has receip'd but few Additions or Alterations 
inte the firff Com ſure. bs 0 += 
ns, . Jp 8 x A. * G 75 | — 


For the Truth of what I nom afſers, I can 
appeal to ſeveral of my own Profeſſion why 
are ib Ftioing, and did peruſe the Copy for 
Hieen of Prteen Tears ag 4 if One 
Perſon iu particular, of the greateſt Emigtnce 
ia the church, (aud may be long cone inte fo 
ſo be Happineſs of this Dioceſe''Y {ball 
think A favourably of this Performance in 
Pint, as be did in Manuſcript, I [hall 
bz no" way diftur'd ' at the Cenſures and 


| Cavity of 4 Pollte, and teſs Judicious _ | | 


\ 0 9 * 
© i "What a 
RAE SY EVE) 
*. 


5 o r f — 
The'-Preface; wit 
"IN (G1 unn 4805 ns * 18 * Act e 1A 


1 may be my Fare; A in Anchor; 
Ian w ſure that I bad a good Intention in 

Writing; und Ae n Pub d no 
— View,” tlic, of "doing ſorts" der biet 0 
A W thinks," the arne. maß 
4 Laden, aud rhe" Tiny "of "WP Dee 
Jon ghin Approbition, tho my Whilities a 


called in "mad the Wan by 
my Mailers expoit 0 cha. Pp F 


1 W ät 8 


if any Indulgenerr are as le br anted; or 
any Allowances are to be made to a Bad 
Witter, 1 batt 4 juſt Olin #0 mo" of 

them, both from ty — — "Co 
tioth, and that" * Sicuztion 0 the Plats 
where 7 oe, | qr ob. ws | IT - 1 
dey Oe wee gere a roo 
" "with wy Numbers, Inch well art bin 
# bis owh Poctical Language, How Pegs⸗ 
ſtts can be otherwiſe" than dull when bY 
drinks of nothing elſe but ſtanding Lakes 


and Pudled Waters * Or how can the high- 


ef d . Horſ e poſſibly avoid ſtumbling and 
ines! fin! kin , 


xiv The 1 


* when be treads —_— * 


Tho TOR; we + know, are wy 4 Par- 
ling. Streams, and Shady. Groves, and al- 
ways make choice of 4 ſerene Air to breathe, 
and 4 commodious Countrey. to dwell in: If 
they are fore d from their Beloved Climate, 
their ions will ſoon ſbew their Unea - 
fineſs, and their moulting Featbers and 
_ was * 4 _ Dif, contens 
\ ** Great Gale is. true, may ns 
Wonders in any Part ＋ the World, aud 
Bœotia m "ſometimes glory is. as Homer, 
4 Pindar, an Epaminondas, or 4 Plutarch; 
But the Lowneſs of the Countrey moſt com- 
monly flattens Invention, . the Indiſpoſition of 
the Body cramps the Mind; and that Author 
has ſeldom Spirit or Fancy in bis 
Writings, who. has but few. Intervals, from 
the Ague, ibe Dropſie, or the Stone. 
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The Preface, xv 


However, under theſe Diſadvantages 1 
bar e veniur'd my Poems and Meditations 
abroad in the World, and ſhall leave it to 
the Reader's Judgment, whether the Publi- 
cation of them be juſtifiable in this Polite 
and Learned Age, and muſt entirely depend 
upon the Workings of God's Grace for their 
| Succeſs and Influence on the Minds of peni- 
tent and well-diſpoſed Chriſtians. 
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Of Devotional Books. 

S the Church of wy has been n 
Reform'd from the Corruptions of Rome, 
Legally Eftabliſh'd upon the Foundation of Seri. 
pture and Antiguity: So the good Providence of 

God has given her ſuch a Succeſſion of Dutiful Sons, as 

have neither wanted Courage to aſſert her Dectrine. nor 

Learning to defend her Diſcipline. Polemical Divinity ſeems 

in a great meaſure to have been the Province of the 

Engliſh Clergy ; and Hereticks and Settaries of all ſorts and 

denominations, have felt the Weight of their Arm, and 

the Force of their ments. | 

But then, leſt reading of Centroverſie ſhould erigroſs rod 
much of the Time of the Layiry, and angry Diſputes and 
perverſe Fanglings ſhould alienate their Affections from 

Subſtantial Pier; there have not been wanting ſome + 

Healing and peaceable Divints, who have furniſh'd us with 

the moſt perfect Syſtems of Practical Knowledge, and 

have ſeaſon'd and inſpirited the Dryneſs of Morality with 
rar Ornaments of Speech, and che Brightneſs of 
toric, | | 

That part of Divinity which ſeems to have been leaſt 

cultivated amongſt us, is Devorional Writing : And I am 

induc'd ro believe, that che Proviſion, which the Church 

has made by the Variety of Offices in her Publick Li. 

B ; : 
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of Arti 


2 Of Devotional Books, 


turgy has been thought ſufficient by ſome to ſuperſede any 
future Attempts; and chat the wild Cantings and ſpiritu- 
al Boaſts of dur modern Enthuſiaſts Have dererr'd Others 
from Underakhiigs'sr thik pitere.- 2 


Bur whatever ma have been this Cariſe bl this Omiſ- 
fion, It. 180 Min thar fonte a de Herter, (who 
have been indin'd to Tetinquith the World, and to ap- 
propriate rhe reſt of their Days ro Piery,) have thought 
; ne; oblig d to act in theig-Devoticual, as he Chil- 
dren-of Iſrac! ſometimes fig int Political Capacity : 
For ag chat enſlav'd Nation wat forc'd,. in, the Scarcity 

erz and for want of Conveniencies in their own 


+ Canis an Corr, £0 ge dawn. te the, Phil ſtines to ſhar 
tee, e hee Men pe — 
Foreign * to whet and brighten their * > 1 
Aſſiſtan m. Nein iſh for. the Conduct and Ma- 
na ance, ee . 4 
The Enemy has reap'd ſufficient Advantage from this 

Traffick:; and by expoting the pretended Nakedneſs of. our 
Land, and the Barrenneis of the Soil, has emeapgur 
to inveigle the- Inhabitauts to a inore fruitful C "Ys | 
and to make them Proſelytes to an infallible Church. NAY, 
the Aftiſice has been ſo dexteroully manag'd, and Devo- 
tion has been Antroduc d to act ſuch a counterfeit part, 
that the Nea have been amus d with the glaring Show 
of Theatrical Piety, the Credulbus have run away with 
the Miracles of Saints, and the well meaning Chriſtian been 
oftentimes ſeduc'd by the pretended Sanctity of Miſſana- 
ries and Cenfeſſors. In ſine, the Unſtable and Unwery have 
been vwercught over. by. theſe / arttful Devices, | ro: relinquiſh 
our Cemmutzon, and under thegcolour of higher Attain- 
ments, and more Spiritual Exereiſes, have embrac'd Foppery 
nd. Oſte mation in the room of a: ſober and well: di geſte 
aiturq; and diſcarded igniſicaut Words and ſound Sence for 
Myſtick Cant and Legende Devotion. 1711 

Now for the remedyihg of theſe Inconveniencies, it may 
not be.imyroper to make a ſhort Inquiry into the Origi- 
nal and Progreſs of Devcticnal Boche; and to conſider in 
hat Styie and Method they 5 6 to be penn d, and by 
v hat Perſens they are to be chiefly perus d. 


It As 


As for the Original and Antiquity of Devotional Books, no 
Man can doubt of that, who acknowledges the Exiſtence 
of a God. And as for the Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of them, 
the Reaſonableneſs and Decency of Divine Worſhip do 
plainly intimate and ſuppoſe itt. 

As far back as we have any Footſteps of rhe Theology of 
the Heathens, we have ſome Remains of their Himms and 
Prayers to their Deities: And we have as much reaſon th 
applaud the ſurprizing and lofry Thoughts of theſe Com · 
paſures, as to pity the Idolatry and Superſtition of pegs? 
ſhippers, and to lament their miſtaken Notions of the true 
Object of Adotation. e fs. 19 arial 28 

But whatever the State of Devotion might be among the 
Pagans, it; flouriſh'd under the Conduct and Influence of 
the Spirit of God in che Territories of Fuded,- \Revilation 
deſcribd both the Matter and Forni. of it to the 1/raelitet 3 
and Moſes and the Prophets have tranſmitted che Praiſes 
of their Maker in the moſt Harmoniqus and exalted 
Strains. The Book of Fob, and the Pſalms of David: will 
be ſtanding Inſtances of the Piery of their Authors; and 
the Practice of their Times; and the Victorious Song of 
Deborah and Barak, will recommend Devoticn, as long as 
Gcod Sence and Goed Poetry remain in the World. | 

I ſhall have occaſion to produce theſe Examples to othef 

s in the next Eſſay, I only hinted at them at 
preſent, to ſhew the Practice of che Fewiſh Nation: And 
Tmuſt beg leave further to remark to you, that our Savi- 
our was pleaſed to build the Chriſtian Devotion upon the 
Foundation of the Fewiſh Worſhip; and from the Materi- 
als which were before conſecrated to God, to compoſe 
that comprehenſive Form which was to be of perperval Uſe 
to his Followers, and to remain a ſtanding Precedent to all 
ſucceeding Ages of Chriſtianity. 1 

The Apaſtles and Diſciples of our Lord have in their Wriz 
tings given us a large Account of the Frequency and Pre- 
valency of their Prayers; and the ancient Liturgies of the 
Church are a ſufficient Proof of the Practice of the Pri- 
mitive and purer Chriſtians. If thers were not in che In- 
fancy of the Gabel ſo many Tracts written, which were 
purely Devotional, I would have the Reader conſider, that 
the principal Buſineſs of the Primitive Fathers was to vin- 
dicate and prove the TR the Chriſtian Re. igion; 

1 2 \- 


4 Of Devotional Books. 
to convert the Fews from their Superſtirion, and the Gentiles 
from their Idolatry; to refute the Malice of Hereſie, and 
curb the Inſolence of Schiſm ; ſo that Peace and good Or- 
der, Soundneſs of Doctrine and Unity of Worſhip might 
remain in thoſe ſeveral Churches, which they had 5. 
ther'd and ſettled by their Orthodox Preaching. ' In this 
Multiplicity of Eccleſiaſtical Buſineſs, and in theſe fiery 
Rencounters both with the Pens and Swords of their 
Adverſaries, it is not ro be ſuppoſed that Men could have 
the ſame leiſure to compoſe regular Treatiſes of Devotion, 
as their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry had, who liv'd under 
the Protection of the State, and in the milder and more 
unmoleſted Ages of the Church. Kee 
The Firſt. Perſon of the moſt diſtinguiſh'd Learning, 
who handled this Subject in an exact Method, was St. Au- 
tine; and the ſucceeding Fathers of the Latin Church 
have nor only copy'd the Senre, but imitated the Style of 
this Venerable Prefidenr. | 
In proceſs of Time, as the World grew more and more 
in love with a fſolitary Life, Devotional Books were much 
encreas d, and nor only, diſtinct Bodies of Statutes 
were fram'd for the Government and Regulation of 
Religious Orders, but a vaſt Number of Tracts were 
written for the Uſe of every Monaſtery and Convent. 
It is in this Period of Time, which the Church of Rome ſo 
much boaſts of the Piery of her Members; and has Sainted 
ſome, and almoſt Deify'd others, who have tranſmitted the 
Rules and Treatiſes of Devotion ro Poſterity. 1 
And it muſt indeed be acknowledged, that ſuch a raptu- 
rous and exalted Strain of Piety runs thro' the Compoſures 
of the Venerable Bede, St. Bernard, Thomas 4 Kemprs, St. 
Anſelme, Sales, Bellarmine and others, that one would almoſt 
conſent ro give them more than common Titles, and 
to read ſuch of their Works with Gratitude and Ap- 
plauſe, as do nor countenance Superſtition, and juſtifie 
Idolatry. | | 
And yer it is undeniable on the other hand, that theſe 
Seraphic Writers have, by too great an Elevation of Soul 
and Sublimiry of Thought, ſoar'd in ſome Points beyond 
the Sphere of ſober Reaſon, and bewilder'd their Diſciples 
in myſterious Jargon and Rhapſody, 


Kemps 


Of Devotional Books. 5 
" Kempis is an Author of ſuch an eftabliſh'd Rerutstion, 
that his little Piece de Imitatione Chriſti has undergone an 
incredible Number of Impreſſions in no leſs than twelve 
different Languages; and yet he is ſo much poſſeſs'd with 
this ſtrain'd and elevated Divinity, that a judicious Hiſtorian 
of our own Nation, who has done Juſtice ro his Piery and 
Learning, has nor ſpar'd him for his extravagant Rants and 
Enthuſiaſtic Rapeures TY, pH) 
le is very common for your Contemplative and Retir'd 
Men to be moroſe and whimſical, great Indulgers of their 
own Flights and Fancies, and very fingular and affected 
in their Tenets and Notions. Some of them have thought 
the common Way of Worſhip too Groſs and Carnal ; and 
under the Pretence of refined Exerciſes and a more ſpiritual 
Life, have brought a Myſtic Divinity into the Church; the 
« very Eſſence of which conſiſts in "heaping together a 
« Farrago of obſcure affected Expreſſions and wild Allego- 
Aries, containing little of Subſtance in them, but what 
* is more plainly and intelligibly deliver'd by others f. 
What diſmal Effects this Cabaliſtical Divinity had upon 
er Apes and in other Countries, muſt be left to the Diſ- 
covery ' of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians. What my preſent Un- 
dertaking leads me further ro remark to you, 1s, that 
the Order and Decency of Worſhip were thrown down bY 
the means of it, and ſpiritual Pride and Blaſphemy were 
uſher'd in amongſt us in the late Times of our Civil Con- 
fufions. For no ſooner had theſe Myſtic Doctrines infinua- 
red themſelves into Sectaries and Puritens, but all the 
Pulpits in the Three Kingdoms were blown into a Flame 
with extemporary Rant, and every Lay Elder was touch'd 
with a Coal from the Altar, and dignify'd his poor heſita- 
ring Performance with the Title of Spiritual Prayer. Your 
Enthuſiaſts and Viſionaries made their Boaſts of miraculoys 
Gifts and New Illuminations, and pretended to refine upon 
the old Modes of our Eſtabliſh'd Worſhip, and to give freſh, 
Rules for a more intimate Converſation and comfortable 
Communion with God, | 2 Wide 
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Fa, _ 2 Ji alins, piu & devotur, quem tamen nomullibi, quaſi extra ſe raptm 
. en agere, & tante non delirare, difimulari nequit. Whanon's Ap- 

pend 1 Dr Cave's Hiſt Lit. wa F 
t Bicaop Wilkini's Ecclefuaſtes. 
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6 Of Devotional Books. 
To expiate for this Religious Madneſs of the Subject, 
our Martyr' d Sovereign has left us the moſt compleat Piece 
pf Devotion which any Language has yer produc d: And 
by That and ſome other ſhining Products of his Pen, has 
ſhewn himſelf ſuperiour in Style. and Sence, as well 
as in Power and Station, ro any Perſon in his Domi- 
nions. : 50 C 

Biſhop Hall and Dr. Taylor were both eminent Men in 
_ this Reign, and employ'd their Studies in the ſame deverio- 
nal way with their Royal Maſter. And were ir not fo 
the Tediouſneſs and Prolixity of the Former, and an affected. 
Uſe of ſome Antiquated and Obſolere Words; and the 
Redundancy and Indulgence of Fancy in the Latter, and 
too frequent a Recourle to Legendary Stories; the Bright. 
neſs of their Thoughts, and the Rapture of their Devoti 
ons would recommend their Labours to all ſober and well 
diſpos'd Perſons £ | 
After the Reſtoration- of King Charles the Second, Learn- 
ing took a different Turn from what it had been accuſtom- 
ed to in the Uſurpation; But the Generality of our Di- 
vines were ſo much taken up in che Management of the 
- Diſſenting Controverſie, and preventing the Deſigns of 

Popiſh Emiſſaries, that Practical Divinity bh dormant for a 
time. Some of the moſt Eminent Writers in the Devo- 
tional Way, were Dr. Patrick, Dr. Horneck and Biſhop 
Ken. The others, for the generality, confin'd their Medi: 
tations to the | Sacrament ; and by a Courſe of Prayers, 
Fhmns and. Confeſſions, endeavour'd to prepare a diſorderly 
People for frequent and worthy Communion. | 

This Office was the more ſeaſonable and pertinent at 
the Re · ſettlement of our Church and Government, becauſe 
the Holy Sacrament had been ſcandalouſiy preach'd down, 
or totally omitted by our gifted Reformers in the late un- 
natural ur. | * | 

The moſt celebrated Authors who flouriſh'd .in the ſuc- 
ceeding Reigus, or deferr'd publiſhing their Works till 
thoſe Times, were Dr. Hicks, Mr. Dorrington, Dean Stan- 
hope, and Mr. Nelſon; who by the Ulefulneſs of their 
Subjects, the Livelineſs of their Thonghts, and the Puri- 
ty of their Language, have done Deverion more Service, 
chan all their Predeceſſors. e N 
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From "his 7 Account of, Made apt Ancient ri 
ters, (moſt of which were eminent i uce. a8 wo 
as Piety. ] we. may be enabld go — Hel Mn Jud gmery 
concerning the nature of. Style, and the manner. of con. 
veying our Thoughts upon auy, Nevo? touglSubjed...; 
Derotien is {uppos'd roman. in the cer! Not 15 a. 
ſq much Rapture and Sublimic;, that ſome dene 
ought che moſt eſſechual wa.; 5 work » the ef 
— a 1 eligious Fre, £ as b Lentences an 
ſwelling Periods; by ch Foam A Ve of: he 
| Speaker, and the Noiſe _ Rumble of the $ eech 
whoeyer 7 510 aftempt any thing to 7 fice 0 0 
Mankind, muſt be tin as well as Florzd; 9 an 
ber Head and a workin mg 4 gin, add the Cooiſoſt of Tudement 
and the Sedat eneſ F Habe. For man; an. 12gEnO 
Wome 75355 'ol ese i 8 7 and gre: * | and 
by nor * e Livelineſs of his Imaginatzcn, mg 
115 


e ney, '. has carried 118 e 
unknown 28 aa Ul * laſt in 1 2 and Ro- 


mantia Paradiſe. 

I wovd. not, 155 f 8 ; this 15, be thoueht to deny a good 
Degree of gat ay 11 c 19 Deparicual, rats ; and ro 
7 ov daes ing more. 1 N Ne nd. Pcetieal iu the Com- 

politign, than. the ſtrict Nature + Proſe, and the ſertled 


Ru'es of Oratory ſeem to require. 0 ; there no differ: 
ence hetween che reg ca r ef the 7 Le, and the vio- 
lent S arts and Agitatiogs Feaver 2 Is chere no Diſtin- 


ction berween He pate Phebus and . between 
dal che Earth with the genial Influence. of the Sun, 
d ſcorching up the Fruits of it by too large a Profuſion 
of the Heavenly Rays 2 A gecent Moderation is to be 
uſed in all things; And Prodigaliry and Profuſeneſs are 
as odious in a Miter as they are in a Delguchee. Fire and 
Heat nay be of excellent Service, whilſt they are confin'd 
to the C/ himy ; but when they aſcend with Fury, and 
are converte into a ſudden Flame and, Blaze, the Muſe 
is in Danger, and the Inhabitants in Diſtracti on. 
In ſhoxr, the true Spirit of Devotion conſiſts in ſuch an 
Elevation of Thought, as may kgep down the Dreg Ss and 
Sediment of Sin, unthaw the Soul from her 8 


and Languor, and draw up her Deſites from ſenſual 
B 4 Cares 
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8 Of Devotional Books. 
Cares and Delights: And if theſe Ends can be obrain'd by 
foaring a little our of the common way, and uſing more 
Figures and Epithets than a regular Diſcourſe will allow of, 
] hope, the Maſters of Eloquence will pardon ir, and 
nor exerciſe their Talents in Criticiſm to the Prejudice of 
Chriſtianity. Bur to proceed: 

Another Inſtance, wherein Devotional Writings will 
fomerimes claim an Exemprion from the common Rules 
of Rhetoric, is in the frequent Uſe of Repetition: | 
1 would not, by pleading for this Indulgence, be thoughs 
a Friend to that Vain and nauſebus Bn%yls which is ſo 
| ſharply cenfur'd by our Saviour; neither would 1 juſtifie 
every Writer, wha can only vary his Phraſe, and is per- 
petually playing the ſame Sence upon his Reader in a 
different Sett of Expreſſions. For if the Petitioner is not 
ro be heard for his much ſpeaking, I am ſure an Author is 
inexcuſable for filling his Mouth with Noiſe, and his Tongue 
with — x | | 
But yer ſtill on the other hand, it muſt be acknowledg'd 
chat Reperitions have ſomerimes a ſurprizing Grace and 
Parhericalneſs in them: And I can't think every Flow of 
Words tedious and inarrtifictal ; nor brand every Doubling 
of an Expreſſion with the reproachful Character of Tau- 
tology, without bringing an Odium upon our excellent Li. 

turgy, as well as condemning all other ſober and well - di- 
geſted Forms of Devoric n. q 
The Reaſon why ſome epetitions ſeem to be more par- 
donable in Treatiſes of this nature, than they are in other 
Diſcourſes, is, becauſe the Soul in her retired and ab- 
ſtrated State of Devotion ſhould not only have a tranſient 
Gl/ympſe and ſhort View of Things; bur fix and dwell upon 
them, and vſe all thoſe external Helps which are capable 

of making the Impreſſion deeper upon Conſcience. And 
this Effect is wonderfully accompliſh'd by a ſeaſonable 
Reiterating of the ſame Sence in a different Dreſs of 
Words, which gives a greater Wight to the Argument 
in hand, and a more , agreeable Air and graceful Turn 
to every Sentence. F TY ago 
If there be but light Traces left upon the Mind, 
the Footſteps ' will ſoon be eras'd, and the Memo- 
rial ob:irerared, Tis the redoubling of the Blow 
that makes the Impreſſion upon folid Bodies, —_ the 

In ca- 


Of Devot ional Books. _ 
Inculcation of a Duty that forces the Obſervation of ir: 
* Abundance of Words is ſometimes neceſſary to give 
„new Light and new Weight to our Ideas: For when 
« we are to perſuade and convince, to ſteal into the Minds 
« of Men, and become Maſters of them, Few Words, or 
« Few Minutes are not ſufficient for this end. When we 
« are to mix Flaſhes of Lighming with Claps af Thun- 
* der; to ſhake, overthrow, and deftroy ; Believe me, 
« believe me, this is not to be done by a cloſe and conciſe 
« Diſcourſe z but by one more Copious, more Majeſtic, 
„more Sublime “. | e192 1 
However, ler due care be taken that good Sence don't 
evaporate in Smoak and Froth ; that true Rhetoric be nor loſt 
in a Croud of Words ; nor a Number of Repetitions encou · 
rag'd, bur when the Beauty of a Period, the Strength of the 
Argument, or the Edification of the Reader require it. 
har is further neceſſary for the Compilers of Devotion, 
and reſpects only the Forming of a good Style, may be 
learn'd from Ariftotle, Tully, Quintilian, Longinus, and ſeve - 
ral of our Modern Inſtructions for Oratory. Only I would 
adviſe the Perſon who attempts a Religious Subject, to 
treat of it in a Divine manner, and not by too great an 
Affectation of the Romen Eloguence to neglect the Language 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and the Expreſſions of Scripture. - Nos 
thing can infuſe more ſublime Thoughts, than the Peetical 
Beoks of the Old Teſtament ; and nothing can ſer forth the 
Terrors and Majeſty of God like the Prophets ; And who- 
ever Cteaths his Sence in this lofty and exalted Oratory, 
will gain a perfect Maſtery over the Paſſions, and captivate 
the Soul into Rapture and Obedience. 5 
The next thing that I have to offer in this Eſſay, is the 
Uſe which is ro be made of Devotional Tracts. For tho? 
8 is the Duty, and ought to be the Practice of every 
hriſtian ; yet all Books upon this Subject are not fit for 
the Peruſal of every individual Perſon. Prudence muſt 
ide the Choice, and Moderation the Uſe of them. The 
85 iritual Paſtors are to be conſulted, and the Conſtitution 
Io the Reader's Body, as well as the Capacity of his Mind, 
is to be duly weighed. All Tempers are no more n 


— — 


* Sec a Piece lately uanlared from French, intituled Chriſtian Elen, 
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of the ſame Management, than all. Soils are to bg improy'd 
by the ſame Husbaydry, or all Diſeaſes cur'd by one Medi- 
eine. Faith muſt be enliven'd, and Hope well-grounded, 
Der reliev'd, and Preſumption mortity'd : "The, Aie are 
to be depreſs d, and the Melancholy exalted; the Faual are 
to be curb'd, and rhe Ahbſtemnious indulg d; the Iguoraytiin- 
form d, and the Prophane terzify'd. | 
Some Conſciences are ſo tender and ſcrupulas, that eve- 
V harſher Sound is apt to ruffle and diſcampaſe them. E- 
very mention of Hell and Damnation is like to avęr- ſet 
their Piety, and drown their Souls in Perdition. NoW 
unto theſe; Peace, Peace ſhould be fpoken, ſmooth things are 
to be propheſied, and no greater Burthens are to umpos'd, 
than the Weakneſs of their Nature can bear. 
Others are ſo ſtupid and incenſiderate in reſpect of Spiri- 
rual things, and ſo choaked with the Cares, aud dazled with 
dhe Glories of this World, that unleſs they are royz'd and 
quickned by ſome ſeaſonable Applications and lively Ad- 
dreſſes, they muſt inevitably periſh in their Carpal Sęcu- 
rity, and go quick down inte Hell, without any ſerious 


Thought or Reflection. ane on 
A Third ſort of Men are ſo rough and gbqyrate, ſuch 
Proficient in Vice, and Maſtgrs in 1 of Villainy, 
that nothi Hie and Brimſtone, the Flaſhes gf Light. 
ning; and the. Groans of the Domned, can make an) in. 
preifion upon mem: And here the moſt terrible Repre- 
ſentations are the moſt inſtructiye. Majeſty muſt be re- 
preſenced. with its glittering Sword, and Vengeance Gan 
charg d with night. aiming Thynder-bolss, or elle the Auda- 
cious rr will nor tremble, nor the ſtubhorn Heart be 
mollify c. 7 7 | eee eee g 
Whether then vs are to awakeuor compoſe, to comfort or 
terriſie, let us take care to diſtinguiſh che Circumſtances 
of Men, when we adviſe them in Spiritual Bachs; and 
above all, ro inculcate the Ute, and 8 end the 
Excellency of our Public Lituxgy., For God forbid that 
any particular Perſon ſhould interfere, where Authority 
has abſolutely determin'd ; or any private Sy em. of De- 
wtion ſhould intrench upon Uniformity, or jultle our an 
Eftablifſhment. I am for erecting no Chappels of E. e in 
i{-lervice to the Mother. Church; for confecraring no 
Mount Gerizims in oppofition to Feruſalem. The Devotic u 
. ; | 0 ar 
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that I would plead for, is to be built upon the Eccleſiaſtical 
Model, and to act in ſubordination to the Church; and 
not like Sanballat s Prieft, to officitare for the Lazineſs of 
the People, and to excuſe their Appearagce where theit 
Tube Defign of  Devorione! Books is nor to ſandtifie a 
Separation, or make Converts to a Party; but, like the 
voluntary Oblarions of the Iſraelites, to promote the Ser- 
vice of the Sanctuary, and ſer forward the Work of _ | 
the Tabernacle of the * ation * The Soul . W 

is do be dreſs'd in the Cloſer, to make a more * 
beautiful Appearance in the Temple ; and your Manuals of 
Piery are to raiſe the Affections at home, and ſo to inflame 
the Heart with a Love of God, and a Peteſtation of Sin, 
that the Chriſtian may be better prepar'd for a Regular 
Attendance on Rublie Worſhip, zud a due Participation of 
Sacred Ordinances. - 192 * 8 
Whoever can promote this End in any of his Brethren, 
and be in the leaſt inſtrumental — rw 
Pen, 
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of Vertue, has no reaſon to ge the Labours of h 

or to ſtand in fear of the ſure of Critics. If we a 

' but: Door-keepers in the Heuſe of the Lord, if we are — 
Hewers of Wood and Drawers of Mater for the Service of the 
Temple, and by our writing upon Devotional: Subjects can 
contribute any thing towards weakning the Empire of Sin, 
and eſtabliſhing the Dominion of Grace, we engage in the 
ſame Enterprize with our Bleſſed Saviour, and ſhall be 
diſtinguiſh'd by the Brightneſs of our Crowns, and jointly 
rewarded with our Fellow-Labourers, in the Kingdom of 

Glory. Amen. | et ih kim |, | 
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Mongſt the many Diſadvantages, which are ſup- 
; pos d to attend the Study of Poetry, and the ma- 
King of Verſes, none of the leaſt are the Cor- 
ruption of Manners, the Miſ- application of Time, 
and the Neglect of more uſeful Learning. The Lawyer 
leaves Cook. and Lireleton for Fobnſon and Fletcher; and 
deals more in Sonnets and Plays, than in Entries and Re- 
port.. The Student in the Univerſiry cannot ſo well digeſt. 
Suarez and Sanderſon, as Cowley and Dryden; and had ra- 
ther renew his old Acquaintance with Horace and Virgil, 
than engage in any new Alliances with Ariſtotle and Eu- 
clid. Numbers are always running in the Head of the 
Vouthful, and Rhines are chiming in the Ears of the Har- 
monious; but the Pedantry of Syllgiſms, and the Crab- 
bedneſs of Problems are condemn'd and neglected, and 
moſt Parts of Philoſophy are look d upon as Unpolite and 
Clowniſh Exerciſes. | 
From hence ir is objected, that our Gentlemen ſo often 
edwindle into; Faps and Buffoons ; our Clergy aze Stran- 
gers to ſelid Divinity, and our Ladies, by reading of Plays 
and Romances, grow more expert at the managing of an 
Intrigue, than the Government of a Family. Nay, even 
the Shop and rhe Counter are infected; and Trade often- 
times truckles ro Diverſion, and the Play - bouſe is more fre- 
quented than che Exchange. | 1 


c Divise Poetry. | Hf 


It is no wonder then, that the graner Part of the World 
have been ſo ſevere upon Poetry in general, and ome « 
our moſt exact Writers have taken ſuch laudable Pains 1 
expoſing the Immorality and Prophaneſs of the Engliſh Stage. 
The Ancient * Philoſophers, who made Truth and Ver- 
rue the Subject of cheit Diſcourſes, were incens'd again 
Poets, upon much the ſame Principles with our Modern Di: 
vines ; and could not bear the Multitude of their FiQions, 
the diſhonourable Account of their Gods, and the Incou- 
ragement of Lewdneß and Immorality amongſt Men. 
Plato was for the Baniſhment of this Laſcivious Tribe 
from his Commonwealth; and old fturdy f Cato accus d 
a Roman Governour in one of his Speeches, for introdu- 
cing and entertaining of Poets in his Province. . _ 
he | Fathers of the Church have with great Succeſs, 
turn d the very Arguments of the Ancient Philoſophers pp- 
on the Pagans; and imputed the ſeducing and corrupung 
of Youth, and the moſt fatal Errors 'and Blemiſhes of 
Religion, to the Fables and Licentiouſneſs of Poets. 
* Homer himſelf, the Father of the Profeſſion, and the 
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| * Nec enim mults abſurdiora ſunt ea, que Poetarum wecibus fuſa, idſe ſus ſnavita- 
te hocuerant ; qui & 114 inflammates & libidine furentes induxernnt De fer- 
ranrgue, ut corum bella, pugnas, pralia, vulnera videremus'; odia praterca, diffidis, 
diſcerdias, ortus, interitus, querelas, lamentationes, effuſas in omni intemperantid libja 
Aines, adulteria, vincula, cum humane genere cenculitus, mortaleſyue cx m—_— 
procreites. Tull. de Nat. Deor. lib. t. | , ITEL 
Quam corum ein ionen mayni erreres conſecuti ſunt, que anxerunt Posta. Tuſc. 
Quæſt. lib, 1. Vide at iam Plutarc, de audiend. Foet. Euſeb. Præp. Evang. 


1 Honorem autem buic (e Poerarum) non ſuiſſe deilarat erat is Catan, in 


gud ebjecit, wt probrum M. Nobilieri, qued is in provintiam Poetas duxifſet. Tull. 
Tuſc. Quzlit. lib. 1. ah : | 


| | His atque bnjuſmedi figments, & mendaciis dulcioribus corumpuntur ingenit 
pucrorum z & hiſce fabulis inbarentibus, ad uſque ſumma atatis robur adoleſcunt, & 
in __ —— — — _ — lib. 7. | 
Has 4s & orrores ab imperitis parent iſcimns, &., vin: 
fiudiu & diſciplinis elaboramus, crminibus pracipue Poctarum. ary rn m 
inm veritati ipſa ſua auteritate necuere. Minut Fel. de Idol. Van, ' 


8 
„, EI Plato ided praci ars Homerum illum inelytum, laudatum, & coronat * 
civitate quam in ſirmone inſtituebat, ejecit, Hic enim pracipuns bello Troice Wear 
veſtros, «1 fi ludo facit, ramen in hom inum rebus & act ibus miſcuit; Hic erum paris 
compeſuit, ſauciant Venerem, Martem vinxit, vulneravit, fagavit, &c. Ib. 
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Darling of Antiquity, uc eſcape their Cenſure, not: 


 wvirhſtanding the Fre haracter Which f Horace and his 
dther Admirers give of his Mſdom and Moraliry. = 


The Charge of Prophaneſs and Oblcenity is what ſtil 
lies agaĩnſt LI Dealers in Poetry ; and the great Number 
of Plays, Sennett, Lampoons, and Sagt, which theſe later 
Ages have produc d, continually aggravares the Clamour 
ag ainſt the Wits, and furniſhes our freſh Matter for the - 
Condemnation and Baniſhment of the Muſes. 85% 

To all this it may be added, that Perry is a poor beg: 
garly Profeſſion ; chat Parnaſſus is a barren Hill, and the 
Muſes ragged and tarter'd Goddeſſes. There is ſo much 
Pains in Compoſing, and ſo fender a, Reward to the Cam- 
foſer of a good Pom, chat every Writer of Verſe may 
addreſs his Brethren, as Æuea did his Son 4ſcanius. 


I Daſce puer, virtutem 
Fortunam ex aliis.---- 


ex me, verumque laborem, 
b . $4 ' 1 5 | = - 1 . * Z 

Brom me, ye Writers, learn the lab'ring Parts 423 af 
From more ſuccelsful Pens the thriving Art. 
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Theſe are the general Objections againſt Poetry, both 
from the Ancient and Modern Oppoſers of it, which 1 
thought fit to preſent to the Reader's View, at the firſt 
Entrance upon this EW, that I might more diſtinctiy 
give my Sentiments of the Validity or Invalidity of wha 
8 urged, by treating of the following Particular: 


| > The Inſtitution, Uſefulneſi, and Excellency of true 


Poetry. . OP | 
2. The Subjects upon which Poets are to employ their 
"+. Fancy. | 1 
1 . | | — — — — — — - an 


Qui, quid fit pulchrum, quid turpe, quid ut ile, quid new, 
© Plenins & melius Ch jippe-& Cramre dicit. b 
6 | | Horat. Ep. 2. lib. 1. 
Rurſus quid virtas. & n ſas jentia piſſit 8 
Vt ile propoſuit nobis exemplar Viyſſem. | 
Vide etiam Vel-Parerc. Haſt. Rom. lib. r. cap. 3. Quint. de Inſtit. lib, 10. 
p. e Edit. Oxkon. | . 


* virg. Eneid. lib. 12. 
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— — in which they are ta treat 1 
. Fubielti. | 


TE The Qualities 1nd Diſpolirions which- Poets may 
wit their Readers ſhould Ts Wi: chem, x 
Peruſal of their Works. 1 2 me” 


928 An no Objections ro N any force agailt 
Pech if tlie true Ends of its Inſtitution be and at, and 
its uſeful | Laws and Rules duly obſervd. Their aud 
4 heſt laiployment of — was to comipoſe Hymns in 
«Hof öf the Creator of the Univerſfe® z and to cele- 
brate the Power and Geednefs of the — Benefac- 
ror öf Mankind, in che moſt exalted Strains of Grati- 
rate and Adbration.” „The 'Poets, who were the moſt. 
© 'anetent Writers Amomꝑſt the | Greeks, and -ferv'd them 
« both for Hiſtorians,” Divines, and 2 s, Are ſo far 

from being all over Fable and Fiction, that they 
* have deliver'd ſome things concerning the Firſt mo 
* of the World, that have a fair Reſemblance of Trurh, 
and ſome AMnit with thoſe Accounts chat are given 
« of the ſame 7 by Sacred Authors f. This was can- 
did and ingenuous Dealing in a dark and myſterious Age, 
and was as much #s could be expected from - erroneous 
Men, guided only by Nature and Tradition, without any 
Light or Ailiſtance from Revelation. 

Port#y, by her Original Inſtirution, was never deſign'd 
to mif-gnide and peryert Mankind, but to Aru and 
delight them; and by conſequence, a true Poet is always 
ſappos'd co be retaind on the fide '6f Vertue; and by the. 
Sprightlitiefs of his Thug het, and che Sweernels his 
Numbers, may do Religion ſome (Services, which the moſt 
maſterly "Proficient in the rougher and abſtruſer Sciences 
can fever N d. 0s 
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t Aut prodeſſe vol unt, aut deloctars Poeta; | 

Aut fimu! & jucunda & idonea dicere vit a. ' | 
Hort. de Att. Poet. . 

—_—— A init ns, inventuinane Cue ma iuvandis. 
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I grant, that Pore, like other men, have oftentimes a: 
bus 'd their Talents, and run counter to their Profeſſion: 
But the Art is ſtill ſacred and uſeful; and oughr no more 
to ſuffer for the Miſ- management of the Artiſt, than Chr: 
ſtianity is to be aboliſh'd for the Immorality of its Pro- 
ors or our Church-Doors ſhut up, becauſe a looſe 
Clergyman has ſomerimes officiated at the Altar. 
If che ſers of Poetry would go no further than a 
Reformation, I would willingly join with them in petitio- 
ning for it: But ſtill I could wiſh, that this Reformation 
might be in {ich a manner, that the Old Conſtitution and 
- Fundamental Laws of Poetry might be preſervid. Abuſes 
are to be taken away; but the Nature of Things can 
never be alter d. The Scurrility of the Pref is to be re- 
claim'd, and the Labours of Poets made uſeful to the 
Public: Bur we have no Authority to aboliſn an Art which 
belongs to the Kzngdom of Heaven, and has God himſelf for 
the Father of vs . 7 8 | | 


' "+ Sic bonor & nomen Divini Vatibus, argue 
Carminibus venit. | | 
+ So Ancient is the Pedigree of Verſe, 
And fo Divine the Poer's Function. 


_ Notwithſtanding the foul and reproachful Imputations 
which the Muſes lie under, and the Calamities which have 
lighted upon ſome of their darling Sons; true Poetry will 
ſtill lift up her Head, and claim her Divine Original. 
If ſhe is cloathed in Rags, ſhe has no worſe, Fortune than 
Vertue, and has the greater Right to be adopted into Chri- 
ſtianity. Methinks the Objection about the Poverty of 
Poets, is too trivial to be mention d in a ſerious Diſcourſe, 
and more proper to be urg'd by an Uſurer, than a Scholar ; 
and may upbraid rhe Stingineſ of a Patron, but can ney: 
er reflect upon the Ingenuity of a Writer, UM + 


— 

_ ® Cowley's Preface to his Works, | 
+ Hor de Art Pot. H 
1 Reſcommen's Tranſlation of Herace's Art of Poetry. 


| Poetry 
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| Poerry, without doubt, id nearly ally'd ro Inſpiration; and 


| thoſe elevaring Thoughts and tranſporting Hears, which 


fill the Breaſts of its Voraries, ſeem to have ſomerhing of 
Divinity in them. You ſhall never read of an Inſpir'd 
Prophet, but he had ſome Tincture of Poetry in his Soul; 


and the Footſteps of the Holy Ghoſt were more eminert! 


viſible in thoſe Poetic Flights and Raprures, which are diſ- 
pers'd up and down in his Works. The wiſeſt Law-givers 
and the ſtricteſt Moraliſts have found it neceſſary to deliver 
their Precepts and Inſtirurions in Verſe, chat they might be 
the berrer retain'd in the Memories, and make a deeper 
Impreſſion upon the Affections of thoſs who were to ob- 
ſerve them. Moſes, Fob, David; and Solomon, compos d their. 
ſeveral Odes and Anthems in the moſt lively and exalred 
manner, and celebrated the Praiſes of their Maker with 
all:rhe Delicacy of Thought, and Harmony of Numbers. 

When I have turn'd over theſe Conſiderations in my | 
Mind, I have wonder'd how ſome of aur Modern H/rzters 
ſhould cenſure Poetry for roo light and airy a Study for the 
Gravity of a Divine: For certainly, it can never be unbe- 
coming a Clergymag ro ſpend thoſe Hours, which the Of- 
fices of his Function will allow, in the cultivating of an 
Art, which is ſo pleaſing ro God and. uſeful ro his Church, 

and which the Beſt of Men have been authoriz'd by rhe 

Holy Ghoſt to proſecute with the utmoſt Vigour and Appli- 

canaengtre not ot, amr, "ne 

Lam furthermore ſure, that if this ſort of Study is com- 
mendable in any body, it is in a Coun vine; who be- 
ing deſtitute of that Variety of Books And Converſation, 
(which his Brethren, who are more happily ſeated in Towns 
and. Cities, enjoy, ) muſt turn the Courſe of their Studies 
another way, and call in Mufic and Poetry for his Diverſion 
and Entertainment: And it muſt. be confeſs'd, that every 
thing in the Country contributes towards the making of 
a Man a Poet, who has any Genius or Inclination that 
way. The. Convenience and Situation of the Place, is 
commadious for the Muſes ; Leiſure and Retirement will 
ſettle and compoſe the Thoughts; and the Coutemplation 
of Nature and Providence will furniſh the Mind with live- 
ly Images and bright Idea's ro work upon. Every thing 
here is Pure and Harmleſs, free from Luxury and Wan- 
tonneſs; Gay without Pride, = Profuſe withour Often- 
: | tation: 
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(variety of ſuch is to 


18 Of Divine Poetry. 
tation: And 'tis to be hop'd, that the Poet will improve 
the Opportunities which Nature affords, and ſuit his Com- 
itions to the Innocency of the Place. And this brings me 
2dly, To ſpeak ſomething of the Subjes which Poetical 
Writers are to employ their Fancy upon. © 
* Hyrace recommends Merality to the Poets, and would 
fend the Compoſers of Verſe to Socrates and the Philoſo- 


phers for Materials: 
Rem tibi Secratice poſſunt oftendere charte. 


For Truth and Virtus ſearch the Ancient Schools, 
And form your Muſe by their unerring Rules. 


My Lord +iRoſcommen was too intimate with Horace, not 
to have this Advice of his Great Maſter in View, when 
he gave the following Inſtruction to the Tranſlators ef 


Per): . 


Take then a Subject ae | to expound by 
20 found:) | 

Bur Moral, Great, and worth a Poet's Voice; 

For Men of Sence deſpiſe a trivial Choice. 


1 would beg leave to carry this Advice a linle farther, 


-and ro introduce Chriſtianity as preſiding over, and refining, 


upon Pagan-Morality. For the Poetry, which I would recom- 


mend, — — : and whoever attempts to write that 
way, muſt conte himſelf to God and Religion, and ſpeak 
of both, according to the Norions and Sentiments of Scrip- 


ture. If he deſigns any Original Poems upon the Being, the 


Attributes, and Providence of a Deity, he may be ſure to 
have that Aſſiſtance from Revelation, which the Heathens 
have ſo vainly perition'd Apollo and the Muſes for. If his 


Mind runs upon Tranſlation, Paraphraſe, or Imitation, the 


3 


Scripture has ſo many exalted Subjects and Poetical De- 
ſcriptions, as may not only engage his Pen, but elevate 
and ennoble his Fancy. Tis a Diſgrace to our Nation and 
— a — — g — * 1 2 
de Art, Poetic. 
f Effay on Tranſl. Verſe, 


— —-— 


Religion, 


Of Divine Poetry. 19 
Religion, that Revelation ſhould be ſo much neglected, and 
Pagan Learning ſo eagerly cultivated and encourag d. 
The moſt Debauch'd of the Claſſics have been rurn'd into 
our Language with ſome additional Strokes to their Origi- 
nal Obſcenity ; and appear'd in a more looſe Dreſs in Eng- 
land, than eyer they dar'd to do in me. For what, Au- 

uſtus thought fir to baniſh a laſcivious Ovid, our Poets have 
introduc'd him into Great Britain; and the Ladies have 
been ſo obliging, as to receive him into their Cloſets, and 
to make him their Confident and their Confeſſor. I am ſure, 
a more uſeful Companion may be fram'd from Scripeure ; 
and not only beiter Advice, but better Poetry may be terch'd 
from David and Solomon. For all the Books of the Bible, 
are either already moſt admirable and exalted Pieces 
« of Poeſie, or the beſt Materials in the World for it *. 
If the Fertility of Invention, the Majeſty of Thrughe, the 
Flights of Fancy, and the Force of Rbetoric, be the common 
Graces and Ornaments of Poetry, I would defire no other 
Favour of Ingenious Men, than to underſtand the Sacred 
Scriptures perfectly; and they will then look with leſs Ve- 
neration upon the Heathen World, and conclude, that all 
Learning was not confined to Rome and Athens. _ 

I do indeed confeſs, that this Knowledge of rhe Bible 

cannot be -obtain'd, unleſs the Foundation be firſt laid in 
tne Claſſics, and a competent Degree of Greek and Latin 
qualifie the Mind for Divine Contemplations, | 

1 am, therefore, very far from caſting any hard Cenſure 
upon the Ancients, or pleading for the Baniſhment of Pa- 
gan Learning: I would only fix it to its proper Rank and 
Station, make it Subſervient-to-berter Ends and more uſe- 
ful Purpoſes, and not magnifie it for the Fouch-ſtone of 
Wit, and the Standard of Perfection. ane 

I am confident that any one, who has a true Taſt of the 

Heathen Poets, will ſoon diſcover the Variety of Horece's 
Odes, in the Pſalms of David; the Loftineſs and Majeſty of 
Virgil, in the Writings of the Prophets; and the Sweernels 
of Ovid and Catullus, in the Songs of Meſes and Deborahy . 
and the Canticles of Solomon. The Lamentation over Saul 
and Jonathan will appear more moving and Poetical than 


n 


—— — 
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3 Of Divine Poetry. 
the Tears of Venus for Adonis ; The Fight of David and 
GColiab, more terrible and heroic, than rhe Conteſt between 
Aiax and Uiyſes ; and the Patience aud Sufferings of Fob, 
a fitter Plaa for an Epic Pcem, than any of the proſperous 
Adveatures of Hmzr's Heroes. | 
Wh, then ſhould we not introduce a Poetry fuitable to 
our Rigi n; and take as much Pains in propagating Truth, 
as prephane IVits have done in beautifying Fiction? Me- 
thinks, Divine Poetry, like an Auguſt and Venerable Ma- 
tron, would make a ſurprizing Appearance amongſt the 
rawdr; Girls of qur Age, and by her Majeftic Port and 
Preſence, ſettle the Rules of Decorum, and reform the Le- 
vities of her Sex. Ge | | 

Religion is now come into the Place of Fable, and we 
are to look upon the Hiſtory of Gods and Heroes as ſo ma- 
ny Pieces of Night Errautiy, the 3 of dark 
and groſſer Age, and rhe proper Entertainment for School- 
Boys and Pedants. Te World is enlightned by Revelatioh, 
and Wir ſhould make choice of mare inſtructive Themes, 
and not alwajs dwell upon the Romantic Tales of Igno- 
rance and Superſtition, © What can we imagine more pro- 
per for rhe. Oraaments of Learning in the Story of Deu- 
© calron, than in That of Ncah 2 Why will not the Actions 
af Sampſcn, afford as plentiful Matter as the Labours of 
Hercules? Whs is nor Fephta's Daughter as good a Wo- 
„mau as Iyligenia? And the Friendſhip of David and Jona- 
„than more worthy Celebration than That of Theſeus and 
* Firithous ? Does nat the Paſſage of Moſes and the Iſrae- 
> liter into the Hely, Land, yield incomparably more Poe- 
* ncal Variety, than the Voyages of Ulyſſes and Eneas? 
Are the oblolete and threadbare Tales of Thebes and 
© Troy, half fo ſtored with great, heroical; and ſupernatu- 
ral Actions, as the Wars of Feſhia, of the Fudges, of 
David, and divers others 

In theſe and many more Inſtances, the Facts of Scrip- 
ture are very Rapturous and Entertaining, and the Narra- 
tives and Deſcanrs of Divine Miters upon them, not only 
tranſcend the Cleſſics in Truth and Fudgment, but in Maje- 
it; of Thought, and all the Conſtituent Parts of true Poetry. 


_Y — 
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Since therefore, the World has been ſo much debauch d 
by looſe Sennett and obſcene Tranſlatient, and ſome Sce"- 
rical Perſons have taken ſuch a Liberr; in expoſing and 
ridiculing the Scriptures ; it is certainly a very, Chriſtia1 
Undertaking to ſhew the Beauty and Excellenc7 of rhe'e 
Writings ; and by ferching our Materials from this inex- 
hanſtible Magazine of Wit and Eloquence, to tr the 
Force and Prevalency of Numbers, towards the Cohverſion 
of the Gay and Aiery, and the Silencing of the Scurrilous 
and Prophane. 8 at} 

For the Accompliſhment of this End, it is _requifirs in 
the next Place, that we ſhould Treat of our Subiecte wich 
Seriouſneſi and Gravity, and avoid all /udicrous Expreſſions 
and wanton Jeſts in our Compoſures: For Poegry, methinks, 
is never ſo charming and attractive, as in a Religions 
Dreſs ; and never ſhews her ſelf te the beſt Advantage, 


. * 


bur when She is employ'd in the Praiſes of the great Ma- 
ker of the World. 25 

I know the current Practice of Modern Writers is a- 
gainſt this Doctrine, and that a celebrated euch Wit hath 

eclar d in behalf of them all, That Poeſie appears no where 
fo Gay, A in a M anton and Irregular Subjet *® 
But what pity is it, that ſo Divine an Art ſhould be re- 
tain d on the Side of Vice, and forc'd to plead rhe Cauſe 
of Infidelity? What a Diſgrace to the moſt genteel and 
ou Parts of Literature, that lively Thoughts and apt 

praflions muſt varniſh over the Naſtineſs of an Intrjgue, 
and celebrare the Charms of a Strumper > © Ir is nor with 
* gut Grief and E (lays Mr. Cowley) that I be- 
# hold this Divine Science employing her inexhauſti- 
4 ble Riches, either in the wicked and beggarly Flattery 
of Great Perſons, or the unmagly Idolizing of fooliſh 
Women, or the wretched affectation of ſcurrilous Laugh- 
ter, or at beff; on the confuſed antiquated Dreams of 
| ® Senſlefs Fables and Meramorpboſes f.. What! Will witry 
Men never give off their Trifling and Folly, and muſt 
Poets always bear the Character of Madmen and Buffoons ? 


Is there nothing bur Fury and Prophaneneſs in Numbers and 


— 
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Rhimes : : Nothing but Hymns to Bacchus, and' Facomiums 
on Venus? Is Drunkenneſt eſſential ro Poetic Inſpiration; 
and ate the Brains ſo harren and that they muſt 0 
water d and moi ſtned before they frudifie and increg 5 3 
las! Theſe are ſenſleſs Rants, and ridiculous 

The Heathens ſuppos'd their Muſes ro be Chaſt Ad 1 3275 
Virgins; and there was never any Odium N upon them 
till they were proſtituted by the baſe Pens of wanton an 
debauch'd Wits. Decency and good Manners, the 
Original Character of a Poet; — Filthineſs and enĩ- 
ty, are che Product of later Ages, and the N Pol 
more barbarous Nations. It is time N24 75 OY 

Ruſt, and Charity to convert the Prodi it is AA 
ſhake off the Uſurpation, and break thro cine tion 
of Vice. Poetry is to be reſcued en of oe 1 5 
ment, to be ſtripp d of her tawdry, and laſciyious Garb; 
and cloath'd again in a Modeſt and Religious Djef 2 

is co abandon the Screws and the Tavern, to be broug 
from the Stage. to the Altar, and ro be rerained or a Com 


panion of Saints and ow = Kren 

The great Admirers an Encouragers of Poke dy he 
Fair Sex. whoſe ſoft and render Natures are — 35 
with the Sweetneſs of Numbers, and the 00 
And what an Affront is it to their narive-M % 5 
a Reproach to good Senſe ani Wangen l 1 any. 
ſmutty and licentious to the peruſal of a Mo 

Mr. Pope is. of Opinion, that the Wis and 
Poem cannot compenſate for the Obſceni; 
Cowley, my Lord Roſcommon, and the 125 
inß bam, will not ſo much as allow, chat fy..th 
is Obſcene, can be Witty | 1 Ingenio in Wa 

poſition is <5 und th £ Pry fx 4 gredie 7 Mk 

5 y ſuch grols an Lyious. orſels : Jature 
| — at Na unhallow d Sounds, nd thi lood..1 ifes,and 


bids Defiance, . che * 15 wounded, ang... Heart 
b. 1 n wis 1 L "2 


No io! wats 978 10 554 find, 
e Mit and Art conſpire to move the Aisd 
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Neither i in Wie can that * Place, 
At which a\Virgin hides her Face. 
Such Droſs the Fire muſt purge away: Tis jſt. 
The Author bluſh there where the Reader muſt *, 


Immode## Words admit of no Defence; 4 
For want of Decency is want of Sence. | 
at mod'rare. F would rake the Park, or Stews, | 
ho among Troops of faultleſs Nymphs may cliuſe bn: . a 


Here, as in all things elſe,. is moſt unſit, 

Bare Ribaldry, that poor Pretence to Wit. 

Such nauſeous Songs, by a late Author made, 

Call an unwilling Cenſure on his Shade: 

On other Themes he well deſerves our Praiſe, 
But palls that Appetite he to raiſe. 

For Obſcene Words, too groſs to move b Pee 

Like heaps of Fewel, do but choak the Fire 4. 


I hope the Reader will pardon this Run of En liſh Verſe, 
when he confiders I am treating of Poetry; me will be 
pleas'd to think, that there is a ſort of Agreeableneſs and 
Conſiſtency in producing Quotations of the ſame Nature 
with the Subject. I was willing to ſupport my Aſſertions 
by the Author of the moſt. celebrated Poets, as well as 
of the moſt Tu icious Critics: And J hope, S muse and P70- 
phaneneſs will never be able to lift up their Heads, as long 
— they are confronted by! ſuch awful and venerable Names. 

e 
N Lift,” I am, in the 88 of the Poets, to petition the 

| Reader, to be in Love with Vertue, and to make a due Uſe 
of his Natural Faculties, and then he will be. a proper 
Judge of Divine Poetry or elſe the Perverſeneſs of his Tem- 
per will turn all things into Banter and. Ridicule. For as the 
eateſt Truths may be abus d by an Inartificial Writer, ſo 
e fineſt Thenghrs may” be chend and obſcur'd by a 
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prejudic'd Reader. An affected Tone or Cadence of the 
Voice, and the miſ- placing of a Word or an Accent, may 
introduce a Diſcord amongſt the moſt Harmoniow Lines: 
The Ned of the Head, the Motion of the Lips, or the caft 
of an Eye, may bring an Audience out of Love with a Poet, 
and occaſion them to entertain his Labours with Contempt 
and Buffoonry. But above all, a Coldneſs in the Heart of 
a Reader, will make the Morality of a Poem ſeem too xigid 
and impracticable, and the Di#ion flat and infipid ; and 
then an Author muſt preſently be rank'd with Flecnoe and 
Opleby, and condemned for managing of Scripture to no 
better Advantage than Quarles and Heywood, + 

My ſole Requeſt therefore, is, that a Poet may ſuffer for 
no more than his own Faults, and chat neither the Hnmora- 
lity, the Prejudice, nor the Ignorance of a Reader, may bring 


any blemiſh'upon a Religious Performance. There is an | 


Art in Pronouncing as well as Compoſing ; and he that can't 
read gracefully, ought no more to meddle with Poetry, than 
a Peaſant to appear at Court on a'Birth-Night, or Midas to 


give his Judgment between Pan and Apollo. 
Quem recitæa mem eft, O Fidentine, libeltus, 


Sed male dum recitas, incipit efſe tus * 
Tho' the Compoſing Are be mine, 
The ill Recital makes it thine : + 
Would you do Juſtice to a Thoughe, 
Read with the Flame the Poet 2 

n 


Poetry then, in ſome meaſure, lies at the Mercy of O- 


thers for her plauſible Appearance in the World, and muſt 


ſtand by the Courteſie and Intereſt of a Diſcreer Reader, 


4 


as well as fall by the Malice and Ignorance of) a Pervetſe 


one. But Divine Poetry has ſtill this particular Diſadvan- 
tage lying in her way, that ſhe muſt ſtruggle with cofrup- 
ted. Nature, and win over the prejudic'd Affections of 
Mankind to her Side: And yer, ſhe defires no other Fa- 
vour, but that her Gravity may not be ridiculed, and that 
ſne may be allowed the ſame Fair Hearing with Prophane 


Arm 
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Writings : For let Religious Verſes be read with the ſame 
Candor and Impartiality with any Moral Sentences in Mar- 
tial, Lucan, or Fuvenal, and then, (after having made allow- 
ances for the Excellericy of rhe dead Languages above ths 
Gving,) if the Modern Poetry be not as good as the Ancient, 
the Fault mult be in the Compoſer, who having the Advan- 
rage of more ſublime Subjects and ftricter Preceprs of Mo- 
rality, ought to excel in Majeſty of Thought, however he 
may fall ſhort in Numbers and Verification. * 

I have now finiſh'd what I at firſt propoſed to deliver 
upon this Subject : Bur before I rake leave of the Reader, 
I muſt beg the Freedom to give him a Recapitulerion of 
what has been ſaid, by ſumming up the Praiſes of Poetry 
in the Words of Horace. The Quotation is roo large to Be 
inſerted in the middle of the Book; and I wiſh the Li 
which the Tranſlator has taken, in adapting it to his preſent 
Purpoſe, may not be offenſive to the Critics, and render 
the Tranſlation prolix and fatigueing. | | 


Our * Ruſtic Fathers were an awkard Brood; © 
Rough in their Habit, in their Manners Rude; 
Inur d ro Slaughter, and ſuſtain'd by Blood. ; 
Orpheus at with his Poetic Lyre, 1 
Did ſoften Rage, and God. like Thoughts inſpire: 
From hence the good Old Bard achiey'd the Fame 
To ſooth the Savage Herd; and Ray'nous Lions tame. 


i N 3 * * 
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* Sylveſtres hom ines, ſacet interpreſque 
a & victu ſœdo deterruit Orbea, 
Dictus ob hoc lenire tigres, rabidoſque 
Dictus & Ambien Thebans conditor Arcis +4 
Saxa m6vere ſono teſtudinis, & prece bland © © 2 
Ducere qud veller. Fuit hac ſapientia quondam  - # bnA 
Publica privatis ſecernere, facra profanis : hr 
Concubitu prohibere vago, dare jura maritis: 1 | 2 
Oppida moliri 3 leges incidere ligno. 14 aue 
Sic honor & nomen divinis vatibus atque 1 7 
Carminibus venit. Poſt hos, infignis Hemerus, 
Thrtauſque mares animos in Martia bella ; | 
Verfibus exacuir, Dicta per carmina Sortes; adv. C197 
Et vitæ monſtrata via eft : Et gratia regum —_ A ul 
Pieriis tentata modis : Ludfiſque repertus, 

Et longorum.. finis : Ne forte pudori 


Sir tibi Muſe lyriz folors, & cantor ele, © ir. de AP 


wy etiuld by his Numbers all: bis has) 
Timber and Stone into the Theban Wal? 
When the Harmonibus Harp, the Poet ſtrung, 
Obſequious Animals about him throng, 

2 Towns were e commanding Song. | 


1 the A e's "Province Grin 9.1 | 
| 


IT adjuſt the Subje#s, and the Sov reign's. Pow'r, 
rw no 3 m wran gling Courts implore. 


Oe er Things: the Goddeſs did prefide, Num 1 
And by Poetic. Wiſdom Mortals guide. ade 
She taught the Am rous Spark che way to Wed, 
And kept him ſtrictiy to his Onſort s Bed: 
- Nor would ſhe fuffer the Imperious Vous 
To ſtain che Honour of the r 


See how the 18 ring Turrets mount on gh, 
#” Towns and Cities rife by Poetry. . 


The wileſt State! Were modell d » tr ad. 2 


tak wholſome Laws by her Direction, made, 
And all the willing World Ache! 10% (way "obey'd. F 4 


From W Ke Prers have acquir rd a Name, 
And ſtand diftingaith'd in the Liſts of Fame. * 
Fancy and Wie thro all their Labours ſhine ; 
Bright Inſpiration dates ev ry Line, 8 
And ſtamps che Author and his Work Divine. 0 


The fam'd Meonien Bad in Epic Lays _ 
Muſter'd his Grecian Chiefs, and {ang his Counry 's Piaile. 
And where's the Mortal, (who in future Times 
Shall read the Poet in degrading Rbmes?) | 
Where, Where's the Man, who views the Manial Sean, 
Bur feels the Hero bear in ev'ry Vein ꝰ wee 
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The wiſe Apollo Father of. our. e 
In lofry Numbers did his Lans impar tn ä 
Nor dar'd the Pythian Prieſteſs to diſcloſe 25 Ws" ; 
The Rules of Le, and Verues Laws in Proſe. ; 


* ky * 
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Of Divine Poetry. 27 


The Monarch's Favour, and the Courtiers Praiſe, 
Are the ſweet Products of Pierian Lays. 


The Comic Muſe, in ſportive Mirth divert; y 
Unbends the Thoughts, and chears the lab ring Hearts; 1 


And Sage Advice in Jovial Tales imparts. 


Theſe are the Vertues, Theſe the noble Aims, 
For which the Myſe's Sons imploy their Pains: 
By Theſe we juſtifie Apollo's Laws, 

And dare defend the finkin Monarch's Cauſe. 
Let graver Sots in Humble Proſe delight, 
Mufie and Verſe will tn your Men of Wit, 
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DEVOUT SOUL: 


, y | 1 © » | . C 
An Entertainment for a Pexitenr, 


_— 
— ” — 


—— 


| B OO K L 
e Seiter and Werne 
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Of a Guilty Conſcience. 
ISAIAH 57, 21. 
There ; no Peace, ſaith my God, to the Wicked. 


MEDITATION. 


HEN I give my ſelf the Liberty of RefleBion] 
and entertain my Soul with any ſerious and 
becoming Thoughts; when I mark 
the perfect Man, and "behold the up- P 374377 
rizht *; Conſider him that Healeth the Truth 

from bu Heart, and always diſpenſes _ Juſtice and Equity 
with his Hand; I am ſtrangely captivated with the Charms 


of Religion, and enamour d and tranſported with the Plea- 
| tures of Innocence, When 


% e Devent Soul. Beck 


When I proceed a — * farther, and compare my Spiritu- 
"wet $2 755 W e ile, - and Ref of te 
| OVEN Lie, in Bog 
"of Fes | e rc x 
p „e ner Rlppin N 
Lord! ſay I, What ine Fore le Raptures does — - he 
Soul feel upon her Knees, ow chearfully do the Saints 


e Pg Heaven ? What ineſti va 


ba 
rtge; 


$ COP nat he yak ip Gal? ke 


nity 2 What — Ligbe ſprings up to the pure in Heart, 
and what ſpiritual Refre mente deſcend upon the Breaſt of 
the Faye ed, Oh! Bleſſed is the Man that hath not 
Weh l 1 ach, (and! i not Pritked with 
* Eecluf. 14: the multitude of his Sins. _— is he, whoſe 
— fo wo and who 5 not 
allen hon his hope iꝝ the_Lor 
4 Bur there are wb dh Bleſſigs reſerv'd for Me ; for Me, 
who am always ſurrounded with the Powers of Darkneſi, 
always avepwhelmged with. a Dejyge;of 78. te is no 
Liberty to the. Slave who is in Bond of 1 niqui- 
. to- che-Soul, who is in abe gal 
+ Rom. 7. of birterneſs . O wretched Man, that I am Who 
* all intertede for my Pardon ? Yho ſhall _ 
ver me from ths Body of Sin e 
Over my Head e + Pread an beavy Night, the Image of 
that DE Oe which I ſhall afterward receive. 


| Wild. 17. In my Breeft | carrythe Tomures of Hell, and 
continually baired, with Devils and Furies. 


I deſpair cf Kad ing 4 arter from my Tmplacable Ene- 
mies, and have not ſo much as one Moment's Reſpit from 


the mercileſs Reb enge of a tormenting Mind. 

If I Iook behind me, there is nothing but Remorſe and 
Diſquĩetude, and a dreadful Remembrance of wſſar * 
paſt. If I caſt my Eye forward, I am entertaine 
more dilmat and amazing Proſpect of enſuing Punifþ : - 


So chat the Conſciouſneſs of what is gone, renders my 
reſent Life untafie to me; and the Fear of What is to 


Sake, makes me dread the — i - Ar And Ever- 
nity. 


, pe pe 
. 
We. 
* % 
* 


Ch. I. Of a Guilty Conſcience. Jr 

When 1 am under theſe Diſtractions and Perplexities of 
Mind, the Devil is always at hand to forward my Diſtruſt 
of God's Mercy, and to repreſent my Tranſgreſſions with 
the Moſt heightning Aggravations and imbittering Circums 
ſtances. As he-betray'd-me from my Duty, and inveigled 
me into Rebellion by a deceirful Inſinuation of the Plea: 
ſure of Sin ; ſo he endeavours to keep me from Repentance 
by as falſe a Suggeſtion of the Impoſſibility of Pardon t 
And when he can no longer lull me into Security, ha 
drives me head long upon the Rocks of Deſpair. 2b 

Now to make the Temprer's Work the more eaſie, my 
Reaſon ſtrikes in with his Suggeſtions, and repreſents = 
Caſe Forlorn and Deplorable : It tells me how I have fin 
ned with art high Hand and a þ Heart; againſt rhe 
Morions of the Spirit, and the Convictions of Conſcience ; 
againſt the Advices of my Spiritual Guide, and the Precepts 
of my Loving Saviour. 

It is no wonder then, that my Spirits ſink under that in- 
tolerable Weight and Burden of Guilt, which lies upon 
them : It is no wonder, that the Diſtreſſes and Calamiti 
of my Mind are ſo numerous, that ſhe knows not whither 
to fly for-Refuge, or. of whom to implore Aid and Prote- 
ction. Fain would I complain, but my tongue cleaves to the 
Roof of my Mouth, and my Sins keep me dumb and | ſpeechlef 
The Sence of my Guilt, makes me afraid to lift up my 
Eyes to that God I have offended ;| and the Deſpite which 
I have offered to the Spirit of Grace, renders me diffidenr . 
of his Interceſſion, and almoſt deſpairing of my Saviour's 
Me L i 2 ej gpr vHHo TI IT k 

This, alas! is the moſt Cutting and Melancholy 
Thought of all the reſt; becauſe it ſeems to exclude me 
from the common Benefit of Sinners, and pronounces me 
an Outlaw againſt the General Act of Indemnity. For if he, 
who is my Redeemer, ſhould turn my Enemy; if he, thro” 
whole Name only I can obtain Life, ſhou!d-Senrence me to 
Eternal Death; Who can mitigate my Fate? Who can re- 
verſe, my Doom? Prayers are uſeleſs, and Interceſſion is 
Vain; Friendſhip can't help me in this Time of Adverſity, 
nor Gold and Silver blind the Eyes of my enrag'd Fudge: I 
may be as heavy and diſconſolate, as reſtleſs and uneaſie 
as I pleaſe; I may turn from fide to fide, without ever 
changing my Pain; and rove up and down for Conn; 

withour 


32 The Devout Saul. Bock 1. 
without procuring the leaſt Settlement or Repoſe to m 
afflicted Mind. Es f — g 


Go to, therefore, O my ilry Soul, weep and howl; for, 


without a ſerious Courſe of Repenrance, thy Deſtruction 5; 
near, and thy Damnation —8 Call nom, 
hb g. 1. and ſee if there be any that will help thee ; if 
: ©  _. there be any of thy, former Companions and 
Brethren in Iniquity, who are willing to eſpouſe thy Inte: 
reſt, or able to plead thy Cauſe. See, if there be auy who 
dare interpoſe between thee and an angry God, and can 
preſume to skreen thee. from the Deyouring Flame. See, ⁶ 
8 any of the celebrated Pleaſures of Sin, can ſilence the 
lamouts and Outrages of Conſcience, and relieve thy di- 
ſtracted Mind under the Bitterneſs of her preſent Agonies. 


1 << * 
* 26 4 4 o 


POE M. 


== | 4 61 ö Ain 

NA raging Fury has my Soul poſſeſt,- 
W And —— — Conflicts le in my Breaſt ? 
My ſtaring Eyes, and trembling Limbs declare 
The grindiag Agonies of deep Deſpair. 

Horror and Anguiſn in my Boſom dwell, 

And reſtleſs Fears preſage the Pains of Hell. 
Febrific Hears, my ſcorching Vitals ſeize ; k 
My griping Erarails s I'could tear for Eaſe. 


So kindling Flames in Etna Bowels pent, ., 

' Firſt thin rh' inteſtine Air, and heave for vent; 

Till ſtronger Fires the Sulph'rous Mountain burſt,  ' 
And ſtrow Trinacria's Shores with Stones and Duft. 


And Cinſciencte ſtorms at the tremendous Bar, 

"Conſcience, my Fudge and Executioner. | 
tience, Heaven's Vice-Rey, to maintain his Cauſe, 

And call down Vengeance on his broken Laws: 

This Fury Conſcience, ro my Mind preſents, 

In various Shapes, her deftin'd Puniſhments, 


Black gloomy Theughts the guilty Bil prefer, 2 | 


ch I.. Of a Guilty Conſciince. 33 


If to her loneſome Walks my Soul retreats, 

Conſcience attends her with her awful Threats: 

O'er Flats and Mountains ſhe purſues the Chaſe, 

And haunts each ſhady Grove and ſilent Place. 3. 
And if the Wind in haſty Murmurs blows, { 
Ill boding Thought ſome — Omen ſnews. 
And points at Vengeance ruſtling thro' the Boughs: f 


II I, from Conipany propoſe Redraſs, _ - 
And ſeek to drown my Troubles in my Glaſs z | 
Conſcience impairs my Mirth, my Blifs annoys,” ' + 
And ſecret Checks tye down my riſing Joys. 


Sometimes, "ris true, the Grapes izing Juice 

May jovial Airs, and merry Tales produce: 

Then caſt Oblivion round the Drunkard's Brains, 

And bind the Conſcience in lethargic Chains : 

Yer feeble is rhe Charm, the Reſpit ſmall ; 

And what ſhould free, does but the more enthra/, 
So fart'ning Oils may ſeem ro damp the Fire, 

Not to extinguiſh, but enflame ir higher. 

Tho Thought awhile the humpiſh Soul forſakes, 

When Reaſon quickens, and the Drunkatrd wakes, 


+ eps Wy 


Abs — © 


, 


The Fit of Conſcience will return again, 
And with re-doubl'd Force th' Auack maintain: 
Remorſe and Shame diſtract each guilry Part, 
And ſad Memento's rack my ſhiv'ring Heart. 


Sometimes, methinks, th' enrag'd Almighty ſtands, 
(Lightning in's Eyes, and Thunder in his Hands:) 
Prepar'd to pour whole Vollies of his Wrath, 

And fix me panting to th' aſtoniſh'd Earth. 


Beneath my Feet, the Ground at other times 
Gapes to abſorb me for my daring Crimes: 
And then, methinks, I ſee the Sulphur glide 
In flaming Torrents down the Stygian Tide. 
hear, methinks, th' infernal Monſters Howls, 
It And feel the Torturts of departed Souls. 

D 


Then 


14 be De vont Soul. Bobk I. 


Then tell me, bold preſumptuous Mortal, tell, 
(When Conſcience gives thee _ a Plan of Hell) 
Tell me, thou Wretch, who with undaunted Pride, 
Thy God haſt lighted, and his Prieſts defy'd : 
What Stratagem can Wit or Courage find. 
* calm the Tumults of a raging Mind ?. 

omantic Fool . Thou 'may'ſt ro Deſarts fly, 
And court the falling Rock to cover thee. 

But Rocks and Deſarts can no Shelter give; 
Nor Hills, nor Dales the ſick ning Soul relieve. 
For Nature's Works ſhall be to Ruins hurP'd, 
Whilſt chou in endleſs Bains. 6 ſurviy'ſt ot World. 


eur HYMN ks 
W = EN I am in Hedvineſs, I wil ehink apen Ged ; when 
my Heart is vexed, I will complain. (Pl. 77. 3.) 


Thou bole mine E yes waking, and malt my Bed in Tears. 


In the Ns be Tan with my own Heart, and ſearch out 
my Spirits. V. 6.) 

In the Dꝙ I go mourning und diſconſolate, and rear for the 
very Diſquicentſs of my Soul. (Pl. 38. 8.) | 

Will the Lord (ſay I) abſent himſelf for ever, and be no 
more entreated ? (PI. 77. 7.) 


Is his Mero clean gone for ever, and his Promiſe come utter- 4 3 


ly to an End for evermore? (V. 8.) 
Hath the Lord forgotten to be pron 2 and will be ſhut up | 


his Leving-kindneſs in Dil} 1 2 
Lord! How long wilt t 


like Fire, yogems. ag 2 (Pl. 79. 5. 


and that ſoon : for I am come to great Miſem. (V. 8.) 
Thou writeſt bitter things againſt me, and makeſt me to poſe | 
ſeſs the Sins of my Youth. (Job 13. 26.) 


be angry * 54 thy Jealcuſ je burn | 


: 3 


=_ 
_ 

1 RX 
= 


'O ! Remember not my old Sins; but have mevcy upon me, 


1 


- "Ii gf 
„ 


Thy wrathful Diſpleaſure . over 80 and the Fear of thee 1 4 


bath undone me. (Pl. 88. 16.) 
Thy Terrorg have ſet thernſetves 6 in arrdy againſt me, and dy | 
Judgments are drawn up to attack my Soul. (Job 440) 


CTB. II. n Guilty Conſcitnce. We. : 
O Lord! Revoke thy Fury, ſheath up thy Vengeance, 

and contend not with the Works of thine own Hand. 

. Help me; O' Lord of my Salvation, for the Glory of thy Name : 

OR and be merciful to my Sin, for thy Name's ſake. 

(Pl. 79. 9. | * (Bs + 6 = 


A OD has kepr my Actions upon Record, antl filed my 
| Ye —— in the Court of Heaven. 
He will ſummon in Evidence againſt me ar the Day of 

Judgment, and expoſe my Secret Sins at the laſt Conflagra- 


tion. : MELT 

I ſhall ſtand arraign'd in the Preſence of Angels, and 
my crucify'd Saviour ſhall be conſtituted my Judge. 

The Fore-bodings of Conſcience warn me of this. fiery 
2 and the Scripture commands me to ſtand upon my 

uard. INN | 
For the Fudge of all the World will do right, and repay the 
Sinner according to hi Deſerving. (Gen. 18. 26.) 
For he hath no where declar'd Impunity to Profarierieſs 
nor exempred my Body from rhe Rigour of Puniſhment : 
But has given ſome Inſtances of his Diſpleaſure, whilſt 
I remain upon Earth, as an Earneſt of what I muſt ſuffer 
Hie has erected a Court of Conſcience in my Breaſt; and 
made my own Mind the Executioner of his Vengeance. 

IF I be wicked, wo unto me; and if I were righteous, jet 
would I not lift up my Head. (Job 10. 15.) * | 
For I know, the Righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, (1 Per.4.18.) 
and rhe beſt Performances can'r ſtand the Trial of a ſevere 

f / 


ge. » $6488 1h 
As for the Wicked, they ſhall be turned into Hell, and alt 
the People that forget God. (PL. 9.17.) | | 
Oh! — I had never been — — * hateful 8 
clety, nor caſt in my Lot with the Tranſgreſſors. (Prov. 1. 14. 
Oh! Thar my Houſe had nor boon the Aſylum of Fatticn, 
and my Soul were a Stranger to the Cabals of Seducers. 


D 2 PRATER 


p RAT ER I. 


O Moſt es | Ind coinpaiionare God, who knoweſt 
the Torments of a wounded Mind, to be too Nek eat 
for the Infirmities of Fleſn to bear; n the R 1 
ments of thy Bleſſed Spirit under all choſe r Trials, w 
thy Providence has allotted me to undergo : And ler the 
Anguiſh of my Conſcience give me ſuch. 4 juſt Sence of 
the Guilt of my Adtions,, that I may bring forth Fruits 
meet for e and receive the A — of my Sins 
— e Merits and Lauda hen of my 1 der vero 


= R 4 YE R II. 

W. me, O God, the Danger of my Sia, and the un- 
avoidable: \Conſequences of my Diſpbedience: Give 
me a true Nation both of thy Fuſtice and Mercy; and ler 
me ſo remper the Mildneſs of the Que with the Severity of 
the Other, that I may neither run into Preſumption, nor 
fink wider Defpair. Take me, O Lord, under thy Fatherly 
Correction, and chaſtiſe me according to the Rules of hy: 
Mfinire Wiſdom and Goodneſs : Bur deliver me uss into the 
Hands of Satan, nor ſuffer the Wicked te have domynion over. 
me. Thou art a God, whoſe Property is is always 1 have mercy 
and to forgive: Oh! Be 'propeions 0 an alle —— 
and —— me an Example of thy Clemency. Oh! Speak, 
Peace to my Soul'in her preſent Hurry and Diſtraction, and 
fave her at laſt from the bitter Pains of Eternal Death. 


CHAP. 
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235 


AY 


nA wo 
' Off ences Kauf God. _— 


wo a 
e 4 . 


5 nenne 
. 2 8 A 1. * + l 2 * | 
agent thee on hve 1 fed, nd die vhs Evil nbi. 


* 


I 437 01 
Z 


EET CRISE 
| A2 AK thee, 0 my Powerful and Onmiporent God, 


have I committed 3 Sins; and in on. 
tempt of thy Hol Man Deſpite of 1 
venting Grace, ee wi Te ence and Preſumpri- 
on from one Degree of Villany..: 10 1 Well may [ 
complain chat my Sint arg more in Number than o 0 
be Hairs of my He Head , 795 in een Foy 
in every relation I bear to 1 have been a notorious 
and ſcandalous. Ins ens 1 As a. e I bave been un- 
mindful of Thee, my A as a Servant, I have been 
faithleſs to Thee, my er 3. as a Son, L have been uns 
dutiful to Thee, my Father; and as a ee I have 
been a Rebel to Thee, my Sovereign. againſt 
Thee, N have I often ſinned, ap commured the moſt 
abominable Wickedneſſes in thy. Sig 1 f Thee have 
lifred up my (any and ri ts my Heart * In thy Sight 
avel Proline Lag] N A I 1 
Harlot with mam Lovers 4. Oh may, 5 
aſtoniſh'd at Lhe ver Abuse 78 Ane pl dread the 
iſmal Effects and Confequences of J frame terri- 
le Idea's of thy Vengeance, and apply all the Thrrat- 


1. and a ine i yo my iltracted Soul. 


D 3 | Were 


38 Fhe Devout Soul. Book F. 


Were my Offences only againſt Men, finful Men, like my 
ſalf, I might perhaps, be in a Capacity of making ſome Re- 
ſtirution to them; or, at leaſt, might ſtop tbe Mouths of my 
Accuſers, by drawing a Parallel between our ſeveral ACti- 
ons, and oppoſing their Sins ro my own. But ſince m 
Tranſgreſſions are levell'd againſt a pure and holy God, 
whoſe ſpotleſs Nature as much abhors every Act of Sin, as 
his Iullice does the Sinner; I know nor how I ſhall be a- 
ble ro make up the Breach, or clear my ſelf from thoſe 
juſt Imputations I lye under. Ir is in vain to put a falſe 
Gloſs or Varniſh upon my Actions, and to repreſent no- 
torious Matter of Fact with any favaurable and extenua- 
ting Circumſtances : For I cannor pretend to reſtrain the 
Arm of. Omnlporence, or reverſe the Decrees' of Eternal 
Fare; I can't pretend ro impoſe upon Omniſcience, or to 
blind the Eyes of that God, who ſees my Thoughts in 
their Embryo, and records all the minute Paſſages of my 
Life, Bur alas! My Sins are too flagrant to be conceal'd, 
and roo notorious to be palliated; and I wiſh they may 
nor be too inveterate to be rectify d, and too great to be 

rdon'd. For Habirs in general, are obſerved to grow 
into a ſecond Nature; and Vicious ones in particular have 
this Advantage towards the Accompliſhmenr of their Ends, 
that they are always ſecure of the Aſſiſtance of Fleſh and 
Blood, and to have their Propoſals back'd with a Company 
of rude and boiſterous Paſſions: And when Sin once finds 
Entrance into the Heart, and rakes poſſeſſion of the inward 
Man, Grace immediately removes her Habitation, and 
leaves the Captive Sinner to the mercileſs Uſage and In- 
ſults of his Enemies. FF 
I am very ſuſpicious and fearful that this is my particu: 
lar Caſe; and the Number and Aggravation of my Sins 
makes me tremble at the Thoughts of a Future State, 
The more I ſearch, the more I am confounded ; and the 
deeper I probe, the ers the more difficult I perceive 
the Cure, and the greater Neceſſity for preſent Applicati- 
ons. O God, be not thou ſevere againſt me; Do not thou enter 
ethic, into Judgment with thy Servant: For behcld, I 
* Job de. 4. am vile, what foal I anſwer thee * > I muſt lay 
my Hands upon my Mouth, and plead guilty. For-if I ſhouttl 

LEES juſtifie my ſelf, mine own Actions would condemn 
wt If I ſoould ſay that I am perfect, they would 
grove me ſereſſe t. "ll 


Ch. I. Of Offencer againff God. 39 


I have ſhamefully deſerted my. God, and polluted my 


own Soul: I have degraded my Nature, and abus d my 
Creator. Mine Iniquities have ſeparated between 
me and him, and my Sins have bid his Face from i 34 (. 
me, that he will not hear. And. under waer 
Colour or Pretence then, can I ſue for loſt Privileges; 
or how can I expect Re-admifſion into the Divine Favour > 
What Degrees of Condeſcenſion will procuve-my/Pardon ; 
or what Services qualifie me for the Almighty's Prorecti. 
on ꝰ What Oblarions'can appEaſe his Anger, or what Ran- 
ſom pay off the Debt to offended Juſtice?s?s 
Should I preſent him with my Subſtance, or compliment 
him with my Life and Fortune, I return him nothing but hit 
own, and am ſtill in the Number of anprofitable Servants. 
Should I come before him with Burnt- Offerings and Sacri. 
fices, and tender him the Fruit of my Body for tbe 
Sin of my Soul: Should I preſume to pleaſe him ie 6.6, 71 
with thouſands of Rams, or with tenthouſandsof Ri-\ , ..  _ 
vers of Oil &; WHñy! His own (elfhas aſſur d me; that he has 
no need of Vain Oblations, neither will be ear \ , 
Bulls Fleſh; or drink. the Bloed of Goats, | * ot 1. 
Bur yet, after all this, there is a Sacrifice of another 
nature, which he will accept of: A troubled Spi= VV, 
rit, O God ! is thy Sacrifce; 4 Broken and u yt. 51 17 
Contrite Heart | is the Oblation which thou haſt 


+ My guilty Legs tremble; when they ſhould carry mg 
A the Temple, of the Lord; and I dare Inos approach his 


am, venture to meddle with Sacred Things? What Lot or. 
Inheritance can I expect in Heaven, who have waſted my 
N Riotous Living here upon Earth? Can I think 

ere iy ffHl a Reſerve of Mercy for the profligate Sons of 


D 4 - | "Weng - 


Nw 
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Men; and a freſh Prixe #6 be put into the Hinds of Fodls 2 

Can I think, my Father hath another Bleſſing for Me, even 

Me, the vileſt of his Sons, who have ſo prodigally laviſh'd 

and ſquander d away the Former? Alas: Alas | The Un- 

2 ly and bis Ungodli neſs gre both althe hateful to 

7 and He opens — yes than to be- 

" will never look a lewd and de- 

— Creature as Tam, wd be do make me an Ex- 
ample of his Vengeance. 

No, no: Stop a little, O my diffident and miſtruſtful 
— — and be ly our th how thou pronounceſt any thing ſo 
t the abſolute Decrode of God, and ho 
TEM en 59.1 ate of ſinful Man. Behold, the Lord's 

| Fnal Sare that it odnnot ſave ; neither = 
| bis Ear heavy, that it cannot hear F Why then, ſhould I har- 8 

bour an . ſuch black and diſconſolate Thoughts, as ſtint he 6 
Grace of God, and ſet Limits ro his boundleſs Mercy > 

+ Plal.az. f. V ſbomluzſt ehen be fo exceeding heavy, O my 
| ra foggy er pF wg rr Fur ted — 
me r Oh! Fs "—_ — the Mu ye may — 

ifs. 43.248, ee: the farmer ol 5, an 
ONS 43.15. omeddber the things of old Fd Il; and by a 
ring his paſt Favours, let thy Hopes workin and thy 
Expectations rais'd of Try e | 
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Ch H. Of Offeaces gain Gu 41 
* enen N 
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the Seven firfb Verſes the 
Hunte ug 2 5 of 5 


J. | 


O All ye Bei ings of the World, draw r near; ; 
Hearken, O Heavens, and @ Enrth, give Ear 3 
And, O ye diſtant Poles, attentive hear "Ws: 


Let awful Silence creep "ah, 
On the calm Wings of Ni = | 
And ſmooth the raging Surface of the Ou : ** 
Let rapid Winds and Tempeſts ceaſes, x 


And ſpri ohrly Motion be confin'd to Reft. 47 
'Tis GOD, who does the the Iiſt hing World vi. rol 
'Tis GOD, who bids ſuſpended Nature Rar 1 
The diſmal Tidings, which his Lis declare. o 


= LIE 9 „ * 
- 1 . 1989 35 4 
. * 


-- . 


F;'rel has been my l San 7 1 
And all my Royal Favours has engroſt: 
I took the Infant from his Mother's * Womb 
Nurs'd him with Pains, and bred him up with cot: 
But as th unruly Youth advanc' d 7 W 3 
And with Obedience ſhould re- pay my Cares 
From the kind Parent's Breaſt by 14 oy his Head, | 
Diſown'd the Pow'r which firſt his Hut ger f. fed, 


And ſpurn'd the gen'rous ey which * him Nad 


The fi Oxe-dwns a A 5 ad 9 
And beiſance ro his Maſter's Hand; 
And = dull Aſs, by Nature's Inſtinct led, 

Reveres the Powers by which he's fed. KK. 

But Jacob's Sons more Bruriſh AN 

And bid Defiance to their Go 

Not ſcard by Threats, not both d by Love, 


They brave his Thunder, and conte mn the Rod. ru, 
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ve . Inkdels! 
Ye rough Im — EE" 
Whoſe daring Vice all unds exchls, 
And hardens under Puniſthmenrs! 
Fhe.bearen Tracks. of Vice ye always rtace ; 
(Ye curſed Offsprin — Rao !) 
Your Fathers e purſue ; 
Still furbiſh their — rimes anew, | 
And the Rebellion! ſownin them, ſprings * =O 8 in You: 


n * 4 . 


If in the trying Furnace ye are thrown, 

And rpg Far melred downs, 

Vet whey the piercing Flame's withdrawn, 
Your former Hardneſs ye 75 Again, : 

And grow more ſtupid under Pain. 
Nor Rogs, nor Fetters can your Life pal . 
The more y are beat, rhe more JF Bills ſil offend. . 
So when the Conſtityglon's out of c ourſe,. 
What ſhould ſupport ir, makes ir worſe ; 
No wholſome Food can give the Body Eaſe ; 
| Bur Phyfic turns to a Diſeaſe. IS 


on x" 
There might, perhaps, be ſome Redreſs, 
And bounteous Heav'n might ſome Expedient find, 
To quell the Ragings of a torturd Mind, 
f you d retract your Wickedneſs: a 


Bur ah! Y*are wedded to your Miſery, 


And with full Sails purſue your Deſtiny : 
Th* Infection pterces to the Heart, 
And ſpreads its Venom rhro' each diſtant Part. 
o ſculking Member can be fre: 
But Prince and People both are poiſon d with the Malady, 


VII. 


Your God abhors your 1 TROW 
And ſhuts his Ears againſt your Cries. 
The Time's expir'd, which was for Penance lent, 


And your new Crimes W Ken Panuſkment, 


ch. . of Offences againſt God. 
In vain, Believe me, tis in vain 

To ſeek for Help, and fruitleſs ro complain. 
Ye may lye wekring in your Pain; 
Ye may, with Sighs and Tears behold 

An ulcer'd ody and a torrur'd Soul : "7 
No kind Phyfician can be found i Po 

Wich W II the Wound: bro bar TV 


9 Fan. not _ ſaith By Lads de — 8 
4 Preſence ? ſaith the Lord of Hoſts," (ſer. 5 . 

| Which have placed the Sand for the Bound ef the 2 by a 
IJ perpetual Decree, that it cannot paſs it? \(V22.) © 

I And though the Waves thereof roſs themſelves, yet can they not 
prevail; though they roar, yer tan they not paſt oer it. (V. ibid ) 

Idwell in Everlaſtingneſs, and beho from. aber e in 
the Heaven, and in the vs (2 Eſdr. 8. 10.) 

n ineſtimable, and my Glory cannot be compreten 
ded. (V. 21.) 

' Before me the Hoſt of Angels ſtand with Trembling, 3 
very Ft of Heaven are thoniſhed when F am wrath. Job 
26. 11 

My. Looks drieth uy the Depths, and my Indignation 0 
the Mountains to nels emo (2 _ 8. Tage * 

My Service is converſant in Ni T my Fury is 
poured ou? like Fire. (Nah. 1. 6.) 1 | 
© My Word is true, and Sayings conſtant ; my cane dee 
1 ; ftromp, and Ordinance is fearful. (2 Eſdr. 8. 24 8 
3 I have my Mag in the Whirlwind , and in the Storm, and * 
Clouds are the Duſt of my Feet. (Nah. 1. 3. 

The Mountains quake at me, and the Hills and the Earth are 
burnt up at my Preſence ; yea, the World, and all that dwell 
therein. (V. 5.) 

Who then can ſtand before my Indignation ? and who can 4 
bide-the'Fierceneſs of my Anger 2 (V. 6.) 

J am jealous, and revenge; I revenge, and am furious. (V.1.) 

I will take Vengeance on my Mdverſeries, and have reſerved 
wy for mine Enemies. (V. ibid.) 
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Wi I ſee the Hendl aii 2 God upon abe a 
Catalogue o mx 


ſhazzar' , chan rg, 2. 4 
bew dd ty Thoig bes Frouble me ? ke Bel 2 
Fearfulneſs pF Trembling come = me, and an bene 3 


Dread overwhelmeth me. (Pl. 5. l.) * 5 8 

The Foints of my Loins re lyſed, and | my N bw one | Þ 
againſt another. (Dan. 5. 6.) . = 
My Serength faileth me for he. I wi my Heart 5 
of my Body, is eve)s like melting Wax. (Pl. 2.2, 14.) MY 
O Lord, rebuke me not in thine 3 neither & ten | 3 


Diſple PC. 6. | | 
thine dre faſt * mm, and thy Hand preſſeib me 


There is no Health in my Fle 5 thy bi = 
8 Reſt in my reaſon 


"Ry — — ae gon * * 6 ; 
Hawe mercy upon me, O Lord, Id o Lond, bear 


Bonzs are-vexed. (Pl, 6: ; 
2 alſo 1 l bow long wil ben 1 


puniſh me ? (V 
O-! hear the Prayer of thy Servant, and give ear be Pen. 
tien of thy Creature. E Eſdr. 8. 450 | 
*O! e Sins of t Pen 15 
antv them, whi thee in Truth. (V. 


- 
in 
5 


ch U O offencet againſt God. 45 
eee: 


P RAT ER I. 


E Almi gbey God, — alone can'ſ order * unruly 
Wills and AﬀeRions of ſinful Men; 

unto thy People, — bps may love the — — the 
which thou comm d defire that which d L 
thou —L promile ; L o among the fi 

and manifold Changes of this World, our Hearts may 
ſurely there be fixed, where true Joys are to be fouud ; 


TS thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


PRAYER 3 


[O Juſt and Holy, God, wie hawk s 


Greamefs of my Offences, and the Meanneſs of my 
beft Performances 3 I become an humble P 


etitionet w thy 
Divine Majefty, thar the many repeated Aggravations of 


a ous Sint may not ſtop the of thy Fas 
and affign me over to Eternal — td. but 
hold of the univerſal Pardon ue to Sin- 

ba hriſt Jeſus; and may be freed the Captivity 


Hof Satan, — the * by the Lover of 


Souls, Amen. 
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more in number than the Heirs of my Head, and my Heart grows 
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Of Confeſſion of Sins, 
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3 * PSAL. 32. 5. | 
<<. I will confeſi my Tranſprefſion to the Lord. 


wal] 8 0 
1 . 2 
Wo S TC. | is 


MEDITATION. 

My God ! To what an execrable Courſe of Life 

have I proftirured my ſelf for theſe laſt Years ; 
arid with what a Knot of looſe Companions have 
Tlink'd my Soul > I have been paſt the Sence of Feeling, 
and beyond rhe Power of Remorſe ; plung'd into the 
Depths of Stupidity, and even dead in Trefpaſſes and Sins : 
But, (Thanks be to thy tender Love and Generoſity!) 19 
begin now to recover my Senſes ; and my Soul is awakned 
from her Drowſineſs and Lethargy. I am willing ro throw i 
my ſelf at thy Feet with the urmoſt Submiſſion, and deli- 
ver my Confeſſion in all the ſincere and unaffected Strains 
of a penicenrtial Heart. no _ 
Behold then, here Ihe, O ſweet and endearingſeſus! under 
che bitter Apprehenſions of thy Diſpleaſure, and the ſevere 
Condemnation of my own Conſcience. Here Ihe, O Almigh- 
® jer. 6.26, 7 Father! upon the Bed of Heavineſs, girded wit 
S Sackcloth, and wallowing in Aſhes ; puniſh- 1 
ing my Body for the Offences of my Soul. For innu- 
; merable Troubles are come about me, and my Sins hace 

+ Pl, 40.15. talen ſuch hold upon me, that Iam incapable of Mo- 
tion, and unable to lift up mine Eyes : yea, they are 
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faint, and my Strength faileth me f. Oh! What ſhall T do un- 
der theſe perplexing Calamities? Where ſhall I find any real 
Satisfaction under theſe fearful and diſconſolate — 

ances? 


ch II Of Confeſſon of Sid. 47 
ſtances? O Lord! Let it be thy Pleaſure to deliver me: 
Make haſte, O Lord ! to help me: For thou alone, art in 
a Capacity to aſſwage my preſent Pain: Thou canſt miti- 
gate my Sorrows, and even reverſe my impending Doom. 
Againſt Thee, Thee only have I ſinned, and done this « 2. fi. .. 
Evil in thy fight, And therefore unto rhee, O ' 
Phyſician of Souls, 1 diſcloſe the Wounds of my Heart, and 
the Flaws of my Confcience, in hopes of Eaſe and Relief 
from thy healing Hand. | | 
Ob! That my _ were — — — Eyes 4 Fountain 
of Tears, that I mi Day and Night for my 
2. ! Oh! That Fhad is che —— 1 lodg- NN 
ing · plare, that I might leave the People, and go from them f. 
For then I ſhould diſcard my vicious Acquaintance, and 
bid adieu to an ill· natur d World: Then I might be Ma- 
ſter of my own Time, and have Leiſure to ſettle the Af. 
fairs of my Soul: I might call my paſt Actions ro remem 
brance, and make the beſt Aronemenr I could for my Sins. 
Alas! The Croud and . Noiſe of the World difturb me, 
and the Fatigue and Hurry of continual Buſineſs baniſh 
good Thoughts arid Reſolutions from my Mind. Bur I 
muſt," I will endeavour, .to bring my ſelf to a more com- 
pos'd and ſedare Temper, and ro poſſeſs my Soul with ſuch 
a Godly Sorrow, as may.produce a thoro' Reformation, 
and make an effectual Change in my Life and Manners. 
Wich what Shame and Confuſien of Face, do I remember, 


to be called thy Sen + 2 With what Horror and Amazement 


1; that I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and in thy 
-_ abe, O R and am no more worthy n 


do I look upon the Forfeiture of my ancient Privileges ? 


— 9 With what Regrer and Indignation, do I contemplate the 
h.  vnbappy Poſture of my preſent Aﬀairs? I might have con- 
575 2 fider'd, chat the Lord ſearcheth the Heart, and | 


rrieth the Reins || ; that Je knows my down-ſitting © - 


- 4 and up- riſing, and under ſtandeth my Thoughts afar "If 139. 3: 
ns . Burl was willing to entertain a more favourable O- 
to. Pinion of the Deity, and to excuſe my ſelf in a voluntary 


Courſe of Wickedneſs, by a diſhonourable Notion of the 
Divine Attributes. I thought, (poor deluded Soul as I 
was !) that ſince my Sins were committed in the dark, and 
lay hid from the Eyes of Men, the Almighty would nor 
fee them, nor the Moſt High regard them. But now my 
diſtra- 


* 


48 .The Neven Seal. Book I, 
diſtracted Conſcience obliges me ro 'revoke my Errors; 
and the Voice of Reaſon, as well as Revelation, ſatisſios 
+ Job 34 22. Mme, that chere is uo Darkneſs, nor Shadow of 
Daoath, where the Workersof Iniquity may bide 
themſelves * fram an. Omniſciear and Powerful God. He 
will not ſuffer his Hencur to be affronted, or his Majeſty 
trampFd upon; his Laws vidlated, or his Name profan d. 
If we refuſe to repent, when he has fo often-call'd upon us, 
and ſo kindly invited us to it we muſt blame our own 
Folly and Stubborneſt, and not reflect upon his Wiſdom 
and Goognels. For God vill not always condeſcend to the 
Follies, nor riue with the perverſe Mumours of ſinful 
Men. If they prove deaf to the Overtures of his Love 
and Mercy, they muſt expect an unuſua} Summons, and 
quite different Treatment from his Juſtice. For the 
A 31 Glietering Sword will be brandiſh'd over their 
Deut 32 41, Heads, and tbe Inſtrumente of Death made ready 
N | againſt their Souls. The right aiming Thunder- 
bolts will appear in the World, and the Arrows of Venge- 

ance be made drunk in the Bleod of the Perſectitors l. 
And therefore, O my Soul, conſider what a fearful thing 
4 meb 10 11. i #5 fo fal into the Hands of the loving God + ; 
| and do thy urmoſt Eudeavour to ſtop the Fury 
of the Executioner, and to prevent thy own Ruin. Go, 
provide the 2 of Prayers, of Sighs, and of Tears; 
and embark all thy Forces in the momentous Enterprize of 
Salvation. Lay cloſe Siege to the Throne of Grace, and 
try if thou can ſt take Heaven: by the Violence of Devotion. 
Conſider what Strictneſs and Auſterities thy Religion obli- 
ges thee to; conſider the Difficulties of entring into the 
Kingdom of Glory; how many are called, and how few are cho- 
v Nat a0. tö. Jen d. And do, Oh! Do thy fincere Endea- 
vour, ta be one of che ſelect Number of 


Saints. 


POEM 


Ch; III Of Confeſſion of Sins. 42 
2 5 8 K . 8 c 
| Takes chiefly from the 5rf Pſalm. | 


2/701 20 1% 1 fon f 
O Gracious God! Propitious King! 
Whoſe Kindneſs knows no End; 
O unexhauſted Spring! 5 
From whence the Streams of Mercy rowl 
Let the refreſhing Current now deſcend. 
And cool the Ragings of my burning Soul. 
. . . 
My Sins, O God! I muſt confeſs, 
Are like thy Mercies, numberleſs. 
Still, ſtill before my frighred Eyes, 
| The hideous Proſpect ſtands ; 
Terror upon my Concience lies 
And guiltleſs Blood defiles my Hands. 

: 2 1454 ö i III. | * | 05 | 
'Tis Thee, tis Thee, my conſtant Friend; 
'Tis Thee, my Parent and my God; _ 
The kind Protector in my Cares; ' 

The tender Guardian of my infant Tears: 
'Tis Thee, 'tis Thee, my Sins offend, 
And dread the Laſhes of thy vengeful Rod. 
N a | TY. | 
At thy tremendous Bar I ſtand, 
Imploring Mercy from thy Hand. 
Array'd with Truth, fhould'ſt thou in Fudgment ſit, 
And Me condemn to fall; 
Thy Fuſtice, Lord, I muſt acquir, 
And curſe my ſelf, the Criminal. 


E V. Thou 
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Thou kfiow'ſt how firſt I did begin; 

How my Conceprion was in Sin ; 

And how the Seeds of Wickedaeſs 

Were mingled in the working Maſs : 

Thou know it when from my Mother's Womb, 
- _ The ſtruggling areftert come, NON 
{ drew Pollution with my early Breath, 
And ſuck d in Guilt from her who brought me fortli. 


8 VI. Af ' | ES. 

Bur Thou, O Lord, (whoſe, piercing Eye 
Can rhro' the lurking Holes of Conference prie:) .. 

Thou, Holy God, doſt me require . 

To quench che Flames of luſtful Fire, 

And quell the Rebel. Thought within, 

juſt as tis dawning into Pu, = 

And ſtop the Riſings of. each fond. Deſite. 
But ah ! Th' Attempt muft unfucceſsful prove; 
Without Aſſiſtance ftom thy gen rous Love. _ 


. Den | 
Purge me with Hyſſep, and J ſhalt be clean; 
Waſh me, O God, from ev'ry Toartifome Stain: 
And then my Soul, with new-fall'n Snow ſhall viez 
In harmleſs white Simplicity,  , _.._.... 
Diſpel the low'ting Cloud of Woe, © | 
Which hangs upon thy heavy Bro. 
Let the dark diſmal Scene rerire; 
And joyful News ſalute my Ear: N ved 
The joyful News I mean, 5 rea - 1 
That thou Haſt pardon'd all my Sin. bs 
Then ſhall new Life ſeize ev'ry Part; 
My Tongue ſhall propagate thy Praiſes round; 
My broken Bones ſhall into Order ſtarr, 
And dance tranſported at the pleaſing Sound. 
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My Sins are 0 I... 
They tan't the fiery rial 
Thy killing Preſence does — 
n me ſuch — ang Deſpair, | 
y Spirirs flag, my Heart is faint ; 
My Lis grow weary of Complain, 
And my cold Blood runs back for feat. 


— ſend me e kind Reprieve z 
er gentle Mercy me live: 

Ler nor. thy Vengeance cry aloud; 
„But hide thy Wrathful Face a- while 
Under the Covert of ſome friendly Cloud, 


Till Pity calms thee to a pleaſing Smile. 


Then let thy milder Rays appear 
Wich their refreſhing Influence. 
Ler Mercy's Hand eraſe the. i 
And free th' Offender from his Guilt and Feat: 


* 


Send down che Holy Paracle 83 
To turn diſtotted Nature's Bent; . 
To guide th' unskilful Penitent, 
And Reformarion's dawning Work compleat. 
Let him erect his Empire in my Soul, 
And dictatè there 1 — Cotirroul : : 
Ler him each ſecrer Thoughr inſpect ; 
And if Rebelfious Paſſions ſhould combine 


To murin in; let him correct 
Th' unruly Sallies of my boiſt'rous Mind. 


51 


HT MN I. | 
PHE Firſt Adam beari ing a wicked Heart, tranſgreſſed, ind 


was overcome: and ſo be 


E 2 


they that are born of him. (Ef. „4 


0 thou Adam! what haſt thou done? For tho it was theu th ar 
i Iz 
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ſinnedſt, thou art not fallen alone; but we all that come of thee, 
(Ch. 7. 48.) . 

Thus Infirmity was made permanent; ſo that the Good 
deparigd away, and he Evil abode ſtill. ( Ch. 2.28.) : 

The Heart of Proſperity became deceitful above all things, 
and deſperately wicked ; Mo can know it ? (Jer. 17.9.) 

When was it that they which dwell upon the Earth, have not 
ſinned in thy ſight > Or what People bath kept thy Commanad- 
ments? (2 Eſdr. 3. 35.) | | a | | 

For in truth, there is none among them that be born, but 
hath dealt wickedly; and amongſt the Faithful there is none 
which hath not done amiſs,” (Ch. 8. V. 35.) | 3 

For our Tranſpreſſions are multiplied before thee, and our Sins il 
reſtifie againſt us. (Iſa. 59. 12.) 'Y 

We ncknojledre, O Lord, our WWickedneſs, and the Iniquity 
of our Fore-fathers. (Jer. 14. 20.) 4 
o can tell how oft he offendeth ? O! cleanſe thou me from 
my ſecret Faults. (PI. 19. 12.) 

Keep thy Servant from preſumptuous Sins, leſt they get the 
dominion over me: fo ſball I be unde filed, and innocent from the 
great Offence.” (V. 13.) | ah 

Let the W:rdsof my Mouth, and the Meditation of my Heart 
be geceptable in thy fight. (V. 14.) Rok 

| Shew me thy Ways, O Lord; and teach me thy Paths : Guide 
my Feet, ang influence my Heart. (P.. 25. 3.) | | 

Lead me forth in thy Truth, and learn me: for thou art the 
God of 8 Salvation : In thee hath been my hope all the day 
long. (V. 4.) HOG 21; | = 

Call to remembrance, O Lord, thy tender Mercies and Loving- i 
kindneſſes, which have been ever of old. (V. 35. | 7 

O remember not the Sins and Offences of my Youth : But ac- 
cording to thy Mercy, think thou upon me, O Lord, for thy Gocd- 


— 


neſs. (V. 7.) | — 


HYMN II. 


o not thine own Mind and thy Strength, to wall in the | 
Mays of thy Heart. (Ecclus 5. 2.) | 
Say not, I have ſinned, and what harm hath hapned unto me? 
js tho the Lord is long-ſuffering, he will in no wiſe let thee go. 
{ £ 4.) 


Cay 
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Say not, who ſhall controul me for my Warks ? For the Lord 
will ſurely revenge thy Pride. (V. 4.) | 

For Wrath, as well as Mercy, comes from him ; and his Indig- 
nation e on Sinners. WH 6.) _ 

If be ſhould enter into judgment with his Servants, what Fle 
living 4447 be juſtified before him? (P. 143. 2.) 1 

For, behold ! he putteth no truſt in bis Saints, and cha roeth 
bis Angels with F. h. (Job 4. 8. Ch. 15. 13.) 

The Heavens are not clean before him, neither are the Stars 
pure in his fight. (C. 23. 5,) 

How much more abominable and filthy is Man, which drinketh 
Iniquity like Water ? (C. 15. 16.) 

For how ſhould. he be clean, that is ſhap en in Sin? How ſhould 
he be righteous, that is pollured in his Mother Vomb 2 (bi. 5 1,5.) 

Wie 5 down in our Shame, and our Confuſion covereth us; 
becauſe 1 we have not C os Voice of the Lord our God. (Jer. 3. 
250 1168. 

But do not thou abbor us, Is thy Name's ſake : Do not 4 
grace the Throne of. thy Glory. (C. 14. 21) 

Remember thy Promiſe to our Anceſto:s, and break not thy 
Covenant with their yaworthy Hefter g. 


eee eee, 


"PRATER I. 


0 Almighty: and Everlaſting 'God; who hateſt nothing 
that thou haſt made, and doſt forgive the 

Sins of all them that are penitent; Create 2. Mean. 
and make in me a new and contrire Heart, that 

I worthily lamenting my Sins, and acknowledging my 
Wretchedneſs, may obtain of thee, the God of all Mercy, 
perfect Remiſſion and Forgivenels, thro' _ Chriſt wy 
Lord. Amen. | 


"CRATER: I. 


Lord, I beſeech thee, abſolve thy People from their 
Offences, that thro! thy bountiful Goodneſs, rw. for 24 
we may be delivered from the Bands of thoſe Se. fila, 
Sins, which by our Frailty we have committed. Grant 
this, Omerciful Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, wy Bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. Amen, E 3 CHAP. 


\ | 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of Amendment of Life. . 


e. 


| JOHN 8 11. | 
. Neither do F condemn thee : Go, and fin no more. 


MEDITATION. 


Have appeal'd ro the Court of Judicature in my own 
Breaſt, and judged and condemned my ſelf by rhe Laws 

of Conſcience, in order to eſcape 7 and Con- 
demnation at the great and terrible Day of the Lord. I have 
* of. 57.6. communed with my own Heart, and d out 
m Spirits; tried my Aftions, and conſidered my 
Mays: And upon an impartial Survey af the whole mat- 
rer, I can fee no cauſe to diſtruſt 'my Heavenly Father's 
Clemency, or fink under the Burden of Deſpair. Tho\ 
God may be angry for my former Diſobedience and In- 
gratitude, and hide his Face for a'rime, upon the Enormi- 
ry of my Sins: Yer I have great Aſſurances from his own 
s Word and Veracity, that he will nor abſent him- 
f A and be NN intreated; — 
will not forget to be gracious, and ſbut up bis Loving-kinaneſs 
| 2 Diſpleaſure f. If my Repentance be ſincere, 55 my 
ture Life anſwerable to my preſent Reſolutions; if my 
+ Hol 6 4. Goodneſs prove not as the Morning - Cloud, nor my 
e Vertue vaniſn like the early Dew ; I have no 
reaſon to think my God an 'irreconcileable Being, nor 


+ Ver. 7. 


% 


and Juſtice. 


No, 
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to rerrifie my Soul with any rigid Notions cf his Wrath 
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No, no, the de eie es (which are wrinen for my Com- 

fort) e 455 eity under 2 quite different Character, 
and {er off his Actions in the moſt amiable and delightful 
Colours. They have told me of Foy in Heaven . IK 1; 5. 
over one Sinner that repenteth, more than over nine 

ty and nine juſt Perſons, that need no Repentance v. The Firſt- 
born in Glory ſolemnize the Converſion of a Penitenr, and 
the ypc of Paradile ring with 1 e and Hallelujah. 
upon that occ els 0 are tranſport- 
ed with the — and. che ic ee Inhabitants are in 
pturę and Admiration. Oh! that my Repentauce might 
the Subject of their Mirch! That my Reformation 
might augment their Happineſs, and. my Soul at laſt be 
Joined to their Society! 

I hope, God will hearken to my Prayer , and be merciful 
to me aun 5, 7 depend upon my Saviour to plead 
my Cauſe; and I rely the Merits of his Croſs for the 
Expiation of my Sins. I perceixe my Perſon to be already 
ernie, d, and my EEE deferc'd for a time: I ſeem to 

ear the ſtill and law Voice of Conſcien cock, and to feel the 
Workings of the Almighty Grace in the 1 21 Man. And 
what now remains for me to da, but to 1 41 my ten · 
der Reſolutions, and to np e als herp eginnings 
of Reformation; to con eſt, in bappy Begin and 
procure à full and complęat Pardon from my Judge. The 

and Pury 2 — — eſent — ro. of 
| ife, and a ſincere g of 2 viclous Actions. 


For ſince my former Courles have caſt a Blemiſh upon 
Religion, and been highly affronring and | EAR ro 
my God and Saviour, I ought now ro exert my women Vi- 


gour in the Promotion of his Intereſt, and to make ſome 
Amends, by a double Diligence in his Service. 
Wherogs my Soul has been before. accuſtom'd to the 
rudgery and Slavery of Sin ; ſhe has now iiſted her ſelf 
under another Captain, and will employ the Reſidue of her 
time in a more honourable . py She will not 
barely reſt in the outward Performance of her Duty; but 
endeavour after a true and lively Sence of Religion within, 
and ſtudy to make the Sinceriry of the Heart in ſome mea- 
ſure anſwerable ro the Profeſſion of her Lips. 


63 (4 E 4 Nei · 
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Neither ſhall ſhe only have an eye to the exrernal _ 

groſſer Acts of Hon 225 org fats frm pcs rx pact 

timeſs ; am t pear- 

%: Thell e Ben , root durchs Madden Reſerves of 

Envy and Malice, and mortifie every ſecret and: darling In- 
elination to fin. 

Whereas Coldneſs and Indifference have been the 'whual 
Concomirants of her Prayers, and her Spirits have generally 
flagge d, and funk j in the nate of Religious Duties; 
ſhe is now reſolv'd to put on a becoming Fervor, "and to 
ſoar up to Heaven in the moſt rapturous and ng 

Flights of Devotion. Religion is now her Defire, and the 
Church her Delight: N are her Exerciſe, n _ 
82 her Happineſs. 

God! How am I raviſt'd with this hay Tarn of 

Ae How am I enamour'd with this new Courſe of 

Life, which I am juſt, entring upon? Oh! Let nor my Re- 

ſolutions cool, nor the Flame which thou haſt kindled, ex- 

re: Let nothing retard my Progreſs in Vertue, "nothing 
— my Career to Paradiſe. 

la am truly ſenſible what an Honour it u 0 bo of the 

Number of the Faithful, and what ineſtimable Privileges 
are intail'd upon the Sons of God. I perceive my Lord's 
Service to be both beneficial ' and creditable, and chat a 
4 Pt. 84. 10. Day #7 in ' his Courts is better than — 

ſand f. One Minute's Devotien is worth an 
Age of ſenſual Please; and an Act of Repentanoe more 
honourable than the Conqueſt of a Kingdom, ' © 

Bur I ame ſtill fearful, that the great Dae bf Souls 
will lay Traps and Snares for me, and emp ploy all his crafty 
Engines and Stratagems to get me into his Clutches. He 
will endeavour to tempt my Avarice and Ambition with the 

, Kingdems of this World, and the Glories thereof; 

+ Manh 4.9. and think to win = Affections, by A 
Aan things will I thou wilt fall * 
end werſhip me +: Bus! I, that his romiſes are deceit- 
ful, and I have experienc'd: his Service to be Slavery: And 
J am not yer ſo much out of love with my Chriſtian Liber. 
cy, as to court Fetters, and chruſt my ſelf! into a rc N 


N 


df ²̃ oA hoo, ˙M A 
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e 

Part of lb. 181h Ch. of Ezek. tranſlated, from V. z. to V. 10. 

Was have I fine, Vear\herih Men complain, 


ſawcy Criminals their Judge arraign ? 
Their ſpiteful Lips ſarcaſtic Proverbs uſe,  _ * 
And in their ſolemn Cantings thus accuſe: 4 
e the fow'r Oy the ſinful Parent ſip. mg 
And leaves the Reliſh on his Childrens Lips: 85 
Hut by what Fuſtice ſhould the Crime deſcend, 


And Children ſuffer when their Sires offend 5 „ 5 , 
0 e l ann N 1 


But hear, ye Rebels, who approach my Courts, 
FIl ſtop your Mouths, and filence theſe Reports. 
To ev'ry Creature I Exiſtence gave, ha 
And I have Pow'r to kit, and Pow'r to ſave., 
The Sons their Lives by the ſame Tenure hold, 
Which their precarious Fathers did of old. 

But now I ſwear, ſwear by my ſelf, ſays God, 
One \ſha®n't tranſgreſs, and other feel the Rod. 
This, This ſhall be the Law for future times, 
The Soul that ſins, ſhall periſh by his Crimes, 


When the relenting Criminal returns 
And for paſt" Sins in Dult and Sack cloth mourns ; _ 
When he no more to Mountains fhalt reſort, * - © 
Nor in polluted Groves the Idol court: 

Bur the ſtrair Paths of Fuſtice ſhall purſue, 
And give his Neighbour and his God their Due: 
When gen'rous Alms ſhall feed the ſtarving Poor, 
And conſcious Hands th' extorted Pledge reſtore : 
When griping Uſury no more ſhall reign, 

Nor graſp the Product of Unlawful Gain: 

When Fraud ſhall ceaſe, and Rapin hang her Head, 


Nor wanton Luſt deflow'r her Neighbour's Bed. 
"AED | When 


W 


When this is done, the Sinner ſhall have Peace, 
My Wrath _— flacken, and my Judgment ceaſe; 3 
And my Right Arm ſhall cancel ev ry Crime, 


From the b r 


H r M N I. ts V. f 


O what oſe cometh Ry 10 5 _ ic Ivcence from gh, 
T the i pope from a far Countrey ? (Jer. 6. 20 = 
prable, nor your, Seerifoces 


Tour Burnt-Offerings. are noe Acre 
ſweet unto me. (V. 28. 5 

O Daughter of my. People, 8 and howl ; gird thee! * 
Sack cloth, and welow . 2 in Aſbes. (C. 4. Oo C. 6. 264) © 

Make no tarrying to turn unto the Lord, and Put noe off 
from Day to D. (Fcclus. 3. 7.) 

For ſuddenly ſhall. the Wrath of the Lond ons fr and 
the Hand of Juſtice ſeize the Impenitent. . 70 | 

In thy Security thou ſbalt he deſtroyed, and peri 
of Vengeance. (V. I.) 

Seek the Lord, — while be may — and 0 
upon bim while be #5 near. (Ila. 55. 6.) 

If r be in thy hand, put it away, and let nor Wi ie, 
kedneſs well in thy Tabernacles. (Jab 11. 24.) 

Let the the Sinner forſake his Way, — * Auen 
bis Thougbts ; the Adulterer his Luft, and rhe Coverous * 
his Exation, (Iſa. 7.70. 8 ea 

And let them mth unto the Lord, end he wil have morey 

* end to. our Gi. far. be will e parton. 


For my Thoughts gre not 2087 Thoughts neither eopuril'gs 
my Ways, fait the Lord, (V. s 


Ch. IV. | of 1 59, 
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55 


HO! Sin is " Frailt of 3 yet Mere is the Property 
of God. 
I/ #how wilt be extreme to mark, what 3s done amiſs, OLad) 
who can abide it? (PL. 130. 3.) 8 

But there is Forgroeneſs with thee, that thou mayſt be feared. 

4.) 

97 have ſinned and have committed Iniquity, and done wie 
kedly in thy ſight. (Dan. 9. 5.) 

O Lord! To us belongeth Confuſion of Face, #0 our Kings, 
to our Princes, and to dur Fathers. (V. 8. 

But to thee, O Lord, our God, belong Mercies and Forgive- 
nefſes, the' we have rebelled againſt thee. (V. 9.) 

For chou wilt turn again to thine Inheritance, and wile Kew 
compaſſion upon the Back. Hiding of thy People. (Mic. 7. 19.) 

e alt ſubdue our ities, and wilt caſt all our Sins 

te Dept of the Sea. (V. 19.) 

"I waited patiently for P Lord, «ud be inclined unto me, 
* — Calling. (Pl. 40. 1.) 

He will deliver my Seul from going into the Pit, and my Life 
ſhall fee the Ligbe. (Pl. 33. 28.) 
Hie hath already brought me out of the Mire and Clay, and 
ſet my Feet upon the Rock, and ordered my Goings. (Pl. m_ 2.) 

That which J ſee not, he will teach me; and if I have done, 
Þnquity, I will do no more. (Job 34. 32.) 

My good Reſolutions are pleaſing to my Heavenly Father, 
and my Courage againſt Sin will oblige my Redeemer. 

The Almighry Arm will give me freſh Aſſiſtance, and 18 
Hoſt of Angels ſhall eſpouſe my Quarrel. 
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O Lord, I beſeech thee mercifully to receive the Pray. 
D ers of thy People which call upon thee; and grant 
* * iſt S. That they may boch perceive and know 


what things they ought to do, and alſo 
may have Grace and Power to fulfil the ſame, through 


Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. | 


. £ „ „ 0 1 5 , * 
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PRATER II. 
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O Almighty and moſt Mercifut Father, who defireſt not rho 
Death of 4 Sinner, but rather he ſhould turn from bis 
Wickedneſs and live; have Compaſſion on the vileſt of thy 
Creatures, who is ſenſible of the Heinouſneſs of his Sins, 
and re(olv'd upon a better Courſe of Life. Be chou plea- 
fed, O Lord, to encourage thoſe good Motions, which thy 
Bleſſed Spirit hath excited in me, and to bring me to ſuch 
a State of Righreoufnels here, as through the Merits of thy 
Son may qualifie me for a State of Glory hereafter. 4. 


* 
= 
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ISAIAH 43. 25. 


I, deen I am he that blotteth out thy Tranſpreſſions for mine 
own ſake, and will not remember thy Sins. | 


MEDITATION. 


Wo I have been an undutiful and rebellious Child 
do my Heavenly Father, and by Extravagance and 

Prodigality have waſted my Subſtance, and broke in 
upon my very Patrimony ; yet what fhould hinder me from 
returning to his Family, and demeaning my ſelf with all 
the Reſpect and Submiſſion which becomes” a Reform'd 
Penitent? For I know that my Father is concern'd at my 
Abſence, and has order'd his Servants to invite me home. 
He has paſs'd an 4d of Indemnity for my former Offences, 
and commanded a Day of Jubilee and Exultation at my 
Return. See, ſee! how his Houſe is prepar d for my En- 
tertainment, and all the Doors are thrown open to receive 
me: See how his Mercy compaſſionates myMisforrunes,and 
his Arms are ſtretch'd out to embrace me. When he be- 
holds the Floods of Tears running down my Cheeks, and 
from thence takes an. Eſtimare of the Anguiſh and Diſquies 
rude of my Soul; his Bowels will ern, and his Heart re- 
lent ; and he will rake me into his Boſom with all the 
Tenderneſs and Careſſes of a Loving Father. 

O amazing Condeſcenſion! O unparallel'd Inſtance of 
Divine Affection! Come, my penitent Soul, and let us rea- 
ſon a little concerning the Things which are like to befal 
thee. Come, fix thy Meditations upon this raviſhing Sub- 

$65, F908 t d ject 
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ject of Love, and take a View of the ſeveral Steps and Ad- 
vances of a Gracious God towards a Returning Sinner. 
From the time, O Man, that he brought thee out of thy Mo. 
ther's Womb, his Mercy inclin'd him to pity thy Follies, and 
bear with thine Infirmities, rather than bring thee immedi: 
arely to a ſevere Account for them. For he confider'd thy 
Frame, and remembred that thou weft but Duſt ; à Creature 
compos'd of two different — rs Body and Soul, and 
ſo not able to arrive at the Perfection of an Angel, whilſt 
thou carrieſt about thee the Infirmirtes of Fleſh. 
When thine own Extravagancies had rendred thee ob- 
noxious to his Diſpleaſure, and thy preſumptuous Sins had 
taſt thee our of his Favour; what pathetical Intreaties, 
what moving Strains of Oratory, has he us d for the Amend- 
ment of thy Life, and the Salvation of thy Soul? He has 
pur the moſt candid and favourable Conſtruction upon thy 
Actions, when thou waſt in actual Rebellion againſt him, 
and hath made thee the moſt inviring Overtures of Peace 
and Happinefs, even when thou waſt under the Preflures of 
Sin, and. the Condemnation of Conſcience. He knows thy 
natural Propenſity towards Evil, and ſees all the Wiles and 
Stratagems, which the great Adverſary of Souls makes uſe 
of ro deceive thee. He knows the many Difficalties. which 
beſer the Serail Gate, and conſiders the exrteam Hardſhip of 
walking in the Narrow Way : And for theſe and many . r 
Reaſons, he renders thee the-charitable Advice of his Min 
Nera, and the comfortable Inſtruction of his Hah Word. He 
daily affords thee freſh Opportunities of Reformation and 
Amendment, and is willing ro cheriſh rhe leaft Spark; ay 
to hei ghten the ſmalleſt Symptom of Goodneſs in thes. He 
is ready ar firſt ro excite thy Mil to make good Reſolutions; 
and then to give thee the Aſſiſtancè of hi 


| is Spirit ro put 
them into Execuriori, If he ſees thee at any time the 
Brink of Danger, and juſt plunging chy ſelf into the m- 
leſs Pit, he is ſo far from Haſtning, that he does what is 
conſiſtent witk his Wiſdom, to prevent thy Ruin; and in- 
ſtead. of throwing thee down the Precipice, he lends 
his Hand to pull thee up, when thou haſt thrown down 
thine own felt. | | 

Now, if the Almighty were ſuch a rigid and inexorable 
Being, as ſome melancholy and ſuperſtitious Perſons repre- 


fent him; who could account for the many gracious Propo- 
fals 
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ſals he has made, and the generous Treatment he has us'd 
tolapyd Mankind? Nay, if he had paſs'd an irrevocable 
Fentence upon Offenders, and left no place for Repentance, 
tho' they had ſought * unfeigned Sig hs and Tears; it is 
ſtrange to me, that his Honour and Veracity ſhould be ſo 
often pawn'd to the conttary, and that every Page in the 
Bible 147 fraught wh the moſt aſtoniſhing Declara- 
tions grey and Indulgencſ e. 
— I hear the Divine Voice always ſounding in 
my Ears, As T lzve, ſaith the Lord God, 1 have 20 * Ezck.33.11 
Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, but that the 
Wicked tum from his Fay, and live. 
Methinks 1 hear my loving Saviour addreſſing himſelf ro 
the loft Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, and crying our to the un- 
happy Deſcendents of Adam, Come unte me dll 1 
ze that labdur, und are heavy laden, and I will give : 
you Reſt f. O genetous Invitation! O Heavenly Call! Con- 
ſider with thy ſelf, O Sinner, who it is that ſpeaks to thy Con- 
ſcience : Confider the Dignity of chat Perſon, who naw 
vouchſafes ro wooe and court thee to Repenrante : Conſidet 
the Reward which he 'propofes to thy Obedience, and the 
Engagements and Arractives which go along with it. He 
could, if he had pleas d, have fpoken to thee in another 
manner, and have made thee an Example of his Vengeance, 
as well as an Inſtance of his Mercy. Bur he has choten ta- 
ther to proceed with Meeknefs chan Severity towards thee ; 
and has rry'd by the Abundance of bis Goodneſs, to ſaften thy 
Nature, and by the Propofals of Happinefs, to win thee o- 
ver to Repentance. Son, therefore, he of good cheer, for thy 
Faith in Feſut ſhall ſave thee.” Ariſe, and walk, O l 
thou diſeaſed Sinner, for thy Sins be furgiven 9 
thee', Rouſe onr of — Supineneſs and Lethargy, aud 
ſhake off the Chains and Feners of Sin. Be oblequious 
and obetient ro the Heavenly Voice, and follow the Guide and 
Director of thy Soul. Don't ſuffer Saran any longer to 
have the Dominion over thee, nor debaſe thy felf to the 
"Drudyery of his Service: But challenge the Liberty of a 
gon of God, and act like 4 Diſciple of the Bleffed Jeſus. 


— 
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rel hung upon his Mother's Broads. 
I. to the render Babe my Love expreſt: 
And as his wanton Sons, in furure times 

Were Slaves in Egypt for their Fathers Crimes, 
T ſaw their Tasks, and heard their loud r 
Piry'd their Perſons, and reliev'd, their Wants. | 


17 


T0 pb rim's Race I moſt n ve, 

And fr repeated Signs of conſtant — | 

E my Arms 1 huſh ſ the Jafant's Head, 

And teach dy Stress his Feet to tread ; 

* when the feeble Limbs freſh Strengrh demand, 

end the tott 1 Babe m E lems Hand. 

As Years increa * N N Favours grow, 

plenteous ictions flow. 


So the kind Owner of che toilfome Plough, 

From Summer's Hear the labr' "ring Oxe unyoaks, 
And ſooths bis galled Neck with gentle Strokes; 
Then throws rich Provender before the Beaſt, 

Or 'remprs, in Flow'ry Meads his Limbs ro reſt. | 


When from the Banks of Nile, by, Moſes's Hand 
| march'd my Choſen for the Promis d Land; N 
The Table on the barren Waſte I ſpread, = 


And rain'd from Heav'nly Stores Le FE Kad 

And with Angelic Food the Hun 

But ſtill th angrareful and Ae Brood, 
Inclin'd ro Miſchief, and averſe to Good!) 

By daring Crimes provoke my Majeſty, 

And draw th' unwilling Thunder from the Sky. 


'Tis 
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'Tis true, ro Egypt they ſhall ne er return; 
But under Syria's Yoke the Slaves ſhall 
Thro' ev'ry City of old Jacob's Race, | 
In woful Pomp the waſtful Sword ſhall paſs. 
The harmleſs Babe ſhall not eſcape its Rage, 
Nor hoary Heads be privileg'd by Age. 
Proud Salem's Tow'rs by Pagan Flames ſhall burn, 
And all her nel Piles to Aſhes turn. 


What have 1 aid > Th' Almighty Mercy cries: 
Srop, ftop the Thunder which begins to riſe: 
Within my Breaſt I feel Compaſſion move, 

And all my Fury ſoftens into Love. 

My Bowels turn, my tender Hearr repents, | 
My Vengeance ſlackens, and my Soul relents. 
Tho? Sulphur glares upon Zeboim's Plains, 

And endleſs Wrath o'er luſtful Sodom reignuns; 
No Balls of Fire ſhall on my Choſen come, 
Nor burning Admah's Flames be Ephr'im's Book 
God as Jam, {o Godlike are my Deeds, Thu 
And gen'rous Mercy o'er my Acts preſides. 

Tho' angry Mortals may Revenge approve, 

A God ſhould "_ „and a Father love. | 


* HYMN I. 
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Pi the Lord, o my Soul, and all.that is within. me, praiſe 
his holy Name. (Pl. 103. 1) 
Praiſe the Lord, who forgiverb all thy Si in, and bealeth all 
thine Infirmittes. (V. 3.) 
Who ſaveth thy Life from DeſttuRzon, and crowneth thee with 
Mercy and Loving-kindneſs. (V. 4) 
Who is a God like unto the Lord, that ardontth. Iniquity, 
and paſſeth by the Tranſgreſſion. of bis Heritage? (Mic.. 18.) 
The Lord is. my Light, and my Safuation.; wham then ſhall 
T fear ? The Lord ig the Strength of = Life; of whom. then 
ſhall T be afraid? (PL. 27. 1.) 
He is full of 8288 and Mercy ; 3 long-ſuffering and of 
great Goodneſs. (Pl. 103. 8.) 
He hath not dealt with us after our. Sins, nor remarded MI ac - 
cording to our Mickedneſſes. (V. 1 o.) 
The Mountains ſhall depart, and the Hills be removed; the. 
Earth ſhall be diſſolued,.and the Ocean dried up. (Iſa. 54.4.) 
But God's Kindneſs ſhall not depart from us, neither ſhall the 
Covenant of his Peace be removed. (V. 4. 
For look, how high the Heaven is in compariſon of the Earth: 
fo great is his Mer:y towards them that fear him. (PC. 103. 11.) 
Lock how wide alſo the Eaſt is from the Weſt ; ſo far hath he 
ſet our Sins from us. (V. 12.) 
Dea, like as 4 Father pitieth bis own Children, ſo the Lord is 
merciful to them that fear him. (V. 13.) 
He knoweth whereof we are made; 3 be remembreth that we 


are but Duſt. (V. 14.) 
Therefore will he not contend for ever, neither will he be always 


angry. (Ila. 57. 16. 1 


HYMN 
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Hur ſaith the High and Lofty One that inhabiteth Eternity; 
 ehus ſaith the God, whoſe Name is Holy, (Iſ 32. LJ 
| Tho) I dwell in che high and-lefiy Place, ver, de I converts 
with him who ü of a contrite and humble Spirit. (V. 1.) 
I revive the Heart of the Meth, and bind n the eee, of 
the Aﬀliaed. (Ibid.) 
Comfort ye, comfort ye People, * th our God : Speck ve 
comfortably to Jeruſalem. 1 C. 40. 1.) 
Cry unto bed thet her WWarfate is tompliſped. Proclaim it 
in the Streets, that her Iniquity 7 15 pardoned. (V. 2.) 
For I will pardon thine Iniquities by the pure Suggeſti- | 
ons of my own infinite Goodneſs, and cancel wy evil Ney 
for my Son's Merits. 
For there is uo Comelinef in thee, that I ſhould tbe ther; 
ons any. good Qualifications or - Tee to move my 


paſſton. 
Bat I have ſeen t IVays, and will beal theo: Lmill-legd thee 
alſo, and.will reſtore Comforts unte thee. (C. 59; 18) 
O, thou afflicted and fed with Tempaſts 1 Bebold I will by 
7d Stones on fair Colours, and thy Foundations with: Saphores. 

54+ 11 

Fear not; for thou ſhale not be aſhamed: neither be thou con- 
founded ; for thou ſhalt not be put to ſhame. (V. 4 

For a ſmall Moment have I forſaken thee ; but with great Mer- 
cies will I gather thee. (V. 7.) 

In a little Wrath I hid my Face from thee for a time; but 


. (V. 80 


* PRAYER 
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Err 
PRATER I. 

RANT, 1 beſeech thee, Almighty. God, that I, who 

for my evil Deeds deſerve to be piiniſhed; by the 

e. le for is Comfort of thy Grace may mercifully be re- 


Suad.in Lent. lieved, thro my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


PRAYER IL 


Eternal and All-ſufficient God, whoſe Fatherly Com- 
paſſion extends to all thy Offspring; look, I pray thee, 
upon the ſinful State of Mankind, and bring thoſe into the 
Way of Truth, who have erred and ſtrayed from thy Command - 
ments. Be pleaſed likewiſe ro enlarge the Borders of thy 
Church, and make Jews, Turks, and Infidels the Objects of 
thy Bounty: So that the Over-flowings of thy Mercy, and 
the Merits of thy Son's Sufferings may prove effectual to- 
wards the Salvation of the worſt of Sinners. Amen. 


The End of the Firſt Book, 
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DEVOUT SOUL: 


OR, 
An 3 for a Penitens, 


BOOK l. 
Of ſome Duties incumbent on a PagniTSyr. 
— — | — 
© H A p. 1. 
E Renouncig the World. 
1 JOHN "WM 15. 


Love not e Warld, neither the Things chat are m the World. 


MEDITATION. 


Am truly fenfible, that I have no fix'd and ſertl'd Ha- 
bitation in this World; but am only in a State of 
Travel and Pilgrimage, and muſt expect to run my Race 
and end my Days as all my Fathers did before me. 

Now, what Impudence is it for a Sjourner to loitex away 
his Time in a Foreign Country? What Madneſs, for a 


. to be taken up with Diverſions of the Road, = 
e 
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the Accommodations of an Inn > What! Muſt I never 
think of finiſhing my Courſe, and cages Home ? Shall 
I; never be able to wanſact my Affairs, and rale up my Reſt 
in my Natove Country ? 1 4 
If the Feſſel lies at Anchor, the Cre may divert them- 
Epicketos. ſelves on Shoar for a time, and play on the Strand 
with Shells and Cockles: But theſe Amuſements 
are but momentary and accidental, and myſt nor retard the 
main Voyage, or juſtiſie a Refuſal when the Maſter ſam- 
mons the Mariners on Board. In like manner, e muſt 
act with Deference and Submiſſion to the Divine Wiſdom, 
in the common affairs of Life; and tho' an Obliging 
Wife, or an Hopeful Heir, a Plentiful Eſtate, or an Honou- 
rable Employment, be our Portion; yer, if che Great Go- 
vernour of the World demands a Reſignation, we muſt re- 
cedefrom our Title, and quit our Pretences, without any 
Regret or Murmuring. | r 

Nay, the beſt way is to be early, and (as it were) before 
hand in our Preparations for Crofles and Diſaſters; and to 
be arm'd againſt a ſudden Alarm or Surprize, by looſening 
our Affettions from the Things of rhis:Warld, and throw- 
ing off thoſe Clogs and Incumbrances which would faſten 
us to Earth. © © — — 

St. Paul tells us, that here we have no continuing City; but 
we ſeck one to come*; namely, 4 City in the 
Land of | Promiſe, whoſe Foundations — fixt and 

exmanent, and whoſe Builder and Maker is God F. 
TOO Our Saviour himſelf has mage the Purchace, 
and we are travelling to rake Poſſeſſion. The Manſion is 
prepared for our Receprisn; and the bleſſed Inhabitants of 
the Place expect our Arrival: The Vertues we exerciſe in 
the Road, will qualifie us for Admiſſion, and all our 
Friends and Acquaintance will come forth to meer us. | 

Why then ſhould J linger awpyrmy time upon Earth, and 
defer the neceſſary Preparations for my long Fourney ? What 
has this World to court my Affections, or bribe my Stay ? 
If he Plea of an Epicure, or a Senſunliſt be urged in favgur 
of Earth]y Enjoyments, ir can have no manner of weight 
with a Chriſtian ; neither have I the leaft reaſon to be in- 
fluenc'd or dererimin'd by ir: For I perceive che Purchace 
of ſuch Exjayments to be dear, and the Poſſeſſton uncer- 
tain F the "Tide iS doubtful, aud che Hold Peine 
ö | + | nel 


* Heb. 13.14. 
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their Nature is fickle, and their Flight may be ſpeedy. The 
Care of Getting, and the Fear of Lofing any worldly 
Goods; the Terment of keeping what is got, and the 
Danger of diſpoſing of it at our Deckaſe, is abways upper- 
moſt in ary Thpughrs, and palls and embitters the Com- 
farts of m Liſ ee. 1! nf BA 

But befides all this, there is a 2 of 
Diſaſters, pouring in their freſh Forces upon me; a ſucceſ- 
five Vartety of unhappy 2 crouding upon 
the Back, and treading upon the s of one another: 
Policy and Wit are not able to make head againſt them; 
neither can Strength or Grandeur diverr the Storxm. The 
moſt deep · laid Stratagems may be connrermin'd, andꝭ the 
moſt ſubtle Deſigns are ſubject to Miſcarriage : The wiſeſt 
Attempts may prove abortive, and the moſt daring Enter - 
prizes be foi d or fruſtrated. Ys eds 2 

But ſuppoſtng Fortune —— ſmile, and the Iſſue 
of my Undertakings ſhould happen to be proſſ pet 
the ſhort Space of Time, which is allotted me ro a og the 
Fruiti of my Labours, is enough to caol the Impetuouſneſa of 
my Deſires, and to blunt the Edge of my keeneſt Paſſions. 
For why ſhould I be ſollicitous abeut thoſe Things, which 
I muſt either eedily leave, or be ſpeedily left by? The Un- 
certainry of my cn, as well a$ their Durarion, ſhould teach 
me to wean and abſtract my Thoughts from the Purſuit af. 
ter them, and raiſe my Aﬀections to ſomething that is laft- 
ing and ſubſtantial ; ſomething that may fill and ſatisfie my 
capacious Defire, and be commenſurate ro all the Powers 
and Faculties of my immortal Soul. 

I may, perhaps, propoſe a mighty Happineſs to my ſelf 
from ſuch a Pitch of Grandeur or Preferment; from ſuch 
an Addition to my Patrimony, or ſuch an Honourabie Fea- 
ther in my C: T may be fond of being a Retainer to a 
Court, or a Favourite to a Great Man; and may pride my 
ſelf with the Reverſion of a plentiful Eſtate, or the Pro- 
ſpect of an advantageous Match for my Child: But all 
theſe things are the moſt entertaining and attractive, whilſt 
they are ſeenthro' a falſe and flattering Glaſs. Diſtance, per- 
haps, may add to their Value, and Expettation may ſwell 
and puff up a Carnal Mind; but the nearer they approach, 
the more viſible are their Imperfections; and the longer 
they are enjoy'd, the more dilcernible is the Impoſture. 

F 4 When- 
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When I would indulge my yo rpc and give a looſe to 
my Soul, Iam generally cramp'd in my Defigns, or curb'd 
in my wanton Flights: When I fanſie Happineſs to be 
within my reach, and my Arms graſp eagerly for the Em- 
brace ; how miſerably am I balk'd in my Expectation, or 
lurch'd in the Fruition of it? For either my Deſires are 
nor ſatisfy d, or my Appetite is ſurfeited; ſo Jam diſ- 
quiered for the want of ſome abſent Good, or cloy'd with the 
Enjoy ment of what is —— J fanſie my ſelf like a 
Man in a dangerous Sea; one while caſt panting upon a 
Seneca, © Rock, and another while fwallow'd up in a 

| * Whirl-pool: For I am ſtill either tormented with 
too little, or oppreſs d with roo much; and equally mi- 
« ſerable by being either deſerted or overwhelm d. 

Hear then, my Soul, the Concluſion of the whole matter, and 
be abſolutely derermin'd by the Scriprure-Decifion of this 
important Point: The time is ſhort, and the Faſhion of this 
World paſſeth away: It remaineth therefore that we enjcy the 
good Things of it with a Religious Negligence, and bear 
the evil Things with a Chriſtian Patience: That both they 
Il that have Woes, be as though they had none; and 
er.. they that weep, as though they wepe not; and they 
der, that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they 
that buy, as though they poſſeſſed not; and they that uſe this 


World, as not abufing it. 


POEM 
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A Tranſlation ft, fer "x rhe A Palm; dn Ver. 5. 
78, the * FO en. | A 
. 2. ©, 0 \ 
HO pain a — my — deckiney 3 U 
Tho? trembling. Limbs, — a diſorder d Mind, 


Are ſure Preſages of th Approach of Death; 
I ſcorn the Tyrant's Looks, nor dread ro quit my Breath. 


Sf a SS. .4% #4 


The Rich and Noble fix their greedy Hold þ4 
In Mines of Silver, and in Heaps of Gold: 
But Gold and Silver can no Ranſom give; 
Nor Captive Friends from angry Fare relieve: 224 
No glitt ring Oar, the-finking Soul can ſave, 51926 1 
Or ſnatch the Body from the deſtinꝰd Grave. 4 ot 


The Wiſe . Fooliſh mingle inthe Urn, 
And leave their Treaſure ro they know not whom. 
Yer vain Delufions ſwell our haughry Breaſt, 


And Pride and Avarice theſe Theughrs ſuggeſt - li | | 


The Manſion-Houſe for ever ſhall remain, 
And large Demeſns their Owner's Name retain. 
* The neighb'ring Villa's ſhall my Worth proclaim, 
And late Poſterity revere my Fame. | 
* My diſtant Offipring ſhall my Wealth admire, 
And wear the Titles of their ancient Sire. 


The Ning and Peaſant meer one common Doom; 


Theſe are the empty Bluſters of the Great; 
And yet their Children hug the wild Deceit: 
Sueceeding. Ages the proud Claim renew, 
And ſtrutting Heirs their Fathers Steps purſue, 


Bur 


And mix d with Brutes, your Men of Honour dy: 

From Pomp and Splendor they are rudely ſnatch'd, 

And to th' infernal Shades, like Gheep,\diſparch'd ; 
Where o'er the Damn'd, the Griſly Fiends preſide, 

And with inceſſant Pains torment their Pride. 


But Righteous Men enjoy a milder Fate; 

Around whoſe Bed th' officious Seraphs wait, 

And in their Arms departing Souls convey + ot 7 77 
To the bright Regions of Eternal Day. Boe 7 ne 


Then be nor envious at the Courtiers Pow'r, 

Nor look repining on the Miſer's Store. 

Tho' Fortunes fwell, and Families may riſe, ' + 77 

Death with an equal Hand ſhall ſhare-the Prize. 

Beyond the Grave no Title can deſcend ; LED os 

What's gain'd on Earth, muſt have on Earth an End-. 

There's no Conyeyance to another ggg 
No Patent chat he Reh ſhould ſtill be Great. | 


c Yer wonky Daode-hall pod aporRacers, - Fac. 
And vertuous Actions meet their due Reward; ++ 
The pious Sons ſhall, after their mn 
Reign with their Anceſtors in endleſs Peace: 

Whilſt ſtately Morrals ſhall, like Brutes, decline, 
Unpity'd dye, and leave their Pomp = >a 


. 
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HTMY I. 
GN Travel is created for every Man, © and an * Yoke i is 


upon the Sons of Adam. (Ecclus. 40. 1.) 

From the Day that they go out of their Mother's Womb, till 
the Day that they return. to the Mother of all things. (V. 1.) 

Their Imagination of things to come, and the Day of | Death) 
trauble their Thoughts, and cauſe Fear of Heart, (V. 2. % 

From him that ſitteth on a Ws of Glog, wnto bim that i is 
humbled in Earth and Aſbes 3 (V. 3.) 

Fram him that weareth Purple and a Crown, unto him that is 
clothed in a Linnen Fock: (V. 4.) 

Wrath and Envy, Trouble and Unguietneſs, Fear of Dearh, 
and Anger, and Strife, ſeize upon every Mortal. (F. 3. 
And in the time of Reſt upon bis Bed, his Night- ſleep diſcom- 
poſes his Thoughts, and changes his Knowledge. Gbid.) 

A little or nothing is his Reſt, and Meno, he 15 in his Steep, 
4s in a Day of keeping Watch ; (V. 6.) 

Frighted with — and troubled in FR Viſiens of his 
Heart, as if he were eſcaped out of 4 Bartel. (bid) 

Now, what ſhould be the occaſion of all thoſe Diſaſters; 
and why ſhould the Almighty thus grieve the Children of 
Men? 

Alas! "Twas Man fought Death FR the Error of his Life, and 

pulled down upon himſelf Deftru#ion, with the Works of his own 
Kad. Wild. x. 12.) 

NMhen Adam tranſgreſſed God's Srarutes, then. Was Aue 
what is wow done. (2 Eſd. 7. 11.) 

Then were the Entrances of this World made narrow, full of 
Sorrow and Travel : They are but few and ov, full of Perils, and 
very painful. (V. 12.) 

For the Entrances of the elder Warld were wide and ſure, and 
brought immortal Fruit. (V. 13.) 

FF then they that live, — not to enter theſe trait and nar- 
row things, they can ny rave N that are laid * for 
them. (V. * | 


Now 
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Now therefore why di ;/quieteſt thou thy ſelf, ſeeing thou art 
but a corruptible Man? And why art thou moved, whereas thou 


4. hut mortal ? (V. 14.) eee | 
Why haſt thou not conſidered in thy Mind the ebing that is 
to come, rather than ther which is preſent ? (V. 16.) 


HTMN 1. 


FOE to | chem areas eaſe in Zion, and ruſt in the 
Mountain of Samaria. (Amos 6. 1.) 

That put far away the evil Day, and cauſe the Seat of Vio- 
tence to come near; (V. 3 

That ſtretch ee upon their se and eat the Lambs 
7.70 Nock, and the Calves out of the midſt of the Stall ; 
( 

"That chant to the Sound of the Viol, and invent to ehemſolve; 
| mee of Muſick like David; V. 5.) 

That drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint themſelves with' the 
chief Ointmenti. (V. 6.) 

Therefore now ſhall they go Captive with the firſt that go 
Captive ; and the Banquet 77 he phat ſtretched themſelves, 
ſhall be removed. (V. 7.) 

For God abhors your Rvcollendy" as hates your Palaces ; ; he 
Wa bring * uy Glory, and puniſh your Wantonneſs. 

8.) 

For Man was never created to be a Slave to his Appe- 
tires ; nor was this World defign'd for Muſic and Feaſting. 

The Joy of a Chriftian is the Peace of his Conſcience; and 
his greateſt Happineſs is the Favour of his God:. | 

For he has reſpect unto the Recompence of the brighteſt Re- 
ments and runs for a Prize of an Ineftimable Value. (Heb, 
13. 26 5 * 

Give him but a Proſpect of this Reverſ ;onary Crows, and 
he will leave Earthly Diadems and e to groveling 
Minds. 

He will break thro' the Shares, with which Wanton- 
neſs would entice him, and trample upon the en, 
which Honour has ſtrew'd in his Way. -- 

Chooſing rather to ſuffer Affliction with the People of Gad, chan 
ro enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon ; (Heb. 13.25.) 


And 
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And efteeming the Reproach of Chriſt greater Riches than the 
Mines of | India, or the Treaſures F Egypt. (V. 26) | 


InSb F 5506 00.50 2 N ebe e F Fb ee 20 ag 
PRA TEN I. 


O Thou moſt Wiſe and. Provident God, who haſt com- 
manded me'to be careful for nothing, but to caſt all my 
Care upon thee ; I beſeech thee to inſpire my Soul with ſuch 
a Religious Contempt of the Vanities of this World, and 
all the counterfeit Enjoyments of Luxury and Pleaſure ; 
that my Thoughts and Aﬀections may be there fixed where 
true Joys are only to be found, thro' the Bounty and Benefi- 
cence of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. | 


PRAYER I. 


O Cod. who haſt. reſerved for thy Servants the Comple- 
tion of their Happineſs in another World, and doſt of- 
tentimes ſuffer their Enemies to have the ſuperfluous En- 
joyments of chis; Be pleaſed ar preſent only fo far to di- 
ſtinguiſh me by the Marks of thy Fatherly els, at to 
feed me with Food convenient for me, and to furniſh me with 
all neceſſary for this mortal Life: Bur afterwards 
crown me with the Overflow ings of thy Bounty, and inveſt 
me with the Inheritance of a Son in the Kingdom of my 
Saviour. Amen. | 80 
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'O! that I had in the Wilderneſs a Lodging place of v orig 
Mien, that I might leave my People, and go from them. 


MEDITATION. 


HEN I conſider, that I was deſign'd by Na- 
rure for a ſociable Creature, and am endow'd 

2 with fo many Noble Gifts and Graces to, qua- 
liſie me for Gu end; : am — __ — Tor 
-* Mar gs. and exemplary as I can, ta let my Lrigbr ſo 
N ſhine before Men, that they may ſee my good Works, 
and glorifie my Father which is in Henuel * 
But when I fee the Inconventencies of too much Com- 
pany, I preſentiy reply to my ſelf, Can I never glorifie God, 
unleſs I thruſt my ſelf into a Crowd ? Can I never be ſeen 
of Men, unleſs I am plac'd as a City on a Hill 2 Or do I vo- 
Iuntarily extinguiſh my Light, or put it under 4 Buſhel, be- 
cauſe I don't expoſe it ro the World, or hang it blazing 
upon the Houſe-rop > Charity in all Sences, begins at home, 
and common Prudence obliges me to ſecure my ſelf, before 
I preſume to aſſiſt another. bay a ; 

I know my preſent Condition to be liable ro Miſtakes 
and Errors; and 1 ſuſpect my Vertue not ſtrong enough to 
be pur upon bold and hazardous Trials : Why then ſhould 
I ſtand in the Way of Danger, and play upon the Brink of 
a Precipice ? The Sollicitations ind Inticements of Com- 


pany are prevalent and numerous; and if my Soul can't 
withſtand the Violence of Cuſtom, and oppoſe the Faſhio- 


nable 
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nable. Sins of the Age, ſue is no more to betblam'd. for res 
tiring 


m them, than that General is to be accus d of 
Cowardice, who makes a prudent Retreat, when. he wants 
a ſufficient Foree to confront the Enemy, | 

I. muſt confeſs, that for a; Man to be excluded from all 
Society and Enteroourſe with any. ſort of Beings: in: the 
World, muſt render his Condition dejected and melancho - 
ly: But the Retirement which I could, wifh-for, ſhould, be 
ta ſequeſter my Soul from the. Noiſe and Hurry of Buf 
neſ$ ; the Diſtraction of Cares, and the Incumbrances o 
the World; the Follies and Vanities of all ſenſual De- 
lights, and the ill Influence and. Contagion, of a bad Ex- 
ample. I would be free from all impertinent, inquifativez 
ungrateful, and abuſive Fellows; and keep at a diſtance 
from the Rich and the Great, from the yourhful and alery 
Part of Mankind. I would not be terrify d by Raven, or. 
haunted by Fools: I would not hear the proud Deſcants of. 
a dogmatizing Philaſepher, or be doom'd to the Nonſence: 
and Barbarity of an ilirerate Peaſant. | 

In this private and ſolitary State I, would paſs my time 
in Peace and Innocence, and eſtabliſn a . Correſpondeace. 
between my God and my Conſcience. I would furniſh my 
Mind with a noble Stock of Ideas, and draw, them our 
for my Entertainment as I ſhould ſee Occafion: I would 
ſeriouſly: conſider the Works of Nature and, Providence, and. 
improve my Soul by Reading and Meditation. I would; ba- 
niſtall angry Diſutes, and nice Speculation from my Mind, 
and peruſe ſuch Bo only, as ſhould make me wiſe unto 
Salvation. 1 N rtr | 

The greateſt Men which this Earth can | boaſt of, and 
the moſt Renown'd both for Learning and Piety, have al- 
ways wiſh'd. and ſought for a Retir'd Life, The moſt Ce- | 
lebrated Emperors of Antiquity have covered the Repoſe 
of a Cleyſter; and after they have been ſurfeited with 
Stare and. Grandeur, have willingly diſcarded the Pomp of 
Victories and Triumphs, that they might enjoy ſome con- 
venient Space between Fighting and Dying. 

And now, what Delight canſt thou take, O my Soul! in 
the Hurry of Buſineſs? What ſatisfaction canſt thou reap 
from a Concourſe of People? Is there any Profit, in Show, 
or Harmony in Noiſe ? Is there any thing entertaining 
in che Impertinencies of Vi/itants ; or any Pleaſure in be- 
=" 
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ing ſeen, or talk'd of by Men? Alas! A Brute, a Monſter, or 
any odd Piece of the Creation, ſhall! be gaz d upon, or 
pointed ar, as well as thou art; and perhaps there may be 
as many Excellencies in the One as the Other. | 
Bur thou may ſt urge farther, That thou art deſirous of 
Edification and Improvement, and upon this ſcore doſt apply 
thy ſelf 8 r * 99040 
A Blefſed Method of Edification and Improvement in- 
deed ! For a Man to be introduc'd into a Knor of Compa- 
nions, where One ſhall entertain him with a Romantic Hi. 
ftory of his Bravadoes and Achievements; Another, with exe - 
crable Oaths and Blaſphemies ; and a Third, with a naſty 
Repetition of his Intrigues and Amours : So that all the Sa- 
tisfaction thou art likely ro reap from this Society, is, to 
hear Truth violated, and thy God affronted; and ro have thy 
unruly Tmapinations heightned, and thy exorbitant Paſſions 
tranſported, by a lively Repreſentation of Acts of De- 
bauchery.. - 29. 2 7906! 
Bur thou mayſt pretend again, That thou haſt recourſe | 
ro Company, to procure Friends, to expel Cares, or paſs away 
thy vacant Hours in Mirth and Follity. © f 5 $2898: 5 
But is Time ſuch a Burthen, that ir cannot be born, un- 
leſs Sin be call'd in for a Diverfion ? Or, have we ſuch a 
Number of Days, that a great Part of them muſt be ſpent 
in idle Talk, in vain and impertinent Viſits, and in ſeeing 
and hearing other Mens Vices ? Is the Weight of thy Care 
lightned, or the Guilr of thy Conſcience at all diminiſh'd, 
„ina g 11. ©» riſing up early to follow ſtrong Drink, and con- 
| tinuing till Night, till Wine inflames thee * 2 In- 
ſtead of baniſhing thy Trouble, and drowning thy Sorrows 
in thy Bottle, thou doſt but wer and manure the Soil, to 
make it bring forth a more plentiful Crop of Diſaſters for 
the future. Every Debauch is an Addition to thy Guilt ; 
and every time thou comeſt into bad Company, thou mayſt 
commit ſome new Extravagancy to repent of. The De- 
ſire of being thought a Vit, may take off the Watch from 
the Door of thy Lips, and the Fumes of Wine betray thee 
into laviſh and hcentious Falking. The Virulence of thy 
Tongue may blaſt thy Neighbour's Reputation; and the 
Honour of a profane Jeſt cauſe thee to be ſawcy with thy 


God. 
| The 
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The laſt Plea which is urged in behalf of Company and 
Converſation, is, the Opportunity it gives a Man of unbo- 
ſoming bis Soul, and - repoſing bis Confidence in 4 Friend; of 
imparting his Joys, and depoſiting his Griefs in another's 
Breaſt. 

Bur there is ſo much Craft and Deſign, ſo much Treaches 
ty and Perfidiouſneſs in the World, that I almoſt deſpair of 
finding out a true Friend, a Nathanael indeed, in Joh. 1. 4. 
whom there is no Guile . The more I look into the | 
Actions of Mankind, the more reaſon I have to repent of 
that open and generous Freedom 1 have ud with them: 
For moſt of the Detriment which I have ſuffer'd in my 
private Concerns, is not ſo much owing ro an Open Enemy, 
as to ſome Falſe Companion, to ſome crafry Perſon, who 
has put on the Mask of Love, and aſſum'd the Counte- 
nance of a ſweer familiar Friend. 1 2 

Whence come Aſlaſſinations and Murders, the Over. 
turning of Families, and the Ruin of Kingdoms, bur 
from the ſecret Contrivances of pretended Friends? Was 
not Sennacherib ſtabb'd by his own Sons}, and . Kia. 18.37 
our Bleſſed Saviour betray d by one of his o nn 
Domeſtic Servants ? Did not the perfidious Villain, who lay 
in his Boſom, and was fed by his Miracles, lift up his Heel 
againſt the Hand that fed him? And was not all this Diſſimu- 
lation carried on under the Shew ant Covert of Friendſhip, 
and accompliſh'd by the Help of a kind and endearing 
Salutation ? 3 5 af 
If theſe are the Advamages of Company, and the beſt 
Arguments that can be urg'd fbr Society, I ſhould think it no 
Puniſhment to be excluded from the Face of Mankind, and 
confin'd the reſt of my Days to a Cloyſter. For by this 
means I ſhould be free from the Tricks and Stratagems of 
falſe Friends; my Mind would be calm and ſedate; my 
Paſſions no longer afloat, nor my Ambition tranſported by 
the Careſſes and Flatteries of deſigning Men: I ſhou 


- contemn this vexations World, and bid adieu to irs vain 


and childiſh Fooleries; and my Soul would be ar leiſure 
for higher Contemplations, and conſtantly attend upon her 
God in all the important Inſtances of her Duty. | 
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O Bleſt Retreat ! Tranſporting Solitude ! 
The Rev'rend Manfion of the God! 
Where Heav'nly Thoughts my Soul inſpire; 
Where all without me is ſerene, EOS 
And all as calm within; I 
From whence all Vice and Impudence retire: 
For Vice 'and Impudence can't live alone ; 
They're born and nurſt up in a Throng, 
And ſtill purſue the crowded Town: 
To Palaces and Cities ſtill reſort, 2 
And pay attendance at the fawning Court. 
8 I: | 
O Bleſt Retreat! The pious Reſidence 
Of Vertue, Peace, and Innocence ! 
Where calm Humility has fix d her Reſt, 
Free from the Ravage of infulring Pride; 

Where Plenty builds her Halcyon Neſt, 
Where gentle Jeph'rus on his breathing Wings 
The Balmy Sweets of Spicy Odors brin | 
And harmleſs Pleaſures in their Silver Currents glide. 


III. 
O Bleſt Reereat ! Tranſporting Solitude! 
: The:Rev'rend Manſion of the Good! 
Thy ſilent Paths lead to the Realms of Bliſs, 
And thy ſweer Garden is 
The * of "= 2 
hy purling Streams, ſtal Floods; 
Thy humble Vales, and lofty Woods 3 : 
Thy Flow'ry Meads, and Shady Groves, 
Ace Proſpects, which my raviſh'd Fancy loves. 


Bleſt 


IO, wry 
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Bleſt Solitude ! How eaſie could I be, 1 
Had I the Happineſs to ſpend bern 
The Remnant of my Days wich Thee 2 
Could I enjoy na ocher Friend, vets. 13 
But my own Soul's Seraphic Company 2 
IV. „„ 
"Tis here th' immortal Poets have their Seat, 
And on the Myſes Taſpiration wait. 
0 Muſe, 2 8 _— 
Scar the Noiſes of 4 wanton 
Has had here — innocent Recent 
Here ſne exerts her Heav'nly Fire, 
And ſets her Numbers to ber Lyre e. 
Here warbling Birds and merry Swainsgs 
Join in thè Canſorr, and repeat her Strains; 
And their/melodious Accents fill! G 
Each ſilent Grove and liſt ning Hill; 
Until applauding Eccho all around, © .. 
Back to che dad, Bars returns che pleaſing Soud. 


ine de Way Us Rot | 19 
Tis thou, Bleſt Solitude! excit'ſt my Lays, 
And recommend'ſt my Maker's Praiſe: | 

For when I fix my wandring Eye 
On Nature's ſweet Variety; BER 
When ev'ry Herb, and ev'ry Plant 
Produce a lively Argument bla nad 
Of their All-wiſe Creator's Pow'r; : 

How does the beauteous Scene my Soul inſpire; 

And wing my Fancy with uncommon Fire ? 

And then, O Heav'ns ! How my tranſported Tongue 

In lofry Numbers vents her grateful Song d : 


kk 4+ 2 VI. f 

Let Fape, who wou'd be ſeen by all, 
Frequent the Park, the Play houſe, and the Mall. 

Let cringing Fools purſue the Great, 
And let their hungry Expectation wait 
Upon che Smiles and Nods of Nuaves they hate; 
Let Lawyers flutter at the Noiſie Bar, 
And bal for Fees at 1 

N 2 


\ 
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My humble Soul wou'd be * \ $21) 
_—_ by none, b _ admir d. 

She'd paſs her Youthful Vigour quiet, 

Wrapt in the Boſom of Ob rz 

And then go gently off the Stage, 

Before ſhe feels the Miſeries of Age. 


HTM N I. 
Y Son, if e ares thee, conſent thou not: (Proy, 


1. wo.) 

If they ſay, come with us, let us lay wait for Blood; let u 
lurk privily for the Innocent without Cauſe ; (V. 11.) 

Let us ſwallow them up alive as the Grave, and whole, as theſ 
that go down into the Pit ; (V. 12.) 

2 ſhall find all preciow Subſtance, we ſhall fill eur Houſe 
with . (V. 13.) | 

Come, cot in tl Lot amongſt us; let us have all one Purſe; 


4.) 
: My . walk not thou in the Way with them 3 refrain th 
gy 0; hey (V. . fred 3 
ir Feet run to Evil, and e to innoc 
Blood. (Iſa. 59. 7.) 
They forſakg the Guide of their Youth, and forget the Cor 
of their God, 3 2. 7.) . 
Their Thoughts are Thon ts of Iniquity : 5 D. 
ſtruction are in their — (Ila. 59 jr fin 
O! ſbut not up my Soul with Sinners, nor my Life with il 
Blood-thirſty : (Pl. 26. 9 
In . Hands is Wickednef, and their righe Hand is ful 
Gifts. 10.) 
For I have not dwelt with vain Perſons, neither will IT hs 
Fellowſhip with the Ungedly, (V. 4.) 
I have hated the Congregation of the Wicked, and wall 
fit among the Prophane. 5 
I will waſh my Hands in 5+. O Lord, and ſo will I 
to thine Altar. (V. 6.) 


f | - HTM 


Of ui, g Oma 83 


1 74 
Ch. II. 


HYMN II. 


13 9 


8 Nah bless, and truſt not in any 


rot her. (ſer 
N Ay love at el times, and « Brocher is 
— ing Fw (Prov. 17. 17.) 
Nes we ſee, every . will utecrly ſupplant, and every 
Friend will walk, with Slandsrs. . Jer. 9. 4) | 


For they will deceive even ce "bis Neighbour, and will not 
ſpeak the Truck. (V. 3 

They bave taught F to ſpeak Lies, and Weary 
themſelyes to commit ag. 


6.0 

Tho' one ſpeaketh n to another with his Mouth ; 5 det 
in Heart he layetb bis wait, (V. 8.) 

The Words of his Mout may be ſofter than Rutter, and bi: 
Tags — than Oil : (Pl. 55. 2.) : 

„ s under * Lips, and by Feet are 

9 Blood, (Pl. 14. 316.) 

O my Soul, thy Habitation * in the midſt of Deceit, and thy 
Compentons are the unrighreous Brood of Thieves aud Here 


er. 9. 6.) 

0 ay * Pit, end the Snare are upon thee ; Death and | 
Deſtruction are gating g for thee. (If. 24. 17.) 

| The treacher alers have dealt  treacherou ; ea, the 
treacherow Dealers have dealt very treacherouſly. (V. 16. | thy 

Thy Brethren are removed far from thee, and. thine Acquaint- 
ance are verily eſtranged. ob 19. 13.) 

Thy . 3 ge thy familiar Friends have for · 


gotten 
a Ig dealt deceitfuly aa Brook, and & 4 Scream 
of Brook they paß away, (C. 6. 15.) 
2 Ke, and wherein the Snom 
8 bey vaniſhe When 
at time they wax warm, they v it #® hot, t 
are conſumed out of their Place. (V. 17.) yy 
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| \ 


.PRATER I. . 
| 1 Implore thy Divine Goodneſs, O Bleffed Lord, not to 
2 and — — of this — — to 4 

t the e of my Meditations, nor to my Soul of 
ber Converſation with Thee, her God. Experience has 
convinc'd me of the Danger of Company, and my Sins call 
upon me to examine and recollect my Actions. O! fare 
me 4 little, befare I go hence, and be no more ſeen; and let the 
Refidue of my Days be empleo) d in Sp tirual Exerciſes. 
Let my Companions upon Earth, be fach a Niom and keep ri 
Law; ànd join me heteafrer to the Md of juſt. Men made 
perfect; and admit my Soul to the Society of Saints ànd 
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O Almighty Lord, who by the Example of the Baptiſt in 
— the Wilderneſs, and thy Eternal Son's frequent Retire: 
ment into Solitary Places, haft inſtructed the World, how 
exceqdient it is for the Children of Men to be ſomerimes 
alone ; Grant, I beſeech thee,” chat my beloved Retirement 
N give the leaſt Encouragement to the Temptations 
of the Devil; but that being freed from all melancholy and 


and diſtracting Thoughts Thiay ſerve Thee, the God of att 
Conſolation an Love, wit earfulneſs of Spirit, and Sin- 
geriry,of Hear, thro! Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. . 
, : K 121 POO. 5 . N £ 
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| : 1 1 C O R. 9. 27. | 
T keep under my Body, and bring it into ſuljedion ---<. 


3 J 

MEDITATION. 
JT HOU. art full of Bitterneſs and Complaining, O my 
| Soul ! and ally overwhelmed with Remorſe 
and Diſquierude ; and, if I judge aright concern · 
ing the Cauſes of thy Diſaſters, they are all originally 
owing to chy unhappy Union wich the Body. For by this 
means thy Noble Powers and Faculties are curb d, and all 
their Divine Energy and Operations are reſtrain d: Thy 
Longings and Deſires grow faint and languid, and the 
Warmth of thy Spiritual Exerciſes is cooPd and 2 
It is impoſſible for thee, (till this Corporeal Union be diſ- 
ſolv'd) ro get entirely free from thy melancholy Incum- 
brances, and to extricate thy felf from thy preſent Difficul - 
ties: But thou may'ſt, in ſome degree, leſſen chem, by 
having a watchful 555 the Motions of thy Compani- 
on, and cutting the Body ſhort in all her unreaſonable De- 
mands and Prerenfions. Keep her under the ſtrict Con- 
finement of Vertue and Religion, and inure her to the ſes 
vere Diſcipline of Faſting and Alſtinence; and then thou 
wilt withdraw the Fewel from her Lufts, and bring down 
all her ſleek Pomp and Gaiery.' If thou would ſt rake the 
Town, thou muſt ſtarve the Garriſon ; and the Way there- 
to, is ro cut off all Communication from without, and to 
mder the Body from being ſupply'd by the Enemies of the 
Sprit: It is in vain to propoſe any gentle and moderate 
. s Gus | Mo- 


— — 
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ethods; or to think that Soothing and Indulgence will 
cilitate thy Defigns. Theſe do but fluſh' Nature, and ba. 
niſh Grace; encourage Lufts, and propagate Licentiouſ- 
neſs : For that which pampers the Body, and pratifies the 
Apperite, is perfect Poiſorr and Deſtruction to the Spirit. 
But That, and That only, O my Soul! which reſtrains Ex- 
ceſſes, and moderates the Uſe of delicious Fare, will give 
new Life and Vigour to thy Prerences, arid reſtore thee to 
the Exerciſe of a Religious Freedom. How. quick art 
thou in thy Perceptions? How nimble in thy Applications? 
How eager in the Purſuit of Divine Truths, when thy Fa- 
culties are not biaſs d by any groſs Obſtructions, or Impe- 
diments from the Body ? How. righrly art thou diſpos d for 
Converſation with thy God? How duly qualified for Com- 
munion with thy Saviour, when no indigeſted Fumes of 
Wine difturb the upper Region, no Dregs of a luxurious 
Intemperance interrupt thy Devotions? Then thy Sallies 
towards Heaven will be frequent, and thy Flights lafty and 
amazing; Thy Words will be pure, and thy Behaviour 
mou thy Thoughts chaſte, and thy Meditations re- 


Do then thy utmoſt Endeavour, O my Soul! to manage 
thy Body ro thy own particular Advanmage : Aſſert thy Su- 
perigriry over the Animal Life, and wreft the Scepter from 
the E'ſurper's Hand. Make a brave Stand againſt the In- 
croachments of Fleſh and Blood, and reduce the exordi- 
tant Power of Carnal Aﬀections. . Confider the Body as 
thy Vaſſal and Dependent, and employ her ſeveral Organs 
and Members as ſubordinate Inſtruments to execute thy So- 
vereign Will and Pleafnre. If ever ſhe gets Head, and 
prerends to be rampant, exert thy Authority, and give her 
an immediate Curb, by Moreiſication and Abſtinence. If any 
unruly Motion of the Fleſh diſturbs thy inward Harmony; 
if roo plentiful a Meal ſnould bring on Lazineſs and Stupi - 
dir, ; or too chearful a Glaſ betray thee into inconſiderate 
Mirth and Lightneſs; rectiſie the Diſorder by à Religious 

aſt ; and prevent any further Efe&s, by withdrawing the 
peo Cauſes. » $i | 

The Ehurch has admirably provided for thy Security in 
this Caſe, by her pious Inſtitution of ſolemn Dax: of Humi- 
| Bation and Repenrance : At which times it is the Duty of 
all Ranks and Conditions of Men ro confeſs their own 

| Per- 


Ig erh ; 8 
Ch. HI. Of Faſting. © 89 


Perſonal. Faults, and lament the bold and crying Sins of a 
Nation: to deprecate the impending Judgments of an en- 


rag d God, and imploxe, his Bleiling and Mercy in the 


Deren Solemnity of N Days, 25 the Humble 
Proceſſion of Penitents, is enough to molliſie an Fi 
Head lad, than an Adamant Stone, and to on. 3-36 
extort Sighs from the moſt obdurate and inflexible Breaſt. 
What a moving Scene is it to behold the Shep- 1 
herd howl and cry, and the principal of the Flock © 
walowing themſelves in Aſbes t? To ſee the Prieſts, the Mi- 
wiſters of the. Lord, weeping between the Porch , 4. 27. 
and the Altar , and the dejected People beat- "ISM 
ing their guilty Breaſts, and renting their very Hearts for In- 
dignation? Oh! How melting is this Sight? How ſeemly 
is this Sorrow 2 How prevalent are the Prayers that are ut- 
rer'd under ſuch diſtreſs? How grateful are che Oblations . 
of ſuch contrite S irits 2 8 | 1 ö 
Lord. Into what a degenerate State are the Members of 
thy Church fallen, chat theſe Solemn Faſts ſhould be ſo much 
neglected, or ſo lightly kept! Lord! What a Diſgrace is 
it ro Chriſtianicy, that the Primitive Diſcipline ſhould fink 
ſo far into Decay, and thoſe Corporal Severities, (by 
which the Martyrs and Confeſſors, the Virgins and Hermits, 
arriv'd at the greateſt Eminence and Perfection in Reli. 


gion, ) ſhould be ridicul'd and ſcoff d at by a luxurious 


and effeminare Age? Our Bleſſed Saviour, who , 
knew no Sin, and had no Guile found in his Mouth, * 
condeſcended to faſt forty Days and forty Nights | for the Sins 
of Mankind: And ſhall We, whole Sins are more in num- 
ber than the Hairs of aur Head, think it hard to faſt Que 
Day for our own ſelves? The beſt of Men, and the 
greareſt of Saints have trod in the Steps of their Di- 
vine Maſter, and brought under their Bodies by the ſevere 
Rules of Mortificatios and Abſtinence : And ſhall We, (who 
as much degenerate from thule Primitive Heroes in Ver 

as we are diſtant from them in Time ;) ſhall We fanſie 
that we are born only to carouſe and indulge, to gratiſie the 
Appetite, and pamper the Fleſh, to fare ſumptuouſly er 
Day, and take a more ungovernable Swing in Wantonſie 
and Senſuality at. Night ? 


90 Tbe De vous Soul. Book I. 
I muſt confeſs, that the Inſtitutions of our Holy Church, 
in relation to Faſting, are ſtill in forte: Bur the Practice 
of its Members is lame and defective. There is 
nothing but Cuſtom and Civility, the Laws of the Land, or 
Ditpleaſure of their Prince, can bring ſome Men to an 
outward and formal Compliance with a Day of Humilie. 
tion and*Repentance ; and then the great uſe 7 make f 
their Abſtinence, is ro patch up their broken Health; by 
Fvouring their Cooftitarions from their uſual Courfe of 
Prirking ; and only to faſt our One Surfeir or Debauch, 
at their Bodies may be more capable of Another. Thus 
eir Lents are always preparative to Feſtivals ; and theit 
| bate abſtaining from Meats for a time, is to ſet a keener 
upon their Appetites, and to give a greater Guſt ro'fucceed: 
„ ie 
©. Theſe, and ſuch like Practices, are ſo loudly exclaim d at 
inſt, and ſo ſmartly reprimanded by the general Voice of 
e Prophets; and the ſolemn and neceſſary Duties of 1 
Faſt, are ſo pathezically inculcated, and ſo lively recom! 
mended in all cheir Writings, that 1 can't better cloſe u 
this Medttarian, than with a Parapbraſe upon whar Iſaiab hak 
deliver on tis Sch 8a 
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. who th. aims s Pleaſure know 5 fu 19Y 
Ye, who officiate in; his ſtead below $i 
Ye ſacred Prieſts, Ambaſſadors of Heav'n, «a AHA. 


To whom ſuch ample Pow'rs art: 

Let your undaunted Voice bed 
Loud as the Thunder, as the | 
Filling the Yule, and Ecchoing from the he . 


vn — 


” 


2 4285 * nat, . 


Proclaim, proclaim thro' ev ry Street uk 
Of your Rebethous Paleftin, 1 00 
Proclaim, proclaim old Jacob's Sin; 1 
Good is your Cauſt) and be your Cour great: ro 28: 20A 
Spare not the Flock, ro whom y Are fent: 10 
Make their Ears "et nnd rheir Hearts celene: : | 
Speak boldly, like — ye e a 
III. = 
What ſtran ge Ghimerdsiſeizethe Brain. 5% 4 2 bak 
Of this — Nation ? 


What Pen? What Tongue's ſufficient to arraign 
The Madneſs of this Faithleſs Generation ?. 
They ſeem delighted in th. Almighty's Ways, 
And their ſmooth Lips are fo in his Praiſe; 
Their ſwift Approaches to the Holy Place + » 
Their awful Sentiments of God expreſs. ' | | 
Their fond Peruſal of the Sacred Nl 
Argues Reſpect ro whats upon Record, ' ' + 1 


* + © + —oþ 


n 1 
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Their frequent Searches of their Sov'reign's Laws, 
Are ſpecious Proofs that they deſign to trace 

The Streams of Fuſtice to their Source, 
To plead the Midow's and the Orphen's Cauſe, 


And * ſtern Vertu s Compaſs ſteer their Courſe, 


IV. 


In ſolemn Cant the Wrerches cry, 
Lord! We in Penance ſpend the Pay 3 

Lord! We in fruitleſs Sighs and Tears 

Hourly employ our lab ring Breath, | 

And waſte the tedious Night in pray rs, Ty 
Yer where's the Profitzthar the Soul is fa a 
The Body languid, and the Spirits faint; 
And Duſh and Aſhes reſt upon our Head 

That rugged Seck:c/otb un 

Our render Limbs is ſpread, 

And the hearth _—y ae of Complaint) 


V. 


The God, who firs enthron'd on high, 
Langhs at this nauſeous Scene of Pageantry. 

He ſees thro all the forc d Diſguiſe, 

Thro all rhe pious Artiſice, 
And the maſt hidden Scenes of Villany diſcries, 
In vain ye bend r Kuee : : 

In vain ye ſigh away your 

And forthe wonted Succours _— : 
In vain upon your guilty Faces fall, 
And for a Penance lickthe Duſt beneath. 


VL 


Your God himſelf does now deſpiſe 
His own appointed Sacrifice. 
Te faſt, ye faſt, th — 
T exalt your own, and not my Praiſe. 
Like bending Bull. ruuſbes your Heads incline ; 
Bur Sin ſtill ſtiſfens and reds your Mind. 
Your Acts of Penance do produce no Pain; 
Bur Szripes are Pleaſure, and your Faſting Gain, 


"Tis 


ch. Ii. Of Faſting. - 93 
8 reftrain'd from Sin; : 
Whulſt deadly Poiſon lurks, and Malice ceigns « within 


VII. 
Is This the grateful 1 7 
Are Theſe the Victims which 1— God appeaſe? 
Is This the Penance of each ſolemn Day? 
Is ir for This ye Faſt and Pray ? 9 


Vain Fools! To think ye ſhall * high 
(Nor by the.inward Smart 
87 a relenting Heart:) 


nab he Loudneſs of your a Cry. 


VII. 


In Acts of Mercy let your Faſts be ſeen; 

To hungry Bellies deal the gen rous Doal, 

And let warm Garments skreen 
The Captive's naked Back from Winter's Cold, 

Go, looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs ; 
Strengthen the Feeble, give the Weary 1 "© 
Support the Stranger, and relieve th 05 
— . —— 2 ob may Suir preſs. 

hen y Righrev ike Morning-Li 

Expel the noxious Damps of ſullen Night: Sign; 
Thy earlyPray'rs ſhall pierce the diſtant. Skies, 
And Heav'n receive the welcome Sacrifice. 
Thy gen rous Alms, and Pity to the Poor 
Shall ſtill prolong ay Dos, ſhall ill augment thy 4 


HYMN 


tercede for your Fleck, * mournful Shepherds. (V. 13 


unto this Day; and for our Iniquities have we, our N 


...er eee 


o 1 . 
1 - 


| 1 
Gr PX, boy e ye Price: : Howl, Ye Miniſter: 
of the Altar. (Joel 1. 13.) 
Lye all Night in Sach. cloch, ye Minifters of my Gel; » and in · 


Sandtiſie a Faſt, olemn Inh; 3 Gather tbe Eilert, 
end all the Inhabitants of the Land, In the Houſe of the Lord 
your God, and cry unto the Lord. (V 

Alas ! For i By fr he Do ene tak and 
4 4 n 77 8 all it come. (805 Nb“ 

ay of Darkneſ and 12 a Day of Clouds and 
of *bick a- ef. Ch. 2. 2) | 

But ſpare thy People, O 22 in thi en fue and give not 
thine Heritage to Reprogch. (V. 17.) 

oO Led N heeouſnefi belongerh unto thee ; but unto us Com 
Fuſion of Face. (Dan. 9. 7.) 

O my God! Im aſhoned, and _— lift up my Face to 
thee, my God! (Ezra 9. 6.) 

. our up are increaſed over our Heads, and. oy reſfeß 


unto the Heavens. (V. 6.) 
"I — Days of "our Fathers have we been in gred grear Treſpoft 
Prieſts, been delivered into the Hands of the Kings of — Land. 
V. 7.) 
0 O my God, incline thine Ear, and you thine Eyes, and behold 
our Deſolations. (Dan. 9. 18.) 
For we do not preſent our Supplications before thee for our 
Righteouſneſs ; but for thy great Mercies. (V. 18.) 
O Lord, bear: O Lord, forgive: O Lord, hearken and do. 


19 | 
0208 not, for thine own ſake, O my God: For thy City and 


| People are called by thy Name. (V. 20.) 


HYMN 


1 
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HYMN II. 


N tis not thy ſelf amongſt the Multitude of Sinners: Bur 
remember that Wrath will not tarry long. _— 1.16.9 
Repent with Seriouſneſ, and humble thy 725 elf 2 : For the 
Vengeance of the Ung '% Fire and Worms 

Be not among ft Nine bibbers ; amongſt — Ax! | 


Fleſh. (Prov: 23. 23. 20.) . 
of 4 great Man's Dainties : For they 


Neit 
ut « Knife to 
1,2.) 


are but Ka A Meer. (V. 3- 2 


Jo 405 
IH Mounds without Cauſe ? Who hath Redneß of E 257 Ero. rr 
| They. that tarry long at the Wine, They : at go to ſeek, 
| Wine. (V. 30.) 
Look not upon the Wine when it ꝶ red, when ir b i c. 
lour in the Cup, when it moveth it ſelf aright. in wh 
Ve 1 laſt it biteth like a Serpent, and ſtingeth like an Adder. 
32 
Thine Eyes ſhall behold ſtrange Women, and thy Heart ſhall 
utter perverſe things. (V. 33.) 
The Cup of the Lord's right Hand ſhall be turned unto thee, 
and ſham ful Spewing ſhall be on thy Glory. (Hab. 2. 16.) 
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MAE MAE MME. 


PRATER I. 


O Lord, who for my ſake didſt faſt forty Days and fory 
Nights; Give me Grace to uſe ſuch Abſtinence, that 
my Fleſh being ſubdued to the Spirit, I may e- 
cl. fo Fr yer obey thy. Godly Motions in Righteouſneſs 

and true Holineſs, to thy Honour and Glory, 
who liveſt and reigneſt with the Father and rhe Holy Gho 
One God, World without End. . Amen. 


PRATER I. 


1 thou me, O Lord, and ſoThall 1 be turned. 
1 he favourable, O Lord, be favourable to thy Servant, 
nen, Who turneth to thee in Weeping, Faſting, and 
- Praying. For thbu art a, mercitul God, full of 

Compaſſion, long-ſuffering, and of grear Pity. Thou ſpa- 
reſt whe mag r and . N 125 thinkeft 
upon Mercy.. Spare thy Servant, goo 4 e him, 
= ler not thine Heritage be beo e to Confaſica. Hear 
me, O Lord, for thy Mercy is great ; and after the Multi- 
rude of thy Mercies, look upon me, thro' the Merits and 
Mediation of thy bleſſed Son Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 
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CHAP. NV. 
Of PRATER 
— VEDEN OR EE S 2s 
ROM. 12. 12. 


—— Continuing inſtant in Prayer. 


MEDITATION 


RATER is the great Concern of Human Lite; 
Draft rhe Bleſſings of this World, and the Expe- 
ctations of 2 ＋ do entirely depend u upon a re 

jar Performance of this Duty. It is alſo the higheſt Privi- 
lege which Duſt and Aſhes can be admitted to; becauſe it 
Introduces us into the Preſence of rhe Supreme Monarch 
of Heaven and Earth, and intitles us to that ra 
Converſation which the Angelie Ordet only enj ay” We e- 
who m it a wonderful Favour to be converſant ar Courꝭ, and to 

ve the Ear of our Prince at command ; and an Happi- 
neſs indeed it is which many ſeek after; and bur few can 
obtain: The Admiſſion to ir is difficult, and the N 1 
precarious, the Arrendance troubleſome, and the 
uncertain. 

Bur the caſe is quite different in pi ritual, from what it 
is in Temporal Matters: For the indy. + Perſon that walks 
thro this Valley of Tears, may, if he pleaſe, enjoy a far 
greater Privilege every Moment, than thoſe poſſibly can do, 
who dwell in Ning, Houſes : For he may lay hold of the Op- 
portunities of converſing with a Being as muth ſuperiour 
to all worldly Porenrates, as Heaven ſurpaſſes Earth; or 
Eternity exceedeth Time. In this Converſation there is 
no Diſtinction between che Pe * and oy: Noble, no Pre- 

fetents 
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ference of the Senator to the Plowman : But all have the 
fame Relation to their common Father; and all have a 
rightful Claim to the Privilege of Sons. Tis Devotion a. 
lone that diſtinguiſhes Favourites, and Piety which demands 
Admiſſion to the Preſence of God. The Almighty's Ears 
are open to the Complaints of all his Servants, and his 
Power is at hand to patronize their Perſons, and redreſs 


their Grievances. : Is any amongſt you afflited, or neceſſi. 
tous (lays the Apoſtle) let him by Supplication 


* 

þ Ts and Prayer, make his Caſe known unto God * , | 
and the Sure of the Sufferer ſhall immediately come under | 
the gracious Conſideration of an upright Judge, and the 


Event anſwer the Expectation of the Petitioner. The 
The Man's Circumſtances (if it be pro 


wry you 3 feek,, end ye ſhall find ; knock, and 
an it ſhall be opened unto 2. The Palace- Gate 


is thrown wide open for your Reception, and the Servants 


are ready to conduct you to the fineſt Apartments: The 
King of Glory admits you into his moſt Auguſt Preſence, 
and your Saviour procures you a favourable and ſpeedy 
Audience. | 21 oY 

O the ſweet Society, which Saints and Confeſſort maintain 
with their God! O the rapturous Converſe and endearing 
Communion between Chrift and his Church! How fragrant is 
the Incenſe of a Religious Cloſer > How ardent the Brea- 
things of a Devaut. Soul 2 That Man can never be deſtitute 


. aufg: who can always talk with his Saviour; nor 
want a Fri 


end, who can have perpetual Recourſe ro his 
God. art to him is more agreeable than a City, and 
the Retirement of a Cell, than the moſt conſpicuous Peſt in 
the Government. He is a Denizen of another Countrey, 
and has laid up a Treaſure in a better Kingdom. His Soul 
can ſoar from Earth as oft 1 viſit her Friends 
of rhe New Feruſalem: Her Me 
Heaven in a Moment, and bring down the Entertainments 
of Paradiſe to the moſt conremptible Cottage. 
Come, my Soul! and take thou. the Wings of the Morning: 
Prevent, 1 ores, the Dawning of the Day, and ſalute thy 
Maker with the early Tribute of thy Prayer and Praiſes, 


But be fure to take proper care that all things are regularly 
f Pre- 


per for him) ſhall 
be alter'd according to his own Defire, and his AMictions þ 
turn'd into Rejoicings and Triumphs. For ak, and it ſhall | 


ditations can range up to 


— 
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prepar d, and in a good Diſpoſition, before thou entreſt up- 
pon this Work: For if thy Tg Frame ſhould nor be 
duly tempeèr'd, and all thy ' Paffions rightly diſpoſed, thy 
perſonal Appearance will be offenſive in the Temple, and 
the Homage of thy Body an Abamination to the Lord. For 
it is not the Bending of the Knee, or the Stretching out of 
the Hands; the Tone of the Voice, or the Lifting up of 
the Eyes, which. can Fender thy Worſhip * and 
ſucceſsful with God: Bur it is the Regulation of th 
Thoughts, and the Reſtrainx of thy internal Motions; the 
well-placing of rhy Aﬀections, and the Puriry ef thy Heakt, 
which muſt recommend thee ro a Being, that ſeeth in ſe- 
cret, and neither judges nor rewards according to the Oui: 
ward Appearance. 2 21 
Devotion, O my Soul ! is a Duty which is purely Spiritual? 
a Duty, which I have more than ordinary reaſon to call up- 
— thee fur the Performance of. Devot ion is thy peculiar 
rovince, and no Power upon Earth can hinder the Exer- 
ciſe of it. The Body may be confin'd; bur the Mind is ſtill 
at liberty: No Acts of Violence can reſtrain her Thoughts; 
no Chains or Fetters break off her Heavenly Correſpon- 
dence. Oh! then, my Beloved Soul! Conſult thy own In- 
tereſt, and act a bly to the Dignity of thy Nature: 
Let thy ſolemn Addrefſes to God be frequent es importu- 
nate, and the Matter of thy Prazer ſerious and neceſſary. 
Let thy Requeſts be few and modeſt, and thy Behaviour de- 
cent and humble. Let the whole Performance be with as 
much Secrecy and Retiredneſs, and as little Noiſe and 
Shew as poſſible; knowing that tis the Favour of God; 
not the Applauſe of Men; a ard in Heaven, nor Q- 
ſtentation upon Earth, which thou oughteſt chiefly ro aint 
at. But above all, be ſure to call in thy roving and diforder- 
ly Thoughts, and to place thy Affections entirely upon God * 
Ler Meekneſ and Charity be mingled with thy Prayers, and 
Faith and Hope give Life and Spirit to every Petition: 
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N voliſh'd Armour, and in daring Hoſts, 

The Stateſman glories, and the Hero truſts ; 
Bur Vertue lights th' ill-grounded Confidence, 
And courts a ſtronger Pow'r to her Defence. 

Swift as the winged Dart, Devotion flies, 

And calls Aſſiſtance from the liſt'ning Skies. 
The Sarnt ſollicits, and his Pray'rs prevail, 
*Where Mines are uſeleſs, and where Cannons fail. 
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Thus wedg'd betwixt two Hills, the Hebrews ſtood, : 
Pharaoh behind, before the Briny Flood :) * ä 
hen Moſes ſtretch'd his Arms and Voice to God; 
And fee, the gath'ring Waves, like Mountains, rear 
Their curled Heads, and leave their Channels bear: 
But when th' Obdurate Ning preſum'd to pals, 
And puſtid his ſwarthy Legions to the Chaſe; 
Rerurning Waves purſue their wonted Courſe, 
And liquid Walls entomb the flownd' ring Hoſt. 


Oh! That our Suits were unto Heav'n addreſs'd 
With the ſame Zeal that warm'd this Patrierch's Breaſt; 
Defcending Bleſſings ſhou'd our Tents ſurround, 
And freſh Succeſſes ev'ry Labour crown. 

Bur in unlawful Paths we ſeek for Bliſs; - 

And loſe the Prize, becauſe we ſeek amiſs. 


The doating Senior, bent by Age and Cares, 
Begs the Renewal of his rroubled Vears. 


The wanton Beau prefers no other Pray', 
Bur for the tempting Glaſ and tempting Fair. 


I 
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Avaro doats upon the riſing Store 4 ; 
Still hoards the prefent Wealth, and yu for more : 
Still the miftruſtful Wretch dreads future Want, 


And in the Arms of Plenty makes complaint. 


As my as the Cit the Change purſues, 
To Church or Meeting trips his Godly Srouſe > _ 
And the ſame Cauſe which moves the Father's Care, 
Gives a keen Ardour to the Matron's Pray'r ; 
That Maſter may be rich, and Miſt be fair. 


* But now, preſumpruous Mortals, lend an Ear, 
And what a Pagan ſpeaks, attentive hear. 


As the Author has alluded to the 1cth-Sorir of Juvenal, 
by the Choice of ſome of the foregoing Inſtances; fo 
he thinks fit to conclude this Poem with a more ttri& 
Tranſlation of the latter Part of that Satir, beginning ar 


—— Si concilium vis, : 
Permittes ipfis expendere Numin: bus, quid 


Conveniat nobis, & c. 


— 


Th' Immortal Pow'rs, which o'er the World preſide, 
Both for our Perſons and our Wants provide: 
Enthron'd on high, they watch their Charge below z 
Avert what's Hureful, and what's Good beſtow. 

This Creature Man is Heav'n's diſtinguiſh'd Care, 
Nor ro himſelf, as to the Gods ſo dear. 1 ‚ 
Vet the fond Fool, by Heat of Paſſion led, 

In hopes of Heirs, aſcends the Bridal Bed: 

But God alone th' ill-favour'd Off. ſprings ſees, 
And knows the rugged Spouſe's Qualities. 


Bur wou'd'{ thou to ſome wiſer purpoſe pray, 
And the fat Entrails on the Altar lap; 
To bare Condentence be thy Pray'r confin'd ; 
An Healthy Bedy, and'a Sprightly Mind : 
A Mind, which fummon'd, can reſign her Breath z. 9 
Quit rhe vain Pleaſures of this fading Earth; 5 
And look undaunted on che Grins of Death: 
H 3 A 
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A Mind, that can the Shocks of Grief ſuftain ; 
Calm in Diſtreſs, and Chearful under Pain: 
Thar in the middle Stream ſecure can glide, 
Not toſs d by Anger, or convuls'd by Pride: 
A Mind, that covers nought, for nothing cares 
And, valiant by her pious Choice, prefers 
Th' inceſſanr Toils of Lab'ring Hercules 
To Lordly Feaſts, and Luſtful Palaces, 
And the ſoft Pleaſures of inglorious Eaſe. 
HYMN I. 
Y | darwin 1j the Almighty, (ay the Wicked) that we fhould 
ſerve him? And what profit ſhould we have, if we ſhould Þ| 
pray unto him? (Job 4. 15.) 
O daring Impiery ! O monſtrous Inſtance of Human 
Pride and Ingratitude? | 
My Soul, accuſtom not thou thy ſelf ro ſuch blafphemou 
Reflections, nor mingle thy ſelf with the Perſons of Blaſphe- 
ers. 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, and call upon bim while 
he is near. (Iſa. 55. 6.) 

For ts the Sacrifice of the Wicked is an Abomination. to the 
Tk 3 the Prayer of the Upright # his Deligbs. (Prov. 13. 
8. SIX, 114771307 D | | | 

For the Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him; yea, 
unto all fuch as call upon him faithfully, (Pſal. 145. 18.) 

He will fulfil the Deſire of them that fear bim: He will alſo 
bear their Cry, and will help them. (V. 19.) „ 980 

Thou, O Lord, art my Defender; thou art my Worſhip, And 
the Lifter up of my Head. (Plal. 3. 3.) 

O! Let my Prayer be ſer forth in thy ſight, as the Incenſe ; 
and let the lifting up of my Hands be an Evening-Sacrifice. 
i, © ""S 5% i -81 f = 

Many there be which ſay of my Soul, there is no Help for him 
in his G:d. (Plal. 3. 2:) | {91 

But I will not be afraid of ten thouſands of the People, that 

bave ſet themſelves ag ainft me round about. (V. 6.) 
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I wilt cal upon the Lord, — worthy to be praiſed ; ſo 


ſhall I be ſafe from mine Enemies. (Pl. 18. 2.) 
In my Trouble will I cal upon the Lord, and complain unto m] 


God. (V. 5.) 

So fhalt he hear my Voice aut of bs boly Temple; and my 
Complaint ſhall come before him, it ſhall enter even into his Ears, 
(V. 6.) | 


HYMN IL 


Efore bhou prayeſt, prepare thy ſelf, and be nat as one that 
rempteth the Lord. (Ecclus. 18.22.) 

For there is a Generation who ate pure in their own Eyes, and 
yet are not waſhed from their Filthineſs. (Ch. 3 0. 12.) 

There is a Generation which ſwear by the Name of the Lord, 
and make mention of the God of Iſrael: (Ia. 48. 1.) 1 * 

I ho draw nigh to him with their Mouth, and honour him with. 

their Lips, and appropriate to themſelves the Title of the 
Elect: (Ch. 29. 13 AYR 

But their Heart is removed fur from him, and their inward 
Parts are full of Deceit, and Rottenneſs. (Plal. 10. 7.) © 

Their Reverence is extorted by the Penalty of rhe Law, and 
their Fear is taught by the Precept of Men. (Iſa. 29. 139 

But diſtruſt not thou the Fear of the Lord, when thou art 
poor, and come not unto him with a double Heart. (Ecclus.1.28.) 

Be not an Hypocrite in the fight of Men, and take good heed 
what thou ſpeakeſt. (V. 29.) NT, 

Be not faint-hearted when thou makeſt thy Prayer, and neg- 
ect not to give Alms. (Ch.7. 10.) | 

Uſe not many Words in a Multitude of Elders, and make not 
much Babling when thou prayeſt. (V. 14.) 8 

Be not raſh with thy Mouth, and let not thy Heart be haſty ts 
utter any thing before God: For God is in Heaven, and thou up: 
en Earth; therefore let thy Words be few. (Ecclel. 5.2.) | 


B 


H 4 PRAYER 


1 e Depout ,, Bock U. 
NTT debt een oe es 
PRAYER IL 


12 thy Merciful Ears, O Lord, be open to the 
w Prayers of thy Servant; and that I may obtain my 
Cell. 100 Sun, Petitions, make me to ak ſuch things as ſhall 
ne Trin= pleaſe rhee, thro' Fefus Chrift my Lord. 4. 


PRAYER II. 


A Lmighty and Everlaſting God, who art always more | 
A ready to hear than I ro pray; and art wont to give | 
| more than either I deſire or deſerve: Pour | 
od down upon me the Abundance of thy Mercy, 
t . -.* *. forgiving methoſe things whereof my Con- 
ſcience is afraid, and giving me thoſe good things which J 
am not N to ask, but thro' the Merits and Mediation 
of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son my Lord. ren. 2 
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CH AP. v. 
of CHARITY. 


1 FOHN 4 10. 


- He that loveth not his Broth# whom be hath ſeen, how 
en be love God whom be hath nor ſeen. | 


MEDITATION. 


Am never more ſurpriz d, than when Tread the frequent 
Exhortations to Charity in the Old and New Teſtament, 
and ſee the rare and ſlender Performances of this Du- 
ty by the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. As the World grows 
earer to an End, ſo the Love of Many waxes cold, and viſi- 
ply tends towards a Diſſolution. Mens Bowels are hard- 
ned as their Years advance; and the nearer they approach 
to their Journey's End, at the greater Diſtance they ke 
from Chriſtian Perfection. A Numbneſs ſeizes their Af. 
fections, and a Callus grows over their Hearts: Coverouſneſs 
ties up their Hands, and Se/f-/ove contracts their Souls. 
Some Men think they were born only for themſelves, and 
to carry on ſome private Deſigns of their own, with- 
gut being beneficial ro the Community, or ſerviceable to 
heir Fellow. Creatures. They reckon that they have em- 
ploy'd their Talents, or husbanded their time well or ill 
upon Earth, according to the Greatneſs of the Eſtate they 
have raiſed, and the Number of Purchaſes they have made. 
85 for Feeding the Hungry, Cloathing the Naked, Viſiting the 
Sick, Redeeming the Captive, and diſcharging the inſolvent 
Debtor ; theſe are Duties which they are Strangers to, and 
which they hope to be eaſily excus'd and diſpens d from. 
88 Hai. 
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Hoſpitality to them ſeems the Parent of Poverty; and an 
Open Houſe and a Free Heart, the trueſt Sign of an Epi. 
cure or an Ideot. 1995 . 
But that which moſt of all ſurprizes me, is to ſee theſe 
Men make pretenſions ro Religion; and with a formal 
Starchneſs and Gravity, to poſſeſs the uppermoſt Seats of the 
Synagogue, and communicate in the molt ſolemn Ordinan- 
ces of the Church. SS | 
For how impaſhible is. it for him to ſoar aloft in the holy 
Raprnres of Devorion, whoſe Thighs are laden with thick 
Clay, and whoſe ver; Soul is bent down tothe Earth which 
he rreads upon ? ; TEE 
| How awkard is it for another of the ſame ſtingy Clan, to 
boaſt of his Zeal tor Religion, and his worſhipping of the 
True God, when he doats upon Mammon, and has made an 
Fol of his Treaſure? | 1 


How inconſiſtent is it, to hear a Third Rant of his Church. 
Principles, and magnifie the Orthodoxy of his Faith, when 
his ſordid Life is a Reproach to our Holy Profeſſion, and 
his Want of Charity, a Breach of our Chriſtian Unity? 
To do good, and ts gommunicate, are certainly Natural Duti 
and a0 Pretences to higher Attainments can vacate or 
annul their Eternal oh | 


. 
ligations. I never could believe, 
that Revelarion was deſign d to exclude Morality, or that the 
Ble was deliver d to cancel the Law written upon our Hearts, | 
Grace never operates, but upon a good Diſpoſitian; nor 
does Religion build, but upon the Foundations which Narure 
has laid. Some Peoples Notions of divine Love are as ſpe- 
culative and abſtracted, as the Practice of others is awkatd 
and ſingular. Boch pretend to high Attainments, and hoch 
proceed upon a wrong Principle, and are equally diſtant 
from the true and ſincere Spirit of Primitive Chriſtianity, 
Religion has inſtructed us ro take our Eſtimate of thing 
from another Quarter, and to meaſure our Love to God by 
our Charity to cur Neighbour. This is a Rule which can 
never fail; becauſe it ſuppoſes all thoſe Vertues and Gra- 
ces which conſtitute and compleat a Chriſtian. All Bierer- 
neſs, Wrath, Envy, Malice, Anger, Clamour, and Evil. ſpeaking, 
„ph. 4.31, are net fo much as to be named among the Saints; 
| but Forbearance, Love, Peace, Gentleneſs, and Cha- 
xity *, are the eminent and diſtinguiſhing Characters of our 
Sacred Profeſſtron. A Real for God is a yery commendable 
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Qualiry ; but then it muſt ſhew ir ſelf in obedience to his 
Laws, and a ſtrict Obſervance of his Worſhip ; and not 
in any unſeaſonable Informations againſt, or unjuſt Proſe- 
cutions of our Brethren. There is no one . Conſideration 
which the Moral Philoſophers make greater uſe of ro engage 
us to Concord and Amity, than the general Relation and 
Affinity there is berween Mankind. The Compoſition of 
our Bedies our of the ſame Materials, and the Extraction 
of our Souls from the Deity, are the darling Topicks, 
which theſe Wiſe Men proceed u to knit us together 
in the ſtricteſt Bonds of Unity, and oblige us as Members 
of the ſame Family, and Parts of the ſame Body, to act 
for the mutual Aſſiſtance and common Intereſt of one ano- 
ther. Chriftianiry carries this Argument a great deal high- 
er; and tho' it makes ſome Diſtinction in the Diſtribution 
of our Charity, and gives the Preference ro the Houſhold of 
Faith; yet ir tif enjoins an univerſal Beneficence to all, 
— repays Good for Evil, Love for Hatred, and Bleſſings for 
Curſes. „ 
Conſider, O my Soul! what thy Religion obliges thee 
ro, and what Abilities thou art in to come up to theſe Ob- 
ligations. Conſider the Example of the Bleſſed . . 10 18. 
Feſus, who went about doing good * ; and the Acti- . 
ons of Saints and Martyrs, who trod cloſe in their Redeem- 
er's Foor-ſteps. Conſider that Spirit of Goodneſs and 
Charity which reign'd in the Primitive Church 5 and how 
He Firſt Profeſſors ſold alf they had, ro make a common 
und for the Relief of their Brethren. -Confider in the 
laſt place, that thou art only a Steward in this World, and 
not a Proprietor, and muſt ſpeedily give a ſtrict Account to 
thy great Maſter for the Management of his Houſhold. 
The Poor are thy Care, and Charity ſhould be thy daily 
Exercile ; and if thou art neglectful of thy Charge, or 
deficient in thy Duty, thou ſhalt be diſcarded — thy Stew- 
ardſhip, and treated as a Traytor or Malefaftor. F than 
haſt this World's Goods, and ſeeſt thy Brother have , Joh; 
need, and ſhutteſt - thy Bowels of Compaſſion 9 
from him, how dwelleth the Love of God in x FS f What does 
all thy furious Zeal fignifie, without practical Knowledge; 
or thy Speculative Faith, without Good Works > Thou 
felieveft perhaps, that there is One God, and aſ- | 
enteſt ro the Doctrine of a Crucified Feſus : In 


- 


Jam. 2, 19. 
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this thou doſt wel; But remember that the Devils alſo believe, 
and tremble, and yet they continue Devils ſtill, and have 
neither the Grace of Repentance, nor the Gift of Charity : 
And thou, by harbouring Malice in thy Heart, and exerci. 
fing Severiry towards thy Neighbour, becomeſt an Accom- 
plice with thoſe damned Spirits, and ſhalt have the ſam 
iſnment in Everlaſting Burnings. | 


CA LAS \ 
6 . 


* 0 E M. 


Part of the 37th Plalm, Parapbra: d. 


HAT little Wealth which Righteow Men poſſeſs, 
Surpaſſes all th' Oppreſſor's vaſt Increaſe : 
By Vertue ripen'd, nor acquir'd in Haſte, 
Ir ſhall both wider reach, and longer laſt: 
For ſecret Mercies round the Fuſt are ſpread, 
Whilſt Judgments light upon the Sinners Head. 


Th* Omniſcient God does all our Thoughts inſpect, 
Sees how we ſteer, and on what Grounds we act; 
And wiſely ſuits his Favours to the Fact. 

Hence tis the Father's Piety prevails, 

And laſting Bleſſings on his Son entails *: 

The Guards of Providence ſecure his Store, 

And beat off Famine from the bolred Door. 

No threat'ning Dangers can ſurround his Bed, 
Or Midnight Thoughts diſturb his waking Head. 
No Foreign Armies, or inteſtine Foes 

Can rob his Conſcience of her ſweet Repoſe. 


But daring Men, who Vertue's Maxims hate, 
Are doom'd by Veng'ance to ſeverer Fate: | 
Their envy'd Wealth may for a Seaſon riſe, | 
And glitt'ring Pomp attract the Vulgar's Eyes: 
But ſee how in the boaſted Height of all, 

The griping Xnaves, like pamper'd Victims fall.; . 
b Li 
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Like Fat of Lambs, th' ill-gotten Goods ſhall burn; 
And all conſum'd, to Smoke and Aſhes rurn, 


As J have paſs'd thro' ev'ry diſtant Stage 
Of Life, from blooming-Yourh to hoary Age; 
I this Remark from long Experience drew, 
And found the Maxim to be always true : 
Th' Almighty God, whoſe Wiſdom governs all, 
With fuch Diſtinction makes his Bleſſings fall, 
That Plenty's richeft Gifts reward the Liberal. 
No griping Penury ſurrounds his Hands 5 
The more he gives, the more he ſtill commands. 
Expenſive Alms can never make him poor 


Nor conſtant Dreinings waſte the growing Store. 


His thriving Sons ſnall double Portions have, 
And reap the Fruit of what their Fathers gave. 


I muſt confeſs, that I have likewiſe ſeen; 
Like ſpreading Bay in all irs Vernal Green; 
The proſp'rous Sinner flouriſh for a time, ; 
Sated with Pow'r, and blooming in his Prime: 
Bur when I ſought, in ſome convenienr Space, 
To find the Mortal in his uſual Place; __ 
The boiſt'rous North, with his unfriendly: Blaſt, 
The pleaſing Beauties of my Tree defac'd : 

The comely Limbs were from the Body torn, 


Their Leaves all wither'd; and their Verdure gone; 


| 
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HYMN 


Leſſd is be that confilrth He Poor and. ; hs 
r (PC. 41. 1.) 
Bie ed is he that hath not taken a Pledge of bu "Brene fr 
—_ ru as my the Naked of chety Cloarkong > ob 22.6.) 
That h r e drink, and\ web 

with-bolden Bread from the Hanopry. (V. 7.) 
| Bleſſed it he thus hath nat Aide, away empty, nor bro: 
ken the Arms of the Fatherleſi. (V. 9.) 

That hath nos ſuffered the Stranger to in the Streets; 
but hath opened his Doors to the Traveller. (Ch. 31. 32.) 

The Lord preſevve and keep Herb as one alive, that he may be 
bleſſed upon Earth : and deliver not chau him unto the Wat of 
his Enemies. (Pl. 41. 2.) 

The Lord comfort him when be tieeh ſick in bit Bed Make 
thou all hu Bed in bis Sickneſfi. (V. 3.) 

But woe unto bim that buildeth bi Houſe by den bref, 
and hu 3 by Mong cee wales, 2 

That uſeth hs Ne E e a „e 
him not for bu: Wes. (V. 13.) P 

That faith, Twill bild me 4 wile Hou 1 
and cutteth him out Wi RN it is cieled Cedar, and 


painted with Vermilion. (V. 14 

Shalt thou reign, becauſe = cloſeſt thy ſelf in Cedar > Or 
can row - = 14 (mn keep off the Stroke of Venge- 
ance ? 15 

Did — thy Fathers eat and drink, and do Judgment and 
Fuſtice, and then it was well with them ? (Ibid.) 

And if thou wilt copy after the Example of thy worthy 
Anceſtors, thou ſnalt enjoy the ſame Proſperity, and inherit 


os Reward of their Charity. 
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erer 


"HYMN Il. 


8 | a 9 
* not thy Heart upon thy On and ſay not, 1 have er 


or my Life, (Ecclus. 5. 
14 poi the Lord with thy SuPaice, and with the FirÞbs 


i of thy Increaſe, (Prov. 3. 


9.) 
So ſhall thy Barns be filled with Plenty, and thy Preſſes ſpall 
burſt out with new Wine. (V. 10. 
Make not an hungry Soul ſorromful, neither grovke 4 Man i in 


bs Diſtreß. (Ecclus. 4. 2.) 
Say not unto thy Nezghbour, Go, and come guln, aud to mor: 


row will give, r when thou haſt it by thee. (Prov. 3. 28.) 


But give to him that alert thee ; andy fea Fram him that would 
borrow g thee, turn not thou away. "(Ma '$. 42.) 

For whoſo 1 peth his Ears at the Cry of the Poor, hu 40 
ſhall cry himſelf, and ſpall not be heard. (Proy. 2.1. 8 

For the Lord will be a Defence 5 1 rprefſed z even 4 Re- 
fage in due time of Trouble. (PC. 9 

Ariſe, O Lor F and lift iy thy hn hinT e forget nat tht 
Poor, nor diſcard the Merciful. (PC. 10. 13 

Wherefore ſhould the Wicked blaſp — 2 whilſt he doth 
ſay in his Heart, tuſh ! thou God — not for it. (V. 14.) 

That thou mayeſt take the matter into thy hand, the Poor 


committeth himſelf to thee. (V. 15.) 
For thou art the Patron of the Innocent, «nd the Helper of 


the Friendleſi. (Ibid.) 

Break thou the Power of the Ungodly and Malicious: Takes 
away bis Ungodlineſs, and and thou ſhalt find none. (V. 16.) 

The Lord is King for ever and ever, and the Heathen as 
periſhed out of the ö (V. 18.) 

Lord! Thou haſt heard the Deſire of the Poor; 3 thou prepa- 
reſt their Heart, and thine Ear hearkeneth thereto. (V. 20.) 

To help the Fatherleſs and Poor unto their Right, that the 
Man of the Earth be no more exalted againſt him. (V. 20.) 
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mand, thro Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, Amen, © | 


— - 


PRATER I. 


Lord; who haſt taught me, that all my Doings without 

O Charity, are oe worth; ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and 

pour into my Heart that moſt excellent Gift of il 

Alen for Charity, the very Bond of Peace and of all : 

Ins Verrues,. without which whoſoever liverh, B 

counted dead before thee : Grant this for thy only Son Je. 
ſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. KEY . 


W p RATE R II. 


A Lmighty and Everlaſting God, give unto ine the In, þ 
A 4 of Faith, Hope, and Ghariry ; and cha | 5 
Cl. 14th bn. may obtain that which thou doſt promiſe, 

after Trin- make me to love that which thou doſt com- 


be End of the Second Book, 
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DEVOUT SOUL: 


OR, 
An Entertainment for a Penitent. 


* 


of the Vain Delights and Glories of this World. 


—_— as * „ü 8 4 * * — — 


C HAP. I. 
Of RICHES. 


G 1 ä at 4 * 
7 


PRO V. km 
Labour not to be rich --<<-o? 


MEDITATION. 4 


HY ſhould I be fo intent upon Gain; and 
meaſure my Happineſs by the Extent of my 
Poſſeſſions 2 Why ſhould I fatigue my Soul, 


and wear out my Body in the Purſuit of Va- 


nity and Trifles ; and make all the innocent Comforts of 
this Life truckle ro my 3 8 Defigas ? After Labour 


C 
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Labour and Pains, all my Foreſight and Sagacity, I am 
not certain who „ the ö wot 2 ot 
os te chat is to ſucceed me, Ha 4 wile 

N mY Man or 4 Fool 4 Ir is in vain to ſuppoſe, 85 
my Houſe ſhall continue for ever, and that my dwelling Place 
Elks all endure from one Generation to another, and 
nat my Lands and Tenements be called after my own 
Namb+ ; when it is not in my power to entail Wiſdom 
and Fruga ty, together wich mine Inberitante, upon my 
Poſterity. The Prodigality of an Heir may unravel all 
my Schemes of Greatneſs; or the Default of Iſſue fru- 
ſtrate my moſt promiſing Expectations: The Diſobedience 
of a Child may imbitter the Reſidue of my Days,; or the 
the Misfortune of a Match, bring my gray Hairs with Sorron 
to the Grave. - | 

But ſuppoſing none of theſe things ſhout happen ant: 
me; yet Riches themſelves are of ſuch a fickle and uncon. 
ſtant Nature, thar their preſent Poſſeſſori have no Security 
f their Continuance. They are always upon the Wing, 
ad foaring into ſtrange .Coumries : They loy& to change 
Properties, and transfer Titles; to ſtrve new Maſters, and 
try Variery of Experiments. Alas ! Upon. what uncertain 
Conditions do the beſt of us hold our Eſtates? And how 
fickle and precarious are theſe worldly. Bleſſings we {of 
much boaſt of? The Incurſion of an Enemy may ſpoil | 
our Territories, or the Perfidiouſneſs of our Neighbour rob 
our Coffers. The Mildew from Heaven may blaſt out 
Vintage, or an unkindly Seaſon. cur off the Fruits of the Earth, 
In ſhorr, every thing in Nature is capable of incommoding 
us, and very inconſiderable Accidents may bring down the 
Pomp of a Rich Man. Fire and Sword, Storm and Tempeſt, 
Heat and Cold, Rain and Drought, may all of em ſuccel- 
ſively turn his Enemies, and prove the greateſt Plague and 
Vexation to his diſcontented Soul, 

Bur if a lucky ConjunQture of good Seaſons, fair Wea- 
ther, and-praſperous Forrune, ſhould fayour the * s of 
this wealthy Min ; yet he mag not be fo happy hi Te 
&arors ii nagine ; nor ſo enſie in his eſſions as that 
Lebte le Wretch, who licks the Crumbs under hi Tube. 
Yor exexy. Day's Experience m y convince — chat a plen · 
riful Eftate draws a diſmal Train of Miſeries at rhe Heeb 


of it, and fubjects the Octupier to ithnninerable Inconve- 
nlences, 
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niences, which he mg be otherwiſe freed from. For. 
they that will be rich, fall into Temptation and a Lid. 42 
Snare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, © 

which drown Men in Deſtruttion and Perdition *. 

From whence proceed Treachery and Violence, Mutiny and 
Sedition, but from the Love of Money, the Root of all Evil ? 
Why did the curſed Juda betray his bleſſed Maſter, but 
for the Lucre of thirty Pieces of Silver? And why have fo 
many Falſe Profeſſors of Chriſtianity renounc'd their Bap- 
tiſm, and deny'd the Faith, bur to ſecure their Eſtates, and 
ingratiate themſelves into the Favour of Tyrants ? 

Twas the Kingdoms of this World, and the 1 Matt. 4. 8? 
Glory of them t, that. were the deluding Baits 
which the Devil would have tempted my Great Redeemer 
with: And if Idefign to follow his Example, and to main- 
tain the Character of a Chriſtian Diſciple, I muſt diſdain 
the Propoſal, and check he of the Offerer, with 
the ſame. Courage and Magnanimiry that he , ver 10. 
did : Get thee hence Satan + ; for I ſcorn to be | 
enſnar'd with thy golden Baits; I ſcorn to barrer my im- 
mortal Soul for = inconſiderable Income of this dirty 
World. If Riches encreaſe, I will never ſet my t q fe. 
Heart upon them ; but will be liberal in the 
Diſtribution, and Moderate in the Ute, rather than labori- 
ous in the Acquiſition, and ſtingy in the Management of 
my Wealth. 1 

What! Tho' that God, who hath the Fulueſt of the Barth 
at his Diſpoſal, and all the Store-Houſes and Magazines of 
Nature under his Power, ſhould condeſcend ro beſtow ſome 
ſignal Marks of his Favour upon Me, the unworthteſt of 

his Creatures? What! Tho' he ſhould place me in the 
Circumſtances of his Servant Fob, and make me ſo much 
the Darling of his good Providence, as to plant an Hedge 
about me, and about my Houſe, and about all that N. b 
IT have on every ſide, and to bleſs the Works of my | 


Hand, and increaſe my Subſtance exceedingly in the Land * 2 


Be not high-minded, O my Soul ! Be nor puffed up with this 
roſperous and plenti ful Condition: Bur conſider, that the 
ame Almighry Hand which gave, has power to take away 

ain: For as God can raiſe up the Poor out of , Sam 4. 6. 
the Duſt, and lift up the Beggar from the Dunghil _ : 
toſet them among Princes, and make them inherit a Throne | of 

I 2 Glory 


| 
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Glory; So He, with the ſame Eaſe can bring down the 
Pomp and Exorbitancy of the Rich, and reduce the Mighty 
Men of this World to the humble State of Vagrants and 
Pilgrims. For he never defign'd that any Condition of 
Life ſhculd be fix d or permanent upon Earth; and he has 
ſhewn us the Vanity of our Deſires, by the Shortneſs of our 
Dar's, and the Uncertainty of our Enjoyments. What, a- 
las! fignifie Stately Houſes and Rich Furniture, to that 


Man, who muſt preſently change his Habitation, and ly down 


in the Duſt, and be clothed with Corruption? What does it 
fignifie, to be always upon Projects and Contrivances for 
the ſake of a little momentary Wealth, and to encompaſs 
Sea and Land for the Increaſe of our Store, or the Inlarge- 
ment of our Territories? Death will quickly put a Sto 
to our Pretenſions, and bereave us of all our envy'd Pol- 
ſeſſions, excepting only ſo much of this Earth, as will cover 
a noiſom and rotten Carcaſs. 

Why then ſhould I make ſuch a Noiſe and Buſtle upon 
Earth, and think this World zoo little for me, when the 
ſmall Pittance of a Grave muſt contain me? Why ſhould 
my Deſires fwell ro ſuch an exorbitant Height; and Envy 
ſo far tranſport my envenom'd Mind, that another's Happr- 
neſs ſhould be the Occaſion of my Miſery 2 Why ſhould my 
Power or Wealth protect me in Tyranny and Oppreſſion; 
ant my Neighbour's Ewe-Lamb be ſlain to entertain my 
Gueſts, when my own numerous Flocks and Herds remain 
untouch'd > Why may not Mordecai have a Share in the 
King's Favour, as well as my ſelf; and poor Naboth enjoy 
a little Vineyard, but that the Pleaſantneſs of its Situation, 
and its Nearneſs ro my large Poſſeſſions, ſhould occafion me 
to raviſh it from him? If I make haſte to be rich by ſuch 
villainous Practices as theſe are, I ſhall ſoon perceive the 
diſmal Effects of it. Gehazi's Leproſie will cleave to my 
Avarice, and Sapphira's Fate attend my Perfidiouſneſs. The 
beſt, I am ſure, that I can reaſonably expect, is, that if I 
8 have ſwallowed down Riches by Injuſtice and Ex- 

action, I muſt vomit them up again * with Shame 


and Remorſe: For God ſhall either caſt them out of my Belly 
by Violence, or turn them to Gall and Bitterneſs upon my 
Conſcience ; ſo that in the Fulneſs of my Suffici- 
ency, I ſhall be in Straits t and Agonies ; and in 
the very midſt of Plenty, periſh with Hunger and Thirſt. 

| POEM. 
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DEFFC TOOL LOLLI TO LOCKS x. 
FF -0 & if 


The Prayer of Acur paraphras'd, from Proverbs 30. 
7, 8, 9. | | 


* are my Words, and mod rate my Deſire: 
Lord! Grant thy Suppliant what his Wants require. 
Let not Ambition mount my Soul on high, 
And toſs me on the Wings of Vanity. 
Bridle my Tongue in my licentious Vouth, 
And let my Lips obey the Laws of Truth. 
O! Let not Poverty my Soul depreſs, 
Nor Plenty drown me in her looſe Exceſs: 
The dang'rous Conſequence of Both I fear ; 
Want is a Curſe, and Riches are a Snare. 


Lord! Keep thy Servant in the Golden Mean, 
Free from the Dangers of each wild Extream. 
Convenient Food is only what I wiſh, 

In ſome low Cor, and in an homely Diſh. 


The. Beggar grows by Poverty prophane 
Blaſphemes his God, and ridicules his Name 3 
His needy Lips are prone to Perjury, 

And filching Hands, his raging Wants ſupply. 


The Rich Man too is bloated into Pride; 
Admires himſelf, and laughs at all beſide. 
No Thanks ro Heay'n for what it has beſtow'd ; 
His Gold's the Temple, and Himſelf the God. 


I 3 


HYMN I. 
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72 be ſome that put their truſt in their Goods, and boaſt 
themſelves in the Multitude of their Riches. (PI. 49. 6.) 

That heap up Silver as the Duſt, and prepare Rayment 4s the 
Clay. (Job 27. 16.) 

That pull down their Barns, and build greater; and ſay to 
their Sault, Eat, drink, and be merry. (Luke 12. 18,19.) 

But woe unto him that encreaſeth that which is not bus, and 
to him that ladeth himſelf with thick Clay. (Hab. 2. 6.) 

Wie to him that coveteth an evil Covetouſneſs to his Houſe, 
and delighteth to ſet his Neſt en high. (V. 2 rs | 

Rejoyee not thou, O my Soul, becauſe thy Wealth is greet, 
and becauſe thy Hand hath gotten much. (Job 31. 25.) 

Make not Gold thy Hope ; nor ſay unto fine Gold, Thou art my 


Confidence. (V. 24.) 


Be not greedy to add Money to Money; nor ſer thy Heart 
upon Uſury and Exaction. (Tob. * 8.) 

To be rich towards God, is thy Chriſtian Privilege; and 
Treaſure in Heaven is the ſecureſt Poſſeſſion. (Luke 12.21.) 
Nothing is durable on this fide the Grave; and nothing 
ro be depended upon before the Hour of Death. | 

Our Gold and Silver may be canker d upon Earth, and the 
Ruſt of them be a Witneſs againſt us in Heaven. (James 
5.3.) 

But the Bags which wax not old, are provided by Charity ; 
and Alms will ſecure us from Resa Neath. (Luke 12. 
33.) | 
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I Was grieved at the Wicked and Oppreſſor ; I do alſo ſee the 
Ungolly ! in ſuch Proſperity. (Pl. 73. 3.) 
For they are in no peril of Death; but are luſty and ſtrong. 


"> Bull gendreth and faileth not ; their Cow calveth, and 
caſteth not her Calf. (Job 21. 16.) 

And this is the Cauſe that they are ſo holden with Pride, and 
overwhelmed with Cruelty. (Pl. 73. 6.) 
ar] Eyes ſwell with Fatneſs, and they do even wheat they 

7.) 

They corrupt others, and ſpeak of wicked Blaſphemies : their 
ralking is againſt the Moſt High. (V. 8 

2 th ye farth Hes Mouth unto the Heaven, and their 

Tongue goeth thro the World. (V. 9.) 

Lo! Theſe are the Ungodly, theſe, l. er upon the Earth, 
and theſe bave Riches in poſſeſſion. (V. ay 

At ths my Faith began to ſtagger, * my Patience and 
Submiſſion were like to forſake me. 

My Feet were almoſt gone, and my Treadings had well nigh 
Nipe, (V. 2.) 

Until I went into the Sanctuary of God: Then underſtood I 
the _— „ 6 1; 4 ab 1107 

Namely, aſt ſet t in ſlippery Places, c 
them down, and deſtroyeſt them. (V. 17.) 

Oh ! How ſuddeniy do they conſume, periſh, and come to 4 
fearful End! (V. 18. 

For they ſhall ſoon be cut down like the Graſs, and be withered 
at the green Herb. Pſ. 37,2.) 
Yea, even like as a Dream when ene awaketh, ſo ſhalt thou 
make their Image to vaniſh out of the City. (V. 19.) - 
Fret not 7 elf, therefore, O my Soul, becauſe of the Ungod- 
Y; neither be thau envious againſt the Evil-deers. (V. 1.) © 

For better is a little with the Fear of the Lord, than great 
Treaſure, and Trouble therewith. (Prov. 15. 16.) 

Better is a little with Righteouſneſs, than great Revenues 
without Right. (Ch, 16.8.) 
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For he that loveth Silver, ſhall not be ſatisfied with Silver; 
nor he that loveth Abundance, with Increaſe. (Eccl. 5. 10.) 
But that which the Lord hath given thee to live with, wil 
ſuffice thee ; and more will be bur Vanity and Vexation of Spi. 
rit. (Tob. 5. 19. Eccl. 1. 1.) 


D od odey oo PokookeoFol 


P RATBR IT 


O God, the Diſpoſer of all things, and Governour of all 
Men; Let thy Providence defend, and thy Mercy ſup. 
port thy unworthy Servant. Lord, I am not high-minded, 
neither do I place my Deſires upon great Things. Do thou 
keep me from the Temprations of 1 and teach me 
Contentment in every State of Life: So that my Soul may 
be at leiſure for Divine Meditations and Spiritual Exer. 
ciſes, and thy Grace may enable me to go thro' the ſeveral 
Parts of my Duty, without the Fatigue of any Worldly 
Clogs and Incumbrances. Amen. 


PRATER I. 


God, who didſt accept the Two Mites of a poor Widow, 

more than all the rich Preſents that were caſt into the 
Treaſury ; Grant, that J may ſo husband my little Concerns 
in this World, as to ingratiare my ſelf into thy Favour, and 
endear the Divine Goodneſs ro my Soul. Give me Grace 
ro make uſe of thy Bleſſings to — poſes than the 
pampering of the ſenſual Appetite; and by a charitable 
Diſtribution of the Mammon of Onrighteouſneſs, to ſecure an 
Intereſt in a more durable Inberitance, that finally at my 
Deparrure hence, I may be receiv'd into the everlaſting 
Habitations prepar'd for the Faithful by Chriſt Jeſus. 4. 
men, | 


* 
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HE B R. 11. 24. 


MEDITATION. 


Moſes, when he was come to Tears, refuſed to be called the 
F all the Vices, which the Corruption of my Na- 
ture ſubjects me to, I find none fo prevalent as 


Son of Pharaoh's Daughter. 
O That, which caſt my Firſt Parents out of Paradiſe : 


For Ambition lies ſtill in the Root of my Heart, and diſ- 
covers it ſelf in the moſt conſiderable Actions of m 
Life. Tho' I am a Worm, and no Man, I entertain the moſt 
lofty and aſpiring Thoughts of my ſelf, and am unwilling 
to brook a Superlour, or ſtrike under a Rival. 

O Lord! Mortifie my Pride, and confine my Ambition. 
Teach me, how the lofty Looks of Man ſhall be I . 11. 
humbled, and the Haughtineſs of Man ſhall be : 
brought down. What is this Honcur which I gape after 
Whar is this Worldly Applauſe which I ſneak for to the 
Rabble, and court the Scum of the People ro obrain ? Alas! 
It is nothing but an empty and ſounding Trifle ; a thin and 
aiery Bubble, which is raiſed by popular Breath, and lies 
at the Mercy of the giddy and unſettled Maltitude, to 
break as ſoon as they pleaſe. © Fame and Reputation, 
Authority and Preferment, have been always reckon'd 
„by wiſe Men, amongſt thoſe things which are not in our 
Power, but depend upon the various Humours and Incli- 


nations of others“. They may be conferr'd or with. 


e Epicterus, | 
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holden art pleaſure ; and thoſe who give, not thoſe who 
receive, are the proper Maſters and Owners of them, 
They are in their own Narure — ans unconſtant, 
weak and ſervile, liable to be controul'd, and ſubject to 
Oppoſition. He that courts the Vulgar, forfeits his Liber. 
ty, and is 2 to thoſe — e IF to rule. He 
can never be ſecure in the Poſſeſſion of his Honour, or the 
Favour of his D. ha. — as on reſtrain the 
Raging of the Sea, as the Madneſi of the People ; and com. 
mand the One to be calm, as well as the Other unani. 
mous. 

Bur after all the Pains and Contrivance, after all the Bri. 
ber” and cringing to be mov d higher than aur Neighbours, 
the Promotion it ſelf is not really valuable, or” ie Pur. 
chaſe worth the Hazard and Expence. Attendance and 
Retinue is but Noiſe and Fatigue; Titles and Precedence 
but Incumbrance and Oſtentation. My Table is never the 
more inviting, becauſe it is throng'd with Waiters; nor 
my Meat the mare palatable for being ſerv'd up in Plate. 
My Thirſt is nor che ſoqner quench'd, becauſe I drink ou 
of Silver and Gold; nor my Sleep the more refreſhing, 
for ſtretching my wanton Limbs on 4 Couch, or lying on « 
Bed of Ivory. Did not my meek and humble Maſter con- 


remn all the State and Grandeur of chis World; and chuſe | 


„ Phil. 6 rather to appear in the Form of a Servant, than 
in che Quality of 4 Prince * When the People 


| world have took lum by force to have made him a King, he mo- 


deftly withdrew himſelf from the Honour, and refus'd a 
Crown with-greater Satisfaction, than — firing Per. 
ſons would take one. 

Now, this is the Divine Precedent which I would copy 
aſter; and the Terms of my Admiſſion into his Church, 
oblige me to wichſtand the Allurements of Senſe, and bid 
adieu to the darling Greatneſs of this World. Alas! Iam 
no more to be valu'd for a Title of Honour, or a Diſtinction 
of Quality, for being wrapt in Purple and fine Linnen, or 
bedeckt with Pearls and Jewels, than a Bird for his ſhining 
Feathers, or an Horſe for his gaudy Trappings and rich 
Furniture. My Worth is not to be taken from this Pom. 


us Shew, and glittering Ourfidez; but from the 
ertues and Graces, thoſe truly honourable Qualities, 
which reũde within, To ſee my Threſhold beſet with hun- 
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Petitioners, and to have always the Fatigue of re- 
ceiving and anſwering Addreſſes, and to run the riſque of 
angring many, 2 may be only in my power to oblige 
one, 1s the greareſt V 


exarion and Inconvenience imagina. 
ble. Who in this caſe would bear the Bruar of Envy and 
Malice, for a Cringe or a Ned, or perhaps an higher Sear 
than another Man? Who would ſacrifice the Eaſe and 
Quiet of his own Mind to an aſpiring and Inſolent Hu- 
„ mour > Who would part with his preſent Joys for imagi- 
nary Reveyſiens and Tirular Diſtinctionz? Crowns and 
Sceprers are but Golden Toys, and glaring Miferies ; and 
the moſt folendid Monarch in che Univerſe is but a more 
honourable Slave : His Palace is his Confinemenr, and his 
Officers of State are but che Keepers of his.Prifon.: His Soul 
has reaſon o be uneaſie in the midſt of Pomp and Gran- 
deur ; and may envy, the pe able and unmoleſted State 
of the meaneſt Peaſant in his Dominions. Oh! How ſur- 
feited is he with Company, and ſick with Greatneſs; and 
if he dar'd but ſpeak his own Thoughts, how willing 
would he exchange his Court for a irement, and dil 
charge the Attendance of fawning and officious Men, for 
the more innocent, Enjoyment of Streams and Groves? 
Why therefore, O vain and aſpiring Man! ſhould'ftrhou 
be ſo amus'd with Noiſe and Pageantry? Why ſhould'ft 
thou be carried away with the gaudy and deludin | 
of Greatneſi? Tell me, O thou ſelf-conceired and ambiri- 
ous Creature, who art ſo ſollicitous to he talk d of after 
Death, and to tranſmir thy Memory with Advantage to Po- 
ſteriry ! Doſt thou canſfider, that thy Honour and Name 
vill grow leſs in the next Generation, and fag upon che 
« Courſe ; and like a Ball that is handed from one to ano- 
* ther, be dropt at the laſt? Doſt thou conſider, that it hap- 
I pens in the Buſineſs of Fame, as it does to one Heap of 
Sand thrown upon another? A new Glory eclipſes an 
* old one; and the latter Age is a ſort of Extinguiſher to 
the former *”, For that which now is, in the + Ecd. 2. 16; 
Days to come ſhall be forgotten f, and the Re- 9 
membrance of a Wiſe Man ſhall ſtand upon no ſurer Foot- 
ing, than the Extravagances of a Fool, The Actions of 
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Alexander and Cyrus are now read for Roman 


Names of Camillus and Ceſar begin to be antiquat 
thoſe of our Modern Heroes will meet with the ſame 


F are. A 


Bur granting for once, that your Monuments and Men were 
Immortal; that Braſs and Marble would never decay, and 
Heroic Actions would embalm the Memory of the Agent, 
and rranſmir 'em freſh and lively to all Poſteriry : Yer what 
alas! does it fignifie, to have thy Titles enroll'd, and thy 
Name ſhining in the Annals of thy Countrey? What does 

1 * Hiſtory ſwell'd with the 
Birth and Family; and thy Noble Actions recorded by the 
greateſt Maſters of Wit and Eloquence? What (I ay) 
does all this fignifie, when thou thy ſelf art capable of 
knowing nothing of the matter, nor canſt propoſe the leak 
Advantage from whatever Opinion Poſterity may have of 


it fignifie, to 


An... | 


HAT raging Tumor has poſſeſt 


What is it gives me ſuch a Sence 
Of my ill-grounded Excellence? 

Why ſhould my babling Tongue relate 
My Praiſe at ſuch a fulſome rate? 


Ambition makes my Soul aſpire; 
And Pride, with an imperious Brow 
Does from the flatt'ring Croud require 
The Homage which was ne'er my due. 


T love to ſee the gaping Throng 
Admire me as I pals along. 
T love, with ſplendid Equipage, 
And rich Retinues to engage 
The Fond Spectator's wondring Eyes, 
And hear his Lips proclaim my Praiſe. 
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elation of thy 
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The haughry Empire of my Breaſt? 
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I love the loud Hxxas ſhould ring, 
The Poets write, the Virgins ling : 

And J, the Subject of their Song, 
Always employ their artful Tongue. 

T love the Titles of the Great, 
The Grandeur and Parade of State, 
Whilſt Thouſands at my Levee wait ; 
And I with a Majeſtic Nod, 

Wou'd awe the People, like a God. 


From Eaſt ro Weſt I'd ſpread my Name; 
Like the young Macedonian's Fame : 
This Univerſe ſhou'd be my Slave, 
And then a new-made World T'd crave ; 
And trembling Kings ſhould think it great 
To lay their Scepters at my Feet. | 


Vain childiſh Man! Thy ſelf to pleaſe. 
With ſuch deluding Thoughts as theſe! 
Vain Man! To think ſubſtantial Joys 
Depend upon the Rabbles Nolte! .. 

Go, try the ſad Experiment, 

And truſt a fawning Sycophant. 
Hang, like a Meteor in the Air, 

And blaze awhile, then diſappear: 
Go, climb Fame's Pinnacle, and fit - 
Upon the ſlipp'ry Top of it; 

And from thy envy'd Greatneſs throw 
A ſcornful Look on Crowds below. 
But ſee how ſoon thy ſickly Brain 


Giddy and drunk thou ſtep'ſt awry ; 
Th' Effect of being rais'd ſo high, 

Is but to make the Fall more great, 
And haſten on thy lingring Fate. 


The Mob, the crafty Stateſman's Tool, 
To biß the Wiſe, and clap the Fool; 5 
The Mob, who always love or hate 

By Humour, not by Reaſon's Rule; 
With joyful Eyes ſurvey thy Fate. 


Turns round, and can't its Height maintain: 


116 Due Devout Soul. | Book m 


His Morning Luſtre ſtill adore ; 
Bur when Declenfion hurries on, 
As ſoon deſpiſe his dwindling Pow'r, 


U 
Theſe are the Pattons of thy Riſe, 
The buſie Flarr'rers of thy Luft z | 


The Mob careſs the Riſing gun 3 | 


Who now applaud thy Miſeries, 
And ſpurn thy Honour in the Duſt. 


HT M N I. 


I being in honour, abideth not: He is like the Beg 
4 that periſh. (Pſ. 49. 12.) | 9 
T bo his Excellency mount i up to the Heavens, and his He 
reacheth unto the Clouds; (Job 28. 6.) OG TY 
Tet he ſhall die like one of the People, and periſh for ever lik 
bs own Dung. (V. 7.) WP | 2 
He ſhall fly away as a Dream, and ſhall not 14 5e 
be ſhall be chaſed away as a Viſion of the Night. (V. 8.) 
How art thou fallen from Heaven, O Lacifer: Son of th 
Morning ? How art thou caſt dowh to the Ground, which didf 
weaken the Nations? (Iſa. 14. 12.) | | | 
For thou haſt ſaid in thy heart, I will aſcend into Heaven; | 
will exalt my Throne above the Stars of God. (V. 13. 
Iwill aſcend above the Heights of the Clouds 5 I will be lit 
the Moſt High. (V. 14.) n 1 
4 Te 4 3 ſhalt be brought down to Hell, to the Sides of the 
it. (V. 15.) | | | 
All thy Enemies ſhall ſay unto thee, Art thon alſo become weak 
as we ? Art thou become like unto us? (V. 10.) 
Is this the Man that made the Earth to tremble, that did 
ſhake the Kingdoms? (V. 16.) 
That made the World as a Wilderneſi, and deſtroyed the Citiet 
thereof ; that opened not the Houſe of his Priſoners ? (V. 17.) 
Alas ! Thy Pomp is brought down to the Grave ; the Worm 
ſpread under thee, and the Worms cover thee, (V. 11.) BEE 
| H 
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8* E K not * the Led Pre- eluinknce, netther of the N 
the Seat of Honour. (Ecclus. 7. 4.) 

Fuſtifie not thy ſelf before the Lord, and boaſt not thy ſelf 
before the King. (V. 3.) 

Put not forth thy 11 in the Preſence of. the King, and hand 
hot in the place of great Men, (Proy, 23.6.) | 
For better it is that it had been ſaid unto thee, Stand up bigb· 
er, than that thou ſhouldeſt be put lower i 5 the Preſence 2 the 
Prince, whem thine Eyes have fem. 

Let another Man praiſe thee, pos not thine own Mouth 'z 4 
Stranger, and not thy own Lips. (C. 27. 1 

For whoſoever exalte ae Von lf abafed ; and be that 
humbleth himſelf, ſhall be exalted. (Matt. 23: 12.) 

For tho the Lord be hi igh, yet reſpect unts the Lewy 
but the Proud he beboldevk afar of (Pl. 138. 6.) | 

He ſcorneth the * and diſdainech the e: Bur 
a contrite Heart is the Habitation of his Spin: (Pr. 3. 34.) 

Thoſe that honour him, he will honour g and thoſe ther deſpiſt 
him, ſhall be lightly eſteemed. (x Sam. 2. 30.) 

For ro the Meck he hath promiſed kv. Kingdom of Heaven; 
and the Poor in Spirit are the faireſt Candidates for Immor- 
tality. 

Be not therefore high-minded, nor exerciſe thy ſelf in Mat- 
ters which are too great for thee. (PC. I31. 1,2.) 

Be not ambitious of the Title of Rabbi; nor vainly af. 
fect the Greetings in the Markets. (Luke 11. 49.) 

Cover not the uppermoſt Seats in the Synagogues, nor aim to 
be diſtinguiſhed ar the Feaſts of Nobles. 

But refrain thy Soul, and keep it low, liks as a Child that is 


weaned from his Mother : yea, let thy Soul be even di 4 weaned 
Child. (Pl. 131.3) 


. PRAYER 
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TN me, O Lord, the true Reaſons of my being pla. 
ced for a ſhort time upon Earth; and inſtead of fol. 
lowing the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, let my 
Thoughts be fixed upon the Glories of Eternity. Amen, 


PRATER II 


Blefſed Jefus ! O endearing Saviour! Let the ſane 
Mind be in me, which was in thee, and the e 
Principle of Meekneſs and Humiliry poſſeſs my Soul, 
which diſcover'd ir ſelf in all the Actions of thy Life. 
Ler others enjoy the Honours and Pleaſures of this 
World: But let me eſteem it the higheſt Privilege ro be 
thy Diſciple, and to live in a State of Debaſement and 
Mortification here, in humble Expectance of Glory and 
Immortality hereafter. Amen. 
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| ROM. iz. 14 | 
Mate no Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts theredf, 
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ME DIT A TION, 


S I am liable to be impos'd iipsn by Senfual Ob- 
jects, and to be carri&d away by falſe Notions of 
Things in general ; ſb am I apr to put a fatal Cheat 
upon my ſelf in chat particular Judgment I make of True 
Pleaſure. For my Paſſions being rhe ſtronger Part of me, 
and perperually at hand, and t is of all, fierce, 
ſtorming, and impetuous; I am oftentimes prevail'd upon 
to comply roo far with their unjuſt Demands, and to grati- 
fie my Fleſh th the Prejudice of my Reaſon. But if I would 
bur conſult the Oracle: of God, and be influenc'd by the 
Practice of ,Wiſe Men, I muſt either mortiſie my Paſſions, 
or be contefir to ſacrifice my Soul. For the Gfatification 
of Senſe, and the Attainment of Salvation, are altogether 
incompatible one with another: They are as diſtant as 
Light and, Darkneſs; and like two inveterate Enemies, 
can never be reconcil'd. The Fleſh luſteth a- ® Gal. 3. 27. 
$2inſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh ; 
and theſe two are contrary . Their Parties are oppoſite, arid 
their Prerenfions various, and the Intereſt which they carry 
on, 1s deſtructive ro each orher. | | 
hat chearful Aſpect and flattering Dreſs, which Pleaſure 
preſents her ſelf in; is but a gilded Bair ro entrap the Un- 


wary, or a more ſpecious Shew to deceive W 
| or 
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For ſhe kiſſes and ſtabs ; ſmiles in the Face, and preys up- 
on the Vitals at the ſame time. The Hanes u 
* with much Labour and Hazard takes a wild Beaſt, runs 
* as great a riſque afterwards in the preſerving of him: 
For many times he turns refractory and untractable w 
* his Keepers, and tears out the Throat of his very Ma. 
* ſter: And tis the ſame thing with inordigate Pleaſures; 
* the more in Number, and the greater they are, the more 
« general and — S Slave 1s the — of them, 
Let the common People pronounce a valuptuaus Man a 
* happy as they pleaſe, he — his Liberty for his Wan. 
tonneſs, and throws in his Soul for the Gratification of 
his Body“. For tho' a ſenſual Delight may at preſent 
be ſweet in the Mouth, and grateful to the depray'd Appe- 
rite; yet it turns to Gall and Vinegar in the Stomach, and 
— off with Nauſeouſneſs and Remorſe in the End. The 
igeſtion is uneaſie, and the Effects are pernicious ; and 
after Nature has taken her full Swing, ſhe loaths and ab 
hors a fecond Enjoyment. Every one deals with his Luft, 
nn 2 dealt with his Daughter - in- law Tama, 
55 2 enjoys it, and then thruſts it out from him 
The very Thqughts of it are uneaſie after Fryition, and 
the Preſence is odious and offenſive when the, Appetite is 
Fi d, and the imperuous Heat of the Delis 
. 8 g 
I chink, no Man ſtands in need of a more convincig 
Argument againſt Bodily Pleaſure, than that dreadful Trau 
M Miſerjes which are che Fatal Effects and ArendansÞſ 
SEA vin. 0; p Pp 
. Glux#ony and Exceſs preduce a Dulne(s and Diſſolution 
of Spirit; bring Clouds and, Darkneſs upon the Under 
5 ing, and lay all irs noble and ſprightly Faculties in 3 
rance. 2 | a 
Me are poiſon d in the very Pleaſures of Luxury, and 
6 petra) d ra a thouſand Difales by the indulging of os 
« Palare, and the gratifying of our Appetite f“. # 
- Drunkenneſs and Intemperance weaken and enervate the WM. 
Body, and engage a Man in Broils and Quarrels, in Duels 


—— — 
— — . 2 2 — — — 
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and Murders : For who bach Woe? Mbo bath Sorrom * N. 
hath Wounds without Cauſe > Mens hath Redneſs <Prnaiogies 
of Eyes? They that tarry long at Wine, they that © _ _ 
> mix Wine *. 

What does the luſtful Adulterer gain by the Encroachs 
ment he makes upon another Man's. Property, and by de- 
taining bi Nezgbbour's Wife from his. Brſom ? e amorous 
Glances and laſcivious Looks of an Harlat are but ſo many 
poiſonous Darts into his Soul: Her fond Careſſes and looſe 
gehaviour, leave a noiſome and rotten Diſtemper in his. 
Bones 3 Aud th her Lips drop as an Hanch- comb, I pr. f. 36. 
and her Mouth ts ſmaother than Oil; yet ber End - 

I bitter as Wormwood, and ſbarper than # tmo-edged Sward f. 
Did nor the mighty Sampſon loſe all his Strengrh by 


— 


eeping on the Knees of a Dalilah x? And did P | 
- or che oft and — Charms of Love ex- "I. 
0 oſe him to the ſevereſt Ferrers of the Philiſtin-? Thus 


is Miſtreſs firſt made him a Slave, and then . 
he re ſoon put ou. his Eyes, and forc'd him 
0 8 in the Priſon- Houſe . 
id not Hered alſo commit Murder upon his beloved 

Waprift, ro ſarisfie the Revenge of a looſe and wanron He- 

odias ? Ang. what is more common in our Days, than ta- 
ee rwo Hectors diſpure the Prize of Debauchery with the! 
WS word, and ro ſend. one another reeking from the Arms of 
; y to the hotter Embraces of the Furies of 
ell? : | 
And now, is this the Pleaſure, O my Soul ! for which. 
hou art to diſcard thy Innocence ? Is this the Goddeſs 

which gains ſuch a Number of Proſelytes upon ſuch ſlender 
ncouragement? It is a Shame for a Man to place his 

Felicity in thoſe Entertainments and Appetites that are 
1 * ſtronger in Bruits. Do not Beaſts eat with a better 
e Stomach ? And have they not more Satisfaction in their 
our, Luſts * > Are not their Senſes quicker and more ſaga- 
d ious ? And is net their whole Animal Life more adapted 
al o Enjoyments ? © Nay, 1 not only a quicker Re- 
den "of their Pleaſures, but they enjoy them without 
 & >candal or Remorſe. If Senſuality were Happineſs, 
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* Seneca; 
and K 2 Beaſts 
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« Beaſts were happier than Men: Bur human Felicity i; 
* lodg'd in the Soul, not in the Fleſh “; and reſylrs from 
_ Exerciſe of Vertue, not from the Grarification of the 
* n Pr 

For ſhame then abandon the Corruption and Depravir 
of Fleſh, and rurh a deaf Ear to the Propoſals of debauch' 
Nature. Fly, fly from the dangerous Embraces of ſenſu] 
Delights, and ſpeedily exrricate thy ſelf from that Soſtneſ 
and Effeminacy into which thou art immerſt. Don't 
any vain confidence in thy own Vertues, or ſo much x 
condeſcend to parley with the Enemy: But whenonee thou 
haſt eſcap'd the Temptation, keep at a convenient diſtance 
from the Danger, and never caſt back one wiſhful Eye up. 
on a wanton and voluptuous Sodom. | 


P O E M. 
| The Seventh Chapter of Pxoverss Tranſlated. 


M* Son! To wholſom Precepts lend an Ear; 
Hearken with Rey'rence, and obey with Care. 
Son! What an aged Father's Lips impart, 

Grave on the Tablets of a tender Heart 

To ev'ry Finger ſome Inſtruction bind, . 

And hide the matchleſs Treaſure in thy Mind. 
Then Age ſhall crown thee with her Golden Days, 
And Wiſdom by unerring Dictates guide thy Ways. 
Wiſdom ſhall lead thee to rhe Source of Truth, 
And from the Harlot's Charms ſecure thy Youth. 


So oft my Eyes have ſeen the faral Chear, 


The Harlot's Charms with Horror I relate; 
And warn'd the Culh from the rempring Bair. 


— — — — — 
Seneca 
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As at the Window of my Houſe I ſtood, 
And view'd the Actions of the Multitude; 
1 ſaw a Youth diſtinguiſh'd by his Mien, 
Gaudy without, bur void of Senſe within : 
I aw him paſs the Lane's intriguing End, 

nd to th' adjacent Stews directly tend. 
Twas at the time, when the laborious Sun 
Finiſh'd his Stage, and Twilight haſten'd on; 
And dusky Ev'ning introduc'd the Night, 
(The proper Seaſon for unchaſt Delight:) 
For Night her ſable Wings ſpreads over Fear, 
And friendly Darkneſs hides th' Adulterer, 
Then out the Harlot bolts in looſe Attire, 
Subtil in Thought, but flagrant with Detire 
Charming with mighty Love's deluding Art, 
She takes the callow Youth's unguarded Heart. 
No ſingle Place confines the Strumper's Stay; 
She wanders ev'ry where in queſt of Prey : 
She lies purdue in ev'ry lurking Street, 
And tempts the Lover to her fatal Net. 
When ſhe has once enſnar'd the wiſh'd-for Prize, 
How to detain him all her Arts ſhe plies: 
She ranſacks all th* Artillery of Charms; 
Around his Neck throws her laſcivious Arms ; 
And on his Lips imprints the melting Kiſs, 
(The faral Earneſt of miſtaken Bliſs:) 
Then, eager, claſps him in a ſoft Embrace, 
And thus accoſts him with a Whoriſh Face. 


** T have prepar'd a coſtly Treat, my Dear! 
„The Table flows with Wine and gen'rous Fare. 
* To ſeek thy Face, I from my Lodgings move, 
And how my Spirits leap to find my Love? 
Come, come, my Banquet with thy Preſence grace, 
And all the Night in Mirth and Muſic paſs. 
** Thericheſt Furniture adorns my Bed, 
And fineſt Sheets are ſpread beneath my Head. 
All round the Walls the curious Carvings ſtand, 
* Wrought by the niceſt Art of an Egyptian Hand, 
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Ihe Silken Carpet from che Perſian Loom, 


% And Spicy Treaſures from Arabia come, _. 

* And with their breathing Gums perfume my Room. 
My Husband too is opportunely gone, 

* Th' obliging Fool has left me all alone: 

* Tedions the Path, and diſtant is the Way, 

And various Bus'neſs will prolong his Stay: 
No ſwift Return ſhall eber ſurprize our Love, 
And make the promis'd Bliſs abortive prove. 


Theſe are the Arts, by which the Fil: aſſalls; 
Her Eyes ſollicit, and her Tongue prevails: 

The Magic enters, and the Vouth's betray d, 

And in ſoft Fetters to Deſtruction led. < 

Like as th' impriſon'd Fool, that fears no Pain, 
Loves the dark Dungeon, and will hug his Chain; 
Hoping, thoſe Irons which his Feet embrace, 

Are Signs of Ornament, and not Diſgrace. 

Or, as the ſtupid Oxe, with Garlands crown'd, 
Toſſes his Head, and proudly paws the Ground; 
Not thinking that thoſe gawdy Fooleries 

Are but the Prelude to his Sacrifice. | | 
So the brisk Spark, whom Heat and Paſſion move, 
Purſues the Chaſe o'er all the Plains of Love, 
Proud of the Conqueſt, till th envenom'd Dart 
Pierces his Breaſt, and lodges in his Heart. 
Then, like a flutt ring Bird, enſnar'd he lies, 

And to deſtructive Luft a Victim dies. 


No hearken unto me, ye chat are young, 

And weigh the wiſe Inſtructions of my Tongue. 

Be nor ſeduc'd by wanton 3 

Nor liſten to th* enchanting Harlot's Voice. 

Her killing Eyes, like Baflichs, do wound, 

And ev'ry Glance throws the ſtrong Hero down. 

Nor War, nor Famine, with their dire Alarms 

Can boaſt ſuch Conqueſt as her faral Arms. 

Her Gloomy Houſe leads to the Shades beneath, 

And ev'ry Room's the horrid Vault of Death; 

Where Poverty, Remorſe, and Anguiſh dwell, 

Our Plagues on Earth, and Puniſhments in Hell. 
. 
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HYMN I. 


me on, ſays the Epicure, let us enjoy the good things that 
are preſent, and let us ſpeedily uſe the. Creatures likg as in 

Pouth. W iſd. 2. 6.) 9 5 
Let us eat the Lambs out of the Fleck, and the Calves out of 
the midſt of the Stall. (Amos 6. 4.) | 

Let us chant to the Sound of the Piol, and invent to our 
ſelves Inſtruments of Muſick, like David. (V. 5.) 

Let us fill our ſelves with coſtly Wine, and let no Flower of the 
Spring paſs by us. (Wiſd. 2. 7.) = e 

Let us crown our ſelves with Roſe-buds before they be wither- 
ed, and — our Heads with the chief Ointments. (V. 8. A- 
mos 6. 6. | 

Let every one have his fill of Pleaſure, and. none go without 
his part of Voluptuouſneſs. (Wild. 2. 9.) 4 

Let us leave tokens of our Foyfulneſs in every place: For thi 
is our Portion, and our Lot is this. (V. 9.) : 

But, my Son, prove thy Soul in thy Life, and ſee what is evil 
for it, and give not that unto it. (Ecclus. 27. 37.) 

For all things are not profitable for all Men; neither hath e- 
very Soul Plecire in every thing. (V. 28.) | | 

If thou giveſt thy Soul the Deſires that pleaſe ber, ſhe will 


nale thee a Laughing. ſtock to thine Enemies that maligu thee. 


(Ch. 18. 31.) | 

Go not therefore after thy Luſts; but refrain thy ſelf from 
thine Appetites. (V. 30.) | 

Take no pleaſure in much good Cheer, neither be ticd to the 
Expence thereof. (V. 32.) | 

Be not inſatiable in any dainty thing, nor too greedy upon 
Meats. (Ch. 37. 29.) 

For Exceſs of Meats bringeth Sickneſs, and Surfeiting wil 
turn into Choler, (V. 30.) | 

By Surfeiting have many periſhed ; but he that taketh beed, 
Prolongeth Life. (V. 31.) 
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HYMN II. 


Raw hither, ye Sons of the Sorcereſs, the Seed of the Adul. 

terer, and the Whore. (la. 57. 3.) 

Againſt whom do ye ſport your ſelves ? W whom make ye 

6 wide Mouth, and draw out the Tongue? (V. 4.) 

(1618) Je not Children of Tranſgr rem and Seed of Falſhood ? 
id. | 


Inflaming your ſelves with Idols under every green Tree, and 
proſtituting your ſelves to many Lovers. (V. 5.) 

How ſhall I pardon thee for this, ſaith the Lord > Thy Chil. 
dren bave forſaken me, and ſworn by them that are no Gods, 


er. 5. 7. 

When T had fed them to the full, they then committed Adul. 
NY” * aſſembled themſelves by Troops in the Harlots Houſes, 

7. 
They are as fed Horſes in the Morning, every one neighing af- 
ter his Neighbour's Wife. (V. 8.) | 

Shall I not viſit for theſe things? Shall not my Soul be aven- 
ged on ſuch a Nation as this is? (V. 9.) | 

Be not deceived ; neither Fornicators, nor Adulterers, nor ef- 
feminate, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of God. (1 Cor.6.3,10.) 

Put away therefore your Whoredoms out of your ſight, and 
your Adulteries from between your Breaſts. (Hoſea 2. 2.) 


Make a Covenant with your Eyes: For why ſhould you lock 


upon a Maid? (Job 31. 1.) 
For if your Heart hath been deceived by a Woman ; or if you 
have laid wait at your Neighbour's Door ; (V. 9.) 
— This it an heinous Crime; yea, it is an Iniquity to be puniſh- 
ed by the Judges. (V. 11.) 
It is a Fire that conſumeth to Deſtruction, and which will root 
pt all your Increaſe. (V. 12.) ci 


PRATER 
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DE 

Almighty God, give me Grace, that I may caſt away 
the Works of Darkneſs, and pur upon me 

the Armour of Lighr, now in the time of this SR — i 

mortal Life; that in the laſt Day, when our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come again in his glorious Majeſty 

to judge both the Quick and the Dead, I may riſe to Life 


Immortal, thro' him who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Ghoſt, now and ever, Amen, ; KI 


PRAYER II. 


Þ Nable me, O God, by the. Help of thy Spirit, to en · 
counter with the Temptations and Flatteries of Sin, 
and to ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made me 


free. Keep me allo from all ſuch Provocations, as may 


diſcover the Infirmiries of my Nature, and lead me to a 
Breach of my Duty: And ler no unruly. Paſſions diſturb 
the Tranquilliry of my Breaſt, nor any of the cunning 
Artifices and Stratagems of Satan foment the Differences 
between God and my Soul: And this, O Lord, I the morg 
earneſtly ask of thee, becauſe I am not able of my ſelf t 

help my ſelf ; but muſt entirely rely upon the Supports o 


| thy Grace, and the Merits of my Redeemer. Amen. 
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CHAP. Iv. 
Of BEAU TT. 
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S AL 39. 11. 


Thou makeſt bis Beauty to conſume away. 
MEDITATION. 

OME, my Soul! Let us enter into private Reaſon 
ings, and calmly debate the Point about the intrin- 
fic Value of thoſe things which fill thee with ſuch 

ay and aſpiring Thoughts. If thou waſt only blown up 

with a Senfs of thy. own Perfections, there might be ſome 
tolerable Excuſe for thy Pride; becauſe #beſe are the 

Tranſcripts of the Divine Nature, and Proofs of thy Origi- 

nal and Deſcent from God: But to ſtrut and ſwell upon 

the ſcore of any thing that accrues to thee by thy Union 
with the Body, 1s a Di ce to thy Native Worth, and too 
mean a Condeſcenſion. for a Being of thy Rank and Qua. 

liry. For why ſhould a Spirit pride it ſelf for being im- 

mers d in Fleſh; or an immortal Subſtance glory for its 

unhappy Conjunction with Rottenneſs and Corruption? 

This Body is no better than thy Cage and Confinement; 

and whilſt thou art admiring the Beauties of Fleſh and 

Blood, thou ſeemeſt to be in love with the Charms of thy 

Priſon, and to glory in the moſt abject State of Thraldom 

and Slavery. The fineſt and moſt exquiſite Beauty in the 

World was compos'd of the ſame Materials with the moſt 

horrid and ghaſtly Piece of Deformity ; and the Hands of 

Time will throw them both into the common Maſs of Mat- 

ter again, andallow no Diſtinction or Pre-eminence in the 

| Grave. 
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Grave. All that curious Embroidery of Nerves and Veins, 
that Shape and Figure, that Symmetry and Proportion of 
Parts, which are 538 admir'd and exroll'd by all, are 
no Fence againſt Old Age and Diſtempers, no E f 
againſt the inevitable Laws of Mortality. For Beauty has 
her Down-fitring as well as her Up-rifing, and after her ſe- 
veral Changes and Revolutions, muſt come to her final 
Period. Nay, it is well if ſhe be nor arreſted in the midſt 
of her Courſe, and forc'd off the * before ſhe has half 
acted her Part on it. For how often do we ſee a fine bla- 
zing and celebrated Thing array d in the moſt ſumpruous 
Apparel, and ſer off with all the Charms of Art and Na- 
ture, whoſe Glory is rarniſh'd in the midſt of her Pride, 
and whoſe Beauty is immediately ſinitten, and . 12 2185 
like Herod, eaten up of Worms *, even whilſt ſne 
is lording it upon a Throne, and receiving the noiſome Ac- 
clamations and fulſom Addreſſes of her Admirers. 
Conſider this, O ye haughty Daugbrers of Zion, who walk 
with ſtreteh d forth Necks and wanton Eyes, min- 1 If. . 1 
cing as you go, and making 4 Tinkling with nr 
Feet . Confider your immoderate Profuſeneſs and Prodi- 
gality in Ear- rings and Bracelets, in Fewels and 
changeable Suits of Apparel : And in fine, con- 
ſider how it ſhall come to paſs, that inſtead of a ſweet 
Smell, there ſhall be a Stink ; inſtead of ſer- ay. 6 
Hair, Baldneſß, and Burning inſtead of Beam. 
' Theſe are Conſiderations, O my Soul! which are e- 
nough to morrifie thy Pride, and make thee a ſlight 
Value upon all the Charms and Endowments of a Beauri. 
ful Body. Thou hadſt much better adorn thy Inward 
Parts with the Vertues and Graces of Religion, and furniſh 
thy Cloſer with Treatiſes of Devotion, than fill it with all the 
coſtly Spices of Arabia: Thou hadſt much better have ir 
breathing out the Incence of Praiſe and Thanksgiving, (the 
only Odour of a fweet-ſmelling Savour, which is acceptable ta 
God,) than to entertain the Senſes with the Pleaſantneſs of 
Perfumes, or raiſe the Admiration of thy Viſitants with 
thoſe expenſive Toys which Ching and Japan ſupply thy 
Pride and Vanity with, 


+V. 19, 20. 
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Nn e 


OW are the Golden Hours of Morning ſpent, 
In rawdry Dreſs and wanton Ornament? 
This mouldring Frame, this putrid Lump of Clay, 
Done both our Treaſure and our Time employ : 
er all our Coſt, yer all our Rich Perfumes 


Can only cook a naſty Treat for Worms. 


Ah, Short-liv'd Beauty! Ev'ry Malady, 

And ev'ry thwarted Paſſion ruine thee, 
Anger and Rage prove hurrful to the Fair; 
Wrinkle her Brows, and diſcompoſe her Air, g 
And ſobbing Grief will end in wan Deſpair. 
Ev'n abject Fear with killing Pains is mixt, 
(Fear, the ſtrong Paſſion of the weaker Sex :) 
Pein fondeſt Love; repuls d by cold Diſdain, 

rings meager Sickneſs, with her ghaſtly Train. 


When Philis rouch'd the Lute, or Myra ſung, 
Around the Nymphs th” aſtoniſh'd Lovers throng : 
Bur now, nor Phils moves the artful Strings, 
Nor the hoarle Accents pleaſe, when Myra fings. 


Corinna's Charms each raviſh'd Eye confeſs d, 
Bur when the Tyrant Fealouſie poſſeſs d | 
The glowing Breaſt of the diſtruſtful Maid, 

Her Viſage hung, and all her Charms decay'd, 


O curſt * Diſeaſe! How fatal doſt thou prove 
To Chloe's Beauty, and to Strephon's Love ? 
How doſt thou rifle thoſe endearing Charms? 
Which brought the cringing Vouth to Celia's Arms? 


— 


® The Small Pox, 


— 
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How doſt thou make the frantic Mother cry; 

To ſee her tender Daughter's Bloom decay ? 

With what ſtrange Fears thou filft the Husband's Head 8 
(Thou curſed Terror to the Nuprial Bed!) 2 
And cool'ſt his Love, when on his deareſt Spouſe, 


Th' imprinted Footſteps of thy Wrath he views. 


Since therefore Charms ſo ſuddenly decay; 
And envious Sickneſs bears our Bloom away; 
Why ſhould the ſtale and antiquated Laſs 
Repair the Breaches of her barrer'd Face? 
Why ſhou'd ſhe, by a ſtrange Coſmetic Art, 
Colour and Life ro hagger'd Charms one '4 
Why ſhould the Paint, like Soil, ſo thick be laid | 
On the deep Furrows which old Time has made ? 
Can Paint a ſecond Crop of Beauty bring? 
AS Winter is ſucceeded by the Springs 
Or the young Phenix is begor by Flame 
From the ſweet Aſhes of his aged Dame? 

Beauty! Thou may'ſt a while triumphant reizn; 
Bur Timè and Years will introduce thy Wain : 
oper Features and thy Killing Eyes, 

i 


ch boaſt ſuch Charms, have won ſuch Victories 9 8 | 


Into their hollow Orbits muſt retire, | 
And none their ſetting Glory will admire.” 
That graceful Motion, and that ſprightly Air, 
Which rais'd Dorinda's Name amongſt the Fair, 
Grow ſtiff with Age, and ſhe's enpos d by all; 
Awkard at Court, and Clomſie at the Ball. 
Ten thouſand Ills do ev'ry Part invade, 
The Lilies ficken, and the Roſes fade. 
Pallor and Wanneſs ſeize upon that Face 
Where the bright Queen of Love had fix'd her Place! 
Henceforth the ſprightly Youths appear no more 
To dance Attendance at her bolted Door: 
Nor ſhall one whining Sigh, one mournful Pray'r, 
Proceed from any Lover in Deſpair. ; 
The Goddeſs ſhall no more be thought Divine, 

Nor Honours paid to her forſaken Shrine, ; 
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Hr N N J. 
Wes 7 beter bib put on lin par and makes 
his Appearance in Clothing of mwrougbs A (Pal. 45 
eb this that comerh ene efumed wich 1 h and Fre 
9 _ 
Shall not this 
not dye even wi 


O, ceaſe ye acl — mboſe 
wherein 5s he to be accavuted of ; (Iſa. 2. ch 

Did not he that made the Rich, male the. Poar alſo; and dil 
not one Hand faſhios them boch in the Womb (Job 31. 25.) 

Oh ! Exalt not thy ſelf, 9 tho fal, and ring Diſhonow 
upon thy Ford. (Eeclus 1. 30.) 

For tho then ſheu!dſt — lo 47 like an Eagle, and fee ty 
Neſt among the Scars; (Obad. 1. 

Tho' ehen clotheft ty ſelf 3 ee and. deckeſt thee | 
with Ornaments of Cold: (Jer. 4. | 

Tet the Pride of Mine Heart 1 deceive choc, * the 
— of 5 E ey eat be br rought dam 20 the Ground, 

1. 3 15 

And when thog. art / what wilt tha do ? Wha will « 
dore t dy Beauty in Puclenfien 2 (Jer. 3. 50. 
In vain ſhalt thou male th ſelf 2 and adorn thy Face 
with Painting. V 30.) © | 

For Love ſhall be turned i into Hatred: & Th very Leo ſpell 
. thee, een Life. (V. 30. 
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Onour is deceitful, and Beauty is (yaim : Tea, Beauty wil 

deceive the E , and Luſt will pervert the Heart. Er. 31. 
30. Suſan. 56.) | 

For this reaſon keep thee our 1 the Ha of 2 


ſhun the Temprayion which may be rao. hard for 
thou laſe thine Inheritance, (Ecclus. 9. 
thee te yield: With 
Uſe not much the Company of « Woman that 
id, that thou fell = hich 
are precious in 21 ＋ tis w 8 _— f 
Turn away thine Eyes from a beautiful Woman, and 4 ws 
eheremich Love is kindled 62-4 Fire, (Ibid.) - 
Wine, (V. 9.) 


cence. 
Meet not wich an Harlot, leſt thou fall 5 98 ber 8 2 
For with ber r — 
the Pluzter of her Lips ſe forceth e, (Pr. 7 31) 
15-8 Singer, leſt 
thou be taken with her Attempts. (Ecclus. 9. 4.) 
Gaze not on 
Look not round about thee in the Streets of the City, _—_ 
wander thou in the ſolitary Place thereof. (V. 3.) 
ee Beauty, (V. 8.) 
Fox many baue barn deceived by the Beauty of 4 — Fer 
Sit not at all with another Man's, Wife, nor fot down with 
her in thine Arms ; and ſpend not thy * With ber as the 
Leſt thine Heart incline unto her, and 6 thro' Defire 1 
falleſt into * (Ibid.) 


PRAYER 
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O Holy and Eternal God, who haſt commanded thy Ser: 
AL .yants to adorn themſelves in modeſt Apparel with Shame. 
acedneſs and Sobriety, and not with broidered Hair, or Gold, « 
Pearls, or coſtly Array; Grant me Power to follow thy divine 
| — ; and to be more zealous in beaurifying the 


dden'Manof the Heart, in the Ornaments of a meek, and quiet 
Spirit, than in preparing wanton and laſcivious Dreſſes fa 
a frail and mortal Body. Amen. 


O Lord, the Father and God of my Life; Give me not a proil 
Look; but turn from thy Servant always an haughty Mind 
Let me not undervalue my Brother for any Blemiſh or De. 
formity, or magnifie my ſelf upon any pretended 'Endoy: 
ments of Soul or Body: Bur let my Lips praiſe thy Hoh 
Name for whar I have receiv'd ; and let me endeavour by 
a meek Deportment to qualiſie and * my {elf for thy 
Eternal Favours, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen, 
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T loath Life, I would not live alway : Let me alone ; far my 
3-4 * Days are Vanity. 14 


1 
| ' 


MEDITATION. 


JOULD we attain unto. True Life, there is nothing 

- __ which can be more defirable, and worthy the En- 
joyment of a Rational Soul: But the Round of 
Eating and Drinking, of Breathing and Sleeping, comes 
no more under the real Notion of Living, than Darkneſs 
can be compar'd to Light, or Hell to Heaven. That 
« which we call Life, ought in propri ety of Speech to be 
* term'd Death: For real Life does not commence till 
after the Diſſolution of Soul and Body: For then the 
„Spiritual Part, being releas'd from the Bondage of Fleſh 
and Blood, has the Liberty to return to her native Coun- 
* wrey, and to {port her ſelf in che Regions of Eternity . 
This is a ſurprizing Change indeed, and a 28 * 
dition of Life, in compariſon to any thing which this mor- 
tal State can r us with. For what is our 
Breath, but a little Air ſuck d into our Lungs, and pum- 
* ped out again? What is this Carcaſs which we carry a- 
„ bout, and take ſo much care to preſerve > Why! No- 
thing büt a little paultry Blood and Bones; a piece of 
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Net · work wrought up with a Company of Nerves, Veins 
„ and Arteries, rwiſted together *. The Shape of it indeed, 
is ſomewhar curious, and the Fabric ſhews the Skill of 
the Divine Architect: Bur the Compoſition is ſo finely 
wrought, as to make it capable of Pain as well as Pleaſure, 

and to ſubject ir ro a ſpeedy Diffolution. | 
Were it to be ſuppos'd, that this Bulk of Humanity could 
be plac d our of the reach of Danger, and be freed from 
the Incurſions of Sickneſſes and Diſaſters, there might be 
ſomething pleaded in behalf of Life: But the Miſeries of 
this preſent State, and chat Scene of Unhappineſs which i 
always opening upon us, muſt make every conſiderate Per. 
1 Ecclef. 4 2. ſon praiſe the Dead which are already dead, ma 
than tie Living which are yet alive f. How ter. 


rible ſoever Death may ſeemrs the Brutiſh and Luxurious i 


Part of Mankind, who can look no further than their Co 
or their Kztchin, and know no other Happineſs than a 
plentiful Meal, or a chearful Glaſs ; yer to Perſons of 
deeper Thought, and more refin'd Speculation, it appears 
the greateſt Providence in Nature: It is the With of 
« ſome, the Relief of many, and the End of all. It ſer 
„the Slave at Liberty, and carries the” baniſh'd Mu 
% home ; rakes away all popular Diſtinctions, and pla. 


ces all Mortals upon the Level: It is an Introduction w 


lappineſs, and Life it ſelf is a Puniſhment without it 
„When I ſee Tyrants, Tortures, Violences, the Proſpect 


4 'of: Death is a Conſolation to me, and che only Remedy 


Lr other People ſet as great a Value as they pleaſe upon 
this World, and conſine their Happineſs to external Bleſ- 
„Elclef 21. fings'3; Let them build Houſes, and plant then. 
5 ,** ſelves Vinezards;'' Let them gather up Silver and 
Matt. 18.21. Gold, and cry out, "tis good for us to be 
here * ; yet for my own part, I muſt ingenuouſly - confels, 
that neither the Pleaſantneſs of my. Habirarion, nor the 
Richneſs of my Furniture, can work upon my Thoughts, 
or captivare my Affections. I am quite weary with the 
ON d Wen du Of 9383 66 . 
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againſt che Injuries of Life. 
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Noiſe and Fatigue of Living ; and cannot forbear expreſ- 
ſing my Reſentment and Deteſtation at the Affronts and Iu- 
civilities I have receiv'd in this World. I have a Deſire, 
with St. Paul, to depart, and be with Chriſt, which . phil. 1. Ky 
is far better v. I could wiſh that God would - 
forgive my Sins, and pur a Period to my Yeats;  feal my 
Pardon, and receive me into his Kingdom: Bur yer alas! 
alas! How long muſt I linger our my Days in an ill-natur'd 
and rroubleſome World? How long muſt I be confin'd ro 
this Prifon of Fleſh and Blood, and be a melancholy Spe- 
ctator of the Sins and Follies of Mankind? My poor Soul 
is weak and faint, hurry'd and roſs'd about with anxious 
and diſtracting Thoughts, and quite fatigu'd and ſurfeited 
with Earthly Enjoyments. Nortiing on this fide the Grave 
can divert her, nothing ſhorr of Eternity ſarisſie her. Her 
Deſires are boundleſs, and her Expectarions'imparient, and 
ſhe ſighs and ſobs for Order of a Removal, | 

As for the beſt Accommodations of this World, your 
ſrately Palaces and rich Furniture, your -pleaſing--Grorto's 
and refreſhing Streams, they have nothing in them which 
is really ſolid and permanent; nothing which may ſtand in 
competition with che more Seraphte Entertainments of 
Paradiſe. 

What Madneſs is it therefore for me, to ſettle my Affecti- 
ons upon Earth, when I have ſo many gtaciaus Invitations to 
Heaven? What Madneſs, — the Garlick and 0. 
nions, the Fleſh-Pots and Slavery of Ægypt, when I am haſt- 
ning thro' a barren Wilderneſs to a better Countrey, and am 
preſenred by Faith with ſuch a Noble Proſpect of the Pro- 
mis d Land? S N 01 8 Ae | 

There is nothing can encourage my Stay in this World, 
nothing can move me to requeſt of God to are me a lit- 
tle, before I go hence, and be no more ſeen ; but only the 
Hopes of adjuſting my Accounts, and ſerting my Houſe in 
better Order. If my Conſcience could but ſurvey my laſt 
Actions with Aſſurance and Delight, and pronounce the 
Well done good and faithful Servant upon me, I would careſs 
the grim Meſſenger, and rejoice. to deparr in Peace. For 
how paſſionately does my Soul deſire to be admitted to the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, and to be join'd to the 

hoir of Saints and Angels? How ardently does ſhe long 
to ſit down with the Captain of her Salvation, and to be 
| | 1. 2 | liſted 
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py amongſt the Noble and Triumph ant Army ef Mar- 


re ? 

Vet all this! s ask'd, O God, in profound Submiſſion 
to thy Divine Will. If 1 deſire an Happineſs 00 great to 
be conferr'd upon me, thy Wil, O Heavenly Father, and not 
mine, be done. If I am not yet prepar'd for this bleſſed 
Change, keep me longer under Diſcip line, and train me 
up to greater Perfection in this State of Trial and Probati- 
on: if thon, O Lord, who often makeſt lirtle Things 
*Plal 8. 2. the inſtruments of thy Glory, and out of 155 

Months of Babes and Sucklings baſt ordained 

Praiſe v, , canſt think ſuch an inconſiderable Creature as 1 

am, to be any ways ſeryiceable to thy Church; O+! then 

conſime me longer to this World, and make me inſtrumen- 

ral towards the Promotion of other Mens, and ba Com- 
pletion of my own Salvation. 


POEM 
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T*. * of Life is fd by rigid Fare, 

And Troops of Pangs ar'ev'ry Paſſage wait. 

Man, like an | Efrelang, rhro* his Journey goes, ' =: £51 
Repeating with each Step his num'rous Woes,” 7 BIS c 
In hopes the Ev'ning will his Labours cloſe. 

Bur reſtleſs Nights — anxious Days ſucceed, 

And growing ths ſtill freſh Ditafters breed. 


Such is che State, in which I now complain, 
Doom d to live on, but doom'd: to live in Pain. 
Th' Almighty Arm prepares the Fatal Dart, 
New-ſtrings his Bow, and levels at my Heart. 
In vain my well. knit Limbs their Strength oppoſe; 
The og m thro _ = Marrow does; 
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Drinks up my Blood, and on my Vitals preys, 
And polis nous Pains to ev ry Part conveys. 


When ſmiling Day ſhould harmleſs Mirth invite, 
I curſe the Day, and bleſs the coming Night : | 


But when my Bed renews my wonted Pain, 


I curſe the Night, and wiſh for Day again. 

Thus I, in reſtleſs Thoughts my Vigour ſpend ; 

And what will cure my Grief, my Life muſt end. 

Tis only Death can bring the kind Releaſe; 

And give my Body Reſt, and crown my Soul with Peace. 
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O can ſay that I have made 4 Covenens with: Death ? 
and with Hell am I at Agreement? (Iſa. 28. 15. 

Who tan ſay, I have delivered my Soul ee Doath, and kept 
my Feet from the Grave ? (V. 15.) 

One dieth in his full ſtrength, being wholly at caſe and A 
(Job 21. 23.) - 

His Breaſts are full of Milk, and his Bones 1 wofened 
with Marrow. (V. 24.) 

And another dieth in the Bitterneſs of his Soul, and never 
eateth with Pleaſure. (V. 25.) 

Bur he that liveth longeſt, has no reaſon to boaſt of che 
Multitude of his Years, or the Comforts of his Life. 

For the Days of his Pilgrimage are few and evil ; and he can- 
— attain unto the Years of . Life *. his Father, (Gen. 47. 
6 

What is his Strengeh, that he ſhould hope ? What i ii bis End, 
'that he ſhould” prolong bis Life »' (Job'6: 11.) . | 

When. Death is at the fartheſt diſtance, his Approach will ; 


be ſudden, and his Stroke ſure. 


For the rime will come, when . of the Houſe ſhall 


tremble, and the ſtrong Men ; ſhall bow themſelves; (Kccl. 12.3.) 


And the Grinders ceaſe, becauſe they are few, and . that 
bol out of the Windows be N . 3. 
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Then ſhall the Duſt return to the Earth as it was, and the 
Spirit ſhall return to God who gave it. (V. 7.) = my? e 
Man ſhall go down to * rent, and ſhall come up no more. = 


(Job 7. 9. 
He ſhall retur 1 no more. to bis Houſe eilen ſhall bis Place % 


know him any more, (V. 10. 0.7 
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my God. (Pf. 31. 16.) & 

My time is in thy band; "lr me from = 2 of m mine 
Enemies, and from them chat perſecute me, (V. 17.) 

Shew thy Servant the Light of thy Countenance, and ſave me 
for thy Mercies ſake. (V. 18.) 

Let thy Loving- kindneſs follow. me all the Days of my Life, 
and 1 will dwell in the Houſe of the Lord for ever. (Pl. 23.6.) 
- The Sorrow ef Death 72 me, a nd the Over flowings of 
Ungodlineſs put me into diſtreſs. (Pl. 18. 3.) 

The Pains of Hell came about me ; the $ nares of -Dowrh over- 


a Hope hath been in thee, O Lord; Tb have Ter thou art 


took, me. (V. 4 
In my Trouble I will call upon the Lord, and complain unto 
my God. (V. 5.) 


I will call = the Lord,. which it worth to be praiſed ; fo 4 
ſhall T be ſafe from mine Enemies; (V.2.) 5 
Tra, tho” I walk thro" the Valley of the. Shadow. of Death, I f. 
will fear no evil: For thou art with me, thy, Rod and thy Staff F 
comfort me. (P. 23. 4.) 
The Lord is my Light and, my Salvation ; ts ſhall I 5 


fear 2? The Lord is the $ trength of my Life; of whom then ſhall : 
Ile ait? (Fl. 27. 1), . 


Tio” an Ht of Men were laid-ugainſt. ma, ver . x 
Heart be diſmayed ; and tho po roſe up War againſt me, yet 0 
will I put my truſt in him. (V. 
For what are Terrors to a Chriſtian Fortirude >, What are 
corporal Dangers to a well grounded Conſcience? 
The Candidates of mmortality ſurmount Difficulties; 
and Faith aud Hepe ſubſut upon Reverſions. 
O Death! Mere is thy Sting: O Grave! pere is thy Vi- 


Foy? (1 Cor. 15. 55.) 18 


- + 


Ch. V. Of. 451 
Thanks be to God, who hath deſtroyed our laſt Enemy, and giv- 
en us the ny arb our e Talis . (V. . 27. J 
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OPRATER 1. 


O Almighty-God, the Author of -Life and-Death; he haf 
ordained that Man which is born of a Woman, ſhall have 
but a ſhort time to live, and. full of Mifery ; Grant, I beſeech 
thee, that I may paſs the Days of Y. ſojourning here with 
Fear, and undergo thy Troubles of this mortal Life with 
Patience. Teach me how frail and uncertain Fifitar. Sick, 
my Condition is, and ſo to number my Days, 

that I may ſeriauſſy apply my Hen to that holy and hea- 
venly Wiſdom whilſt I live here, which may in the End 
bring me to Life eyerlafting, thro' the Merits of Ad hid 
tine only Len. Dy: -Lord ang. SATIOur: Amen. 7 


* 
1 227 A. 


"PRATER II. e 


Almighty God, with whom 4s live the Spiri of them 

that depart hence i in the, Lord, and with whom. the 
Souls of the Faithful, after; they, are deliver'd_ - Bur Dead. - 
from the Burden. of the Fleſh, are in Joy, and 5 
Felicity 3-1 beſeech thee. that it may pleaſe. thee of thy 

gracious. Goodneſs ſhortly to. accompliſh Number of 
thine Elect, and to haſten thy Kingdom; that I with all 
thoſe that are departed in che true Faith of thy holy Name, 
may have my perfect Conſummation and Bliſs, both in Bo- 
dy and Soul, in thy eternal and e Glory, of ry > Jer 


ſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen, Ahh at s 
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Of LEARNING. 
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HERE is nothing that my Soul can rake a proper 
| Delight and Satisfaction in, but Books and Society; 
4 becauſe theſe Two alone are agreeable to a Ratio- 
nal Creature; whereas all other things are but Enterrain- 
* ments for the Body, and enticing Objects for my corrupt 
Luſts and Paſſions, A Deſire after Knowledge is inter. 
woven with the very Nature of my Soul ; and it is hard for 
me to reſtrain thoſe eager Flights and Sallies which ſhe is 
always making towards the Diſcovery of New Worlds, 
and hidden Mines of Learning. Men in all Ages have 
made a great Noiſe about the Circuits of Years, and the Po 
4 1 Jitions of the Stars; the Natures of Living Crea. 
10 % Fares, and the Furies of wild Beaſts; the Violenct 
5 „% Winds, the Reaſonings of Men; the Diverfitic 
of Plants, and the Virtues of Roots *. Bur theſe Virruoſoes 
are fo far from proſelyting me to their Party, chat they hard | 
den me in doubting, and go the readieſt way to confirm me 
in Natural Scepticiſm. | 
We have heard ſo much of Certitude and Demonſtration 
of late, that we begin to heſitate about Firſt Principles, and 
are almoſt ar a loſs for common Sence. The Variery of 
Diſputes in the Learned World, and the contradictory Aﬀer- 
tions which your Boaſters of Reaſon maintain, make me => 
AXE CA | e, 
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clude; that the Ways of Nature are ſtill intricare and my- 
ſerious, and chat a Deſire after Knowledge is . 4 1 ff 
a ſore Travel which God hath given the Sons of Men 
to be exerciſed with *, ** Nothing can be more unhappy; 
than the Curioſity of that Perſon; who ranges every 
« where, and digs into the for a Diſcovery > who's 
<«. wonderfully buſie ro force a (Paſſage'inro other Peoples 
% Thoughts, and to dive into their Boſom; bur does 
* nor conſider that his own Mind is large enough for En- 
% quiry and Entertainment, and that the Care and Improve- 
ment of ' himſelf will afford him fufficienar Buſineſs” . 
Some Men are fond of the Reputation of being Au- 
thors, and: are proud of 'appearing frequently in Print. 
They are for broaching New Doctrine, and ſetting forth 
ſtrange Things; for appearing as Dictators to their Bre- 
thren, and venting their crude Notions upon every trifling 
Subject and Occaſion. But ſuch Perſons (one would think) 
ſhould be as troubleſome to themſelves, as chey are imper- 
tinent to others; arid as much diſturb the Serenity of cheit 
owt Minds, as they do the Good of the Public, and the 
Peace of Society. For in making many - Books 4 Eccl, lauf. 
there 5s tio, End, anti mch Study is Wearineſs to 
the FleſhÞ. In much Wiſdom is much Grief; and IC. 1. 18. 
he that entreaſeth Kntowledpe, encreaſeth Sorrom l. 1 
Intenſeneſs of Thought is a perpetual Fatigue and Harraſs 
to the Soul; and the Health is impair' d, and the Conſti- 
tution ruin'd by che Mid- night and laborious Exerciſes of 
the Brain. Pallor and Wanneſs ſeize upon the Comple- 
5 Parts 4 65 benumn'd, and the Edge of 
the Underſtanding turn'd, perperually beating ir ſelf 
upon hard and —— Problems. The more 1 lady, the 
more I diſcover my own Ignorance; and the Blindneſs 
of my Underſtanding incapacitates me from followin 
Truth thro' all her Doublings and 'Turnings , thro! 
her abſtruſe Receſſes and perplex'd Meanders, The grea- 
reſt part of the Philoſophy in the World is but a more 
delightful Romance; and notwithſtanding its pretended 
Principles of Certainty and Demonſtration, its Deductions 
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MEDITATION. - 


| HERE is nothing that my Soul can rake a proper 
Delight and Satisfaction in, but Books and Society; 
becauſe theſe Two alone are agreeable to a Ratio. 
nal Creature; whereas all other things are but Entertain. 
ments for the Bod), and enticing Objects for my corrupt 
Luſts and Paſſions. A Deſire after Knowledge is inter. 
woven with the very Nature of my Soul; and it is hard for 
me to reſtrain pore eget Flights and Sallies which ſhe is 
always making towards the Diſcovery of New Worlds, 
and hidden Mines of Learning. Men in all Ages have 
made a great Noiſe about the Circuits of Tears, and the Po- 
wit ſitions of the Stars; the Natures of Living Cres. 
apa 7-' ures, and the Furies of wild Beaſts; the Violence 
f Winds, the Reaſonings of Men; the Diverſitici 
of Plants, and the Virtues of Roots *. Bur theſe' Virruoſoes 
are fo far from proſelyting me to their Party, chat they hard- 
den me in doubting, and go the readieft way to confirm me 
in Natural Scepticiſm. | 
We have heard ſo much of Certitude and Demonſtration 
of late, that we begin to heſitate about Firſt Principles, and 
are almoſt at a loſs for common Sence. The Variety of 
| Diſpures in the Learned World, and the contradictory Aſſer- 
tions which your Boaſters of Reaſon maintain, make = — 
l . e, 


1 1 
* x 


Py a SB rm, aA Mm @oO n= oa cmnociimc , cc. 


— 


. P 7 V 


6 ' OY vow WD 


clude; chat the Ways of Nature are ftill intricate and my- 
ſerious, and that a Deſire after Knowledge is . 4 1 ff 
a ſore Travel which God hath given the Sons of Men 

to be exerciſed with *, ** Nothing can be more 2 68 
« than the Curiofiry of that Perſon, who ranges every 
« where, and digs into the Earth for a Diſcovery; who fg 
„ wonderfully buſie to force a Paſſage into other Peoples 
% Thoughts, and to dive into their Boſom; but does 
not conſider that his own Mind is large enough for En. 
« quiry and Entertainment, and that the Care and Improve- 
« menr of ' himſelf will afford him ſufficient Buſineſs” f. 
Some Men are fond of the Reputation of being Au- 
thors, and are proud of appearing frequently in Print. 
They are for broaching New Do&rines, and ſetting forth 
ſtrange Things; for appearing as Dictators to their Bre- 
thren, and venting their crude Notions upon every trifling 
Subject and Occaſion. But ſuch Perſons (one would think) 
ſhould be as troubleſome to themſelves, as they are imper- 
tinent to others; arid as much diſturb the Serenity of rheit 
own Minds, as they do the Good of the Public, and che 
Peace of Society. For in making many Books , Ecel Kit 
there is no End, anti much Study is Wearineſs to "Ut 
the Fleſh+. In much Wiſdom is much Grief; and | ©. _ 16. 
he that euerraſeth Knowledge, encreaſeth Sorrow Il. 
Intenſeneſs of Thought is a perpetual Fatigue and Harraſs 
to the Soul; and the Health is impair d, and the Conſti- 
tution ruin'd by the Mid- night and laborious Exerciſes of 
the Brain. Pallor and Wanneſs ſeize upon the Comple- 
xion, the Natural Parts are benumn'd, and the Edge of 
the Underſtanding rurn'd, by perperually beating it ſelf 
upon hard and intricate Problems. The more I ſtudy, the 
more I diſcover my own Ignorance; and the Blindneſs 
of my Underſtanding incapacitares me from followi 
Truth thro' all her Doublings and Turnings, thro? 
her abſtruſe Receſſes and perplex d Meanders, The grea- 
reſt part of rhe Philoſophy in the World is but a more 
delightful Romance; and norwithſtanding its prerended 
Principles of Certainty and Demonſtration, its Deductions 
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are full of Falſhood and Obſcuriry. For hardly do we puef; 
„Wild 16 right at things that are upon Earth, and with 
bs ur do we find the things that are before Us 3 
but the things that are in Heaven, who hath ſearched out * 
The more Notions a Man hath treaſur'd up in his Mind, 
the more dark and irregular are his Sentiments. For it 
oftentimes fares with the Intellect as it does with the Eye, 
where a Multiplicity of Objects is apt to diſtract and con. 
found it. Error borrows the Dreſs of Truth; and the 
Counterfeit appears ſo much like the Original, that Men 
of _ greateſt Sagaciry have not always diſtinguiſh'd then 
aſunder. 9 40 din Jo dnot 1833 | 
lam reſolx'd therefore, not to depend too much upon fic. 
my own Wiſdom, nor to diſquier my ſelf about rhe Know. . 
ledge of rhoſe things which can neither profit nor- edifie 
me. I am reſolv'd ro keep within my proper Sphere, and 
not to pry into Matters which are either above my Capaci. 
ty, or have no Concern or Relation to me. Why ſhould ] 
Aike a curious Achitophel, dive into the Intrigues and My. 
ſteries of State, buſie my Head about the Manage. 
ment and Contrivances of my Superiours > Why ſhould ! 
fill the Exchange and the Coffee-Honſe with my Politick Me 
and make an unſeaſonable Out: cry about rhe Inte. 
reſt of Chriſtendom, and the Balance of Europe? It is iſ 
not for Perſons of my Station and Capacity, to ſettle tbe 
ndance of one Nation upon another; to determine 
the Diſadvantage which ſuch a Prince may reap from the 
Incurſion of his Neighbours, or the [Breach of a. Treaty, 
and how the fraudulent and under-hand Practices of ano- 
ther Potentate foment the Difference, that he may play his 
Game the more ſucceſsfully in the Scufle. I know, that 
States and Kingdoms are under the particular Government 
of God, and that my Foreſight and Sagaciry can't ſound the 
Depth of his Wiſdom, and find out the intricare Method of 
rf. 139.5. his Dealings with the Sons of Men. Such Know: 
ATA, ledge is too wonderful and excellent for me, I cannot 
attein unto it f. If I am inquiſitive into the Ways of Na- 
ture and Providence, and wade into the controverted Point 
of Divine Preſcience and Abſolute Decrees, I may fatigue my 
Body, but never better and improve. my Underſtanding: 
And for this Reaſon, O my Soul! Turn the Bent of thy 


Studies another way, and try whether thou canſt . 
5 wile 
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iſe in a higher Capacity. Thou ſeemeſt to have a falſe 
Notion of Learning, whilſt thou placeſt it only in the 
Knowledge of Words and Things ; in a dextrous Manage- 
ent of Buſineſs, or a deep Inſight into Public Affairs. The 
moſt perfect Miſdom conſiſts in the Fear of the , Job as, 28 
Lord, and the trueſt Underſtanding, in de mm | f 
rom Evil *, All the ſubtil Niceres of rhe S:hools, and the 
pompous Learning of the Synagogue ; the Itch of Diſpura- - 
ion, and the Knack of Dae ere me no- 
hing at all, if they don't make me a hetter Man or a better 
hriſtian. Where is the Wiſe? N here is the Scribe? Where 
the Diſputer of this World-? What did all their elaborare 
Schemes of Knowledge, and curious Searches into the hid- 
den Parts of Philoſophy fignifie, but to ſtop their Ears againſt 
e Evidence of Truth, and harden their Hearts againft 
e Convictions of Chriſtianity 2 7“ 
I am reſolv'd therefore, ro employ the Reſidue of my 
ime in higher Contemplations, and to ſtudy Life more 
han Notion : And in order thereto, I will-peruſe the Gappel- 
Deconomy, and confider the Terms of my Admiſſton into 
he New Covenant; and will endeavour. to get ſuch an Un- 
derſtanding of the perfect Law God, as may influence my 
Practice, and reform my Manners. The Bible ſhall be my 
Library, Devotion my Exerciſe; and I will meaſure the 
Product of my Study by my Growth in Grace; and rate 
e Improvement of my Knowledge by my Zeal far che 
odhead, and my Faith in the Tri nir. 
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0 l $ Court we al addref our ir Shit; = k 

And each conceited Fool wou'd _ Repure. m 2 
The noifie Stateſmam and the N 04,5351) 
Enroll their Names amongſt the of Wit. 1 
The Porters ſmutty Language, and the Groom ss, (.; 
And the ſad! Paar which from Grub. frter comes, 
Lay in their” Claim, and wou'd have ſome Pretence 
T umpoſe t their nauſeous Kibakiy for Sence. 1 


** T. 8 Yourh forſakes His Native Soll, 

And ſcorns the Ruſtic Plainneſsof out Iſfme 
To diſtant Parts the flutt'ring Beau reſores, s, ö 
And ſhapes his Manners by polices Court: 
Where coſtly Robes ada his Loins'are hung, 

And ſmoother r Aceęnts v An on his Ton gue. | 


Thus hay? ſeen old Aliens turdy Son 
To Pars and Verſailles for Faſhions run; 
And Britiſh Vertue, in a gentle Trance, 
Enfeebled by the Modiſh Arts of France. 


Others prerend to rove from Shore ro Shore, 
T' import their Bullion from the Grecian Oar : 
As if Old Rome and Athens muſt poſſeſs 
The Stately Dame which — . Fools careſs; 
And the laborious Student be confin'd, 
By a long Pilgrimage to tire his Mind, g 
And pay Devotion to the Lady's Shrine. 


1, Learning is nice and coy, and won't unfold 
Her naked Boſom to each am'rous Fool. 
Like other Beauties, ſhe may Vor'ries have, 
And like them too, ſhe makes each Fop her Slave. 
Her Secrets ſhe reſerves, and will beſtow 
Diſtinctive Favours but on very few. She 


u vi. 


She hates th' Ambition of pretending Fools; 
and the rude Jargon of Pedantic Schools: 
Nor can the tort'ring of plain Words endure, 
o make the Obvious Sence the more obſcure. 


' Of Learning." \ 


To Learning's Temple we miſtake the Way, 
and fanſie we are right, when we go moſt aftray; 
re ſtudy Trifles, and we wou'd be wiſe 
By odd Grimace, and ſtarch d Formalities: 
Still Novelty appears in Antic Dreſs, _ 

Ind glitt ring Scenes th aſtoniſh'd Eyes cares; 
ind Falacies upon the Judgment paſs.” 


What, can I ne'er be wiſe, unleſs my Mind, 
o ſearching mouldy Records be conſindꝰ 
Muſt I ſtill pore on blind Antiquity, , _ 

and ſpend my golden Days in hopes to ſee 


he ſhatrer'd Remnants of an Aged Mord, 
Thich rav'nous Time has to Confuſion hurl? d 


Why ſhould I foul my Hands with Learned Run? 
Thy to Arabia's barren Deſarts truſt, . 
And fift my 
W hy ſhou'd I ſearch ſecluded Nature's Laws, 
And tell the Ligbhening 
Why ſhould I Rains and Storms to Order bind, * 
And fix th' unruly Circuit of the Minds 
Why chaſe the ſtreaming Comet thro? the Air, 
And by Effects judge what the Cauſes are d 
Why muſt tir'd Thought thro' Heav'nly Bodies run; 
And view th* unequal Journies of the Son 


Gold out from Rabinic Duſt ? 5 
Sand rhe Thunder DN 


Why ſhew the Reaſons how the pod fre 
Does with revolving Moons {well ſubüde? 


I can't with Eaſe theſe Learned Arts obtain; 
But th' everlaſting Paths of Bliſs are plain, 


? 
And "I" Knowledge may be got without Ae 
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Here ſhall agen be fund and where "OY Place of Us 
derſtanding ? (Job 28. 12.) 
Man — not the Price thereof, neither i it ” be fo 
of the Land of the Living. (V. 2 1 f 
The _ ſaith, it 15 not in me, and the Sea faith, it ix ma 
with me. (V. 14.) 
Bur notwithſtandi nk all this prnivhce of 8 then 
1 a Wiſdom which is glorious ; a Wi dons which never feth, 7 
fadeth away. (Wiſd. 6: 12.) 
Tea, ſhe is eaſily ſeen of them " that love 1 and found 
ſuch as ſeek; ber. (Tbid:) 
She preventeth them that are ber, in making ber ſelf fi 
; unto them. (V. 13.) 
C Whoſo ſeeketh her 991 ſhall deen ws great mel. For k 
ſhall find her fitting at bis Doors. (V. 14.) 
Now this Wiſdom is the Fear of the — and rodepire fu 
Evil is this Underſtanding. (Job 28.28.) 
Happy is the Man that findeth her: Happy is onal one the i 
retaineth her. (Pf. 3. 13, 18 ) © | 
For the Merchandice of it is better than the Merchandice f il 
Silver, and the Gain thereof than fine Gold. (V. 14). 
The Topaz of Ethiopia cannot equal it, and its Value for 
paſſes Coral and Saphire. (Job 28. 17, 18, 19.) | 
She is more precious than Rubies 5 and all. the things thou 
canſt deſire, are not to be compared unto ber. (Pr. 3. 15.) 
She is preferable to Scepters and Thrones, and Silver ſhalt be 
counted as Clay before her. (Wild. 7: 8,9.) | 
\ Length of Days -#-in'her right Hand; ond bs her left 
Hand, Riches and Honour. (Pr. 3. 16.) 
Her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all hos Paths are 
Peace. (V. 17. 
She is a Tree ef Life to them that lay hold upon her, and « 
 Treafure unto Men that never . (V. 18. Wiſd. 7. 14.) 


N Y 4 4 4 Her 
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| Her Labours are Vertues ; and thoſe that uſe — 2 the 
Friends of God. (C. 8.7. C. 4. 140 te 


uu 11. 


75 Fa Hedre go boo for ines this PWarld 2 thinkgft 
hou to comprehend the Wy of db, dt High ? (a Bar 


| * Thy Undetanding” is baffled | in the Chaſe of Nature 3 
and how thou grapple with the Erernal Mindꝰ· 

Go thy way, weigh me the Weight of the Fire, or meaſure. me 
2 Blaſt of the Wind, or call me again the Day that is paſt, 

5-) 

Tell me how great Dwellings a are in the midſt of the Sea, or | 
how many Springs are in the Beginning of the Deep? (V. 7.) 

How many Springs are above the Wer and which art 
the Qut-goings of Paradiſe? (V. 7.) Tue. os 

- Peradventure thou wilt ſay, what Menic able todo that, that 
hoy ſpouldeſt an fuch things of me? (V. 6.) 

T-never went down'into the Deep, nor 6s yet into Hell, neither 
did I ever climb up into Heaven. (V. 8.) 

Then be nor aſſuming and opinionative, nor wiſe in chins 
own Concert, (Prov. 26. 5.)' 

Exerciſe not thy ſelf in great Matters which are too high 
thee ; and let not thy Mind be curious in unneceſſary t 2 
(Pf. 131. 2. 2 Eſdr. 4. 23.) 

Refrain thy Soul, A keeps it low, like as a Child that is wea 
ned from his Mother. (Pl. 131. 2.) 

Ler — Thoughts be modeſt, and thy Enquiries few ; thy 
Studies uſeful, — thy Books inſtructive. 

Bear down the Preſumprion of Carnal Knowledge, and. 
employ thy Mind upon Eternal Truth. 


PRAYER 


wo . dau m 0 


T 


PRATE 
Moſt Powerful and onder he who deſtroyeſt the 
Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and bri 16 noohing be Under. 


of the Prudent ; Be pleaſed to wean my Thoughts 
from vain Philoſophy, and the Oppoſition of Science, Falſh þ 
caltsd; and inſpire — with Wiſdom from above; 
and direct all my Studies to the Promotion of chy Service 
and the 8 of wy own * Amen. | 


W. 


——— 


PRATER u. 


Bier Lend, who haſt cauſed all Holy Seriptures to be 
n for our Learning; Grant that I may conſcien- 

= employ my time in the Study and Peri 
_ in flo them; and in ſuch wiſe — read, 

dr ams leavn, and in . them, that by 
Patience and Comfort of thy Holy Word, 1 may embrace 
and ever hold faſt rhe Bleſſed Hope. of Everlaſting Life, 
which thou haſt you me in * Saviour Jeſus Chrit 
Amen. 


. * * 
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= BOOK Iv. 


0 the Misfortunes and Sufferings of this pres 
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HAN 1 
Of the Vanity of the World. 
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ECCLES. 1. 14. 
— Al is Vanity and Vexation of Spirit: 


MEDITATION. 


Have now ſuffered my Thoughts to 0 the Uni: 
verſe, and to run thro the whole Circle of Earthly En- 
joyments: I have carry'd my Enquiry thro' the — 

cipal * of Human Cots = taken a full * 
« 0 
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of whatever wears the Character of Delight and Plex 
ſure, of Profit and Honour; and I am ſo far from fin 
ing Ar * and Satisfaction in any of them, whid 
the Libertine propoſes to himſelf, chat I ſhould abuſe m 
Experience” and degrade my Reaſon, if J did not pm. 
nounce them all Empty and Superficial Trifles. I have ſen 
T have ſeen to my Coſt, the Sweat and Toil which attend 
the grand Achievements and Enterprizes of this World; 
and been Witneſs to the Fatigue and Sorrow which wit 
upon every Condition of Human Life. I haveiranſacki 
the Treaſures of Learning, and the Perfections of Beau 
and perus d the ſubtil Schemes which poor reſtleſs Ma 
are continually laying, and the incredible Difficulties au 
Hazardsthẽꝝ daily under go, in climbing to ſuch a Piu 
of Honour, or gaining ſuch an advantageous Poſt in t 
Goyernment. I have made the moſt — —— 
could of things, and fairly laid all Earthly Enjoymieis 
pl 62.9. into rhe Balance, and find them to be of no re! 
L and intrinfic Eftimarion,/but-4ighter in the Scar ip: 
than Vanity. it ſelf . Their Conſtancy is like the Winl 
and their Duration as a Sound ; their Pleaſure is Remork 
and the very Act of Fruition, Shame and Confuſim « 
Face. , 
And-now, What is there in this World to engage anc: 
captivate my Affections? What Conveniencies and 40 
commodations upon Earth, that I ſhould ſo pafſionarely log 
for a Settlement and Continuance here? Upon whatever ||! 
caſt my Eyes, the Proſpect is melancholy; and up. 
on whatever I employ my Thoughts, the Reflections 22 
unpleaſant. I am entertain'd with little beſides Sin and 
Diſgrace; the Spectacles of Horror, or the Objects d 
Mitery. Some things move my Pity, and others my Aver. 
fion ; ſome things my Charity, and others my Cenſure. 
In ſhort, all the World ſeems to be at vatiance with Hap 
pineſs, and to be let looſe upon the unfortunate Sons df 
Men. Every Being is in a ſecret Conſpiracy, or an open 
Rebellion againſt me, and the whole . 540 would in- 


trude upon my beloved Eaſe, and ruffle that calm and le 
date Temper, which I ought to poſſeſs my Soul in. When 
Ibehold this Man's Villany and Oppreſſion, and that Man's 
Blaſphemy and Prophaneneſs, I am fir'd with a Deteſtation 
and Reſentment of their Actions, and cannot forbear e- 

ſpouſing 
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ſpouſing tlie Intereſt of my Religlon, and vinditating the 

onourof my injurꝭd God. When I ſee another's Misfor- 
tune and Calamity, and hear the Afflicted roaring in the 
Diſquietude and Bitterneſs of his Soul, I am ſenſibly touch d 
wic his Grievances, and do in ſome meaſure undergo the 
Pains with affect him. The ſorrowful Sighing of the Priſon- 
ers is always ſounding in my Ears: The Prayers of the Poor 
and Needy pierce thro*' my compaſſionate Bowels ; and the 
Outcries of the Oppreſi'd and Pexſecuted provoke my Rage, 
and demand my Aſſiſtance. | 

Now, are not theſe Diſcouragements enough, O my Soul! 
in the Purſuit of an Earthly Happineſs? Are not theſe ſuf- 


Wficienr Provocatiens to paſs a juſt Cenſure upon the World, 
and comprize all the Glories thereof under the Character 
of Vanity and Vexation of Spirit? 


What, tho* I ſhould have a Plenty and Affluence of all 
Earthly Things, and the Enjoyment of this World even to 
Redundance and Superffuity? Some croſs Accident till 
puts a Damp upon my Spirits, in the very. height of my 
Jollity, and turns all my promis'd Mirth into Sorrow 

eavineſs. . 5 | 
What tho' I, ſhould. have Sumptuous Fare, and Soft 
Lodgings; Change of Raiment, and a Number of Atten- 
dants; Variety of Meats, and Plenty of Wines; and 
vhatſoever mine Eye can ſee, or my Palate crave, ſhonid not 


e wiebolden from me 2 If my Blood be fir'd with a Feaver, 


or my Mind over- ſpread with diſmal and gloomy Thoughts, 


WW: is impoſſible chat I ſhould rake any ſatisfaction either in 
y Company, or my Table; either in my Dreſs, or my 
Retinue. As long, O my Soul! as there is any thing from 
Vichout, or within, that affects thee ; any thing from thy 


elf or another, that gives thee Diſturbance ; thou may'ſt 
rumble and roſs from fide to fide, and yer thy weary'd 
Limbs continue Strangers to Reſt. For it is not the Po- 
„ ſture of the Body, or the Compoſure of the Bed, that 
will give any Quiet to an uneaſie Mind: But if thy Paſ- 
1 ſions are ſeditious, and thy Defires inordinate ; that is 

enough to keep thee waking without any other Tumult “.“ 
Thou may'ſ ſhift the Scene, and change the Air, and yet 


* — — —— — _——————_—————— 
Seneca. 
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the ſame Humours and Diſpoſitions will attend thee ; the 
ſame diſagreeable and melancholy Proſpect preſent it ſelf 


to thine Eyes. | 


Le KKK 


* 


Part of the Firſt Chapter of Ecclesrasrtas tranſlated 


from Verſe 3. to Verſe 12. 


Orrow and Grief, Laborious Man ſuſtains ; 
Yer where's the Profir of his Toil and Pains? 
For Human Bliſs is on the Ebb and Flow, 
And Chance and Fortune govern all below. 
"Tis true, the Earth, fix d on her Baſis, ſtands, 
And feels no Shocks from Time's deſtructive Hands: 
But her Inhabitants. are mortal all, | 
And as they riſe by turns, by turns they fall. 
Nor Houſe, nor Land the Owner's Life defends, 
Ripe for the Grave the Hoary Sire deſcends: 
His Heir ſucceeds in Honour and Eſtate, 
Plumes it a while, and then ſubmits to Fate. 


The riſing Sun firſt gilds the Op' ning Eaſt, 
And drives his Chariot to the diſtant Weſt: 
He viſits ev'ry Day the Azure Skies, 5 
And then revolves at Night from whence he firſt did riſe. 


The ratling Winds to Southern Climates tend; 
Scour o'er the Plain, and the tall Mountains rend 3 
Then whirl their Circuit to the Northern Coaſt, 
And bluſter in the ſniv'ring Realms of Froſt. 


The Rivers in the Ocean vent their Store; 
Yer ſtill the greedy Ocean ſtorms for more; 
Till reſtleſs Streams forſake the foaming Deep, 
And to their ancient Homes by ſecret Caverns creep. 


* Suck 
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Such is the Courſe of Things inanimate - | | 
Thus fickle Nature loves to circulate, 5 
And Man reſembles ber unſettled er 

In hopes of Nov elry, the Fancy tries 
To change the Scene, and courts Varieties. 
Yer nothing new thro” the wide Globe is found, 
But the old Tract, and one Eternal Round; | 
The Climate's ſtill the ſame, and Sorrows Kill abound. 


As ſoon may Objects cloy the greed Sight, 
Nor pleaſing Sounds the liſt'ning Ear delight; 
As Tongue or Language can our Woes expreſs, 
Lighten their Load, or make their Numbers leſs. 


What ancient Hiſtories preſent to View, 
By ſad Diſaſters we experience true: 
The Wheel turns round, and Miſeries ariſes 
The Blanks are ſtill the — and no Man hits 1 Prixe, 


ref — — 


N r M N 9 | 
Said i in mine Heart, Go to now, 1 wil prove hep with Mirth; 
therefore en Pleaſure.) (Eccl. 2. 1.) 

I ſought in mine Heart to give my ſelf unto Wine, and with 

held not my Soul from any Foy. (V. 2, 10.) 

I — me . Works, I cel me Houſes, and planted 
I fry me Gardens and Orchards and planted Trees in them 

of all kinds of Fruits. (V. 5.) 

I made me Pools of Water, to water therewith the. Wood that 

bringeth forth Trees. (V. 6.) 

I got me Servants. and Maidens, and had large Poſſeſſions of 

great and ſmall Cattel. (V. 7.) 

I gathered me alſo Silver and Cold, and. the peculiar Treafire 
of Kings and of the Provinces. (V. 8.) | 


M 3 


/ 
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I gat me Men en and Women. ſingers, and invented to 
my ſelf Inſtruments of Muſick, like David: (Am. 6. 5.)  * 

Then locked I on all the Works that my Hands bad wrought, 
and on the Labour that T.had-laboured to do; (Eccl. 2. 11.) 

And behold, all was Vanity and Vexation of > ng and there 
was no Profit under the Sun. (Ibid.) 5 

All my Days are Sorrows, and my Travel Grief ; 3 2ea, my Heart 
kerb not Raſt'in the: Niphe. (V.23.) © 

For as the Wind paſſeth over the Graſs, and it is gone, and 

the Place thereof ſhall know. it no more: (Pf. 10g. 16.) 

So Man cometh forth like a Flower, and is cut down : He 2 

eth alſo as a A e rr not. (Job DI ny 


HYM wy 11. 


ELL me, O chew, i Sal my 2 — e hal 10. 
to be like hee 5-7 
Tel me, O thou, ubm my Sout loveth, ther dt: Ido wo 
attain unto thy Ha pineſs ? 
- am doom. dro Frouble 3 in this Valley of Tears, and born 
ory as the Sparks fly upwards, (Job 5.7.) - «| 
| * ſhould utterly haue fainted, but that I verily believed to ſee 
the 1 — of the Lord i in the Lande 4 775 mY Living. (Pſal. 1). 
15 
O God of my Fathers, Fa.” Lord of 1 wy haſt made 4 
thing by' thy Mrd; (Wild. 9. 1.) | 
Give me Wiſdon: _ brit by thy Throve ; . and rej m 
not from a thy Children. (V. 4.) 
„ane — ey = 'the Son 1 thine Hendmaid, amo fee 
on, 174 of. 4 time. ( 5 
IT my ſelf am a mortal Man like - all, 24 cr 
him uit was firſt made of. the-Earth. (C. 7. 1.) 
And the Thoughts of mortal Men are Halle, and our De- 
wices art but uncertain (C. . 14. © 
For tho" a Man be never ſo perfect 3 "Cbildren of 
Men; Jet — not "with * he. ſnd: be nothing 


arded. 
| By — * out of thy _ Heavens ond from the Throne of 
#hy Glory. (V. 10.) _ 


That 


] 
a 
0 
a 
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That being preſent, ſhe may labour with me, that T may know 
what 4s 1 1 ; f 
For ſhe-knoweth- and underſtandeth al things ; ; and ſhe val 
ON me 1 in my Doings, Tay r me in ber Power. 

11 H * 


. 
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101 

O God the protector of all — truſt in chee, withour 

whom nothing i is ſtrong, nathing is holy; 
Increaſe and _ iply upon me thy Mercy, that Otel for gt 
thou being my Ruler and Guide, I may ſo paſs 
thro' things Temporal, that I finally loſe nor the things E- 
ternal. Grant this, O Heavenly Father, for yawn: Ci 
lake, my Lord. Amen, | 


£1 
- 

N * 
— wo 


7 R 4 7 E * 11, : 2 ne 


109 Ibeſeech thee to a mie Grace to withilind 

the — — of the World, the Fleſh; 180 Sanur 
and the Devil, and with a pure Heart and Mind Trin. 
to follow thee, the = God, chro Tr Chriſt my _— | 
amen. | 
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CHAP. II. 


Of the Troubles of the World: 


J 
I the World ye ſball have Tribulation, — 


MEDITATION 


Know that I am not plac'd upon Earth for the Gratifi- 
cation of my Senſual Appetite, or the Enjoyment of 
Temporal Felicity: But the Deſign of my ſojourning 
here, is, to inure me to preſent Miſery, in order to quali- 
fie me for Eternal Happineſs. | 
When I confider the Treatment which my innocent Sa. 
viour met with in the World, I can't think that thoſe who 
eſpouſe his Doctrine, and are embark'd in the ſame Deſign 
— Souls, ſhould have much better Uſage from a 
I perverſe and untoward Generation of Men. For the 
— 7% Diſciple is not above his Maſter, nor the Servant 4 
r Ea bove his Lord. And if they have called the Maſter 
of the Houſe Beelzebub, how much more ſhall they call them of 
bis Houſhold * > For what Concord can there be between 
Chriſt and Belial ; or what Friendſhip can an Infidel expreſs to 
a Believer 2 Heaven and Earth will always be at variance, 
and reſtleſs Vice will ſtir up her Emiſſaries towards the 
Proſecution of Vertue. A true Zeal for God will make a 
good Man Odious ro ſome of his Brethren ; and the Ad- 
vancement of the Glory of the King of Heaven will lower 
his Intereſt with Earthly Potentares. i 
But what is all this to a Soul, who ſhould act upon 
. Chriſtian Principles? To a Soul, who ſhould boldly con- 


temn the Frowns of the Mighty, and triumph over the 
| Maſſacres 
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My Religion teaches me, that the Path ro Heaven is thro” 
4 Sea of Blood; and the Way to Reign, is gladly to dye with 
Chriſt. The Crown of Thorns is preparative to that of Glory 
and every. Perſon who would be a Member of the Church 
Triumphant, muſt fignalize his Courage in the Service of the 
Church Militant. ; ; 

I know, that outward Splendor and temporal Proſperity 
are no ways eſſential ro a Christian and tho' Soft Rayment 


and Beds of Ivory are fir Entertainments for Kings Houſes, 


and ſer forth the Glory and Effeminacy of a Court; yet tis 
Sackcloth and Aſhes, coarſe Diet and hard Lodgings; 
which muſt recommend a Penitent to che Acceptance 
his God. : 0 | 
What, tho'; my Circumſtances in this World are very 
deplorable z- and with reſpect ro Temporal Enjoyments, 
T am of all Men, the moſt miſerable ? Yer as long as I can 
partake of the Satisfaction of an undiſturb'd Mind, and 
receive the Applauſes of a good Conſcience, I can- look 
with Pity and Scorn upon the Thriving Villanies of Syco- 
2 contemn rhofe baſe and cringing Artifices which 


are the firſt Steps ro Preferment. Tho I have been exer- © 


cis'd with Crofles and Diſappointments, I have little reafon 


ro complain, becauſe the Rich and the Noble, thoſe whoſe - 


Wealth is admir'd, and whoſe Stations are envy'd, have 
been ry'd down to the ſame Misfortunes with my ſelf. The 
hungry Courtier has been the Averſion of the People, and 
the Favourites of Princes have been facrific'd ro popular 
Reſentment. Thoſe, who have thought to raiſe Eſtates, and 
ennoble Families by the Miſ-management of a Public 
Truſt, have drawn the Envy and Curſes of their Countrey 
upon their Heads, and been forc'd to refund with the Ex- 
pence of their Lives, what they have gain'd by the Proſti⸗ 
rution of their Conſcien ces. _ 

Oh! Then let me never be deluded with vain Hopes; 
and carried away with Phantaſms and Trifles Poor Man 
u born to Trouble, as the Sparks fly upwards,. and is ſecure of 
nothing but Miſery, whilſt he abides in this World. Eve- 


ry Day is remarkable for ſome Diſaſter, and every Jens 


Maſſacres of Tyrants? What are the Perſecutions of this 
World, to a Perſon who is juſt ready to leave it? What are 
Afflictions to him, who is travelling into a Foreign Coun- 
troy, and has purchas'd a Reverſion in a better Kingdom? 
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of Human Life is imerlarded with Diſappointmentz- 
„is to no purpoſe to bewail any Part of our Days, 
« when Life ir (elf is miſerable throughout, and the whole 
« Flux of ir only a — of Tranſition from one N 


8 fortune to another 


4 
. : *1 ** 
. 


P O E M. 


N hat Confuſion does the infant come 7 
From the dark Manſions of th' unhappy Womb 5 x 
As if ſome Ghaſtly Objects did affright 
His tender Eyes, when they admit the Light; 
At firſt he utters Groans, and Tears, and _ 
{Sad Omens of enſuing Miſeries!) 


Next, Trouble with his Years doin grows, 91924 
As he chro- iddy Youth and Manhood goes, 
Repeating ſtill the lab ring Mother 's Throws. 


Then tremblin Age concludes the diſmal Scene, 
And ends in all dA nies of Pain. 

Vertue, with all her Charms, can't purchaſe Reſt, 
Nor harmleſs Innocence go reſt: 

Witneſs to this; my Saviour and my God, 

And all ye Saints, who fill the bleſt abode.” 
Witneſs, ye Martyr'd and Prophetic Band, 

Who round your ſuff ring Lord triumphant ſtand. - 


Say, Holy Confeſſors, y immortil Names, 
Who ſung your Anthems in the midſt of Flames. 
Say, , n Devotion led c 
T embrace a Stake before the NuptialBed ; 1 
And with extaric Deal, and chaſt Deſire 
T7 pole your: renter Limbs ro the OY Fire. 


8. . ; l 8 457 . 
oo 


Say, 
4 
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Say, Pious Souls, who now in Silence mourn 

Tbro! all. th) afflicted Realms of Chriſtendom :. . ELD 

Fe moſt unhappy Part of Human kinſg .. 

To Gloomy Mines and Lab'ring Oars confin'd : 

Ye, who the Sultan's, Tyrayny engage, 

Or the Moſt Chriſtian King's inhuman Rage : 

Ye, who are thruſt by cruel Deſtiny 

Under th Imperial Eagle's. bloody Sway: 

Ye, who in Iraly — your Doom, 1 1 
lingring Torments from uſurping Rome: 

2 by che Edict of her Elder B * 

Under the Spanife Inquiſition groan. 

Say, ſay, ye ſuff ring. Souls, (for ye beſt know,) 

Whar:barb'rous Treatment Mortals find. below, 

Say, how the beſt of Men are forc'd r' endure 

Some Devil's Malice, or ſome Tyrant's Pow, 


What Madneſs is it then for us to ſtrive 
Thro' endleſs Pains and Miſeries to live 2 . 
Why againſt Providence thou'd we repine, _ 
And ſtudy how to patch Life's broken Line? 
For ſince our Griefs ſo much exceed our Joys, 
Qur great Supports the Shortneſs of our Days. 


/ 
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HYMN 


HYMN 1. 


2 "_ and no Man PAPER) of Men, and the 
Out-caſt of the — (Pl. rn 

All they that ſee me, 1 me to rh They ſhoot out their 
Lips, and ſhake their Heads. (V. 7. | 

My Lovers and my Neighbours ſt; and looking upon * Trouble, 
and my Kinſmen' ſtand afar off. (Pl. 38. 11. — 

Mine Enemies live and are m 125 | they that bate me | 
wrongfully, are many in Number. ( | On 5:4 

They alſo that ſeek. after my Life, * 16 for me; N 
they that go about to do me evil, talk of Wi chedneſh, and ima 
gine Deceit all the Dey long. V. 3 

They are daily at hand to * me ese 3 and when 5 Foot 
Niips, they rejcice greatly again (PC. 56. 2. and 38. 16.) 

They hold all together,” 4 mk 2 75 claſe, and mark, 
my Steps, and. med my Words. (Pf. 58, 3, 6.) 

O Lord God, to whom Vengeance belungeth; thou God, to vhots 
Vengeance belongeth. (Pf. 94. 1.) | 

= = 955 ſhall the Ungodly 2 How long ſhall the Ungodly tri- 
umpb 2? 

How long file _— Doers ſpeak, ſo diſdainfully, and make 
ſuch proud Boaſting ? (V. 4.) 
A for me, Fas like a deaf Man, and as one that is dumb, 
who doth not open his Mouth. (Pl. 38. 13.) | 
In become euen as 4 Man that heareth not, and in whoſe 
Mouth are no Reproofs. (V. 14.) 


For in thee, O Lord, have I put my truſt; thou ſhalt anſwer 
for me, O Lord my Ged. (V. * * ſe . 


HYMN 
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1 hs 


HY art thou ſo full of Heavineſi, O my Soul > And why 
art thou ſo diſquieted within me? (Pf. 42. 6.) 
Deſpiſe not thou * Chaſtening of the Lord; neither be weg- 
Y of his Correction. (Prov. 3, 11.) | 
For if thou faint in the Day of Adverſity, thy Strength it 
ſmall. (Ch. 24. 10.) 
3 thy * upon the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain 
thee. (PC. 55. 22. | 
For the Lord is merciful, a ſtrong Hold in the Day of Troa- 
ble, and he knoweth them that truſt in him. (Nah. 1. 7.) 
Ie is good that a Man ſhould both hope, and quietly wait for 
the Salvation of the Lord. (2 Sam. 3. 26.) 
For. the Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the 
Soul that ſeeketh him. (V. 15.) 
Hearken unto me, ſaith the Lord, ye that know Righteouſneſi, 
the People in whoſe Heart is my Law. (Ifa. 51. 7.) 
Fear ye not the — of the Mighty, neither be ye afraid 
' of their Revilings. (Ibid ) I 
Who are ye, that ye ſhould be afraid of a Man that ſhall die, 
and of the Son of Man which ſhall be made as Graft? (V.12.) 
I, even I, am He that comforteth you : Far not, for I am 
with you : Be not diſmayed, for I am your God. (V. 12. C.41. 
10.) | 
At my appointed time, I will look on your A and 
prone rag: good for the Curſing of your Enemies. (2 Sam. 16. 
12. a "i ! 
I will ſtrengthen you; yea, I will help you ; yea, IT will up- 
bold you with the right Hand of my Righteouſneſs. (If. 41.10.) 
Behold, all they that were incenſed againſt thee, ſhall be aſha- 
med and confounded : They ſhall be as nothing ; and they that 
ſtrive with thee ſhall periſh. (V. 11.) bh 
Thou ſhalt ſeek, them, and ſhalt not find them, even them that 
contended with thee : They that war againſt thee, ſhall be as no- 
. thimg, and as a thing of nought. (V. 12.) 


PRAYER 
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O Almighty Lord, who haſt appointed this World more 
0 for a Trial of Patience, than a Reward of Vertue, and 
haſt by thy infinite Wiſdom ordained, that thoſe who will 
dive Godly in Chriſt Feſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſecution ; Look 
down, I beſeech thee, with an Eye of Piry and Compaſſion 
upon the afflicted State of thy Church; and gram to me, the 
unworthieſt Member of it, ſuch ſpiricual Refreſhments un- 
der all thy Viſitations, that I may bear the Affronts and Diſ- 
aſters of this World with Chearfulneſs and Submiſſion to 
the Divine Will, chro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


PRATER W. 
Gant, O Lord, that in all my Sufferings here upon 

Farch, for the Teſtimony of thy Truth, J may ſtedfaſt- 
S Steph. Day. M. look up to Heaven, and by Faith behold che 

. Glory chat ſhall be revealed; and being filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, may learn to love and bleſs my Per- 
ſecutors, by the Example of thy Firſt Saints and Martyrs, 
who prayed for their Murderers ro thee, O Bleſſed Jeſus, 
who ſtandeſt at the right Hand of God, to ſuccour all thoſe 


who ſuffer for thee, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen. | 
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nes a edit vale ile iN 
1 Bebold, thou haſt made my Days as an Hand. breadtb. : 


5 42 9 4 


MEDITATION. 
* 2 conſider e ＋ 2 die from the 
J Womb, or give up the Gbaſt when they. 9 
© come out of the Bell * when I ſee 3 
ſo many Infants cruſh'd in the very Cradle, and Millions 
going out of this World, before they well knew what ir 
was to have been in it; I have ſo little Foundation for 
Diſcontent, or Grounds to murmur at the Shortneſs of my 
own Life, that I-muft eſteem ir a particular Providence, 
that I have lived ſo long. | | 

Make a ſtand, O my Soul, and look about thee, and ſee 
how thy Acquaintance have qumted the Field before thee, 
and how few of thy Co-temporaries remain in the Land of 
the Living: And then tell me, why thou ſnould'ſt propoſe 
to draw. out thy Life to an unuſual Period, and be ſo fooliſh 
to build upon the uncertain Hopes of three or fourſcore Tears 
Continuance. | | 

Alas! I have no reaſon to flatrer my ſelf with the 
Thoughts of being ſo much the Favourite of Heaven, as to 
be fenc'd againſt the common Fate of Mankind, or exem- 
pred from the inevitable Laws of Mortality. I have no 
reaſon to think, thatthe Majority of the World ſhould make 
their Exit either in their Childhood or their Youth ; _ 
| | * 


. 
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that I ſhould be allow'd to keep the Stage, and act my Part, 
till Gray Hairs and Infirmities have ripen'd me for the 
Grave. I know, that in the midſt of Life I am in Death ; 
and tho' the State of my Health be active and vigorous, 
and my Years flow briskly along, without the viſible Inter- 
ruption of any Diſeaſe ; yet there are ſtill ſome Contri. 
vances and Machinarions againſt me. The Air that 1 
breathe, or the Climate where live, may be infectious or 
peſtilential, and the King of Terrors may; make his Approa- 
ches either by Sap or Battery againſt this little Fort of 
Life. Let it be which way it will, the Siege is ſtill vigo. 
rouſly carried on, and the Garriſon mult in time ſurrender : 
For there are ſo many By-Paths which lead down to the 
Chambers of Death, there are ſo many unſeen Accidents 


which may violently cur, tho they have not time . gradual-. 


ly to wear out the Thread of Life, that no Man can have 
any Dependence upon one Moment's Addition to his 
Days. We breathe by Permiſſion, and hold our Days by 
Courteſie. Our Meat has expreſs: Orders how to nouriſh 
aur frail Bodies, and our Drink 1s directed which way to 


Tupply our exhauſted Spirits. If the juſt Cravings of our 


Appetites are too much thwarted on the one hand, or the 
Courſe of Nature burden'd and over-charg'd on the other, 
there is danger of Overturning the Conſtitution, and ha- 
ſtening on the Diſſolution of the whole. This Earthly 
Frame is of ſuch a nice and delicate Contexture, and 
compos'd of ſuch a Variety of ay and Wheels, 
that did not ſome invifible Hand guide all its Motions, it 
would quickly be out of Order, and fall to pieces. If a 
Veſſel ſhould be broken, or the Paſſage of the Spirits ſtopt; 
if the Courſe of the Blood and Humours ſhould be inter- 
rupted, or their Journey too violently precipitated; how 
ſoon muſt the greateſt Conqueror be vanquiſhed, and the 
— Monarch in the World have his Honour laid in the 

aſt? It is not Birth or Power that can privilege a Man 


from the Grave; nor Bravery and Wiſdom that can cut off 


the Entail of Death. When we think that we have the 
faireſt Proſpect of living, we are generally the neareſt to 
Deſtruction: When we rake the greateſt Pains, we have 
the worſt Succeſs; and when we promiſe our ſelves the 


moſt, we enjoy the leaſt, 


Has 
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Has not the Heir ef a Family been taken upon a ſurprizey 
and the Hopes of a Kingdem ſnatch'd away in a Moment, 
and the poor Spectators been left to make this melancholy 
Reflection under their Loſs, That there is no «gy, 100 
truſt to be put in the Lives of Kings, nor any Con- 1 
fidence in Princes * 2 For they are compos'd of the ſame 
Principles of Corruption with their Subjects and Depen- 
dents: Their Territories and Dominions are but Grants 
limited for a time, by a ſuperiour Lord; and they muſt 
ſnortly leave the Inheritance and Poſſeſſion of them to they 
know not whom. wi 4 1 

Why therefore, ſhould. I be ſo much concern'd for th 
Shorrneſs of my poor deſpicable Life, when Crowns a 
Scepters are under an equal Danger? Why ſhonld F rhig 
my ſelf ſtrei ghtned in time, or injur'd in my Condition, 
when your Alexanders and Ceſars, your Scipio's and Pom- 
peys have undergone the lame Fate that I am threaren'd 
with 2 Ny weep ye for me, ye Daughters of ion; and why 
ſtand ye thus mournfully round my Bed, O my affectionart 
Friends and Relations? Would ye detain me longer i 
this World, ro prevent my Happineſs in another? Or do 
you think, that your Sighs and Tears can bribe my Execu+ 
tioner one Moment, or make my Departure ever the more 
eaſie and tolerable? 1 

The New Feruſalem, the Heavenly Canaan, muſt be the 
Place that we ſhould all aim at; and happy, thrice happy is 
he that finiſhes his Courſe 1a the ſhorteſt time: Happy is he 
that arriyeth-ſooneſt at his Journey's End, and takes up his 
Reſt in the peaceful Enjoyment of the Promis'd Land. 


-» 


i- Sac? POEM. 


4 Tranſlation of the Sentences us d in tbe Burial-Office 
of the Church of England, immediately before the In- 


terment of the Dead. 


Fail Mortal Man, of Mortal Woman born, 

1 Shall ſwiftly back to Mother Duſt return. 

He comes forth weeping from the ſtruggling Womb, 
And bears his Native Sorrows to his Tomb. | 


As haſty Flow'rs ſpring from the fruirful Ground, 
And are by Mowers Hands cut rudely down : 

Or, as the fleering Shades o'er Mountains paſs, 
And ſhift the nimble Scene from Place to Place : 
So. Time whirls round, and all things here below 
Turn'd by its rapid Wheel, confus'dly flow. 
Gay Life's encircl'd by the Arms of Death; 

Nor Youth, nor Beauty can ſecure her Breath. 

In ev'ry Draught we feel the nauſeous Taft, 
And ev'ry Groan's a Prelude to the laſt. 


Unhappy, Man! What Proſpect can'ſt thou have? 
What Contolation from the mournful Grave? 
Who can protect thee in theſe gloomy Times? 
Who, but that God, whoſe Juſtice hates thy Crimes? 


Vet, Mighty Goff! Vet, Everlaſting King! 
Reęard our Pray'r, and eaſe our Suffering. 
O Holy Saviour! O Propitious Lord ! 
Some Piry ro Departing Souls afford. 
With angry Juſtice let thy Merits plead, 
And Mercy tor the Sinner intercede. 
Thou know'ſt the Secrets of a troubl'd Heart, 
See'ſt thro our Thoughts, and can'ſt relieve our Smart. 


To 
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To Thee, to Thee, the weary Sufferers | 
Diſcloſe their Conſcience, and addreſs their Pray'rs: 
O Righteous Father! O indulgent Son! 

Accept our Suit, and hear our dying Moan. 

As thro' the Vale of Miſery we go, | 
Expecting now to cloſe the Scene of Woe, - 
Lerno uamanly Words our Fears MCI: * 

Nor. the grim Tyrant's Looks the Soul diſmay. 
Whatever Pains the Body may aſfall, 

O'er Faith and Reaſon ler no Pain prevail: 

Bur when ar laſt we quit our panting Breath, 
Secure th immortal Parr from endleſs Death. 


HYMN I. 


Mumme, O God, haſt thou brought me out of the Womb, 
and introduc'd me upon the Tragical Stage of this 
Tranſitory World ? (Job 10. 18.) 


For the Days of my Pilgrimage here ſhall be few; But my 
1 numerous; and the Birterms of my Soul inſupport- 
ao. ph S037 Yi SC 3; . 1 g ' 

The Number of my Months are with thee ; and thou haſt ap- 
pointed my Bound, which I cannot paſs. (C. 14.5. | 

E. are ſmifter thun 4 Poſt : They flee away, they ſee no 
good. (C. 9.25.) | $17 201500 40380} 

They are paſſed away as the ſwift Ships : As the Eagle haſteth 
to the Prey. (V. 26.) rs, 

Nay, the £agle may return to het home, when ſhe is ſati- 
ared with Carnage; and the Ships re-viſit the Ports from 
whence they ſailet. + 286 

But Time is an Ocean which is not twice to be naviga- 
ted; and the Voyage of Life will admit of no Return. 

There may be hope in a Tree, if it be cut down, that it will 
1 * again, and that the tender Branch thereof will not ceaſe. 

14.7.) nr G1 ü 
Ihe the Root thereof wax old in the Earth, and the Stock 
thereof die in the Ground; (V. 8.) ag when 
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1 
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Ter thro' the Scent of Water, it will bud, and bring forth 
Boughs like a Plant. (V. 9.) 

But Man dieth, and waſteth away ; yea, Man giveth up the 
Ghoſt, and where in he? (V. 10.) 

As the Waters fail from the Sea, and the Flood decayeth ang 
dryeth up: (V. 11.) 

So Man lyeth down, and riſeth not, till the Heavens be no 
_ They ſhall not awake , nor be raiſed out of their Sieep. 
(V. 12.) | 


HYMN II. 


HE Righteous that is dead; ſhall condemn the Ungodly 
which are living ; And Youth that is ſoon perfected, the 
many Tears and old Age of the VWurighteous. (Wild. 4. 16.) 
i For tho 6. N R ghreous be prevented with Death ; yet ſhall he 
e in Reſt. (V. J.) 

For honourable Age is not that which. ſtandedh in Length of 
time, nor what is meaſured by Number of Years. (V. 8.) 

But Wiſdom is the grey Hair unto m”- and au ne 
Life is Old Age. (V. 9.) 

He that is made perfect in a ſhort tine, Fu A eme: 
For the or payee of Nears ſhall be made up by the Ad _ 
Piety. (V.'13 

For his $ 0 ect the Lord ; therefore baftech be to . 
bim away from among the Wicked. (V. 14. 

O Lord, let me enjoy the Advantage of an early Piery, 
and * my Creator in rhe Days of my Toath. (Eeclel. 
12. 1 

So teach me to husband my time, tba: Imey b my Heart 
unto Wiſdom. (PI. 99. 12.) 5 

Lord, let me know my End, that I may be certified how long I 
have to live. (Pf. 39. 5.) | 

I am 4 Stranger with thee, and 4 Sojourner as all my Fathers 
were. (V. 14%) 

Mine Age is even 4s worhing. ia reſpect of thee 5 and eveiy 
Man living is altogether Vanity. (V. 6.) 

For Man walketh in a vain adow, and diſqu zererh e in 
vain : he heapeth up Riches, and cannot 4 wu ſhall gather 
them. (V. 7.) 


And 
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And now, Lord, what is my Hope? Truly my Hope is even in 


Thee. (V. 8.) 
Deliver me from all mine Offences, and make me not 4 Rebuke 
unto the Fooliſh. (V. 9.) _ | 


SB DIY LEV WOtkYY be kn wv { Fa 


PRATER IL. 
I Thank thee, O Lord, for the Years which thy bounteous 
Providence has already beſtow'd upon me : And if thou 
ſhalr be pleaſed to ſpare me any longer, before I go hence, and 
am no more ſeen, I beſeech thee, enable me ſo to husband 
the Reſidue of my Days, as may tend moſt effectually to 


the Honour and Service of thy Name, and the Salvation 
and Happineſs of my own Soul. Amen. | 


PRATER II. 


O Almighty God, who knoweſt my appointed time upon 
Earth, and may'ſt (if thou thinkeſt fir) require my 
Soul this very Night at my hands ; let the Uncertainty of 
my Death keep me upon my Guard, and haſten my Prepa- 
rations for Eternity: fo that m Lois being girded, and my 
burning, I may be adgitted with the Faithful to the 
bration of the Marriage if the Lamb of God. Amen. 


Cele 


N 3 CHAP: | 


CHAP. IV. 
Of the Uncertainty of Fortune. 


— 


PSAL. 75.7. 
Fe putteth down one, and ſetteth up another. 


MEDITATION. 


more properly repreſent to us under the Name 
of Providence. For fince the Redeemer of Man- 
kind has redtify'd and improv'd our Notions both of God 
and Religion, we are taught, that there is no ſuch: thing as 
Chance or Accident inthis World: But the minuteſt Paſſages 
fall under the Divine Cognizance ; and the moſt forruirous 
and caſual Events are the ſteady Reſult of infinite Wiſdom 
and Prudence. | | 
However, ſince the Ways of Providence are oftentimes 
out of our Sight, and the Reaſon of the Almighty's Acting 
does not come within the compaſs of our Knowledge ; 
we are led by Cuſtom to uſe the antiquared Terms of 
. Chance and Fortane, and not to keep up to a Religious 
Strictneſs, or Propriery of Speech, either in Civil or Di- 
vine Matters. Bur ſtill, great care is to be taken againſt 
che Impoſture of Words; and Chriſtians are to be cauti- 
ous not to blend the Goſpel with Paganiſm, nor to convey any 
Heatheniſh Notions under the Phraſes and Expreſſions of 
Heatheniſh Writers. | 


Wits the Heathens call'd Fortune, the Chriſtians 


Thou 


Ch. IV. The Uncertainty of Fortune. 183 


Thou ſeeſt, O my Soul, that there is a promiſcuous Di- 
ſtriburion of Good and Evil ; that all things ,,, 5. . 
come alike to all ; and that there is one Event to "os 
the Righteous and to the Wicked ; to the Good and the Clean, 
and to the Unclean *: Bur Religion and Reaſon will inform 
thee, that this Diſtribution is either by the expreſs Ap- 
pointment, or the tacit Permiſſion of a Supream Being; 
and that the Wiſdom and Beauty of Providence are even 
conſpicuous in the ſeeming Irregularities of Govern- 
ment. | 

* Whoever obſerves the World, and the Order of ir, 
* will find all the Motions in it to be only a Viciſſitude of 
Falling and Riſing, and that nothing can plead a juſt 
Title ro Reſt and Conſtancy. The Smiles of Fortune 
are uncertain, and her Gifts are precarious: There is no 
Dependence upon her Favours, nor ſhould there be any Re- 
ſentment at her Diſpleaſure. The Calm ceaſes, and the 
* Winds riſe; the Sea ſwells, and rages in a Moment; 
and the Ships are ſwallow'd up at Night, in the very 
* Place where they were ſporting in the Morning. The 
Merchant's Hopes are daſh'd upon the Rocks, and the Sai- 
lor's Life is ſacrificed to his Avarice ; and all this by what 
the World calls Chance, or an unexpected Turn of 14/ind 
and Weather. © 180 

Now, the Uſe I would make of theſe Obſervarions, is, 
not to buoy up my Mind with any Libertine and Athe- 
iſtical Notions, or to argue my ſelf into a Disbelief of the 
Divine Providence; but to ſhew, what little Dependence 
there is ta be had upon thoſe ſublunary Things, which God 
has been pleaſed to keep in a perperual Flux and Motion, 
and to diſtribute in ſuch unequal and diſproportionate 
Shares to the Sons of Men. 

Take a View, O my Soul, of the Principalities and Pow- 
ers, of the Empires and Kingdoms of this World ; and ſee 
what Changes and Revolutions, what Turns and Alterati- 
ons have happen'd in a few Years. How have the Rulers 
and Potentates of the Earth perſecuted and dethron d one 
another; and without asking Counſel of the Almighty, arbi- 
tarily diſpos d both of the Perſons and Territories of their 


1 


+ Se 
Seneca. N 4 | Negity 


184 The Devout Soul. Book IV. 
2 And then a ſurpriſing Turn of Providence 
: 


has brought Things into their right Courſe and Channel a. 
gain, and ſettled Government upon its ancient Baſis, and 
made the proud Intruders of this World know that they are 
but Men, and muſt act in ſubordination to a ſuperiour Pow. 
er. For the Maſt High ruleth in the Kingdoms of 
the Earth, and giveth them to whomſoever he will*, 
Whiſdem and Might are his, and he changeth the 
Times and the Seaſons : He removeth Kings, and 
etteth up Kings f. | 

Cities and Falaces have been mortal as well as Men, and 
mer with the ſame hard Fare as their Founders : And many 
of thoſe which are ſer off with ſuch Pomp and Flouriſn in 
our Ancient Hiſtories, have not (that we can find) one Stone 
left upon another, nor any Memorial remaining that they e- 
ver were. Earthquakes may have ſwallow'd them up, or 
Flames reduc'd them ro Aſhes; the Hands of Time may 
have crumbled them ro Duſt, or the Violence of War de · 
moliſh'd rheir Beaury. | 

It has not far'd much better with Great as well as Pri. 
vate Families; and the Succeſſion of a few Years has al- 
ways diſcover'd ſome Misfortune in the moſt promiſing 
Branches of them. Where's that Eſtate which may not 
be follow'd upon the Heel with Famine and Beggary ? 
“ That Dignity, which the next Moment may not be laid 
« inthe Duſt? That Kingdom, which is ſecure from De- 
ſolation and Ruin 4? One riſes, and another declines ; 
one is ennobled, and another debaſed. 

Safety and Honour may ſurround a Man to day; and 
the Love of his Countrey, and the Acclamation of his Ad- 
mirers attend him, whenever he walks the Streets: But an 
Impeachment and the Tower may be his Portion to morrow, 
and the Axe and the Scaffold the End of all his Glo- 


* 
bs Den 4.17. 


1 C. 2 20 ar. 


But in all theſe things there is more of Providence than 
Men are aware of; and the Tranſactions ought to be 
ponder d in our Mind, and the Doings of the Lord to be ac- 
counted marvellous in our Eyes. Tis God that ſets up, and 
pulls down; that promotes one, and diſplaces another: 


— 2 — 
3 — 
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'Tis he that ſeals up the mb of thoſe that want app 113. 5 
Iſue, and maketh the barren Woman to keep houſe, _ 
and be & joyful Mother of Children“. is he that poureth 
Contempt upon Princes, and cauſeth them to wan- 
der in the Wilderneſs, _ where there is no Way f. 
And again, He raiſeth up the Poor out of the Duſt, 1 Sam 2 8. 
and lifteth up the Beggar from the Dung bil to ſet Ws 
them among Nobles, and make them inherit a Throne of Glory]. 
Go to now, thou great Projecter: Tell me, chou Searcher 
of Cauſes and Events: Thou that pretendeſt to be conver- 
ſant with Futurity, and ro be favoured with the Revelari- 
on of hidden Things: Where is the Stability of Empire 
and Dominion? What Dependence is there upon great Fa- 
milies? What Duration in Monuments and Inſcriptions ? 
Braſs and Marble will moulder into Duſt, and your great 
Names which lie under them, may be quickly forgotten. 
There is nothing ſtable and permanent ander the Sun; but 
Chance and Viciſſitude are perpetually ringing the Chan- 
ges, and traverſing the Rounds of Human Affairs. This 
World is founded on the Seas, and eſtabliſhed on the Floods ; the 
very Foundation of it is laid in Mutability, and the Eſtab- 
liſnment reels to and fro like a drunken Man. After ſeveral 
| Toffes and Fluctuarions, ſeveral Changes and Revolutions, 
jr will inevitably come to its decreed Period, and baulk the 
Expectation of its moſt paſſionate Admirers. Tis only 
God, (who is the true Principle of Firmneſs and 1 
that can adjuſt the Diſorders and Inequalities of this m 
Life ; tis the Enjoyment of a Future State, which muſt fix 
the Sons of Adam upon a durable Foundation, and remove 
_ beyond the Reach of Fortune, or the Power of Acci- 
ent. 


+ Pf. 107 40. 
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13 
WW Hal mighty Projects do emplo wo: 
| The lab'ring Brain of thoughtful Man 2 
What Schemes are thoſe we Mortals lay 
For the Event of ev'ry Day? 
Can we ſuppoſe, that vaſt Eternity 
Should be confin'd within a Span ? 
Can we ſuppoſe, this brittle Houſe of Clay 


Should on ĩts tott'ring Pillars ſtand, 
And brave the fierce Attacks of Time's devouring Hand? 


II. 
How often have I ſeen the ſhatter'd Bark 
Exposd to all the Fury of the Sea; 

And aim'd ar as th' unhappy Mark, 
When low'ring Tempeſts firſt deform. the Sky, 
And rolling Clouds their watry Forces drain 
From diſtant Parts, to 1 em on the Main? 
Behold the Surges, and the bluſt' ring Wind, 
The roaring Billows, and the Waves combin'd, 
Upon their ſwelling Backs to mount her high, 
And dart her tow'ring Sails againſt the Sky: 

And then ſubſiding Waters throw 
Her leaky Hulk into th' Abyſs below. 

So Human Life, in this tumultuous State, 
Is always in a Storm, and fighting with its Fare, 

And thro' ten thouſand Dangers toſt, | 
Till on the Rocks and Shelves ar laſt tis loſt. 


III. 

Behold, how ſoon the Ruler of the Day 
Thro' half the Azure Plain is driv'n, 
And climbs the ſteepy Ridge of Heav'n, 
And glitters with refulgent Beams of Light: 


LY 
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And yet without one Minute's ſtay, 

His fiery Charior will deſcend, * 

(Haſt'ning to reach his Journey's End,) 
And leave us in the dark Abyſs of Night. 

Oh! Could ſome Fav'rite Jeſb' abs Hand 
Reverſe the harſh Decrees of Fate, 

And make th' officious Sun but wait: 

- Could Pray'rs or Tears his Courſe arreſt, 
And his unruly Steeds commando 
Could any Pow'r, bur what's Divine, 
Pinion the nimble Wings of Time, 

How could the Slochful Sons of Men be bleſt? 


IV. 


Ah wretched Man ! How art thou toſt 

Twixt flatt'ring Hopes, and tort ring Fears ; 

Twixt fleering 77, and reſtleſs Cares ! - 
Only the preſent Minute is thy ownz 
What's gone's irrevocably loſt, ' 

Nor art thou ſure of what's t come ? 


5 V. 

In vain, believe me, tis in vain, 

To let repining Thought ſurvey 

Old Time and Nature's Infancy, 

And of the Patriarch's Age complain, 

When after Threeſcore Tears and Ten, 
(The faral Period of us mortal Men:) 
The Youthful Sire had Days in ſtore behind 
I' enjoy the Earth, and propagate his Kind. 
The Scene's now chang'd, and none ſo long withſtand 
Th: unerring Strokes of Death's relentleſs Hand, 


Ye empty Names, ye glitt ring Things, 
Ye haughty Tyrants, curſed Kings; 
Ye great Diſturbers of the World, 
By whom all Nature's to Confuſion hurl'd ; 
Le Wretches, who, to purchaſe Fame, 
Wou' d ſer the Univerſe in Flame: 
Conſider that your Days are few, 
Your Foys grow old, your Griefs grow new; 


Ten 
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Ten thouſand Dangers wait upon your Crown, - 
And Death contrives all means to pull you down. | 
She hates to tread the commoa Way, 
By which we little Mortals dye; 
But ſeeks unuſual Methods to deſtroy: 
Either ſhe pro the Cruel Son, | 
(Whoſe young Ambitien's gaping for a A htvne IM 
Or by Rebellion puſhes on 
An injur'd Subject, or 705 en e, 
Or a pretended ike the deſtin d Blow. 
Thus ye, who liv'd like Gods, like Brutrs may dye, 
And all your Pomp and Glory muſt 
Mix in the common Heap of Duſt, 
And undiſtinguiſu d, with the Vulgar he. 


—— 1 


HTM N I. 


Wo is he that dares conſide in his bus Sagucity ? 
| What Mortal can think, that he eng and ſuffi - 
ciency in himſelf for any Enterprize bas. 

Every Diſappointment is a Confuſion to dur Wiſdom, 
and every Acct ent baffles and defies our Power. 

An Omniſcient Belag looks down upon our Contrivad- 
Ws 90 an ny fible L* wp our — 

Lot is caſt into t ; the whote Oi theraf 
3s of the Lord. (PI. 16. + Ne 

The Withes of anxious Man are froftrared, and his A 
ctions blaſted or countermined. 

The Race is not always to the Swift, nor the Battel to the 
Streng; neither yet Bredtl to the Wiſe, nor yer Riches to Men 
of underſtanding. (Fecl. 9. 11.) 

There is no King that can be ſaved by the Multitude of an 
' Hoſt ; neither is ibete am mighty Man delivered by much 
Strength. (Pf. 38.15.) 

An Horſe is ccunted but a vain ching to ſave a Man; neither 
Hall be deliver any Man 2 his great Strength. (V. 16. * 


Succeſs 
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Fu does not always follow the moſt promiſing M 
nor _—__ adorn the Brows of the n e 
But Providence interpoſes to exert her Sovereignty, and 
caſts the Ballante to the weaker Side 
The moſt ineonſiderable Inſtruments are 15 ſucceſsful, 
and Time and Chance happen to all. (Ecel 
The baſe things of 72 World confol * Mig the, and 
— that are not, bring to nought things that are. 


ks it ſelf is a March for Wiſdom, and Weakneſs dares 
to cope with Ser 


For 75 Fooliſhneſs yo Ged i is mfr * Men ; and the Vea: 
neſs of God is ſtronger thay, Men; (V. 25.) 

That no Fleſh living ſhauld g ra in bi P/Nſence 3 3 But he thas 
N N glory in the Lid, Jos 2943 I 190 


* 3 FE :£% 
17 10.1 4 
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9 7 DA "xt 7. M V u. wt 
Kh. 2 211 t 
"nk yeur ſelves, O ye Pope, 2 — foal be broken in 


pieces ; and gre ao tries: (Ia. 8. TH | 
Git your ſelves, and ye ſhall 1 . in * 3 gird your 
6685 and 210 all be V in pieces. (V. 9.) 

Take counſe toget ber, end it 8 come to nought 3 peak Id 
Word, and it The not Hand. ( 

For many among you ſhall 8 on fal, and be broken; 
and be fnared, and be talen. 

Fur Ihe Lord lookętb down Fd 5, an ad beboldeth all the 
Children of Men : From the Habitation A Dwelling be con- 
ſidereth all them that dwell on the Earth. 1 33. 13 7 

He faſhioneth all the Hearts of them, end . all 
their Works. (V. 14.) 

Bleſſed is the People, whoſe Ged tis 4a Lord Fehovah ; and 
bleſſed are the Folk A he hath choſen to him, to be his Inbers- © 
tance. (V. 12.) 

Therefore will I ſeek unto God * his Favour; and unto 
Gad will I commit my Cauſe. 8 5.8 

For he ſetteth on high thoſe that be low, that thoſe that mourn 
may be exalted to Safety. (V. 11.) 

For the Counſel of the Lord ſhall endure for ever ; and the 

Thoughts of his Heart from Generation toGeneration, (P[.33.10.) 
But 


{ 
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. But he * Counſel of the des to nougbe, and 
mn eth the Devices ef the People to be of none effect. af}; 
e diſappointegh he 9 of the Crafty, ſo that their 
Hinds cannot perform their Enterpriʒe. (Job — 12.) 
Hie taletb che Wiſe in their own Wiſdom, and the Counſel of 
ke any id Da 5 oy 0 
\ meet with Darkneſs in t ee, ee 11 t 
Nan d a in the Night. (V. 14) ; 


veel nets eee 


0 Lord God, who o ſoeft that put not hoy Trust bs any 


thing that I dg - Mercifully chat by thy Power 
I may*be defended ag Ong Adverſity, thro 


FRI Jp Chi my Lord. 
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PT HERE is ſuch a natural Deſire for the Procreation of 

| - - Children, ſuch a. Love for them when alive, and 
—ſo much 3 2 bie. Deas ar whoe- 

ver treats upon this tickliſn Subject, mult take great 
care in ardin g his n or expect to be frowu d 
and retorted upon by indulgent Parents. But whether Men 
will hear, or whether they will forbear, the Truth is not to be 
ſtifled, neither is the Fondneſs of our Paſſion to be ſooth'd 
to the Prejudice of our Reaſon, and che Impeachment of 
Providence. Children * 8 to be . . amongſt 
Temporal Enjeyments; and Time may nurſe them up for 
Cf ms) as Comforts to thoſe that broughe e 
L, ann EE a on 

1 ſhall cherefore make it my preſent Buſineſs to conſi- 
der, how a Chriſtian ſhould” manage upon the Lof, or De- 
fault of Iſſue, and how far Prudence is concerned to forti- 
fie the Mind with ſuch Arguments as may juſtifie the Pro- 
ceedings of God, and adminiſter to the Eaſe of Men under 
all the Misforrunes of this nature. 
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. Then, if chere were no other Inconvenience in a 
numerous Famil, but the of the Mind, and the 
fati guing of the Body, for their daily Support and Mainte- 
nance, I cannot ſeg why ſome Men, that are Lovers of 
their Eaſe, ſhould be over-fond ànd follicirous about Chil. 
dren, unleſs chey can be content to cqurt Trouble, and 
ſtudy ro add morg. heavy Bu ta the Conſtant Calami- 
_ of Human Life. What Pleafure can there be in ri/in 

and /e etting up late ? In eating the Bread of Carefulneſ,, 
e en ater of Afﬀtifion ? And all this, Perhaps, 
for a young Prodigal Heir, who wiſhes 1 good Old Father » at 
Reſt, — longs for the ranſackiag of his Cloſer, and the 
pillaging of his Eſtare. . 

I have been oftentimes a melancholy Spectator of the 
Sweat and Toil, which the provident part of the World 
8 , for the Proviſion of bare Neceſſaries for their 
re ive Families, 

= Man arendg N Matkets and Fairs, Encounters with 


Wind and Weather, e with an ener 
#h Huntzry Stomach. 

6 er goet down to the Sea in Ships, and oceæu ples bis Buſi- 
| nel im the great Deep; viſits 8 e tranſports 
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2dly, To theſe Inconveniences, we BE add the YO ence 
of Education, and the Hazards our Children run, e 
their Minority, of being perverted in their Principles, or de- 
bauched 1 in their Morals. 
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Putb is not only prone to Vice, and particularly addicte 
to ſome ſort of Exceſſes; but is beſet with ſuch powerful 
Temptations, and enſlav'd to ſuch a Train of boiſterous 
Paſſions, that the Extravagances of ix are ringing in our Ears 
from all Quarters, and the Effects are too fatally known ta 
moſt conſiderable. Families in the Kingdom. No Man iS 
ſecure of tranſmitting his Vertues to his  Poſteriry, and 
ſtemming the Tide of Vice in giddy and headſtrong Vouth. 
Tho" the Parents ſhould have an abſolute Sway over theit 
Paſſions, and ſhould be never ſo eminent for Temperence 
and Chaſtiry ; yer does it not follow, that the Children 
ſhould always flee'youtbful Lyſts, or have any native Anti- 
pathy to the Stews or the Tu, ee 
Hlence it is, that we ſo oſten hear Perſons of Age entring 
their Proteſtations againſt their Children, and complaining 
of thoſe unnarutal Returns, which ſuch grateleſ Wretches 
pay: fat the Cate and Charge of their, Education. The 
Heary Head laments the Infamy and Diſgrace, which is i 
troduc'd into -a Family · by the Extra va gances of a Son, a 
often wiſhes and prays that he were out of the. Number of 
Fatbers,”rather than be continually mortify d with the Debre 
and Viees. of one or other of his Family.. 

þ LUNAR er 1 een liel 

zaly, The Fear of an unfortunate March is another In 
convenience which attends Children, and none of. the leaſt 
Mortificãtion to careful and provident Parent. If Jacob 
(ſays Rebeckah) tales a Wife of the: Daughters : * Gen. 27401 
of Heth; Juch as theſe . which are » dos: 107 | 56 
Daughters of the Land, what ſhall my Life do me 2 
For where's the Comfort of our :Dazs; or the Fruit of our 
Labours, When Pride and Extravagency are once admitted 
into a Family, and the Prodigality of Youth: vainly tquanderg 
away, what the Prudence and Diſcretion of many 'Tearg 
have been ſo long procuring? No Man, before Experience, 
is ſufficiently aware of the Charms and Perſuaſions of the 
Fair Sex, and how the. Mie of bis Boſom en the 
indulgent. Husbaud upon the maſt candalous and unjuſti 
fiable Actions. Solomon (notwithſtanding the plentiful Ef- 
fuſion of the Divine Wiſdom upon his Heart) was ſeduc'd 
by bis Wines to Idolatry t; and Abab's unparal- 1K N74 
lelld : Wickednels is aſcribd by the Hoh Ghoſt: - +: 
io abel, his Conſort |. | IC.x1,25, 
O Now 
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Now when ſuch haughty and turbulent Spirits, ſuch Sor. 
cerefſes and Harlots are engrafted into a Family, what 
Vexation muſt the headftrong Son give to his Father ? 
What H»evineſ| muſt he occaſion to his Mother? He en- 
| tails Poverty upon himſelf, and a Curſe his Family ; 
fours the Temper, and changes the Diſpoſition of the moſt 
affectionate Parents; embitters their Comforts, and ſad- 
dens the Remainder of their Tears; and at laſt bring; 
down their gray Hairs, before the appointed time, with Ser. 
row to the Grave. 


- 4thly, In the laſt place, we may, for the Completion of 
all our Misforrunes, confider the Bedi/y Infirmities, as well as 
Moral Imperfections of our Children: We may conſider the 
Deficiency of their Underſtanding, as well as rhe — 
rity of their Lives ; the Diſaſters which flow from Chance 
and Fortune, as well as the Incapacities which reſult from 
Nature and Conſtitution. | 
No Man has the leaſt Aſſurance, whether his Con and 
* Ecd. 7.19. Heir ſhall be a wiſe Man or 4 Fl“; Whether 
15 he ſhall be Beautiful or Deform'd; a Saint or 
a Sinner? We oftentimes ſee, that your Wifeſt Men are 
diſappointed in their Expectations, and your Solomons and 
Foſiabs are not ſecure of Succeſſors endued with che fame 
Wiſdom and Integrity with themſelves. * f 
Theſe are ſome of the Arguments, O my Soul, which 
may ſerve to comfort us under the Loff or Wane of Chil- 
dren : For under whatever Obligarions and Engagements 
a Narural Affection may be ſuppoſed ro have brought us, 
yer when Providence runs counter ro our Defigns, and 
thinks fit ro blaſt our moſt promifing Hopes, the Diſpenſa- 
tions of Heaven are not to be diſputed, and the Meaſures 
of Reſignation will tye us down to a chearful Acquieſ- 
rt 127.4,6, Cence and Contentment. Children and the Fruit 
of the Womb, may be an Heritage that cometh from 
the Lord, and happy may be the Man that bath his Quiver ful of 
them : Bur then we muſt ſtill confeſs, that the Lord, who 
firſt gave, has the Power to rake away ar Pleaſure; and as 
we have no Right to the Gift, ſo we can ſuffer no Wrong by 
the Nithdrawing of it: And therefore we oughrar all times, 
and under all Diſappointments, to bleſs the Name of 7 
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Lord, and to keep our Deſires in a dutiful Submiſſion, and 
an abſolure Dependence on our Almighey Creator. 
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David's Speech aud Requeß to Joab for the Preſeroation 
of Abſalom ; and bis Lamentation the News 
of bis Death; deſcribed from the 18:h Chapter of the 
Second Book of Samuel, beginning at Verſe 5. 


GY. Mighty General, to ch' important Poſt ; 
Review the Troops, and head the Martial Hoſt, 
Go, fight your Maker's and your Sov'reign's Cauſe ; 
Relieve your 8 and ſecure its Laws. 

Go, chaſe the Rebels from the Mountain's Side; 
Reſtrain their Fury, and chaſtiſe their Pride: 

But when the Fortune of th' auſpicious Day 

Shall make my Sen and Ir els Tribes, your Prey, 
Gently, ah! gently deal with Abſalom ; * 
Cruſh the Conſpirators, but fave my Sor. 

Unwarily from Vertue's Paths he ſtrays, 

Dazled with Honour, and ſeduc'd by Praiſe : 
Empire's deluding Charms the Vouth miſ- led, 

ind cout Counſels Innocence betray d: 
Bur now, I'm ſure, he's willing to ſabmir, 
And own his Errors at his Father's Feet. 

He ſees, he ſees the Fruits of Factious Times; 

Abhors his Folly, and abjures his Crimes. 

Oh! Could your conqu'ring Arm bur once reſtare 

The darling Pledge into the Father's Pow'r; 

I, the neglected Harp wou'd ſtring again, 

And ſpeak your Valour in no vulgar Strain ; 
I would, I would unfold the Scenes of Bliſs, 

And tell your Glories after my Deceaſe. 


O 2 He 
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He ſaid : And to the Field the Captains go, 
*Twixt Rage and Piry to engage the Foe. 
By Epb'rim's Wood th? embartail'd Squadrons wait, 
nd conſcious Guilt forebodes impending Fate. 
e Royal Hoſt ſoon makes the Omen good, 
And beats the Rebels rhro' the neighb'ring Wood : 
Thick as the Leaves the ſlain Battalions lye, 
And glutted Beaſts abhor their laviſh Prey. 
The vanquiſh'd Prince no longer truſts ro might; 
But tries r'eſcape, and ſave himſelf by Flight. 
Astbro' the Branches of a ſpreading 195 7 
His warlike Steed with eager Mettſe ſtruck ; , _ 
The waving Boughs entwiſt the Rider's Hair, 
And hold the Youth ſuſpended in the Air. 
Thoſe comely Locks which on his Shoulders hung, 
(The pleaſing Theme of ev'ry Virgin's Song) 
Shall now no more employ the Ladies Breath ; 
Unhappy Cauſes of their Maſter's Death ! 


% 


Thus fickle Beauty glories for a while 
To ſpread her Gifts, and on her Vor'ries ſmiley 
But ſoon turns Thrent,' and the Fair betrays, | 
And whom ſhe /aft admires, ſhe ff deſtroys. 


A ſtragling Shepherd ſaw the Accident, 
And flies with Tidings to the Gen'ral's Tent : - 
Foab, in Fury ſnatch'd the Fatal Dart, 
And thrice transfix'd the dʒ ing Hero's Heart. 


Then the glad Trumpet ſounds for Vict'ry won, 
And Iſr'els Troops back to their Tents return. 
The Chieftains met, and valiant Cuſhi choſe - 
To bear the Tidings of their vanquiſh'd Foes ; 
Swift as the Wind, with a ſurpriſing Haſt, 

O'er the ſmoorh Plain, rhe nimble Courrier paſt. 
The penſive Monarch on the Warch-Tow'r far, 
Willing to know, bur fearful of his Fate: 
Conrending Paſſions in his Boſom rowl ; 

Bur Love ſtill kept th Aſcendant of his Soul. 
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As Cuſhi enter d, cries th' indulgent King, 
Ho fares my Son? What Tidings doſt thou bring ? 

What's the Reſult of this unnar'ral Strife 2, © 2, 
Has Foab kept his Word ? And ſav'd the Prince's Life? 


Cuſhi amaz'd, with ftamm'ring Dread replies; 
* As that Unhappy Youth, be all thy Enemies: 
Let Rebels meer with his untimely Fate; 


Then David ſhall be ſafe, and I el great. 


The Prince's Death does all the Court annoy, 
And ſhades the Triumph of the Joyful Day. 8 
Each liſt'ning Breaſt receives rhe dread Surprize, 
And tells irs'Sorrow by its weeping Eyes. en 
Th' afflicted Monarch to his Chamber went. 
To mourn the Loſs, and give his Paſſions Vent. 

A Cloudy Sorrow on his Viſage hung; * 

And as with faultring Steps he went along, In + 
Theſe melting Sounds dropt from his render Tongue: 


. * ” — 


A poor unhappy Youth, my favrite son! 
The Prop and Comfort of my Age is gone. 
Ah! render Bloſſom from my Boſom torn! 

© How will the Parent Tree thy Abſence mourn d 
« O Abſalom! My deareſt Abſalom ! | BIS 
All muftthy Beauty and thy Sweetneſs own. 
All muft compaſſionare my bending Years, 
« Deplore thy Doom, and juſtiſie my Tears. \ 
« O Abſalom ! I could my Life reſign, 

© And ſhed my aged Blood to ranſom thine, | 

O cruel Jab! Would thy fatal Dart \ | 

* Had miſs'd the Son's, and pterc'd the Father's Heart. 
My hoary Locks had ſmil'd upon the Grave, + 
!* Had thy unhappy Arm the Gobdly- Vouth but ſav'd, 
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7 deſpiſeth Isdn and Nurture, are miſerable, o 
their H pe is vain ; (Wild. 3. 11.) 
Their Labour unfruitfal, ee Works emprofitable ; their 
Wives are fooliſh, and their Off priug is curſed: ¶V. 11,12, 13. 
Wherefore bleſſed is the Barren that is led, whi 
not known the ſinful Bed: She ſhall have fruit. int IVification 


of Souls. (V.13.) 

And bleſſed is the Eanuch, which with bis 55 prongs 
wo Iniquiry, nor . wicked things Gad. (V. 

For unto bim ſb be given N. e hs 55og of Faith, and an 
Inheritance in the Temple of the Lord, mare acceptable to bis 


Mind. (V. ibid.) 
Better is it te bave u Children, my beve Vertue 5 Rer. * 
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But the multiplying Ungodly not thrive, nor 
rae dep wo frm Bard Shes, mo ig 09 ef blu 


(V.3.) 
For tho' they flourifh in Branches for 4 time ; vet, 


aſt, the be ſhaken with the N and thr 
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ed 
WHY art thou ſo intent, O my Saul, upon Temporal 
Honour, and ſollicitous for the Propagation of thy 
Name and Family ? | | TY 

Why arr thou ſo outragious againſt Providence, becauſe 
thy Sons don't grow up as the young Plants, and thy Daughters 
remain at the poliſh'd Corners of the Temple ? (Pl. 144.12.) 
Tho' thy promiſing Heir ſhould be nipt in the Bloſſom, 
and the Foy of thy Glory, and the Deſire of thine Eyes taken @- 
way with a ſtroke: (Ezek. 24. 25,16.) | 

Tet neither ſhalt thou mourn nor weep, neither ſhall thy Tears 
run down. (V. 16.) 

Forbear to cry, male no mourning for the Dead; bind: the Tire 
4% thine Head upon thee, und put on thy Shoes upon thy Feet. 

17.) * 5 

Thou mayft adopt to thy. ſelf an Heir from another's 
Loins, and be guided in thy Choice by the Rules of Vertue. 
For all Mankind are Brethren by Nature, and Deſcendants 
from the ſame unhappy Progenitors. LJ 

We are all of us incorporated into the Chriſtian Society, 
and the Houſbe/d of Faith has a Right to Inheritance. 

Bur if this Method of Adoption ſhould not be pleaſing, and 
the Heir to an Eſtate muſt not be ernte Family, 

Hearken unto me, ye that are Rich and Childleſ, and I 
will ſhew you « more excellent N. (1 Cor. 11. 31.) | 
A Way that will contribute ro the Preſervation of your 
Riches, and give you d Name better than of Sous and Daughters, 

Your own Works may embalm your Memory, and your 
Acts of Charity inveſt you with Immorralir;, ' . 

The Widow and Orphan may be your conſtant Family, and 
the Mouths of Babes and Suckiings proclaim your Praiſe. 

Then ſhall your Name endure for ever; your Name ſhall re- 
main under the Sun among the Poſterities which ſhall be bleſſed 
thro' you. (Pl. 72. 17.) i Py 

Your Memorial ſhall extend rhro' all Ages, and the 
Tongues which are yet unborn ſhall call you Bleſſed. 


O 4 PRATER 
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| O Merciful Lord and Heavenly Father, by whoſe gract. 

ous Gift Mankind is increaſed, and by whoſe ſole 
Marimeany, Hleſſing we are fruirful in rhe Procreation 'of 

Children; I refign theſe precious Gifts entirely 
to the Diſpoſal of thy Infinite Wiſdom ; and if thou ſhalt 
think it expedient to continue any of my Family in this 
World, all that I requeſt of rhee, is, to give me ſuch a 
Space of time, that I may ſee my Children Chriſtianly and 
vertuouſly. brought up to thy Honour and Praiſe, - through 
Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. HIDE 


PRATER 1 


Oo Almighty God and Merciful Father, ro whom alone 
belong the Iſſues of Life and Death; look down 
Fife, of Sick, from Heaven, I humbly beſeech thee, with the 
; Eyes of Mercy upon all fick Perſons and young 
Children; that if ir ſhall be thy good Pleaſnre ro prolong . 
their Days here upon Earth, they may live to thee, and be 
Inftruments of thy Glory, by ſerving thee fairhfully, and 
doing good in their Generations; or elſe receive them into 
thoſe Heavenly Habitations, where the Souls of them that 
fleep in che Lord Jeſus, enjoy perperual Reſt and Felicury. 


Amen. 


9 
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( be End of the Feurth Book 
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Shall we receiv good at the hand of God, end ſoul e. 
| receive evil? 


MEDITATION. 
* Condition upon Earth, ſeems, i in many reſpedes, 


ro reſemble that of our Saviour and 
his Diſciples ar Sea, when a great N 


M 


Tempeſt aroſe, and covered the Ship with Water *, and all the 
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Company fled with Trembling and Conſternation to their Di. 
vine Maſter, and addreſs d him for Protection and Secutity 
from the devouring Deep. For every Paſſenger thro' this 
World is in a troubleſome and tempeſtuous State, meets with 
conſtant Storms and Hurricanes, and is toſs d and rumbl'd 
from one Coaſt to another, before he can finiſn his Voy. 
age: The Winds rage, and the Waves roar, and Horror 
preſents ir ſelf in ſuch hideous —— that we = neceſſi- 
rar ro Out n ev | 10n, Ws : 

FA And Thanks be 00 God thar ba ie fach h. 

ribnd and Protector in the needful Time of Trouble; th 
we know whither to fly for Aſſiſtance, and by what Intrea- 
ties and Supplications ro procure it. What, tho' Fortune 
frowns, —— the World grows malicious ; tho' thine Ene. 
mies ſwagger, and thy Friends tremble ? Yer the Lord's 
* 1k. 59. 1 Hand is not ſhortned, that it cannot ſave ; neither 

= "bis Ear benq, that it cannot hear. Priendftitp 
is to be cultivated with a Superiour Being, and Aid to be 
fetch d from another Countrey. Power is not the Prero- 
tive of weak Mortals, nor is Succeſs and Deliverance 
confin'd x6 ah m of Fleſh. Then Jay wee within hy ſelf 
18 my Levers have deceived me, my Kinſmen and 
Iten. 1.16, Acquaintance have conveyed. lves out of - my 
Plal. zt rx. Sight, and the Comforters that ſhould relieve me, 
38.11. gre far from me f. Thou art not to dictate or 
preſcribe to thy God, not to nominate the Means and In- 
ſtruments that are to ſeve, nor to ſpeciſie the Times and 
Seaſons of Deliverance and Salbatiun. 

Perhaps too thou may'ſt not be a proper Judge of the 
Regimen thou art under, and the Courles that are taken for 
thy Management in Afflictions. We oftentimes ask what 
we know not, are dazled with Objects that can never ſatiſ. 
fie, and ſtudy to be promoted into our own Ruin. Alas! 
We confine Happineſs to this World ; or elſe why ſhould 
we make ſuch a noiſe about Affiitions, and think our Souls 
reprobated, if our Bodies be but touch? Poor deluded 
Creatures! Poor groveling and Earthly Mortals ! Is there 
no Paradiſe, but amongſt Briars and Thorns ? No Enjoy- 
ment, but in Eatin Drinking, in Chambering and Van- 
tonyeſſ? Mult Pleafire be confin'd to che Bridegroom and the 
e, and Mirth and Foy to the Tabret and the Dance? O 
Let my Ears be ravith'd with the Muſic of Heaven, and 


* 


* 
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my Lips join in che Halelwjabs and Anthems of Martyrs 
and Angels. Let tor my Hands labour for the „ 6. 25, 
Meat that periſbeth; but for the Meat that end. 
reth unto everlaſting Life *. Let my Study be employ'd for 
the Health of the 'Soul, and my Actions procure the Ap- 
plauſes of Conſcience. Then ſhall I nor be diſturb'd at 
the Characters of Men, and the Rumours of the World. 
Then ſhall T want no Refreſhments under the Toils and 
Labours of a vexatious Life; but by the tranſporting Re- 
flections of an innocent Mind, and the reviving Hopes 
and Expectations of a furure Srare, deſpiſe Malice and 
Oppreſſion, and triumph over Poverty and Pain. Whare- 
yer my Poſt and Station be in this World, I am ſure the 
Lot is from God, and by conſequence, the Appointment 
juſt in the Maſter, and — prove beneficial to the Servant 
e Burden ſhall be tol e, or the Afiſtarce extraordini- 
ry; the Diſeaſe vaniſh, or the Patient be ſupporred. : | 
There is nothing therefore more pernicious, than to map! 
nifie our Sufferings ; nothing more ungrareful, than to 78. 
flect and murmur againſt the Author of them: And yet 
moſt of the Grievances that are current ia the World, ad 
founded upon this Bottom, and may be rerm'd Satyr upon 
Providence, or Encomiums upon our ſelben. If our 
and our Health fail us, and the Sorrows of our Heart be cala 
ged, we preſently take up the Complaint of Fob, and equal. 
oor Sufferings with the Martyrdom of Saints,” We grow. 
reſtleſs and impatient under the Burden, and fill Heaven 
and Earth wich our extravagant Rams and Upbraidings. 
We talk of nothing but the Terrors of the Almighty placed 
in Array agamft w, and the Poiſon of his Arrows Se 
our Spirit:; and from hence conclude it juſt and commen- 
dable, to roar for the Diſquietneſs our Souls, * Joby Cr 
and to curſe the Day wheretn we were born, and the r 
Night in which it was {aid, a Mun Child is conceived *. a 
| Bor ſtop, ye querulous and audacious Sinners ! Conſider” 
your ſelves as Men and, as Chriſtians, and act in 
with your God, and confiftently with your ſelves. Make 
your adverſe and praſperous Fortune confront each other; 
and throw the good Things ye enjoy, in che. oppoſire Scale to 
the evil 2 ye ſuffer; and then every unprejudic'd Eye 
will ſoon diſcern to which fide the Balance turns, and eve 
17 
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ry * Heart will magnifie the Lord for his Favour 
a an mien even in this confuſed and diſorderly 
World. l 1 inne \ Tan! 
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The 38:6 Pſalm Tranſlated. 1 

T ET an dy burning Anger, Lord! ariſe; N 

L Nor in thy Fury, feeble Man chaſtiſe. B 
Within my Breaſt thy pointed Darts] feel, 

And groan with Anguiſh of the barbed Steel. * 

Inceſſant Pains cling round my ſuiv' ring Heart, 1 

And Sin, che Tyrant acts in ev'ry Parr. k 

Upon my Loins is piVd a pond'rous Heap, 1 


Which finks my Body to the gloomy Deep. 

My naiſome Wounds congeal with putrid Gore, 
And gnawing Guilr ſtill frers the aking Sore. 
My faultring Eyes require the wonred Light, 
And rowl their darkned Orbs in endleſs Night. 
A giddy Mazeneſs turns my fickle Brain, 

And bending Legs (too feeble to ſuſtain 

This bulky Frame,) extend their Props in vain. 


La F | 3. k Bf: 
Jo whom, O God! can I my Grief diſcloſe ? - 
To whom, bur Thee, who canft my Grief compoſe? 

Thy Ears are open to my ſad Complaints; 

. Thou ſeeſt my Pain, and canſt ſupply my Wants, 
Ariſe, Almighty God! Exert thy Pow'r, 120 
Nor leave thy Servant at the needful Hour: 

The Hour concerted for my Deſtiny, 
Unleſs ſome wondrous Help proceed from Thee: 
For other Aids I have invok'd in vain ; 

But ſome are deaf, and ſome deride my Pain, 
My Friends, which flow'd in like a gath'ring Tide, 
Were only Friends to the ſucceſsful Side, b 
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My neareſt Kindred too, (a monſtrous Brood 1 
Unmov'd by Honour, or the Ties of Blood,, 


In diftanr Paths avoid my Miſeries, 
And view my Griefs with unrelenting Eyes. 


My Foes, encourag'd at my promis'd Fate, 
In ev'ry Corner for the Victim wait: 
Their plotting Thoughts conſpire my Fall by Day, 
And court the Twilight to ſurprize the 18 1 


Bur 7, to Patience do my Soul reſi ien, 
And bear theſe Inſults with an equal Mind. GA 
vent no Taunts amongſtthe ſawcy. Throng, | 
Nor in reviling Language make return: 
Bur Deafneſs ſtops my Ears, and Silence ſeals my Tongue. 


To God in my Diftreſs I lift my Pray'r: 
His Heart is ſoftned, and his Ears will hear. 
Th' Almighty Judge, who all my Torture knows, 
By time] 4 ly Providence will interpoſe,, 2} 


To plead my injur d Caule, and cruſh my harden'd Foes. 
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WEL the Lord abſent himſelf for ever; and will he be w 
| 1 2 and will be ſou 
Hath Go otten to be gracious, , his 
Lovin e in Diſpleaſure ? (V. 9.) 7 
| Hiſtory has recorded his Indulgence and Generofity, and 
every Living Creature is a Monument of his Goodnefs. 
In bis Love and in his Pity he redeemed Mankind ; and be 
bare them, and carried them all the Days of old. (Iſa. 63.9.) 
His own ſtubborn People could nor weary his Patience; 
nor the woſt daring and repeated Indigairies ſtifle the Ope- 
rations of his Blefſed Spirit. | 
\ By little and little he chaſteneth them that o and war- 
neth them by putting them in remembrance in they have 
offended, that leaving their Wickedneſi, they may believe in him, 
(Wiſd. 12.2.) N 
| 8 a living Man complain, a Man for the Py. 
niſhment of his Sins? (Lam. 3. 39.) | 
The Puniſhment is always diſproportionate to the Fault, and 
the Lord exacteth leſ of thee than thy Iniquities deſerve, (Job 


11. 6.) 
Sometimes, tis true, he aſſumes the Appearance of a 


conſuming Fire, and his right Hand graſps the Thunder. 
ut he preſently remembers, that he i, 4 God, and not 4 
Man ; x therefore determines not to execute the Fierceneſi 
of his Anger. (Hol. 11. 9.) | 
Horror and Reluctance attend the Diſcharge of his 
Judgments; and tis a Force upon the Benignity of his Na- 
ture, to be ſevere. 
In all our Affiitions he is afflited ; and the Compaſſion of 
a Father is viſible in every Stroke which he ſtrikes. (Iſa. 


63.9.) 
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Ke 
HYMN II. 
HE World is ſtor'd with Affluence to p the Body, 
and with Variety of Objects to court Te Lealer 


If che Way was always ſmooth and IA and there 
were no Obſtacles to retard our Progrels ; 

If there was no Hormwoed to imbitter the Cup, and no 
Surfeiting to attend a ſumpruous Table; 

The bloated Epicure would be for fixing his Reſidence 
upon Earth, and the Carne! Mind would have no Thoughts 
of Eternity. 

But, O Bleſſed Lord! How wiſe are thy Diſpenſations ! 
and how admirably haft thou remper'd the various Qualities 
of our Enjeyments ! Ws." | 

As there isa Mixture of the Elements in Natural Bodies, 
that every thing mi ght be conſtitured in its due Order and 
Proportion ; ; 
| there is a Compound of Judgment and Mercy in the 
Moral World, and God and Evil have their diſtin and ap- 

riate Uſes. | 

The higheſt Preferment may be the Fore-runner of 
Diſprace, and Plenty itſelf ordain'd for a Curſe. | 

ut deſpis'd Poverty may be the Parent of Riches, and 
Vertue may cloath her in Scarlet and Purple. 

'Tis only an infinite God who knows our Neceſſities, and 
the Wiſdom of his Providence which muſt adjuſt our Por- 
tions. 

Our own Infirmities will ſhew our Dependence; and 
Reaſon ſhould teach us Submiſſion and Acquieſcence. 


PRATER 


1 Ham beſeech thee, O Father, mercifully to look upon 
1 my ties ; and for the Glory of thy Name, tufn 
In,. from me all thoſe Evils that I moſt righteouſſy have 
?* deſerved; and grant, chat in all my Troubles 1 
may put my whole Truft and Confidence in thy Mercy 
and may evermore ſerve thee in Holineſs and Pureneſs of 
Living, to thy Honour and ar pA my only Mediator 
and Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen, T 1 


- 
I ” 


PRATER II. 


O Lord, I beſeech thee, favourab'y to hear the Prayers of 
# thy People, that all thoſe who are juſtly puniſhed for 
Gull Sept Sas. their Offences, may be mercifully delivered by 

thy Goodnels, for the Glory of thy Name, thro 
Jeſus Chriſt my Sayiour, who liveth and reignerh with thee 
and the Holy Ghoſt, ever one God, World without End, 
Amen. AT . 
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Miſtakes concerning Aictious rectify d. 


| "JAMES 1. 2. 
— .. Count i it «l Fo, when ye fall into divers tpi] 


MEDITATION. 


HERE being nothing which is really evil, but Siu, 
and nothing chat is to be dreaded, bur Eternal 
hy ys z J am farprized to ſee Men fo miles 

rably ſhock'd ar T were Calamities, and fo very uneaſie at 
the common Diſpenſarions of Nature and Providence, * + 

The Origin of this Diſcontent muſt be founded either in 
a Diffidence and Diſtruſt of Divine Aſſiſtance, or in too 
high an Eſteem, and too paſſionate a Fondneſs for the Plea» 
ſures and Felicities of this World. 

The Eyes of a Carnal Man are ſo much dazled with the 
Pomps and Splendors of Earth, and his Mind fo much in- 
ur 450 to the Entertainments of Fleſh and Senfe, that he forms 
his Judgment of his Neighbours from their ourward Cir- 
—— and meaſures cheir Wer by their preſent 

njoyments. 

This H-grounded Opinion runs him into many fatal Er- 
rors in the Conduct of his Life, and makes him ſteer rhe 
Courſe of his Practice by che Guidance of fickle Fortune, 
Prefperity lifts him up, and Adverſity weighs him down: 
ducceſ cheers his Heart, and brightens his Counrenance 3 
but Afflictions put the Soul into a reſtleſs and uneaſie Po- 


ſture, and every perry Trouble frets and galls him. 
P Poor 
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Poor miſtaken Man! Have Reafon and Chriſtianity given 
thee no better Inſtructions, nor gain'd any further Ground 
upon thy Pride and Vaniry ? Have thy Obſervations upon 
the Government of Providence, produc'd no greater Con. 


firmation to thy Faith; nor the Example of Suffering Saints 


ſettled thy Conſtancy upon no ſurer Bottom? Tis the Bit. 
terneſs of the Potion, which muſt needs preſerve thy Life, 
and the Severity of the Rd which is to reform thy Man- 
ners. Who knoweth, but thou art predeſtinated to Salva. 
5 tion by Fire, and thro' much Tribulation muſt enter 
Hp 123% into the Kingdom of God For whom the Lord lov. 
" © eth, he chaſtene! h, and ſcourgeth every Son whom he 
receiveth *: Bur on thoſe that are reprobate and abandon'd, 
he will not fo much as beſtow a Correction; but leaves them 
to the Management of their own perverſe Wills, and ſuffers 
them to perith by the Softneſs and Infatuation of Sin. 
1 Veſe 8 If ye are without Chaſtiſement, then are ye Bu 
" ſtards, and not Sens F ; And it is no wonder, if 
God deals with you as a ſpurious and reprobate Off-ſpring, 
and does not train and diſcipline you in that careful and 
rigorous manner, that he does the Heirs of Eternal Life. 
"Tis the Indulgence of a fond and inconfiderate Mother, 
that ccckers the Humours, and gratifies the Palates of her 
Children, and nurtures up a puny, ſpiritleſs and ignomini- 
ous Generation of Mortals: But a prudent Father edu- 
cares us to Dangers and Rencounters, and hardens our 
Limbs by Toils and Labours. God loves us with a Mafeu- 
line Love, and turns looſe the hardy and Gigantic Off ſpring 
to Injuries and Indignities. © He takes delight to lee a 
brave and a good Man wreſtling with evil Fortune, yet 
keeping himſelf upon his Legs, when the whole World 
* is in Diſorder about him . s | 
Tis true, this Strength for a Rencounter, is not ſo much 
the Product of Nature, as the Gift of God :. But 'tis true al- 
ſo, that God never with-holds his Gifts and Graces from thoſe 
who ſincerely ask them; nor is Omnipotence backward or 
wanting to aſſiſt the Infirmiries of Fleſh and Blood. The 
ſame Maſter who finds the Work, will furniſh us with 
Hands and Materials ro 80 thro" with it: As the Temptati- 
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on is from him, ſo is the Art of managing our ſelves, and 
the Probability of Succeſs. | 

Now, no Man can be ſenſible, what Nature, aſſiſted by 
Grace, can accompliſh ; unleſs: he makes the Experiment, 
by accepting a Challenge from ill Fortune, and puts him- 
ſelf upon a bold and relolute Defiance of Danger. 

The Heathens adorn their Hiſtories with the paſſive Va- 
lour and magnanimous Sufferings of their Socrates, their 
Regulus, their Curtius, their Fabritius, and others: And ſhall 
the Diſciples of rhe Crucified Feſus, who have taken up the 
Croſi in heir Baptiſm, and dedicated themſelves to Perſecu- 
tion from their very Cradle; ſhall they dwindle into Soft- 
neſs and Effeminacy, and court the Luxuries and Fopperies 
of a wanton World ? Ill Treatment is no News to a Chri- 
ſtian ; nor are Stripes and Impriſonment, Fetters and Death, 
any worſe Uſage, than our Fathers were accuſtomed ro. 
For ſhame, therefore, do not act like an enfeebled and de- 
generous Progeny: Take to your Chriſtian Arms, ye Soldi- 
ers and Servants of a Militant Church, and let your Warfare 
be accompliſhed by Patience and Devotion. Confider how 
your Predeceſſors in the Faith, have out- brav'd the Malice 
of Tyrants, and the Cruelty of their Perſecutors. Conſider how 
the noble Army of Martyrs and Confeſſors have ſung and tri- 
umph'd among Tygers and Lions, and been in Rapture and 
Extaſie upon Gibbers and in Flames. Theſe Exploits will 
be accounted Legendary and Romantic, unleſs your Practice 
be ready to confirm and illuſtrate them, and rhe ſame ſuffer- 
ing Spirit appear till eriumphant in the Church. 

But perhaps, there have no Temptations taken you, but ſuch 
as are common to Men“; and then, methinks, . cor NEAR 
the Principles of Moral Vertue, influenced by | 
the Expectance of a better State, may arm you againſt 
Diſappointments, Loſſes and Reproaches, and buoy up your 
Spirits under the Agonies of Pain, and the Shocks of Death. 


P 2 por. 


P O E M. 


1 Parapbraſe upow ſome. Part of the PaRan12 of the 
N taken from the 15th Chapter of St, Luke's 
nr 


Good old Man was once with Plenty bleſt, 
4 (His Coffers crouded, and his Lands encreaſt:) 
And God, to make the Happineſs compleat, 
Cave him Two Sons c' enjoy his large Eſtate. 
Whether the Sire, by doating Age berray'd, 
Or by the Features of the Youth miſ-led, 
He, on the Dunger moſt his Care emplays, . 
Yer moſt the Dunger did his Care deſpiſe. . 
Come, give me (ſays the Yourh) my lawful Share, 
Nor ftarve th' Expectance of an hopeful Heir. 
* Theſtingy Niggard's narraw Soul I hate, 
* Who parts with nothing, till compell'd by Fate. 
A Father is but Guardian for his Son, g 
And when one's fit to act, the other ſhould have done. 


With this, the Father did his Goods divide, 
And gratifies th' aſpiring Youngſter's pride. 
The Son, in haſte collects th appointed Share, 
And, fraught with Wealth, does for rhe ur ce e : 
The Town, the Sink of Vice, the Wiſe Man's Hare, 
The Fool's Delight, and the raw Cully's Fate. 
Here ſparkling Wines all Day his Soul delight, 
And Phills wantons in his Arms all Night: 
His Bottle and his Miß his Subſtance waſte, 
And Rags and Famine ſeize him at the laſt. 
He racks his Brain ſome mean Imploy to find, 
And rakes the feryile Care of tending Swine ; 
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An Office, which muſt ill with Grandeur ſuit, 
Yer the moſt proper for ſo great a Brute. 

But here he's forc'd by Poverty and Need, 
On windy Acorns with the Herd to feed; 

And tho' his mournful Tears and Prayers try 
To pierce th? indulgent Ears of Charity; 

Yer Tears are uſeleſs, and his Prayers fail, 

For Alms are loſt upon a Prodigal. | 


The Wretch, at length, when under this Diſtreſs, 

Looks back with Shame on Pride and Wantonneſs : _ 
Calm Reaſon now begins the wiſe Debate, | 

And conſcious Thoughts review his former State, {x 
And thus reflect upon. his preſent Fate: 


* My Father's Houſe doth Plenty ftill afford, 
And coſtly Dainties grace the loaden Board. 
In lazy Crouds about the gen'rous Gate, 
* The pamper'd Beggars and the Pilgrims wait. 
* The Menial Servants wanton as they pleaſe, 
6+ Barren'd with Plenty, and diflolv'd in Eaſe. 
But Wretched I, by cruel Fate oppreſt, | 
(J, once the Darling of my Father's Breaſt ;) 
* Am doom'd to want, and meager Famine craves 
« The mouldy Offals of theſe bloated Slaves. 
* No more, no more can feeble Life ſuſtain | 
** The Rage of Hunger, and the Shocks of Pain: 


My Spirits fink, nor can my weary Lips complain, 
* Then fall, my Pride, my Stony Heart, relent, 


And Floods of Tears, pronounce me Penztent. = 
* I, to my Father will, I will return, | 

And proftrare at his Feet, my Crimes bemoan, . 
Perhaps Submiſſion may his Wrath atone. 


* O Gracious Father ! And, thou God of Might ! 
(The great Aſſerter of Paterna/ Right:). 

* 1, your Rebellious Son, your Aid implore; 

* Trir'd your Patience, and now dread your Pow'r. 
All the wide World rings with my odious Name, 
And the black Rolls of Heav n record my Shame. 
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# Reaſon abhors what luſtful Yourh has done; 

Sin decks th' Entcil, and reprobates rhe Son. 

Father! Jam no more ally'd to thee, 80 

« Nor from thy ſpotleſs Loins deduce my Pedigree. 

* The is my laſt, and Thi my ſole Requeſt, 

Grant me but Thr, and I reſign the reſt j 
« To thy more happy Sons, who ne'er tranſgreſt. 


« Under thy Roof the Prodigal receive; 
„The ſad Remains of baking Life preſerve z : 
Feed me with Crums, and treat me as a Slave. 
As to himſelf, in theſe ſubmiſſive Strains, 
Loaden with Guilt, the Penitent complains, 
The Gcod Old Man the mournful Suppliant ſpies, 
And all the Father riſes in his Eyes: 
Compaſſion moves within his tender Breaſt, 
And our-ſtrerch'd Arms receive the welcome Gueſt. 
"The Faclings bleed, the ſprightly Viols ſound ; 
In graceful Trips the Virgins hand it round: 
The Wardrobe's open'd, and the Robes pur on, 
The Rebes reſerv'd for the Err we 3 
The rich Brecades his ſhiv'ring Limbs entwine, 
And ſparkling Di monds on his Fingers ſhine, 


The MORAL. 
DJ HEN Plenty flows, we good Advice deſpiſe ; © 
"Tis Want that ſharpens Thoughts, and makes us wiſe. 


The Gay grows ſericus, when his Life's diſtreſt ; 
The Libertine devcut, when meſt oppreſt. 


Riches, we know, the Load of Sin increaſe, 
And Fulneſs is the Parent of Exceſs: 201.9 

The more we have, we ſerve our God the leſs. 

But Vertue hates your pamper'd Palaces, 

And the vain Pleaſures of enfeebling Eaſe : 

In totter'd Rags ſhe takes her hardy Seat; 

Humbles the Haughty, and ſo makes them Great. 
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HE Souls of the Rig hteous are in the Hand of the- Lord, 
and there ſhall no —— touch them. (Wiſd. 3. 1.) 
In the fi ght of the Unwiſe they ſeemed to die; and their De- 
parture is taken for Miſery, (V. 2.) 
And their going from us to be utter Deſtruttion: But they are 
in Peace. V2.) 
For tho' they FA puniſhed in the Sight of Men, yet is their H: pe 
full of Immortality. 
And having been a li — chaſtiſed, they ſhall be greet'y rewar- 
ded : For Gad proved them, and found them worti:y for himſelf. 


« 5) 

As Gold in the Furnace hath be ried them, and received them 
as a Burnt-Offering. (V. 6.) 

And in the time of their Viſitation, t 7 ſhine, and run 
to _ _ like Sparks among the Stubble. 

ſhall judge the Nations, and — . over the 
4 go their God ſhall reign for ever. (V.8.) 5 
hen rejoice not againſt me, O mine Enemy, nor Joy i in line 
Heart, ſo would I have it. (Mic. 7. 8.) 

When I fall, I ſhall ariſe ; when T fit in Darkneſi, the Lord 
ſhall be a Light unto me. (V. 8.) 8 
Remember, I po. thee, _—_ periſhed, being innocent ꝰ 

and where were t Righteous cut off Job 4. 7.) 

Comfort ſhall enſue after the time that we have been plagued, 
and Preſperity ſucceed the Tears wherein we have . rel Ad- 
verſity. (Pl. 90. 15.) 

For the Lord heareth the Prayer of the Afflidted, and unto him 
ſhall all Fleſh come. (Pl. 65. 2. 

The Lord is King, be the People never ſo impatient : He ſit- 
teth between the Cherubins, be ti e Earth never ſo unquiet 

And he ſball ſhew wonderful things in his Righteouſneſi, and 
ſhall hide his Choſen from the gat =D together of the frow- 
ard, and from the Inſurrection of the wicked deers.(P1.28.5. a 
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Will ſuffer with Patience hat I have ſo juſtly deſerved, 

end bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned 
againſt him. (Mic. 8.9.) | | 

To juſtifie my ſelf, would be the moſt arrogant Preſumpti- 
en; and to inſiſt upon my Innocence, would aggravate my 
Condemnation. a 

What tho“ the Ficked in Pride do perſecute the Poor, and ſay 
of his Soul, there is no Help for him in his God ? (Pf. 32. 10.2) 

What tho' the Mighty are gathered againſt me, and the Wor- 
kers of Iniquity whet their Tongues like a Sword. (Pſ. 5 9.3. 64.3) 

God ſat ſuddenly ſhoot at them with a ſwift Arrow, that 
they ſhall be weunded. (V. 7.) - 

Yen, their oun Tongues ſhall make them fall, inſomuch that 
whoſo ſeeth them, ſhall laugh them to ſcorn. (V. 8.) EN 

Salvaticn is at never the farther Diſtance, for the Blul- 
ters of Blaſphemers; nor can the Arrogance of Man ſborten 
the Arm ot Omnipotence. | Ape 

The greater the Oppreſſion, the nearer the Deliverance ; 

and the better our Cauſe, the ſurer our Intereſt in Heaven. 

Ged is not flath concerning his Promiſe ; neither doth the Al 
mighty lumber or ſleep. (2 Pet. 2. 9. Pſ. 121.4.) | 

His Permifſion of Evil is no Sign of his Approbation; nor 
is his Long-ſuffering and Forbearance any Argument of Su- 
pineſs and Inoifference.. - 1 

When. he Iniquities of the Wicked are full, and the Fuſt 
are ſufficiently Prov d, Refin'd and Perfetied; . 

Then ſhall ehe God, to whom Vengeance belongeth, fhew him - 
elf, and ſmite down thoſe who trouble his Heritage. (Bi. 94. 1,5. 

For tho the Floods are riſen, O Lord; tho the Bloods have 
12 up 1 Voice; tho the Floods have lift up their Waves ; 

93.4.) 0 | | 

Tho' the Waves of the Sea are mighty, and rage horribly ; 
Jet the Lord, who dwelleth en high, is mightier. (V. 5.) 

And the Lord ſhall give ſtrength unto his People; the Lord 
ball give his People the Bleſſing of Peace, (Pf. 28. 10.) | 
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PRATER JI. 


ET me not, O Lord, preſume to enter too far into thy 
Judgments, nor to paſs any raſh Cenſure upon the Se- 
verity of hy Dealings with the Sons of Men; but let me 
acquit thy Juſtice in all thy Diſpenſations, and admire thy 
Wiſdom, when 1 cannot fathom the Depth of thy Actions. 
Amen. 


FA 
L me receive, O Lord, the Evil Things, as well as the 
Geod Things of this World, with a thankful Heart; and 
by ſerring the Example of Martyrs and Confeſſors before my 
Eyes, learn to manage the ſeveral Turns and Vieiſſitudes 


of this rumulruous Life, ro the Eternal Health and Proſpe- 
ciry of my immortal Soul. Amen. | 


| 
| 
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Of Comforts under Afliftion:. 
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G E N. 50. 20. 
— -- He thought Evil againſt me; but God meant it unto Good. 


"MEDITATION. 


Ttend, O thou toſſed with Tempeſt, and holden in the 

* If $4.11. Cords of Aﬀittion . For thoꝰ thy Portion 

be amongſt Briars and Thorns, I can ſhew 
thee the Land of Peace and Comfort: Tho' thy Shoulders 
ſnould groan under the Weight and Preſſure of thy But. 
den, I can point out the Perſon who will redreſs and alle. 
viate thy Miſeries. Therefore don't ſpend thy Breath in 
angry Complains, and rude Expoſtulations : Bur bear thy 
Lot with Patience, and ſpeak thy Sentiments with Temper 
JEccl. 5.14. and Diſcretion. The Day of Adverſity is for 
© Conſideration}; a time of ſedate Thought and 
Reflection: And leſt the Violence of thy Troubles ſhould 
put thee into Diſorder and Confuſion, and occaſion any 
thing of Importance to glide roo curſorily thro' thy Mind; 
J muſt beg leave to be more diſtinct and Merhodical in my 
Advice, and to rank the Arguments of this Chapter unde 


proper Heads. | 


1. Remember, the Perſon who afflicts thee, is thy E. 
tber; a Name which carries in its Notion the higheſt De- 


gree of Tenderneſs and Affection, and ſpeaks the greateſt 
| andour 
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Candour and Goodneſs towards an offending Child. A 
Father will over- look many Faults, hefore he puniſhes One; 
and when he is forc'd ro make uſe of rhe Rod, tis with 
Concern and Reluctancy, with a trembling Hand, and an 
aking Heart. His Jong Forbearance betrays his Indul- 
gence, and his very Chaſtiſements, his Affections. Every 
Spectator may ſee, upon what Principles he proceeds, and 
with what Views he puniſhes, and perceive the Parent 
ſtruggling with the Man in every Stroke that he ſtrikes. .. : 


2dly, The Wiſdom and Knowledge of thy Heavenly Cor- 
rector, ſhould have a great Sway upon thee under thy Af- 
flictions. God conſiders thy Station in the World, and the 
Frame of thy Body: He knows what thy Nature is addict- 
ed to, and what thy Conſtitution is able ro bear. And from 


hence ir is, that he wiſely allots the Puniſhment in propor- 


tion to thy Strength, and ſo orders his Proceedings, as ei- 
ther to mortiſie ſome rampant Vice, or cheriſh ſome obſcure 
and drooping Vertue, or elſe to bring ſome ſuch eminent 


Good out of Evil, as thou could'ſt not ar preſent be aware of. 


For, ; . 


3dly, All the Ends of Providence in afflicting thee, are 
what thou canſt not immediately ſee into. Who knows by 
what Means God may propagate his Glory? By what Ex- 
amples he may inſtruct his Church? By whoſe Patience he 
may intimidate Tyrants > By whoſe Courage he may lift 
up the trembling Hands, and animate the teeble Knees? 
And therefore, inſtead of arraigning the Juſtice, and com- 
plaining of the Severity of God, it would be a wiſer 
Courſe, ro comfort thy ſelf by the Example of thoſe, who 
have engaged in the Bartel before thee, and come off 
victorious, by their Chriſtian Patience and Reſignation, 


4thly, Then be pleaſed to look up unto him who was made 
perfect thro' Sufferings, and endured ſuch Contradi- . 16. SG 
Aion of Sinners. He was a Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with Grief . The Religion which he inſtitured, 
was a Paſſive Religion; the beloved Servants of his Houſ- 
hold drank the ſame bitter Cup with their Maſter, and the 
whole Body of the Faithful had no ocher Promiſe, than to 
ſuffer Perſecuticns. But, | 


5thly, 
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 $thly, Thy Fate is at preſent different from thy Chriſtian 
Anceſtors ; the Storm being ceaſed, and the Shipwrack o- 
ver, before thou waſt launch'd into this vexatious World. 
Thanks be ro God ! Thou was born in a Country profeſ. 
ſing the Goſpel, and famous for Reformation; and ſo canſt 
not complain of thoſe Cruelries, which were inſtigared by 
the Malice of a Few, and the Superſtition of a Pagan, or 
inflicted by the furious Zeal and miſ-guided Principles of 
blood-thirſty Men. 

6thly, For the farther quieting of thy Mind, and abating 


* 


of thy Sorrow, I would entreat thee to conſider, that thy 


Sufferings, in all Probability, relate chiefly ro thy Body, or 
thy External Circumſtances and Enjoyments. An ill Neigh- 
bour, perhaps, has attack d thy good Name, or a ſurly Patron 
has not rewarded thy Merits : A Child may have miſcar- 
ry'd, or a pretended Friend betray'd thy Secrets: A Knave 
may have remov'd thy Land- mark, ora Robber ſtole away 
thy Treaſure. Mordecaz, perhaps, may have ſtep'd before 
thee into the King's Favour ; or Naaman obtained a mira- 
culous Cure of his Leproſie; whereas thy Fleſh is clothed 
with Worms, and thy Body full of Ulcers and putrefying Sores. 
Bur even under thel Calamities, thou wouldſt do well, 


7thly, To confider the Degree and Meeſure of thy Suffer- 
ings: For there are a great many Remiſſions in Pain, and 
Diverſions under Trouble. No Man is perpetually upon 
the Rack, without being ſoon out of it. Either the Fire 
will be extinguiſn'd, or the Habitation burnt to Aſhes: 


The Fury of the Torment will ceaſe, or Nature will be 


conſumed, and the Sufferer grow inſenſible. 


Theſe are the Arguments of the Stoic Philoſophers upon 
- this Topic; which are much improv'd by the Chriſtian No- 
tions of. the Goodneſs of God, and the ſeaſonable Interpo- 
ſition of a Wiſe Providence. We are troubled on every ſide, 
y2Cora8,s. Ver nor diftreſſed ; we are perplexed, but not in de- 
| | ſpair ; perſecuted, but not forſaken ; caſt down, but 

1 1Cor 10.19] ot defrayed +: For Gad is faichful, who will not 
| ſuffer us te be tempted above that we are able; but will with the 
Temptati-n alſo make a way to eſcape, that we may be able to bear 
ia lt 8thh, 
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$:hly, Let it be thy Comfort, that Affli ions are neceſ- 


fary for rhe Increaſe and Diſcovery of Piety. Many a 
Verrue would be obſcur'd in Darkneſs, if Adverſity did not 


pierce thro' the Cloud, and make it conſpicuous and re- 


markable. As the Body is ſtrengthen'd by Exerciſe, and 
Habits are acquir'd by frequent Uſe and Practice; ſo the 
Mind is capable of Improvement by Oppoſition, and makes 
a glorious Progreſſion in Vertue, by haz:rdous Tryals and 
Rencounters. The Weight which depreſſes the Palm, rai- 
ſes it to a more conſpicuous Height; and the Wind that 

ſhakes and toſſes the Oak, does bur looſen the Earth, that 
che Root may take a deeper Foundation, and cling more 
cloſely abour rhe Rocks. 

Before Patience can have her perfect Mork, ſhe muſt face a 
Tyrant, and ſtruggle in a Dungeon. ITis the Battel muſt 
try the Soldier, and the Storm the Pilot: For Courage it 
ſelf would lie dormant in an heroic Soul; or, at leaſt, would 
not be diſtinguifh'd from Neiſe and Bluſter, if Adverſity 
did not bring it to the Touch-ſtone, and Danger diſcover 
the Reality from a Counterfeit. 


9thly, The Short Continuance of Affliction is another 
weighry Conſideration, and may adminiſter no ſmall Com- 
fort to thoſe who are exercis'd therewith. Our «,, Cor.4.19) 
light 4ffiitons (ſays St. Paul) are but for a No-. 
ment *; only for a little inconſiderable time, whilſt we 
als as 8 and Pilgrims thro' this rempeſtuous 
orld. The Tyrant's Power is confin'd to the Body, and 
can extend no further than Human Life: When the Soul 
is diſ. united from her Fleſnly Habitation, the Bondage ſhall 
have an End, and the Sufferer is to be exempted from any 
further Return of Torments and Calamities. | 
1othly, To put a final Period ro our Complaints, let us 
conſider the Reward of our Aſſtictions. They 2 
that ſow, in Tears, ſhall reap in Foy: They that ſuf- : =y = * 
fer with Chriſt, ſhall reign with him f. The Crown 5 
ſhall foltow the Creſt, and the Temples which were wound- 
ed with Thorns, ſhall ſparkle with Gems, and be refulgent in 
Glory. The greater the Pain, the higher the Renown ; 
and the more terrible the Adverſary, che more ſignal the 


Victory, 


| 
i 
| 
= 
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Victory. Danger precedes Honour; and the ho 
the Engagement, the richer. the Spoils. Oh! Bleed 
. and thrice happy are ye that are perſecuted for 
Teer Reghreouſneſs ſake, and when ye do well, and ſuffer 
for it, take it patiently * : Happy are ye, in the Service of 
your God, and in the Government of your Paſſions : Happy 
are ye, in the Aſſiſtances of the Spirit, and the Applauſes of 
a good Conſcience : Bur Happieſt of all, in the opes of E. 
ternity, and the diſtinguiſhing Favours of your ſuffering 
Redeemer. . | - + | | | 


at NN. x x & &. c &. Kit. Ex . c x . &. Be 
e 
* 8 


A Paraph 


raſe on Part of the 7th Chapter of the Revela- 
tions, fram the 14h V. to the End, C 


Heſe are the Saints of an undaunted Mind, 

1 Whom Heav'n by various Fryals hath reſin d: 
"Theſe are the Heroes of immortal Fame, 
Who come reſplendent from the ſcorching Flame. 
Theſe, with the ſpotleſs Lamb, have ſhed their Blood, 
And drench'd their Garments in the Crimſon Flood. 
Still, ſtill, the Martyrs glory in the Stains, 

And whiten'd Innocence in Scarlet Robes remains. 


What Gems ? What Crowns, muſt be on You beſtow'd, 5 


Ye ſuff ring Legion of a Bleeding God ? 

Erernal Anthems dwell upon your Tongues, - 

And joyful Cherubins repeat your Songs : 

Your Great Redeemer, on his ſplendid Throne, 

Sits in the midft, the Chorus to adorn ; 

Majeſtic Razs, reflected from his Head, 

Their dazling Honours round your Temples ſpread ; 
Whuſt Ye, thro' endleſs Nights, and endleſs Days, 
Adore his Triumphs, and proclaim his Praiſe. . 


O happy 
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O happy Conquerors! Ye now are free 
From all Diſaſters of Mortality: 
Ye grieve no more, no more your panting Breath 
Shrinks at th' Approaches of relentleſs Death. 


No more ſhall Pride or Vanity excite 
The greedy Efforts of the Appetite. 
No rav'nous Hunger ſhall the Needy ſlay, 
Nor Feav'riſh Thirſt on che parch'd Vitals prey. 
No boiſt'rous Winds ſhall rage, no piercing Colds, 
Nor ſcorching Heats annoy immortal Souls, | 
The Heav'nly Region's free from both Extreams, 
Of Northern Froſt, and the fierce Southern Beams. 


O Happy Flock ! You, the Grear Shepherd feeds, 
And Angels Food ſupplies your wonted Needs. TS 
You reſt your — Limbs in Fields of Bliſs, 

And drink the cooling Streams of Paradiſe. 
God wipes the Tears from your afflicted Face, | 
And ſmiling Mirth returns, and fills the vacant Place. 
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FEPEEELEEEFEDEDEDEL YE! 
HTMN I 


T is the Lord's Mercies that we are not conſumed ; becauſe 

hifCompaſſuns fail not. (Lam. 3. 12.) 

They are new every * Great is thy Fairhfulnef 
nd Truth, O Gcd (V. 23.) 
| The Lord is my Portion, faith my Sou; therefore wil 7 hope 
in him. (V. 24.) 

The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the Soul 
that ſceketh bim. (V. 25.) 

It is good that a Men ould both hope, and quietly wait for 
the Salvation of the Lerd. (V. 26.) 


Ie is good for a Man, that be bear the Toke in his Durb, and 


giveth his Cheek to him that ſiniteth him (V. 27.30.) 

Bar ir 1s better to fall into the Hand of God, than into the 
Hand of Man ; and to be viſited by a Father, than to be 
ſcourged by a | Revenger. (2 Sam. 24. 14.) 

For tho he cauſe Grief, yet will he — Compaſſion, accord. 
ing to the Multitude of his Mercies. (Lam. 3+ 32+ 

For he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the Children of 
Men. (V. 33.) 

Oh! Bleſſed i is the Man whom thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, and 
reacheſt him in thy Law. * — 94. 12.) 

© That thou mayſt give Patience in the time of Ad 
until the Pit be digged up for the Ungodly. (V. 13.) * 

F the Lord had not helped me, it had not failed but my Soul 
had been put to filence. (V.17.) 

But when I ſaid, my Foot hath ſlipped, thy Mercy, 0 Lord, 
held me up. (V. 18.) 

In the . of the ſorrows that I had in my N thy 


Comforts have refreſhed my Soul. (V. 19.) 


HYMN 
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N the way of thy Fudgments, O Lord, have we waited 

for thee : The Deſire of our Soul is to thy Name, and to the 
Remembrance of thee. (Iſa. 26 8. 

Lord, in treuble have we viſited thee ; we poured out 4 Pray. 


er, when thy chaſtening was upon us. (V.16.) 

Like as a Woman with Child, that draweth near the time of 
her Delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs ; ſo have 
we been in thy fight, O Lord. (V. 17.) 

When we have been bound in Fetters, and holden in Cords of 
Aiction, (Job 36. 8.) 

Then God ſheweth us our Work, and our Tranſgreſſions that - 
we have exceeded. (V. 9) 

He openeth alſo our Ear to Diſcipline, and commandeth that 
we return from Iniquity. (V. 10.) 3 

I, even I am the Man, who have ſeen Affliction, and have 
ſuck d out Honey from Nu mmood and Gall. (Lam 8.20.) 

Many Oxen have come about me; Fat Bulls of Baſan have 
cloſed me in on every ſide. (Pl. 22.12.) 

They gape upon me, as it were 4 ramping and a roaring Liong 
and the Council of the Wicked layeth Siege againſtme. (V.13,16 ) 

Tet tho' I walk thro' the Valley of the Shadow of Death, Iwill 
fear no Evil: For thou art with me, thy Red and thy Staff come 
fort me. (Pl. 23. 4) | | 

Thy right Hand alſo ſball hold me up, and thy loving Corres 
Aion ſhall make me greet. (Pl. 18.35.) | 

Oh! Happy 3s the Man whom Cod correfleth : therefore 
deſpiſe thou not the chaſtening of the Almighty. (Job 5.17.) 

For he maketh ſore, and bindeth up; he woundeth, and 
bis Hands make whole. (V. 18.) 

He ſhall deliver thee 711 Troubles ; yea, in ſeven there 
ſhall no Evil touch thee. (V.19.) | 
In Famine he ſhall redeem thee from Death, and in War, 
frem the Power of the Sword, (V.20.) | 

In ever) Calamity of Lite, he is the moſt condoling 


Spectator; in every Affi&ion he is afflicted with thee. 


PRATER 


Q 
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| PRATER I. 


O Han, whoſe never. failing Providence ordereth all 
things both in Heaven and Earth; T humbly be. 
cell for 8 ſeech thee to put away from me all hurtful 
ter . things, and give me thoſe good things which 
be profitable for me, rhro' Jeſns Chriſt my Lord. 4. 


p RATE R II. 


O Bleſſed Lord, who permitteſt not thy People to be 
rempred beyond their Abilities; but art ready to af 
ſiſt choſe who ſuffer for a good Conſcience; grant to me thy 
Servant, who am militart here upon Earth, ſuch Reſoluti- 
on and Conſtancy under all my Afflict ions, that according to 
the Example of thy Neble Army of Martyrs, I may have R. 
ett unto the Recompence of Reward, and bear the Miſeries of 
a Temporary Death, upen ſure and certain Hopes of Eternal 
Life, thro? Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. © 
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MEDITATION. 


AM ſurpriz'd ro ſee how the Generality of the World 
run frantic with Foy; and can always find Variety of 

| Objects ro divert and entertain themſelves with, whilſt 
I remain in a Stare of Melancholy and Dejection, and 
have perpernally ſome unlucky Accident to fret and diſcom - 
poſe my Soul!” What! ſay. I, do the Clouds gather over 
my Head, and the Sun thed his Rays every where elſe ? 
Does Heaven frown upon me, and {mile upon the reſt of 
the Creation? Is there Impartialiry in the Ways: of Pro- 
vidence, and no Counſel or Forecaſt in the Works of the 
Almighty ? No, no: The Judge of all the Earth . gay 16.255 
muſt do ripghe*; The Lord is 4 Gd of Knowledge, n 
and by him Actions are weighed +, and the Quali. f * Sn 2 
cations of Perſons are diſtinguiſhed. God is a Being of inſi- 
nite Perfections, and it is impoiiible that his Wildom, ſhould 
err, or his Juſtice be perverted. Altho' there is no Founda- 
tion for Merit in my ſinful Nature, and by cohſequeuce 
I muſt have but little reaſon to expect the diftinguiſhing 
Marks of the Almighty's Favour; yet I glory in my Cres. 
tion after the nage of God, and in my Redemption by the 
B ood of his darag Son: And from hence I hope that 1 
tball have ſome Allowances 9 for my Actions, and ſhall 
2 never 
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never experience the Severity of his Judgments, The 
Flocd i are riſen, O God, the Floods are riſen, and the Waves of 
* Adverfiry bave beat over my Soul: Bur what I endure, is no 
more than the Entail upon Humanity, and the common 
Portion of all the Sons of Adam; and therefore tis in vain 
to murmur at the Diſpenſations of Providence, or to roſs 
and fume under my preſent Condition. Worldly Mirth is 
not a thing ſo eſſential to Felicity, that a Man muſt be in 
a State of real Miſery without it: Neither are the Hy. 
mours of Mankind ever the more rational and entertain. 
"ing, for ſome Modiſh and frothy Levities. Sorrow is better 
adapted to finful Nature, than Mirth ; and that Man gives 
greater Proofs of his Wiſdom, who is penſive here that he 
may be joyful hereafter, than he who ſells the Reverſion of 
Eternal Fey to purchaſe the merry Character of a Comic or 
a Buffoon. . 

I have been oftentimes confounded at the Madneſs and 
Jjollity of this debauch'd World; and view'd with an a- 
king Heart that Air of Chearfuineſi, which always appears 
in the Countenances of thoſe, who have the leaſt regard 
to their Morals or Reputation. oy Eten $2 1 
TCertainly nothing can be the Occaſion of this fatal 
Miſtake, but Inconſiderateneſs or Stupidity; a depraved 
Nature, or an harden'd Conſcience. For if your. Gay and 
Lively Spirits would but a little retire into their own 
Breaſts, and by the Help of a Religious Solitude allow 
themſelves Leiſure to reflect upon their preſent Circum- 
ſtances, they would find Cauſes enough to damp their 
Mirth, and perplex their Pleaſures. | 

There is ſome Mixture and Alloy in all Worldly 
Things; and Chance and Hazard purſue our moſt probable 
Undertakings. Miſery has the general Aſcendant over 
Proſperity ; and the bitter Ingredients are fo prevalent in 
the . of our Temporal Felicity, that Nature is 
fowr'd, and the Appetite pall'd in the midſt of Enjoy 
ment. | | 
When I would applaud my felf for my Forecaſt and 
Management, and think that I have made ſuch a wiſe 
Proviſion againſt all future Diſaſters, that I can ſay to 1 
1 Soul, Thou haſt much Goods laid up for many Tears, 
F tale thine Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry * : Yet 
even then, ſome unthought- of Diſappointment croſſes — 


] 
| 
\ 
1 
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Expectation, and breaks in upon my Gluttony. In the 
Heighr of Laughter the Heart is ſorrowful, and pains as 
the End of all my Mirth is Heavineſs . My OV 
Joy is but like the Crack/ing of Thorns under a }Eccl. 7 6 
Pot T, loud and noifie, fierce and ſurprizing; " Ow 
Bur the Blaze is ſoon exringuiſhid, and rhe momentary 
Hear is but of little Uſe. 48 

O Lord, Remove far from me Vanity and Trifles, and fix 
my Thoughts upon ſomerhing ſolid and — And, as 
the Pleaſures and Enjoyments of this World decay, ſo 
let my Mind be refreſh'd with the Society and Entertain - 
ments of Paradiſe eee 
If my Bodily Health decays, and the Arrows rf the Al. 
mighty drink, up my Spirits ; let me grow in Grace, and com- 
fort my ſelf with the Salvation of my Soul. | 

If my Eſtate be reduc'd, or my Honour diminiſh'd, let 
me lay up Treaſure in Heaven, and ſeek Promotion from 
him who will glorifie the Juſt | | 588 | 

If my Family be ſnarch'd away in their Bloom, and my 
Friends and Acquaintance go down to the Grave before me ; 
let me conſider, that a Second and more joyful Meeting 
will ſpeedily enſue; and that the erueſt and moſt laſting 
Friendſhip will commence in another State. 9 8 


1 
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Part of gde 88th Psalu Tranſlated, 


PRopirious Cod! The Author of Relief, 
To whom my weary'd Soul imparts her Grief 
To whom, I all the Day and Night complain, 
Bur all the Day and al the Night in vain; © 
Afford ar laſt a kind relenting Ear, * 
And grant Admittance to my mournful Pray'r : 
For Sorrow has my ſhiv'ring Soul poſſeſt, | 
And racking Pains dart thro* my panting Breaſt. 
This mouldring Frame decays, and ſinks apace ; 
My Cheeks grow pallid, and my Spirits waſte : 
Each coming Day adds Weight to my Diftreſs, 
And rediovs Nights my ceaſeleſs Pains increaſe : 
A ſudden Deadneß does each Parr ſurprize; 
Weakneſs runs thro' my Limbs, and Dimneß o'er my Eyes. 


Extended, like the Breathleſs Corpſe, I ly, 

Lopr by the crue Hand of Deſtiny. 

There's no Remembrance of my ancient Fame; 

My Streneth is waſted, and extinct my Name. 

To dark Oblivion is my Life convey'd, 

Low as the Pit, and Gloomy as rhe Shade; 

Yer the Almighty ſtill exerts his Hate, | 

Still on my Shoulders piles the pond'rous Weight, 0 

And ſinks my bending Knees beneath their Fate. 

Legions of Ills about my Dwelling rove, ß, 

And Troops of Pains in ſwift Succeſſion move, 

By various Turns Yatrack my trembling Soul, 

As riſing Billows after Billows row], | 

And, charg'd with reſtleſs Indignation, roar, 
Io ſpend their foaming Malice on the Shoar. 


To 
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* 


To all this Fury, I am naked left, 
Of Comforrs and of Friendſhip both bereft. 
There's no Condoling Neighbour to be found; 
No Ear to hear my Cries, no Hand to cure my Wound. 
Like the poor Pris'ner, I muſt hug my Chain, 
From all things Baniſh'd, bur Inceſſant Pain. 
The Savage Race of Men deride my Grief, 
And ſhun 4 Wretch, to whom they owe Relief. 


sse Ly hooks Fo ese ese ned E nefarious 


HYMN I. ; 


HAT is my Strength, that I ſhould hope? And what is 
my End, that I ſhould prolong my Life? (Job 6 11.) 
Is my Strength the Strength of Stones ? Or is my Fleſh 
Breſs 2? (V. 12.) | N 2 
Oh ! that my Grief were thoroughly weighed, and my Cala- 

mit laid in the Ballances together ] (V. 20 n 

For the Terrors of the Lord do ſet themſelves in array againſt 
me; * the Poiſon of his Arrows drinketh up my Spirits. 


a 2 
Mine Eye a; is dim by reaſon of Sorrow, and all my Mem- 
bers are as 4 Shadow. (Ch. 17.7.) | | 

When I lecked for Good, then Evil came unto me; and when 
I waited for Light, there came.Darknefs. (Ch. 30.26.) 

My Bowels 1 and reſted not; the Days of Aﬀiiion 
prevented me, [V. 27.) I 

I went mourning without the Sun: I. ſtood up, and cried in 
the Congregation. (V. 28. | | 
* Cy 4 Brother to Dragons, and 4 Companion of Owls. 

29. | | 

My Harp alſo is gurned into Mourning, and my Organ into 
the Voice of them that weep. (V. 31.) | | 

All the Daughters of Muſic are brought low, and the joyful 
Virgins han = their Heads. (Eccl. 12 4.) 

The new Wine mourneth, the Vine languiſheth, and all the 
merry heurted do ſigb. (Ia. 24.7.) 
An Q 4 The 
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The Mirth of Tabrets ceaſeth ; the Noiſe of them that rejoice 
endeth; and the Fey of the Land is gone. (V. 8, 11.) | 


HYMN II. 


0 kleng wilt thou forget me, O Lord, for ever? How 
long wilt thou hide thy Face from me? (Pl. 13.1.) 

How long ſhall I ſeek, Counſel in my Soul, and be ſo vexed in my 
Heart? How long ſhall mine Enemies triumph over me? (V. 2.) 

Thou haſt made us a vey Strife unto our Neighbours, and our 
Enemies laugh us to ſcorn. (Pſ. 80. 3.) 

Conſider mine Advorſarios, hem many they are; and they bear 
8 tyrannous Hate againſt me. (Pf. 25. 16.) 

Bow down thine Ear, and hear me, O Lord my God : Ligh- 
ten mine Eyes, that I ſlcep not in Death. (Pl. 13. 3.) 

Turn thee unto me, and have Mercy upon me: for I am do- 
folate and in Miſery. (V. 15.) | | 

O keep my Soul, and deliver me : Let me not be confounded ; 
for I have put my truſt in thee. (Pl. 25. 15.). 

Look upon mine Adverſity and Miſery, and forgive me all ny 
Lin. (V. 17.) 

For thy Wrath endureth but the twinkling of an Eye; and in 
eh Preſence Life, and at thy right Hand the Fulneſs of Joy 
for overmore. (Pl. 3 o. 5.) | 

Oh ! feed me no longor with the Bread of Tears, nor give me 
Te of Tears to drink (Pſ. 80.5.) . 

For Heavineſs in the Heart of Man maketh it ſoop ; but a 
good Word from thee maketh it glad. (Prov. 12.15. 

ob Flet thy Comforts refreſh my Soul in the Multitude of the 
Sorrows that I have in my Heart. (Pſ. 94. 19.) 

For thou only canſt turn my Heavineſs into Foy : Thou canſt 
aut off my Sapkeloth, and gird me with my 7 (Pf. 30.11.) 

Great are the Troubles of the Righteous ; but the Lord deli- 
vereth him cut of all. (Pl. 34. 19 ) "0 

The Lord delivereth the Souls of his Servants ; and all they 


that put their t1uſt in him, ſha'l not be deſtitute. (V. 22.) 


* 


PRATER 
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PRATER J. 


Almighty and Everlaſting God, mercifully look upon 

my Infirmities ; and in all my Dangers ce for 34 
and Neceſſuies ſtretch forth thy Right Hand Se». ft. n. 
ro help and deliver me, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 
Amen. 


PRATER Il, 


O God, merciful Father, that deſpiſeſt not che Sighing 
of a contrite Heart, nor the Deſire of 

ſuch as be ſorrowful; mercifully aſſiſt the Pray- 

ers that I make before thee in all my Troubles and Adver- 
ſities whenſoever they oppreſs me; and graciouſly hear 
me, that thoſe Evils, which the Craft or Subtilty of the De- 
vil, or Man worketh againſt me, be brought ro nought, and 
by rhe Providence of thy Goodneſs they may be diſperſed; 
that I thy Servant being hurt by no Perſecutions, may ever. 
more ęive thanks unto thee in thy Holy Church, chro 
Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. | 
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Providence in this lower World, and how Re. 
wards and Puniſhments are not always propor- 
tioned ro the Quality of Mens Actions; I learn Content- 
ment under my Misfortunes, and am willing wich 
Mien, to exrect my Portion in a better State. Alas! the 
Entertainments of this World are coarſe, and the Compa- 
ny is diſagreeable. The beſt of Men meer with indiffe. 
rent Reception, and the moſt Deſerving muſt oftentimes 
fubmir to the worſt of Misfortunes. Mines and Galleys have 
been the Inheritance of Saints ; and Fire and Faggot the 
E tertainment of Martyrs. Flouriſhing Vice may regale 
her ſelf vi h Plenty and Affſuence, and all her Advocates 
and Profeſſors ſpread abroad liks a Palm Tree in Leban : 
Bur afflicted Vertue remains ſtill under a Cloud, and has 
not a wars the Privilege to diſplay her own Glory, or en- 
rich her Proſfei:res with any Marks of Diſtinction. It is 
not\ever, Palate can be fed with Manna, nor every Back 
can be clothed in Purple: Bur ſome Parr of us muſt bear 
the Frowns of Fortune, and be expos'd to the Rage of 
Hunger and Thirſt, and the Preſſures of Cold ** = 


Wi 1 conſider the various Diſpenſarjons of 
X, | 
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kedneſs. Earth muſt be our Bed, and Heaven our Cano- 
py, whilſt Winds and Tempeſts diſturb our Repoſe, and 
Damps and Vapours benumb our Limbs. | 

My Bleſſed Saviour was born in a Stable, and laid in 4 
Manger, becauſe his repured Parents were nor of Ability 
to procure Lodgings in the Inn. The whole courſe of his 
Sojourning here upon Earth, was one continu'd Scene of 
Affliction; and the moſt remarkable Paſſages of his Life 
ſeem in ſome meaſure tranſacted ro dignifie and ennoble 
Poverty. He ſuffered the Princes of this World to ſwell 
with lofty Titles, and Hercd and Pontius Pilate to Lortl it 
over Zuden ; whilſt He, the Supream Monarch of the U- 
niverſe, had no Place in his Dominions to lay bis 


Head. 

Why therefore ſhouldſt thou be fo diſſatisſied at the 
Government of this Lower World, and repreſent thy own 
Circumſtances as an Argument againſt the Goodneſs and 
Juſtice of Providence? Why ſhouldſr thou think ir hard 
ro be thruſt our of thy Employment, and deprived of rhy 
Parrimony, when Chriſt himſelf came to his „ch. 1 11 
own, and his own received him not. God, per- 1 
hays foreſaw that thou wouldſt 'grow proud with Plenty, 
coverous by Increaſe, and wamon in Proſperity; and 
therefore his Wiſdom might conſult thy Intereſt, by pla- 
cing thee at a diſtance, from a Temptation; and might 
withdraw the Fewel from thy Luſte, by diminifhing ri 
Forrune, and reducing thy Circumſtances. 

It is thy indiſpenſible Duty to conſider, that thy Portion 
in this Life extends no farther than Fogd and Rayment ; and 
as long as thou art not deſtitute of a neceſſary Subſiſtence, 
thou haſt no pretence or ground for Complaint. 

* Place me (ſays Seneca) amongſt Princes or Beggars, 
* the one ſhall not make me proud, nor the other a- 
* ſham'd. I can rake as ſound a Sleep in a Barn as a 
* Palace; and a Bundle of Hay is as good a Lodging to 
me as a Bed of Down. Every thing that is neceſſary 
to the Support of Life is cheap, and eaſie ro be obrain'd ; 
and the good Providence of God is never defective in 
this ſort of uſeful Proviſion. Nature is not very ſollici- 
tous about her Cook or her Kitchen; and Reaſon never 
rormen:s her {elf with a Number of Servants, or a Va- 
riety of Diſhes. A little covers the Back, and /eft feeds 

the 
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the Belly, Coarſe Diet will appeaſe the Appetite, and 
a Cup of Cold Water quench the Thirſt. SF 
Wh, then ſhou!d I be always gratifying my Pride, 
or humouring my Fancy? Why thould Curioſity car. 
ry me into Exceſſes, and Cuſtom into Luxury and 
Wanronneſs* Is there no Contentment, but in Coach. 
e and Liveries ? No Happineſs, but in the Magnifi- 
cence of Solomon, and the Treaſures of Dives ? If 
am defended from Cold, what does it fignifie, whe. 
ther 1 be wrapp'd in Silk, and ſhine in Scarlet, or 
have nothing but a Coat of Camels Hair upon my 
Back, and a Leather Girdle about my Loins ? If I 
am ſufficiently arm'd againſt Hunger and Thirſt, 
where is the difference, whether I be ſerv'd in an 
Earthen Bowl, or a Lordly Diſh ? Na», whether my 
Meat it ſelf be Locuſt and wild Honey, or my Table 
furaifh'd with the moſt delicious Varieties of Na. 
er 
* is only a Competency of this World, and a Ne. 
ceſſary Proviſion for Life, that can be the reaſonable 
Defire or Aim of a Chriſtian: More than this, would 
be rather a Burden than a Pleaſure; and may ſervo 
to increale my Cares, but never to augment. my 


Happineſs, 4 | 


* 
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C nothing pleaſe thy Pride, or Wants ſuffice, 
Bur rich Embroidery, and Tyrian Dyes ? 
Will nothing ſcreen thee from the piercing Cold, 
But Silken Garments ſtiff with Maſſy Gold? 
Muſt Seas be croſs d, and Earth be travers'd o'er, 
And Toys imported from a Foreign Shore? - 
Muſt Saba's Spices, and Arabia's Gums 
Refreſh thy Noſtrils with their rich Perfumes ? 
Can nothing court thy Eye, bur Poliſh'd Stones, 
And ſparkling Ranks of well-ſer Diamonds ? 
Canſt ne'er be decently array'd, unleſs 
In-gawdy Veſtments of the wanton Eaſt ? 


How happy might'ſt thou be without this Toil, 
T'th' Homely Products of thy Native Soil? 

How happy p If thy reſtleſs carking Mind 
To Reaſon's ſober Dictates were confin'd ? 


Ob! if. kind Heav'n would be ſo much my Friend, 
To make my Fate upon my Choice depend. 

Would God bur bleſs me with a Mean Eſtate, 
Too ſmall for Envy, and for Scorn too great; 
Such as would Thrifry Nature's Wants ſupply, 
And guard me from th' Aſſaults of Miſery: 

I would, I would reſtrain my looſe Defire ; 

No craving Luſt ſhould make my Soul aſpire, 
Nor Pride nor Envy dare to lift me high'r. 

No Stately Edifice ſhould be my Home, 

Bur a poor Rural Cort with Halls of Lome : 

No Mimic Painting ſhould my Roof adorn, 
Nor glaring Lights in Silver Sconces burn : 

No griping Officers my Door beſet, 

Nor hungry Servants round my Table wait. 


Book V. 


- But ſince Offended Heav'n, (for Reaſons known 
Beſt to himſelf, ) will on my Wiſhes frown ; 
Since the All-wiſe and Mighty God will try 

My Vertues by the Plagues of Poverty; 

Arm'd with Submiſſion, Ill encounter Fate, 
And learn Contentment in the worſt Eſtate. 
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0 j That Men would praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, 
* and declare the Wonders that he doth for the Children 
of Men & (Pſal. 107. 8.) x 
For he ſatitſieth the empty Soul, and filleth the hungry Soul 
with Goodneſs. (V. 9.) | 4 | | 
His Eyes conſider the Poor, and his Eye lids try the Children 
of Men. (Pſal. 11.5.) | | 
Come hither, ye Sens and Daughters of Affliction, and re. 
Frain your Voice from weeping for 4 time, and your Eyes 
from Tears. (Jer. 31. 16.) | | 
Take the Word of Conſolation from the Mouth of 
Mercy ir ſelf, and let your Faith be ſtrengrhned by the O- 
racles of Truth. | | 
IWhen the Poor and Needy ſeek Water, and there is none, 
and their Tongue faileth for Thirſt, (Tia. 41. 17.) 
I the Lord wil hear them, I the God of Jacob will not for- 
fuke them. (Ibid.) | a 
7 I will pen Rivers in higþ Places, and Fountains in the 
idſt of Valleys. (V. 18.) 
I will make the Wilderneſs a Pool of Water, and the dry 
Land Springs of Water. (Ibid.) | 
T will give Power to the Faint, and to them that have no 
Might will I increaſe Strength. (C. 40 29.) ; 
Be nor therefore difturb'd, O mj; Soul, under thy pre- 
ſem Circumſtances, nor murmur at the Diſpenſations of 


Proz idence. 


* Submit 
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Submit with Patience, and ſuffer w ith Reſignation; . 
then the Almighty ſball, be th Fun port in due ſeaſon, and 
Heaven the Reward of Afflicted Vertue. 


HTMN II. 


CGYE me, O Lord, the Endowments of a Meek Spirit; 

and let others. 7505 the Grandeur and Affluence of 

this World. 

Let Humility be my Inberitance, and Pu. ity the Orna- 

ment of the Inward Man. 

© Then ſhall I nor be ſollic tous, tho' mv Head be humbled 
in Aſhes, and my Lains elothed nit * open Frock. (Eccius. ; 

o. 3, 4. 

Fn For. * is the bin of H nour 5 but Riches 
pave tho Way to Deſftry&ion. - ' 5 

Who had the Gee praached unto them but che P:oy ? 
And who were under the Sentence of Roprebarien, bur the 
Rich and Noble 2 (Lu. 4. 18. 1 Cor. 1. 26.) | 

My Saviour's "= ngdom ij not of this World; neither are bis 
Servants diſtin a by Purple and Scopters. | 
Is bloat —— thar pampers her Votaries, and 
wanton Plenty that transforms Men into Brures 

Bur ſpire. Diet ls a Curb to Licentiouſneſs, and an hard 
Bed the Mortification of Luft. 

When Feſurun waxed fat, he kicked ; and when the If elites 
were ſurfeired with Quails, they ſpurned at the Munifi- 
cence of the Donor. (Deut. 32. 15. Pſal. 105.40.) 

Bur Gratitude was the Effect of their drow, and Obe- 
dience flow'd from Indigence and Pove 

The ſleek Adulderers are like fed Hoſes, and every Street 
8 their Neiglung after. their Neixhbuurs Mor. 

er. 5 

But Abſtinence is the Guard of Chaſtity, and an unpam- 
per d Appetite rarely attempts the Nuptial Bed. 


FY ® 


— 


PRAYER 


| 
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PRAYER I. 
1 Beſeech thee, Almighty God, look upon che afflicted 
e 


State of thy Humble Servant, and ſtretch forth the 
cult. for 3d Sung, Tight Hand of 15 to be my Defence 


i» Lent. againſt all my Enemies, thro" Jeſus Chriſt 
my Lord. Amen. 
PRATER II. 


O Holy and Bleſſed Lord, who refpeReſt not the Perſons of 
| Men, and haſt made the Poor as capable Sal- 
vation as the Rich; Give me ſuch Courage and Pati- 
ence under all the bitter Treatment of this World, 
that I may meet with poor Lazarw's Fortune in another; 
and finally, with the ſuffering Part of thy Militam 
Church, may be tranſplanted into Abraham's Boſom, and 
have the Miſeries of my Poverty rewarded with the 
everlaſting Riches of thy Son's Kingdom. Amen. 
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My Loins eve filled with « loathſome. Diſcaſe, and _ehers in na 
; + |», Soundneſs in my. Fleſh. E 
5 Ya 


MEDITATION 


HEN I conſider the Compoſition of my Bo- 

dy, and irs natural Tendency to Duſt and Cor- 
| ruption ; I can't in reaſon expect. P iry 
in this World, nor be ſurpriz'd at thoſe Deca;s bg; Pains 
which are preparative to my unavoidable End. I know. 
the Infirmiry-ot my Fleſh, and che Frailty of my Nature; 
and I muſt be contented to poſſeſi Months of La- 1 . % 

nity, and xun throꝭ the weariſame Night: wick 

are appointed to me. I am caſt into this World as a 
baniſh'd Criminal, and muſt be ready to encounter with n | 
Malice of. Men and the, Temptation of Devils. My Body. 
was deſigned for Suffering,. and not Enjoyment; and 1 
cannot expect the Pleaſure of Paradiſe, whilſt I am un- 
der the Confinemenrt of a Priſon. |. Arts L 34 | 
Caſt thy Eyes, round about thee,, O Man, and view the 
deplorable Trophies which Pains and Sickneſſes have ere. 
ed amongſt thy Fellow-Creatures. See the Maiming of 
the Body, and the Diſtraction of the Mind in thy on 
Species: See the Loſs of Limbs, and the Disfiguring of 
ountenances in ſome of thy neareſt Relations and AC- 


quaintande. This Man's Soul - bewed down to the Duſt, ew 
that 
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that Man's Belly may cleave to the Earth. The Strength of 
the Traveller may be dried like 4 Potſheard, and the 
Bones of the Captive ſcorch'd like 4 Fire · brand. The Heart 
of the Prifoner may be the melring Nux in the midſt” of is 
Body; and the Joints of the arer's Loins looſed, and 
his rrembling Knees fmjre one agninſt nnobber. 


This, indeed, is a melancholy Proſpect, and the Lot 
ſeems to fall heavy upon the Si of Men: ut before Pity 
determines any rting in their Favour, let h look a little 
more narrowly into their Afflictions, and canvaſs the Grie. 


vances of the Clamorous and Diſaffected. Enquiry, per- 


quire different from 


haps, may better inform 1 ent ; and freſh Evi. 
; | 
laman 


dence may give a Turn to the 


the Repreſentation of the Comp 2 
Ir is natural, I own, for Men to weep in the Bitterneſs of 


their Soul, and to complain, when they are full of Bruiſes and 
putrifying Sores: But they would ſtill do well, not to per- 
mit their Pain to over- ſ way their Reaſon ; but to compare 
their Enjoyments with their Sufferings, and to make their 
Happineſt confront their Mzſery. For by this means they 
would frequently ſind Realon to rejoyee, where they are ſo 
forward to murmur ; or at leaſt, would complain with Mo- 
deratioſt, and ſigh and weep with Submiſſion. 
in the Caſe of Pain or Sickneſs, tis only che Body is 
« affited, and the Senſual and Animal Life is put into 
* Confufion : But the Spirit is impregnable, and rhe Em- 
** pire of che Soul can never be moved A Fall may 
break out Bones, or a Blaſt put out our Eyes: A Stroke 
from Chance may annoy the Brain, of the Hands of a' 
Tyrant rack our Limbs. A Difeafe may take of the 
* Sperd of 'a Footman, or bind the Hands of an Artifi- 
1 Fer; but the Mind is Mill at Hberty to Hear, Learn, 
«© Teach, Adviſe, and do all cher good Offiets f. The 
Bed may be a Place of Action, as well as the Camp; and 


the bearing of Corporal Angviſh, and the encountring 
with the Terrors of Death, à truer Probf of '"Heroig Cou- 
rage, chan the Diſmounting of 4 Cannon, or the Storming 


pf 2 Citadel. 
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„A Difeaſe, tis true, bars us of ſome Pleaſures; but 

it procures us others; and what it takes from the Body, 
* ft adds in a more valuable Capacity to the Soul f. E- 
ery Degrer of Pain may have its particular Alleviation; 


with Dragons and Scorpions. The 1 ** of Promiſe breeds 
no noxious Animal, and che bleſt Inhabitants are freed 
from Plagues and Infections. The ſure and certain Hes 
of Eternal Joy may filence the Outcries of the Afflicted, 
and bear down the Preſſure of momentary Pain. 

Since therefore the Shortneſs of our Life will not allow 
our Sufferings to be long; and the Goodneſs of God will 
reward their Temporary at's 7 with Everlaſting Felici-_ 
ty ; where are the Supports of Reafon, or the -Magnani- 
miry of Chriſtianiry, when we roſs and fling under the 
Burden of Humanity, and fill Heaven and Earth with 
Complaints upon every Hodily Diſorder ? = | 

Alas! we are born to Trouble, and are under a neceſſity 
of Dying; and we muſt endure Sickneſs as preparatory 
to our Diſſolution, and introductive to our Great Change. 
By the Laws of Narure, and the Progreſs of our Years, 
we muſt expect the Milk ro go out of our Rreafts, and 
the Moiſture to depart from our Rones, and that the De- 
cays and Infirthities of an helpleſs and doating Old Age 
will inevitably overtake us. Our Strength wil , og 10 
fail, and the Light of our Eyes go away from us: 2 
Our Fleſh will be clorhed with Worms and Clods of , abc #411 
Duſt ; our Skin be broken, and become loathſome f: N 
And it is in vain to expect the Reſtoration of our Louth, 


K . 
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or to depend perpetually upon the patching up of a decre- 
pit Body: It is in vain to truſt to the Virtue of Herbs, or 
rhe Beautifying of a Waſh, or to implore the Phyſician's 
Aid to ranſom our Life from the Tyranny of one Diſeaſe, 


and throw it into the Clutches of twenty more. 


P O E M. 
4 Paraphraſe on the Nine fof Verſes of the 102d 


PSALM. 


O Thou Protector of th' Oppreſt. 
To whom the Soul retires for Reſt; 
Lend, Lend a kind attentive Ear Ws 
To thy Afflicted Servant's Pray r. 

Let Mercy furniſh out a Cure, 
Great as the Pain which Lendure. 9 
uickly the healing Balm apply; 

Give ſpeedy Help, or elle I dye. 


Like fleeting Smoak before the Wind. 
Like trembling Miſts before the Sun; 
I feel, I feel my Life decline, 
And winged Hours fly poſting on. 


As fading Graß, my Strengrh's caſt down, 
My Vds loft, my Splendor gone: att 
Confum'd and wither'd hex » AY W HR. 
Nor will the wonted Food ſupply 1 5 w 
Exhauſted Nature's ſwift Decax. 


. «4g 


My lab'ring Soul's oppreſs'd& with Woe, 
And Sorrow hangs upon my Brow. . 
M; heavy Breath's employ'd in Groans „ 
My Fleſh is worn away with Moans ; as al 
Nor can my Skin keep in my Bones — 


© ws +» — Eo 


Ch. LI Of SICKNESS. 
None ſeems affected with my Pain, 
Or hears my. Voice when I complain. 


Juſt ſo the mournful Pelican, 
To th' loneſome Wilderneſs confin'd, | 
Laments to Trees, and ſighs ro Wind. 
uſt ſo the Owl avoids the Light, 


d to the gloomy. Realms of Night, 


For fear each ſawcy Bird of Prey 
Should chaſe her if ſhe flies by Day. 


In Watching and in Solitude, 
My melancholy Time's wy af Go 
I'm like a Sparrow, which hath fare, 

ing long her abſent Mare ; 

And on the loneſome Roof doth mourn, 
For fear the Wanderer ſhould not return. 

" Inſtead of Pirying my Woe, 
My Enemies more furious grow. 
Their Factious Tongues engender Strife, 
And Bloody. Hands attempt my Life. 
Mad with Revenge, they puſh on Fate, 
And curſe flow Death for coming late. 


I, all this while, have penſive ſate, 
Helpleſs, Forlorn and Deſolate: 
The mournful Aſhes on my Head 
In a ſad ſolemn Pomp are ſpread : 
Sackclorh ſurrounds my render Loins, 
And Tears ſupply the Place of Wines. 


Book v. 
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HYMN . 755 | 


Jp HEN I ſay, my Bed ſhall comfort me, cuuck 
ſhall eaſe my . (Job. 7. 13. a "7 
Then thou, O Lord, ſcareſt me with Brass and terrifiet 
me with Vifions. (V. 14- | 
Terrors are turned upon They purſue my Sou! a; the 
Wind ; and my Welfare valle ama 41 4 Cloud. (C. 30.15.) 
And now my Soul is poured out 21 we z 3 ' the 1 s of, * 
ction have taken hold upon me. V. 16 | 
My Bones are pipes in me in the 1 bebe. aud my Si 


_—_— 2 * p 4 
By reat force of my Diſeaſe is my 039) ed: 
Te 2 about as the Collar of my 658. er 

He hath caſt me int. the Mare, "and I am. 1 likg Duſt 
and Aſhes. (V. 19.) 
| Lord! hear me in the Day of Trouble, and the Nome, of he 
God of Jacob defend me. (Pf. 20. 10) | 

Withdraw thine Hand or Nom me, and id not * Dread 
make me afraid. (Job 13. 21.) 

Conſider my ee: : for Tam brought very : Aud 
* me _ my Perſecutars ; 3 fer they are. Pay rg fi me. 

142. 7,8 

yas my Soul out of Prien, ahd my \ Spirit. wa; Heevineſ, 


3.7. 

Thar I may celebrate thy Nate for thine + air Good: 
naß, and magnifice my Deliverer for his Generoſity ro the 
AMicted. (V. 7.) 
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S Sent > 4 henne 
H r 1 * II. | 
atſotver i th 15 * 8 Ab md 4. 
VI nn —_ the 2200 17 2 low Eſtate. es | 
85 
leave un the Lord ot me eg, that thew 
may Le at thy oft End. (V-3) 
* peak not 4640 with thy Lips, Mo ler nor thy fooliſh 
Heart fret agalnſt thy Maker, 
For Gold is tried in the Fire, and acceptable Men in the Fur. 


nace of Adverſity. (V. 5.) 
{ belp 4 thee ; * thy Way eright; 


Believe in God, and be [C7 
and truſt in him, (V. 
Look at the . of old, and ſte 5 Did ever any 
truſt in the Lor end was confounded ? (V. 10.) 
Or did ix bt Fear, and was forſaken? Or whom did 
be ever deſpiſe, that called wore bim W. eh 
2 and forgiveth Sins, and ſaverh 


in the time 
Man fuffer as Lene, Ke him not br afbamed 
1001 let 4 Get on bis "behalf, and triumph Een Vi 
ſitation. (t ! 16.) 
For wobe th 2 Hank end faint Hends, ann the Sin- 
t two ways. (Belus. 2. 12. 
75 2 that is faite: bearted; fir be believerb not, 
therefore ſhall he not be defended. TV 23.1" 7 : 
Who unto you that have loſt Patience: And what will you do 
when the Lord ſhall viſit you ? (V. 14.) 
But they that fear the Lord, will prepare their Hearts, and 
humble thesr Souls in his Sight. (V. 17.) 
Saying, We will fall into the Hands of the Lord, and not into 


the Hands of Men : For as his Majeſty e (V. 18.) 


| 
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GO. © © ww 
13 T & >F N 


. 1 
45 * 98 


P RAT ER I. 


O74 look down from Heaven, behold, viſit and re- 
_— heve thy. Feryznr : Look upon me wich che Eyes of 
Fife. of Sick, Thy Mercy ; give me Comfort and ſure Conf. 
ddence in thee: Defend me from the Danger 
of the Enemy, and keep me in perpetual Peace and Safe. 
ty, thro" Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


NN 


* 


EY 18 8 10 
681 . Wahn ans 128 Fa i} at N 

Hare, Almighty and, moſt merciful God. and, Swi 
I our; Extend thy accoſtomed Goodneſs to me thy 
wid. Servant, who am grieved with Sickneſs. Sanctife, 
I beſeech thee, this thy Fatherly Correction to me; 
chat the ſenſe of my Weakneſs may add Strength to ;my 

Faith, and. S. riouſneſs to my Repentance: That if it 
be thy good Pleaſure to reſtore me to my former Health, 
L may lead the Reſidue of my Life to thy Fear and in thy 
Glory: Or elſe give me Grace to take thy Viſitation pati- 
ently, chat after this painful Life ended, I may dwell with 
ein Life everlaſtiag, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


1 
i 


' -- > 
7 * - * 0 Ss 10 Th my 8 0 * + * \ . - 
. i _— » «1 z #4 \ HY. * k 
PRAYER: Ho! «kt 
- * . * — * 
* * % * 928 . 1 
* 48 N 'J * _ a 


the 


\ "Lv \ 
N \ 4 *, © 5 
5 V's ee A 
\ - * . . 9 5 * ww S. Y 
* 
* * 5 
+: % A ; 1 2 0 | d - \ ö 
4 6% 4+ * . 11 . & + * & © * 5 k 4 3 , * e i 
k * 
\ 8 l uh. ; 
1 9 . 7 * 1 . . 9 
* . 8 * * * : 
5 c % © "IT 0 » '* i * P 
N R „* þ . Ko. 4 IT\ } * A & * 
* * 1 


=. - 
, F . e L 1 
* 


CHAP. 


 eeTwy x 
' "hk * Th "x 
8 * % « 0 


- \ 3 % v1 1 * 11 24 . 
Ch, VM. » * * \ Wi 4 b ; 1 1 9 
1 - * F. 
I, $161EG, ; f IIe = 
F ' i , : * 1 - 1 * 3 . : 1 } ? CP 4 * F 4 A 
4TZ&6STEESZIESIIALAILASEELSS 
9 9 | 2 DQNOG 21492795 MN n Scan . 
1 iD 03 e074 r n e 01 
„ A P. VII. 
G. HA. J. 
F ' {4 . b 150 ; A * 
* $ E465 1h C53; 6 . 
* * 1 4 bu # a * % TY 
_ , N © Px Ft 2 1. ? d a4 
| 1 Ne 1 11 b C B. 
. V * . * e | — 
5 * '; „ , i S & & 9 i " . . j 1 


14 I 9 


14/4 


WE I — 


A Hand. ue £ 
=o, Fear ge not the Reprouch of Men, neither be afraid of 
avi ty 2 ,- their Revitangs. Hy 
' y 
vw MEDITATION. X 
XL MX 7HEN I conſult the Principles of Honour, and 
am guided by the Sentiments of this World; 1 

7 fuanſie the neareſt and moſt endearing of. all 
Earthly Enjoyments, is my 2 And I am ſome- 
times induc d to believe, that I could part with all other 
Temporal Bleſſings, if I could but keep this One Thing in- 
violable, Every. Slur upon my good Name galls me on 
the moſt tender Part, and touches my Soul to the very 
Quick, Stubborn Nature is willing to retaliate; the Inſo- 
lence of a Provocation would argue for the Lawfulneſs of 
Revenge, and Self- Defence ſuggeſts the Neceſſity of a 
Vindjcarlioa.. ' „ „ | 

But why, O my Soul, ſhouldſt thou maintain ſuch a 
Stiffneſs, and Inflexibiliry in thy Temper > Why ſnhouldſt 
thou depend ſo much upon à Chara&er, or infiſt upon 2 
ſenſleſs Pun#ilio of Honour? It is the Property of a great 
Mind to be above Detraction, and the Glory of pro. 19.11 
a Man to paſs over a Tranſgrefſion *®. Why chen 
ſhould a Chriſtian ceaſe to be a Gentleman, for pardoning 


his Enemies, and over-looking the Malice of an —— 
Why 


4 
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Why ſnould he __ — 2 * = Courage and 
Magnanimiry, for n anding, Satisfaction, and ven- 
turing his Blood with a or Bande Ob, 
thou Airy Bubble, and Myſterious Sound ! Thou Enemy 
ro Conſcience, and 71 to Chriſtianity! How fatal 
are thy Principles, aud diſgtaceſul thy Practices > What a 
——. of ther arg a thou — into 
t and 4 aſfunations 2 And what Ruig and Devaſtation 
doſt thou entall upon:Kingdomt and Rumi d 
And yet, notwi ing theſe frequent Heats and 


Combuſtions, theſe implacable Feuds and Rencounters 


between Men of Figure and Diſtinction, there is nothing in 
Scandal ro diſcompoſe the Temper, or ſink the Spirits of a 
Wiſe Man. The Empire of che Tongue is confin'd to this 
World, and the Contagion can reach no farther than Exter- 


"nal Bleſſings. The:*, Philoſophers 4" 1 chat 
Die 2 aer Falſs or True: If Falſe, tis an Injuſtice, 
and the Mind of the Defamer is a Sufferer, by doing an 
ill and baſe thing: If True, it diſcovers to us our own 
Faults, and may put us upon — 2 Reformation of Life, 
as may take away the Octaſſons of Reptoach for the fu- 
E 
Whatever we ſuffer inrhis World, we are no er re. 
ſpanſible for ir, than our Vice, or Folzes have adtniniftred to 
e Defamation. © If we lie under the Qbloquy, of an il 
Tongue, Patience and*Meekneſs are the proper Fence 
«againſt it 7. A* Conumely is an Indignity below the 
Conũderation of the very Law ; and nor worthy ei 
of a Revenge, or ſo much as a Complaint, It is © 
the Vexation and Infirmity of a weak Mind, as w 
zs the Practice of an Haughty and Infolent Nature, aud 
* fignities no more to a wiſe and ſober Man, thag an idle 
Dream, chat is no ſooner paſt; than forgotten . 
As long as I am confin'd to this World, I muſt expect 
to be blacked and aſpers'd; and J ought to be the more 
eaſie under the Treatment; becauſe an univerſal Chara - 
cter is impoſlible to be attain d; neither are all Tempers, to 


— 
— 
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be ſooth d, or alt Tongues ro be influenced in my favour. 

Wo unte you (ſays our Saviour) when Men * Luk. 6.36. 
can 


frok well of you. 


rain the on your de? Chriſtianity it 
ſelf was was every where ſpoken againſt, and the , ,, ._ 12 


Apoſtles forc d to AT thro' evil Report as well as 2 Cor. 6.8. 


Mp f. The Beprif® was repreſented as 
— a Devil, and our Saviour reproach'd for a 
maintaining a Confederacy with Beelzeþub |. The Abſtemi- 
ous Life and Religious Faſting of the Former was con- 
ſtrued the Effect of a nn jour of the Lav 

emper ; and the Frank. an en. viour of the * 
ter, ede for Glureny 

The Caſe. is mull th lame w 4. wid Obie bp nd Derain, 
and nothing can eſcape the Laſh awd * — of ſome vi- 
7 — Tongues. If a Then be of a ſtudions and — 

ative ary and willing ro, {{ himſelf from 
Notte and Fatigue GY the World, he ſhall — Ye be 
cried out upon for à {our —— Hypocrite: If a 
Briskneſs of Tempeg engages him moe frequently in 
Company, and inclines him to the innocent Freedoms of 
Converſation, he ſhah be, blam'd for aCUng leb his Chara. 
der, and contragy v hi Profeſſion. - 

So extreamly difficuls ĩs it for a Man tocatry bimſelſ up- 
right in the Eye of every Hady, and te befor blameleſs — 
innocent that Faction and Bzgorry, ſhould never attack him, 


that Malice and: Envy ſheuld neither find,. not · male a 1558 f 


his Coat. 

But is, there then, ne- ſuch thing as red] Character 
And can I never gain any — in the World, wary 
[ debaſe my ſelf to che Populace, and ſneak and cringe 
for I —.— and 2 1 — yes, 'Q 
my Soul, preſerve thy Intazrety, Reghreonſe 
neſt ; aud then thou: mayſt boldly-confront thy Enemies, and 
defie their Malice. It thine own Heart 255 not reproach 
hee, there is no Panger from the Tongues of other Men. 
„Calumny and ill Words are only the. Clamour of Ene- 

mies; and like Amn thot. at a diſtance, make a Sound 

when they fall: On ann Arms, bur do no — 


t 1 — | 
There 


\ 


fucha ee What good Services can re- 


—— ſ — 
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There is a God of Truth, who will defend the Innocent; and 
the time is coming when ebe Voice of the Slanderer a 

1 44. 16, Bleſpbemer ſhall be ſilenc d, and the gathering 
44:23: geber f the Froward, and the InſurreRion of 
. * ſhall be difpared and confounded, 


x 
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Wc oc'er his Ton 4a j ny erty.” 
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Nor ſows S 
Is ttuly Maſter of the Chriſtian 
And has rhe ſtormy Paſſions under . 


-The fiery Steed -is by the Fockey rein'd,” 
Manag'd with Art, and by the —— reftrain'd. 
A little Helm the the tow'ring e 
Braves the loud Storm, and ſhoc the bluſtring Winds 
Th unwieldy Bulk the Pilor's Art obeys, 
And India's Wealth to diſtant Coaſts conveys. 


Oh! chat the Tongue were under ſuch Controul, 
And haſty Words reſtrain'd by Reaſon's Rule! þ 
But tis a Member of ungovern'd Force; | | 
Little in Size, bur ſwell d with mighry Boaſts, 

Like the ſmall Spark, it kindles into Flame, 

And burns the Houſe which 'rwas defign'd to ran 


O curſed Ten + ! thou Parent of all m, 
Who doſt the weve! with Diſcord fill ! 

Thou, who with Noiſe diſturb'ſt the Huchend'*Head, 
And damp'ſt the Raprure of the Nuptiat Bed f 
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Thou, e 2 _ m__ Hero's Fame, 
Leſſen'ſt his Verrue, and pollur'it his Name, 
And' fett t the jarring: Wor 1 
Surely from Hell thou didſt receive thy Breath 3 
Devils and Furies Fro the Monſter Birth, 


To ſpit their livid Venom here on Faith. 


Courage and Wit can tame af Salvage Beaſt, 
And all the Fury of the Wodds repreſs: 
The Birds of Prey and biffing Serpents Brood, 
And Scaly Monſters of the briny Flood. 
Are ſootf d by Wiſdom, or by Art ſubdu'd: 
But Pow'r's defeftive o er th Unruly Tongue, 
And ſcanty Lams can n 
© x * 1 4 


This is the Member, which in florid Lays 
Harangues her God, and celebrates his Praiſe, - 
But Man, the Offspring of the Deit y, _* 
Can't. ape the Laſh of raging Catumny;; ' 
Man ſhe purſues with her infernal Spire, 7 © 
And blaſts his Vertues with Sarcaſtic Wit 
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din endletd Flame : 1487 
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0 the Proud 8 ainſt. wit 
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6. 
he Floods are riſen, O Lord, the Floods 
dice; the Floods life up, their Wives. (PL 9 
O let not the Foot uf, 
the Hand of the —_— caſt me down. 
Hold not thy T "+ „of wy Pat : For the- Meth of 
the — ea, elk = 2 1 A 8 
L 
d ind ey eve pe +7 - e 
paſſed me about wit boy l 
A —— Cauſe. (WI) 
The Scorners have whet thow Thame bile a Sword, and bent 
their Bow to ſhoot out their Arrows, even ven bitter Words. (Pl. 64. 


3. 
That th privily ſhoot him ches's et ; ſudden 
do 40 L e and — not. (V.4 ) Sn 2 _ 
They — themſelves in Miſchief, and commune among 
themſelves, how "> may lay ſneres, and ſay that no Man ; ſoak 


fee them. Ig 5.) 
hall fallen fee op ab with « ſwift Arron, 


But God 
that they 
ir own —— ſhall make them fall : inſomuch that 


Tea, t 
whoſo ſeeth them, ſhal laugh them to ſcorn. (V.8.) 
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VEngeance is the ſole Prerogative of Heaven, and the 

Almighty will exert it as he ſees occaſion, 

To us it belongerh to be patient and ſubmiſſive, and #. 

commit our Cauſe #0 him that 11 righteouſly, (1 Pet. 2. 23.) 
If virulent Tongues ſhould blaſt our Honour, or Satyr 


. a our, Verrues; . ..... .... | £ 
If the Drunkards ſhould make Songs upon us, or the Theater 
miſ-repreſent our Characters: e 
We are not to anſwer Fools in their Folly, or to be morti - 
fy'd at the Reproach of Buffoons and Atheiſts. (Prov.26.4.) 
Conſider, Mh was maſt iaſolencly whef d and afflified, 
and yet opened He not his Mouth. (Iſa. 53. 7. 
Conſider, Who was broaght dumb as a Sheep before his 
er, and when he was reviled, reviled not again. (1 Pet. 2. 23.) ) 
And let theſe Confiderations influenge your Chriſtian. Pa. 
ry Hol tet you recap OLE. OO of 
r ata Sir no 
Say not thou, 1 9 Evil : But wait on the Lord. 
and he ſhalt ſave tbec. (Prop. 20. 22.777777 
Say nor, I will do fo t him; as he hath done unto me: I wil 
render unto the Man according to his Works. (C. 24. 29.) 
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O Father of Lighs, and God of Truth! Be pleaſed ſo 
to diffipare the Works of Darkneſs, ſo to diſappoint 
5 the Envy LA Malice of flanderous Tongues, that, thy 
_ may ſerve thee in all godly Quietnefi, and thy Saints 
y*borh the e Pledfiie and Advantage of a good owe, for 

. 8 Chriſt's lake. Amen. * | 


* 
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G me Grabe, O' Gods to order my ways with fac 
Prudence and Circum pection, that I may afford no 
jult Occaſion nfo Reproach and Seda: And gs my 
Soul wirh ſuch Courage, as will delpiſe the Malice, ſuch 
Patience, as will bear the Injuries, and. ſuch Charity, as 


will pray for the Perſons of Backbiters an Slanderers, ac. | 
* to the e of my Ne ker Chriſt Wer ? 
{ 

Wand GD. F Nee L 
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ET we th chooſe tune of his Wigs 


06: 1 * 
MEDITATION. 


ck thy Courage, O my Soul, ar this critical Sei: 

ſon, and call up the Aſſiſtances of Grace to cov 

operate with thy natural Faculties: For thou art 
new come to the finiſhing Scene — Human Miſery, and 
tis piry thax thou ſhouldſt faint at chy Journey's End, or be 
ſhipwrack'd when thou haſt 20 ſo many Rocks, and 
weather'd ſo many Storms. Thou haſt an ill - natur d 
World to live in, and 4 great many potent and ſubtil E- 
nemies to encounter. The Villanies of Mankind are fla- 
grant, and the Mechods of ion innumerable. Tre. 
turned (ſays Solomon) and con all the Oppreſſions that 
are done under the Sun: And behold the Tears of l 
ſuch as are oppreſſed, and they had no Comforter ; ; 
and on the file of thet wg ne. re yr Power, but they 
had — — . AA ble and frightful Scene in- 
deed, and a bier Potion for che Sous and Baugh? of Af 
fiction! If che Innocent had Hope only in this Life, and _- 
Defenceleſs no other Protection but an Arm of Fleſh, w 
ſhould ſeldom hear of the Releaſe of erw or che Re 


—— Captrves. 
owever; the Caſe of the Oppreſſed i is not deſperate, nor 
the Deliverance impoſſible. All che general plaints 
of Oppreſſion in 1 88 * to be Fimired and reſtrai- 
med - 
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ned in their particular Applications; ; and the Divine Pro- 
videnee is never to be ty d- up, or excluded from i 

medling with Human Affairs. God ſometimes vindicates 
the Innocent with the Expence of a Miracle, and at other 


times thinks it more er to work hy Spcond Cauſes ; and 
by raiſing up Friends, or confounding nemies, procutes 
the Enlargemegr or or Red Emre of Us ren 

: When the 7 oſt an 8 liverance 
is frequently. the — ſurprizing; either the Charms 
of Lertue allure the ax che Iuſalencg af che O. 
preſſor provokes the Reſentment of ſome generous Delive- 
rer. God has his choſey . pienet, as well as his Criti- 


cal Seaſons for every Enterprize, and diſtinguiſhes the 4- 
gent: as well as ſanctiſies the Aon, in the Counſe of his 
rovidence. 


There is nothing wherein the Almighty does more fig- 
nally and opportunely exert himſelf, than in the Supprel- 


fion of Violence and Wrong. As he has turn'd out Inno- 


cence naked and defenceleſs to a rude World, ſo he has re · 
ſerved the Protection of her to his awn. felf; and has em- 
Dn bach bis Juice and Mercy 3 in dae defence: :of her 


"I f amazing 70 coobder by how. any means Op 
en is defeated, and. the Oppreſſer brought to — 
condign Puni ment. | 


If he gaes in — unlawful, Gain, be muſt expect 


to meet with many a Shock in bis n — 
his Journey's End. 
I Revenge ſhould. nftigace bi 


ro Robbery 3 che- Beg. if uahe Field hall be — | 


againſt hp, and I epi ag Arr raved. this Se · 
creis. N 

If he builds bis 1 „ „ale Cie 

p bers by Ming F enn ant of: tbe 

Jad. * Wall, und ehetBram r + of he Banker 

feen it. Mgonen Goods are like 10 

the Teeth, and i#/ormweod to abe Palate : The Taſte is al- 

ways nauſeous, '-and the Digeſtion uneaſie. What, tho 

Sentence be not ſpeedily executed againſt Evxldoers, nor the 

Hands» of the Oppreſſcr Witheredrin the very Perperrarian 


brad, er ace — clings round is 2 
a 7 5 the 
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the Moth is always fretting his —— and tlie Can ler eats 


ent the. ve eart ul Bowls Ben fel $ Eftare. 
No, i e and O notori- 


ous the Fate of th the —_— Be not ſurptiz'd; O my 
Soul! ar the politic Contriyances of | Knaves, or diſmay' d 


at the daring "PT of and Villains. Frere not 
thy Self becauſe of 0 47 es, neither % thow «pr. 35.1. 57 
unto — We 1 tf in 4 proper 
Seaſon, and le Means, expect thy 


Deliverance. 


It muſt Be confeſs d, — Condition of - Sufferers j 
very deplorable in the times of 7 uullen! K 
tutn Tyrants and 1— ud thoſe, who are —— 
for Nurſing Fathers, Robbers of the Church, an 

evourers of their own: Children. Tis at fuch a Seaſon 

the Laws are perverted; and the Judg es bib d; and 

our Chriftianity ries us:down' to Ain ned Submiſſicin 
and Obedience; and we not only forfeit our Eſtates, and 
berray our Lives; but aloe bin Gord, and endanger our 
Salvation by:Refiſtence. * 

God in his. Mercy i fer bis. Bless ſake, ani 
our Officers: Peace, and — Regbte-" 1 Mar, 44 224 
* ouſneſs f. Let Violence be no mor heard in ont I 6b) 27,28, 
2 1h fri — — our Borders. 

Tru upon 1 
look: down from Heaven . Lev ther ferlating tt ng A 
Lighr of rhe appear in irs —— and deals 
of Salvation, andithe Gates of Praiſe remuin im- 460.1 1 
* Let the Place F the 8a be: i oo PP 

eautified aud the Sons of all them that affliietirtie: Church, come 
bending unto her, aud all. they that deſpiſed her, bob themſelves 
don as the Sulenf ber Beet, and call ber the Delight of the 


Lord, the Ain of the 7 One of W 
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| OE 


. POE M. 


| Part of 4755 Chip 2 fr "oY 


12, 10 


C OME, ye experiencd Men; ye ma come, - 
| And few 


ch. Oppreſſing Knave's uutimi . 


See, how unerring Fare purſues hi Pelf, 


Who ruin'd Others to PD . TR ; N 


See; how his fingle Life won't ſatisſie 


The: juſt Reſentment of the Dei; Ft; { 
Bur down the Vengeance rowls to late Poſterry, ; 


Wa @# HL S147 


His Son into a wretched World muſt come, | 41 0, 


And dfaws his Ruin from his Mother's wh 7: 
He's bora, not of his Father's Lands, the Led, 
But a ſure Victim to the merc'leſs Sword: Kit IO 
Heav'n has reſery'd him for theſe gl oomy Time 


Jo make Aronemear for his Father's Crimes 3 tan ; 
And i in rhe Heighr of Miſery ro. fall, nN dec 46 
Funeral. 3 By 4d 
— 1 700 f 


And none lament th*untimel 
His Widow ſcorns her penſive 
Or drop upon his Tomb, a Woman's Tear. 


That immenſe Treaſure which he didpofſels;  .» 1; 


That Gold, which, like the Sand, was numberleſy; 
Impartial Juſtice throws amongſt the Poor. 


And gives each injur d Ne was his on beſors 


4 aw 
What, tho' the Wretch a ſtarely Palace rear? 

Mean as the humble Cor tw ill ſoon appear: 
The proud Oppreſſor ſnan't it long Rh 3 
(A ſhort ſiv'd Tenant only for a Da 
Death, like a Whirlwind, ſhall the = ſeize; 
And joyful Mourners ſing his Obſequies. 
Fain would he go in Peace to th' ſilent Grave, 
But Tempeſts riſe, and angry Billows rave: 


Book V. 


Diſaſterʒ 
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Ch. VIII. OF Oppreſſon. 
like a Torrent on him row,. 
And black emorſe o'erwhelms his tremblin Soul. 

God brings forth all the Magazines of Wra Rab 
And whets Sala bloody Iaſtruments of Death. n 
The Villain ſtrives t eſcape; but all in vai, 
The more he ſtrives, the ſurer is his Pain. 

Th' inſulting World ſtand gazing at his Fare, 

Viewing thoſe Its, his Riches did create. | 
They thank kind Heav'n for what it does diſpence, WT ve 
And bleſs the TRE which has * him hence. 


89 * ® 


A In 


d — W , 0 
- & 2 * o . 
* p . 
4 i 5 5 
1 $4 25, T - { * - 
— * . . * 5 o 


WJ 7 7 boaſtet theu thy falf, 2 Trans, that thou canſt 


do miſchief ; (PL. 52. 1.) | 
Whereas the Goodneſs of God endureth yet daily; ? . 2.) 


Thy Ton " imagineth Wichedneſs, and with Lies thou Cuts 


Dt 0 wwe 6 (V. 23 
mor than Goodneſi, 
talk of 3 than 5 N 89 * 
„ . dane Men was placed upon 
5.750, ae us of the kd i ſhore, and the + 
That the triumphing of . 
the Hypecrite des firs Moment? why — 1 and To of 
= frat e, Deen, nd foul mat A. Tra, ho 
ſhall be chaſed away as a Viſion in the „. 8. 
. 22 ay in his Mouth, ** be bide is under 
1 Ton 
Tho” be are it, and forſake it not, bue leer 1 within his 
Mouth : 13.) . 
Te lis Meat in bis Bowels is turned, it is the Gel of As 
He hath ee, 8 be and be ſhall them, 
He hat ichex, vomit . 
gain: ee (Nun P 
Thas which he laboured for, be reſtore ; 5 . to his 


. the Reſtitution be. (V. 18.) 
"#4 NEED . 


262 be Bever Sl.. Bodk IV. 

God ſhall caſt the Fury ef bis Wrath upon him, . and ſpell rain 
it — whilſt be is eating. ( Wa * 4 5 er 

He [ball flee from the Iron Weapon ; 3 and che Bow of Steel. 
ſhall firike him thro, (V. 24.) 

It is drawn, and cometh out of the Body; 2 7 li ifring 
Sword cometh out of his/Gall Terrors are upon him. 25.) 
All Darkneſs, ſhall be hid in his ſecret Placer 3 4 Fire not 


blown ſhall conſume 1 it ill wi 1 * 0 3s 1 in 
bis Forman m 26 ) g EO Bt 


HYMN * E 


PHE Time is coming — — mall no e 
flouriſh, nor the Vertuous and Innocent be any more 
oppreſs'd : M TH 
For the Kingdon! of Villany is confin'd to this World; 
bur Death will put a Period to Blood and Sufferings. 
Tlie Actors ſhall ſperdilj be removed fen the Scalp; 
and new Feenes | be preſented to the Eyes 
Vertue ſhall enter with: her ſaffering Sons, and Sains 
and Atigels ſhall proclatm xhelr Triumph. 
' Then ſhall the Ty Shi — Man and in ger Boldieſs, before 


ide Fine of ſuch Meira him ere account” of 
| _—_ ours. tn x) * 

_ PPhen they ſer — 1 bermble with terrible Bear, and 
1 be amazed at the 17 7 4 bis ed, ſo! fat be- 

vond al that rbey ae dre 1 y 1 

4 a tl. —.— ny 4 4 0 bt ay 
7 4 oavar of Npvondh (W3z.) N 
or, e re ae Eud to be wit 


out Honour. (V. (00-4) 

Thief Bev ne — — bay of Dun. 3 yr 

of Righteouſneſs hath not ſhined unto us, and the Sail 0 

x Aae looſe not upon t (Vis) hy 
We have run edily of er Gain, and courſes in 

che e e Deſßructibni 0 ud 11. Witd: 5: 2. 
Tea, we Habe . * ri where n ion H 

4 fo? the Way ale I»; ave noi known ib.) (V. De 
What hath Pride prefited ut; or wha db cher wit 

aur Vaunting oreight us ? . 8 0 3 4 
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All thoſe thin 0.5) are paſſed away like a Shadow, and as a Peſt 


that haſted by; ( 
And a Ship that Ke over the Waves. of the Water,. which 
when it is gone by, the Trace thereof cannot be found, neither the 


Path-way of the _— in the _ 88 10 Y 


PRATER I. _- 


O Lord, conſider the Malice of the Proud, and 3 


how they bear a tyrannous Hate a ainſt me; Coll, for 34 Sund. 
and in all my Dlagers' and obeſſitieꝭ after Epiphany. 


ſtrerch forth thy right Hand to help and defend me, thro! 
_ Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. en. | 


r Ae 
O Ali vhty” in "of alp Kings, 84 Cb of 
Ot chings G59; ing'of no Len 3 
able to reſiſt ra whom it belongeth juſtly ny Projevia tims 
— Sinners, and to be nitraful to them 


* repent: Save Sl deliver me, I humbly beſeech 
2 m the Hands of my Enemies ; abate their Pride, 
aſſwage their Malice, and confound” their Devices; that I, 
being: armed with thy Defence, may be preſerved ever. 
more > from all Perils; to gloriſlie thee, who art tile only Giv+ 
er of all gs thro' = Mar of thy ay Son * 


orie my Lord. Auien 


Of Reſignation to the Will of Gs. 


é—— 12 — — — uBHL — — 
| 1 SAM. 3. 48. 
Ii the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth bim good. 


MEPITAT ION.“ 


HEN I barely conſider how I lie at the Sove- 
| reign Pleaſure of my God; and how the Laws 


of Creation have thrown me at the ſole Dif 

ſal of my Creator; I have no yeaſon/tro.myrmur or repine 
At 1 Circumſtances and Station I ſhall happen to be 
ac d in. 84 W 0d T3 7 

E Bur when I farther ſatigſie my ſelf by Reaſon and Reli- 
gion, that Infinite Wiſdom will not puniſh me withou a 
juſtiſiable Cauſe, nor Infinite, Mercy without a kind Intention 
of doing me good; it is a corroborating Argument towards 
the enforcing, of my Submiſſion = Obedience; and 
oy my Duty as a Creature, commence my Happineſs as a 

riſtian. | tf oa N 

f Ignorance and Stupidiry are apt to he noifie and clamo, 
rous ; and ſome opinionative and pragmatical Fellows may 
think that they can give better Rules for the Government 
of the World, than what are already preſcribed; and out 
of a Principle of Self- Love and Pride, fanſie, their own 
Perſons and Affairs ſhould be more diſtinctly conſider'd in 
the Adminiſtration of Juſtice: But it is not the Part of a 
Wife and an Honeſt Man, to ſtand expoſtulating the Caſe 
with Providence, or to enter Proteſtations againſt the Pro- 
Feedings of Heaven. For fince God righreouſly and juſtly 
5 WT EIN =? govern) 


Ch. IX. of Refgentlon, &. 265 
governs the World, all — — — his . De· 
terminarions, are Impeachments of our Judge, and by con- 
ſequence provoke and exaſperate his Divine Majeſty, and 
remove the Suit of the Complainant, from the Throne of 
Mercy, to the Bar of Vengeance. E eee 
Thus the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe. Complaints; 
inſtead of Redreſſing, augment our Grievances; and tho 
Strength that was deſign id do the Knot, does but draw 
it the harder together. Eve ggle finks us deeper in 
the Mire ; and for want of ſolid Footing, dur own Weight 
will drown us at the laſt: Complaining is like the Fluttering 
of a Bird in a Net; the more ſhe flaps her Wings, the 
more ſhe is entangied, and the ſooner ſhe becomes a Prey co 
the Fowler, whom ſhe endeavours to eſcape. ee. 
Patience is one of the Characteriſticks of our Religion, 
one of the Glories and Perfections of Chriſtianity; and 
the greater Share I have of that Vertue, the nearer I ap- 
proach jo the Example of my Saviour. It keeps my Soul 
in a calm and eaſie Poſture, and alleviares thoſè Troubles 
which it cannot wholly remove. What, tho' my Yoke fits 
ſomewhat uneaſie upon me The Toſſing and Strugglin 
againſt ir will nor leſſen my Pain, but make ir chafe an 
gall my Neck the more. When once my Spirits are on the 
Frer, every little Motion keeps on the Ferment; but give 
Time and Leiſure, and they will quickly ſettle; the leaſt 
Degree of Reſt will tend towards compoſing the Tumult 
and bringing the diſturb d Paris to Harmony and Ages 
ment. F-43316 mnie cri e tes Js 
Why then ſhould I make my ſelf uneaſie for what I can- 
not remedy > Why ſhould n Heart fret againſt n 
the Lord, when it is my own W abl cr NET REL 
verteth my Ways *®, Murmuring and Diſcontent are the 
Qualities of Hel; and every time I on the Proceed 
ings of the Almighty, I league my ſelf with :Devi/s and 
Furie:; am in a State of Uſurpation upon Providence, and 
in actual Rebellion againſt Heaven. 
My Buſineſs is, to learn Submiſſion and Acquieſcence in 
every State of Life, and with Faithfulneſs to act that Part 
upon the Theatre of the World, which che Governour of 
all has allotted: me. If I am poor and diftre(s'd; I mult 
bleſs the Righreous Hand of Providence, When it takes 44 
P19, as well as when it gives, , If my Wife, or my 
v @- + | ; —Chilg 


266 de Devaut Saul: Böck V. 
* Child die, T hape . the Owner: If my 
% Eſtate be taken from me, - this 190. 2 to — 
Giver v. For I k . God to be the ietor of 
8 Uaiverſe, and * he may by the Laws * abſolute 

vereignry, fix the Terms of gvery Man's Tenure, and 
diſpofe of his · n under What ſecret Reſerves and Limita. 
tions he pleaſes. Why then ſnhould I. gepine at his Proceed. 
ings; when bis Fuſtice reſumes. what his Mercy lent od 
Why ſhould I coniplain of an Injury, when I; am oblig' 
oaly to Reſtiputiqn-?: Of lament the hardneſs of of my own 
Fate, when my Circumſtances, for tie generality, axe on 
the Level'with the reſt of my Neighbours; and Tino fare, 
b HP" —_ on Deſers?. - 


_ 122. 2 ks * «SL 4 £222 4 2e ET C Pg / by — 
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* 


b EARS 


Aion ing 
þ bur un Banff reli 23.1 bac ont! 
Mats Has ag and feeble Eyes can foo AAo aeta 
ro che-dark-Windings of Fri, eie b. 
ence ſpring the pompous Schemes, and various ane 

of .deep-lgid Projects, which r 
ce buſie Thaughis im reſtleſe þ est debate 
TR Fall nen r of Fus 


But all wel. noes ae in Wim 
The Labour Follyi and the Fruit! is Nn... 
The various ent of ev ry Scene, 
The Springs and Wheels, which turn this grear Machloe, þ 
Are mev'd'and' guided by an Hand unſeen. _ 
*Tis Providence which governs here below, | ; ,-- -- 
And as th Almighty dictates, Favours will baſtow..- 
Within his fingle Pow'r he keeps the Reins ; | 
Now gives a ä hs a: ner. þ 


SS. ++ oe 


cb. . Of Refgvation; d 


perhaps, with Pleney ho may firfein They, 
Whilſt T am A e under Poverty. 


The coft! 7 Dainties, w-ablige my 2 
From ey ry Quarter may defend whilſt 4, 
(The poor Peſſeſſor of an homeſy Board,) 

Am ſtill a Stranger to Variety. | 


A Halde or a Court may be % Lot, | 
Whilft J, by all 288 by all forgot. 


hely Mirth may" ub{rous Years; 
Whilk nf, — Morning e t in Tears. 


Vigour and Health may ſafely Ther convrex 
From the firft Dawn, unto 9e Gans of Day ; 171 K 
And Happy Thon no more Diſeaſes hayve ,, 
Than ole which lay thee gently in tie Grave 

Bur whilſt I-dteg about this Houſe of ge < 

— all Diſaſters a continual Prey: gr; 


467 


"144 


ining Sickneſs, I may be conſin d, | _ 

any hne Cabo Ad), entire rd 973 
vo lingrings Years may mourifully paſs on, Daly 
ene, andthe tormenting Sa ae 


— why ond: 75. in Fruicleg Sights metas ©. 
wi e che a when I can t eaſe the 2 
VVhar, tho' the Powrand Avricegfihe: Great: riot 
Devi y Subſtanceʒ and c e my Fates * 
Tho' Spite — Malice ſnould attack my Fame, TIO 


Aud eta advãnce their own; depreſs my Name: an 
There. a juſt God, ho knows my: 51 


. pe 
” w +» 


And will acquir me from the Black Offence. 


ey we Sal Righteous Heav'n ſent, 19/701 2190 
Could make opprefling Pharaoh's Heartiralent ; 23 
And Cu,, Mith u Honey could reſtire“? 

Strength to thoſe Limbs Agyprien Fetters tore: 

And who can tell what God can ſtill diſpence, 

ln the ſurprizing Rounds of Providence ? 


0 


168 n 
How the myſterious Wheel may turn in time, 
And the young Hebrews Fortune maybe mine? 


So che bright Sun his Face will ſometimes bond 
In the dark overts of a low'ring Cloud; N | 
But when his piercing Beams have forc'd their way, 
A double Lufire crowns the — ny: ERS | 


3 —— 
H N I. 


NL. — of my Mother's Wan, and ane fl 

Ireturn thither. (Job 1.21. 

My Birth and my Death ſnall be both of apiece 3 ; and 
all my Life is at che Mercy of Providence. 

No Force in Human Nature can lay a Reftraint upon 
God ; neither can worldly Policy or” mee warp the 
Determinations of Heaven. 

The Government of the Creation is 0 part of my ro 
vince; and the proportioning of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ment is the Prerogarive'only of Omniporence. 

I may mend my ſelf, but not the Univerſe ; and my own 
VVays, bur not che Almighty 85 ſhould. be the Subject of my 
Reprehenſion. 

— 2 — juſt than God 2 Shall a Man be 
2 teh ne mf why AY and bis ng be. 

c utteth no in 

chargeth with Bally. (V. 18. ; 
He much leſs ii them chat dwell 5n Houſes of Clay _ 
9 is in the Duft, which 3 before E ? 

19 

And yet theſe are the Creatures chat would dickate to 
their Sov „and advance yew. Schames for his Go- 
vernment of the World. 

Theſe are the Vin Men, whe widli be wiſe; the Proſun- 
rtuous — —_ would indorm 8 17 


714 5 36 


But, 


| ( 
ch. x f Refynation, &&. 263 
But, my Soul, come not thou into their Aſſembly ; to their 
blaſphemous Attempts, mine Honour, be thou never united. 
.6. 
and HA me Humility and Acquieſcence, nd ler 
me not exerciſe my felf 5 in great Matters, which are too high 
k 131.2.) 
f * — Soul as Ala Child ; and let a- and 
| * . center intirely in chy⸗ 


\ 


HTN THz”, A 


20 bake r 4 . IST 0 

Wwe, unt him ther wiſh in bio ownitoneels 2: 22 3 
) chat ftriveth with his Maber. (Rom. 12. 26. — 

unte hw that ſayeth to bis Father, What: 

Or to _ Women, What haſt thou brought forth ?.(V. 10. _ 

The Bones in the Womb are Dad by God; and the 
Circumſtances of pr enſuing Life arg, the Appointment of 
Providence. £3. £1 

Fortune, in ftridtneſs of Speech, is an empry Name, and 
Chance 'hath no Juriſdictionupon Earth. 

All chings are:ordered by a nee Wiſdam, andallthing h 
are directed by a ſtaady Hand. 

Kiches and Honour are che Bounty of Heaven ; Pover: 
and Diſgrace proceed from the ſame | 

Hbth are to be received with an equal Mind s Bock wo be 
baprot'd eo the Advantage of the Soul. e i209 

The Faith of rational Creatures is to be manifeſted by 


Submiſſion; and their Expectation of Bliſs is founded upon 
8 and Acquieſcence, 
_— therefore 1s he that is contented with his Lot, and 
ankful, as well as patient, under Adverſity. 
5080 rence will allow of no Conteſts, nor Infinite Ju- 
of Remonſtrances and Proteſtationns 4 
To ne. O vain Creature! wilt thou make Appeals, 
when thy Supreme Fud 45 has determined againſt thee ? 
Call now, if there be any will anſwer thee? And to what 
Potentate wile thou turn thy ſelf > (Jobs. 1.) 
If there is no Fuſtice in Heaven, how canſt thou expect it 
on Earth, ar ſue tor i it in Temporal Gage 4 2 


if 


$50 Lhe Henan Sal. Bak d 
If a God, aerher and eaſerh 
N thou ſtand by e metre e ede 


* 


, 0 
' * . 11 
-* ' © 7 * 8 _ , \ 
ff - zF * " > % 
* \# 4 7 " 1 Pas a 
f\ * do o & at + 1 
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G IVE me Gras, + Pl Faire in Sübmiſſion and O. 
bedience to all Rig 1 mmands; and whe. 
ther it be thy Aae — chat I ſhall be exalted or 
debaſed, ahound or ſuſſer iNeed ; let not my Prom 
adminiſter ta my Pride, nor my Poe vent ĩt Tf.i 
plaints agg 9 ene, 


e ran aA 80A erde due KN vi ey. 


' 1 
n a] 
* % # *% * . 
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* 1129292 u dan 


pray: unleſs 1 infleacies 
La nor Mare I to petition forrany thing, but i in 

ation to — Wiſdom. Ther 9 
— Form Hal may ſallicit for aw 


ve prejudicial ) here, and ve 
Wa il me:the Canvenienses G 2 


bine will eonfar upon, a Lem 
— A and crown e 2 wy et looms 


hat will 
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THE 
DEVOUT SOUL: 
OR, AN 
Entertainment for the Thankful. 
Ro 


Meditations, Poems, Hymns, 


and Prayers, 
UPON 


The Love of God, the Dignity of Human 
Nature, the Benefits of Chriſtianity, and the 
Happineſs of a Future State. 
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PART II. 


— 


By THO. CON EI, D. D. Prebendary of Wzrrs, 
and Rector of Cnrpzot in Somerſetſbire. 
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Non emnium eſt Deo accepta Benedictio, neque ſe promiſcuus 
putet placere poſſe : Soli iſtud competit Dei Servo; non 
peccati Servo, non ſeculi Servo. Div. Hil. in Pl. 
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LONDON, 


| Printed in the Year M DCC XXII. 
Part II. A THE 


% 


Soul, which is here preſented to 
the Reader, in conjunition with the 
of Firſt, was originally defignd to 
te 2 Diſtinct Volume, and to ly 
——daeormant in my Ciiſtody, till I ſaw 
what Reception its Elder Brother met with in the 
World. But the Bookſellers in Town (to whom 7 
communicated the Copy) having a different Notion 
of Printing from wy ſelf, were willing to publiſh both 
Parts rogether, a to intorporate Two Diſtin# 
Treatiſes into One Volume. | 


This Determination of theirs puts me under a 
neceſſity of making a ſhort Apology for the Contra- 
riety of Sitbjetts contain'd in theſe Sheets, ad a 
ſeeming Inconfiſtithty in managing and enforcing the 
Arguments in the ſeveral Chapters of this united 
Work. For I am very ſenſible, that it may be olje . 


Hed, | 
« That the penitent in the Firſt Part, is dires 
* fed to contemn that World, which he is taught 
= 2 to 


iv The PREFACE 


* 


* to be Thankful for in the Second; and to diſ. 
* card: thoſe Earthly Enjoyments, as Provocative 
0 of Luft, an Inſtr uments Gy of 7, emptation, which 
*« be afterwards applauds, us the Comforts of Life, 
* and the Gratuities of Providence. 
To obviate this Oljeftion, J would ** * to 
2 5 Conſh derations : | 2% 
„1 , 
. That in this mixt State of 7. 2 Suffer 
Os _ Prjoynents, it has never been thought in 
pteper te joyn Humilistion and Thankſgiving 4 
"gether; and to recommend the Performance of both 
in the different Offices. of One continud. Form of 
Pra yet. Ibis 55: the daily Practice of -0ur own 
Chuyeh1 in) ber Morning ard Evening Services. 
And in conformity to her Example, I have, inthe 
Firſt Part ef this Undertaking,' intreduc d a Peni. 
tent lalouriug under Guilt and Conviction, ard 
entrisg his FProteſtations. againſt all thoſe ſenſual 
Delights, which unhappily. enſnar d. and are ſtil 
likely to detain him in Bandage and Miſery : But 
in the Second, I look upon the Storm as blowno- 
ver and that the Man bas bis Intervals of Eaſe 
ard Refreſhment in the Calm ard San-(bine of Pro 
widence ; an may new. ſafely taſte that Food, which 
would have been Poiſon. and Death: co ee in bis 
u N ad) u M . 


Adly, 7 miald beg 1 to PRI) os altho I 
have connected the ſeveral Parts of this Book into 
general, Syſtem, ! a made the. Sdul proceed gra- 


da in her Devotions, yes one Swbjed to an- 
* 3 other ; 


The PREFACE. * 
auot ber; yet I never deſign'd. that every Medita 
tion ſhould be ſuitable to the Circumſtances, of bwe- 
ry individual Perſon. For all things are not 
profitable for all Men, neither hatn 
every Soul pleaſure in every thing. 
There is at much difference in the Mirai, as there 
is in the Bodies of Men; and as one Carmest will 
not ſuit every Stature, nor one Medioiue cute al 
Diſeaſes; ſo the ſame moral Rules and Preſcrypti- 
ons will not exatlly hit with the various Jempers of 
ſeveral Perſons. An Author, in general: id te 
poſe Vice, and inſt il V. ertue; But when 4 ſrict and. 
particular Application is to be ſet home to the 
Conſcience, the Reader muſt, in great meaſure, be 
left to his own Diſcretion, to chuſe out thoſe Paſ- 
ſages which are adapted to bis own- Condition "and 
to judge with himſelf what Part it it proper for 
him to act. «> , -y WY r. Nen , 


2dly, I would willingly add to the foregoing 
Conſideration, That the ſame Man may © in the 
courſe of a few Tears, ſuſtain" different Relat ions, 


and appear in the World under. droerfity of Chara- 


ders. As be has not always the ſame Flow' of 
Fortune, nor the ſame Paſfſions\and Iuclinationt in 
the ſeveral Ages of bis Life; ſo be muſt be ap- 
ply'd to in different Methods, and his Nature 
muſt be wrought upon by Variety of Argu- 
ments. 88 n ee e e 


Part II. Ke ATA S 4 14nd by athly . 


vi The PREFACE. 


gthly, 7 hope, a Candid Reader will not inter. 
pret my Meditations in Contempt of the. World, 
as oppofite to Thoſe in Praiſe of the Enjoyments, 
of it; when he muſt find, by comparing both toge- 
ther, that 1 never defign d any more by the Former, 
than to repreſent the Inſufficiency of World 
Things for the Completion of our Happineſs, and. 
to pee the Emptineſs and Tefatiseflion of our. 

andy Enjoyments, in compariſen.of the more 

— * Pleaſures of a Celeſtial State. For the 
fhort Deciſion of this Controverſfe, is, that. the 
World is ſo far to be deſpiſed, as it pretend to 
Perfection and Happineſs, and would vie with - 
turity; But the Enjoyments ef it are ſo far to be 
valued, as they are the Gifts of — 2565 the 
comfortable dupports of Life and may 
dently manag d to conduce to rhe Freition of > 
mortal Glory. 


Theſe are the Particulars, which I tho A. ft 
to ſuggeſt, in anſwer ta a probable Objeftion, that 
the Reader might. not be ſhock d at the ſeeming 
Gayety of the Enſuing Sheets; or the Penitent 
accnſe. his Guide for any Inconfiſtencies between 
the Preceding, and ihe pat Manual of 
Devotion. 


I have but One Favour more to leg at Parting ; 
which is, That no K r.tic would be too Cenſorious 
and Satyrical upon the Pcetical Part of this 


Work; but woul — by the Rudeneſs of a = 
Vit, 


The PREFACE. vii 


Viſit, from a Perſon who never deſigns to obtrude 
upon him with a Second. I know that Gay and 
Toutby Studies are not ſnitable to the Declenſion 
of Age; ad have for ſome time reſolv d upon 
4 Vulediftion to the MusEs and to dedicate the 

Remainder of a fickly Life to other Employments.. 
With this Reſolution, I (hall haſten to the Con. 

cluſſon of my preſent PREFACE, only craving Ji. 

berty to detain the Reader with the Beginning and 
Ending of a Copy of Verſes (written formerly 

upon a different Occafion ) and not thinking it 
material te trouble him with what is become of the 
Middle of them. 


As Age encreaſes, and my Strength decays, 
I quit the Labours of my Youthful Dars. 
My Feeble Arms can't rein th' unruly Horſe, 
Nor chaſe the Tow'ring Muſe's boundleſs Courſe. 
Somerimes in Metaphor my Thoughts I loſe ; 
Then groveling fink into degrading Proſe. 
Invention flags, and Fancy hangs her Head; 5 


(No more a Lover of th'-Aonian Maid,) 
From Grave to Dull, I feel my ſelf decay'd. 
* * 


Jr Io a £6 
n 
To ſprightlier Heads my Poetry I quit, 
And, broke with Gout and Stone, to Fate ſubmir, 
Lord! take my Soul to Everlaſting Joys, 
And crown my Temples with Immortal Bays. 
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Of PRAISE and THAN K$GIVING. i 
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HA . Ea 5 w 
e Gratitude to God. 


1 AL 
'Bleſt the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all bis Benefte 


J 
f XL 
d |. Ae I 

2,3 
IS... 
i 


MEDITATION. cn 0 


- neſs and Stupidity from thy Thoughts, Put on 

thy unuſual Airs of Pleaſantneſs, and appear in 

all the Youthful Gayeties, which the Solemni 
of a Feſtival demands. Let no Melancholy or —— þ 
remain about thy Spirits, nor any Clouds or Darkneſs 


di ſcom- 


1 RISE, ariſe, O my Soul, and baniſh all Drowſi- 


rY The Devout Soul. Bock I. 
diſcomyoſe thy Countenance. Let Contentment and Sa- 
tisfaction ſparkle in thine Eyes, and a conſtant Strain gf 
Mirth and — diſplay it ſelf in thy Words and Ge- 
rt 68-13. Ten baſt len lony * „ 
| Porſheards ef the Earth, and eaten Aſhes" for 
Bread; and ming led thy Drink with Weeping * : But upon the 
Alteration of rhy Circumſtances, thou ſhouldſt plume #hy 
S$C 208. 9 Silver Wings like 4 Dove, and ſtretch forth thy 
' ** Feathers with yellow Gold f. Sublimer Themes 
call for more ſprightly Exereiſes; and the Seaſons of Joy 
demand thy Appearance in a different Pdſture : For thou 
art now entring upon the ſolemn Feſtivities, upon the 
grand W --——094 7 py of 2 7 ny * bath 
1a 61 . Appointed to give Beauty for Aſhes, the Oil of 
n, 7% for Moutning, and the Garnient of Praiſe for 
the Spirit of Heavineſs f. h 
Then praiſe the Lord, O my Soul: For it becemeth the Fuſt 
to be t Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul: For it becomneth 
the Thankful to be mem. Call in the Aſſiſtance of Muſic 
and Poetry; and by the Harmony of Sound, and the Lof. 
rineſs-of Numbers, magniſie the wonderful Works of th 
Almighty Benefactor. A ſighing Heart arid a deject 
are agreeable enough to the Days of Pe. 
nance and Humiliation: But Tears at a Wedding, and 
Abſtinence on a Feſtival, is a Breach of Order, and a 
Blending of the Nature of Things. Shew your ſelves there- 
fore, joyful in the Lord, al he Land:: Sig ye merrily unte 
God our Strength, and make a chearful Noiſe unto the God of 
Jacob. Bring hither che Tabret, the merry Harp, the Cornet, 
1 and the Lute. Blow up the Trumpet in the New 
%% Mon, and tale the Pſalm of Thank ſgiving in the 
Pf. 98.5,6, time appointed, our ſolemn Feaſt days. 
0,9. Let the whole Univerſe joyn in the Chorus, and 
— inanimate magnifie their Creator. Let the Floods 
clap their Handi, and lei the Hills be ſeyful together before the 
Lord : Let the Sea make a noiſe, and all that therem is ; the 
romd World, and they that dwell therein. [A-" 
Day O my Son, in the midſt of this exra- 
ric 'Mirth, ' ſome ſectet Damp may over. ſpreag 
Thonyhts; and a 'Sefrſe of thy own' Unworthineſs, may 
tarniſh the Triumphs of this Day of ' Fubile. Perhaps 
| — Vs 4 . thou 


Ch. I. Of \ Gratitude. ts God. Þ 
thou mayſt cry our with the . Nhat Reward can I give 
unto the Lord, for al the, Benefits thed: he hath: f . 
done unto me * What ſuitable: Return can be 
made for that infinite Variery of Bleflings, which exceed my: 
Deſires, and prevent my very: Petitions ? Is it any Plegſune: 
to the Almighty, that I am thankful ? Or is it tea 
Gain to him that I make my Ways perfect? Can LOT: f, 
2a poor helpleſs Man be rofitable to God f, or a dependent 
Creature. oblige an all · ſuffici ent Creator ? a 

God forbid ! My Goodneſt, O Lord, extendeth not un- 
to Thee 4, nor are my Thanks any Compenſa- + 326.6, 
tion for thy Favours. I muſt always acknow- : 
ledge m pendence, and thy Supremacy ; my Indigence, 
and thy Riches. 

But yet even in this reſpet; O my Soul, Thou haſt no 
Foundation for Miſtruſt or Def] - Fer tho' thou 
canſt not tranſact with thy God upon the Terms of ſtrict 
Juſtice, yet thou mayſt upon the mere fayourable-Conditis 
ons of Mercy and Cond eſcenſi en. The — be great, 
and thy Pocket defective : Yer Thanks is: in thy Power, 
and Praiſe is a current Payment. To render an Equivalent 
for the Divine Favours, is impoſſible 3 but to make an 
Acknowledgment is very eaſie: Ap it is not ſo much 
what is ſtriſtiy due, as what God will accept ef, which ouglit 
to be the Subject of our Enquity. | 

Then act, O my Soul, wich Candor and Ingenui 
upon this important Duty of Praiſe and Gratitude; — 
let the Number and Qpality of 12 thee; 
to the Small, but Sincere 1 of Thanks. My Heart 

may be inflam'd, and my Tongue ſpeak; my Affections 
may be rais d, and my Lips may declare their Sentiments 
my Meditations may be fix d upon be various Bleſſings 
Providence; and the Breath which the Aimighty has, giv- 
en, may be — in — — of 
the Donor. ank giving is | . Praiſe * 
is comely; : Nature — mg in the Duty, Rep * 
and Experience demonſtrates the Advantage of it. The 
Bleflings which I enjoy, are holden upon chis condition, 
that I conſtantly commemorate the Goodneſs of my Be. 
ne factor; and if I be deficiem in my Acknowledgments, [ 
not only rob my ſelf of Preſent, but cut off the Hopes of Fu- 
ture Favours, and run the riſque of my Eternal, as well as 
1 Tem. 


4 The Devout Soal. Book 1. 
rel Happineſs: For the Sou! may be ſtarv'd by In- 
grarirude, as well as the Body; and nor only Food may be 
eny'd to a craving 1 and Rayment to a naked. 
Back ; Bur the SanRifications of the Spirit, and the Com 
mnuniparions of Grace; the Proſpect of Life, and the Inhe- 
Mend. of Glory, may be with · holden from an rt 


— 


——— —— ů inte 
POEM, | 


Curſt e 16 * 
Thou Firſt-· born Child of Lell, bann F. 
And the moſt frightful of the monſtrous Brood! L 
By Thee, thy Siſter Furies are endu d aA 
With their deſtructive -Qualities: * — 337503 y 
Horror and Diſcord with Thee dwell, + 
And Veng'ance draws from Thee Supplies : N 
7 "By Thee inſpird, Rebellious Pride 0 
Erects her haughty Creſt; | 
Sly Malice her clandeſtine Bes 3 
Murder and Theft the Laws deride 3 
12 And meager Envy takes 
Mer hiding Snakes from thy" envenom'd Reeg 


7 © var 
By thy PerſuaGans tangy Lucifer n 
Wichin Heayin's Walls commenc'd an impious War. 
I was Thou, Thou mad 'ſt him firſt rebel, 
And haft rewafded his Revolt with Hell: 
There doom'd by an irrevocable Fate, 
His cürſed Empire he maintains, 
And over Knaves and Villains reigns: - 
| And Thou, —_ 
(Who haſt the Rebe Parry (till purſu'd,) 
; Art his Prime Miniſter of State. | 


1Ghk _ arp 10 God 


A 111. 38 
Thou, early Footing gain'ſt on Earth, 
And all Diſaſters owe to thee their Birth. 
Thou didſt che State of Innocence invade, 
And in ſweet Eden's bleſs'd Abode, 
' The Author of our Race perſuade, 
That by Rebellion he ſnould be a God. 758 
* 12209 2 57 
! ; r IV. | 5 by of 
Thou ſtill continu'ſt with thy dire Alam 
To ſer th' unruly World in Arms; 
Rapine and Death to propagate, 
And Nature's ſtricteſt Ties to violate. - 
O Heavn's! there's not a ſingle Crime 
Recorded by the Hand of Time, 
Which Pride or Envy did tranſact; 
No vile Attempt was ever made, 
Unleſs conducted by thy Aid. 
Thy working and prolific Mind - 
Did firſt project the black Deſign ; > fi! 
Thy pois' nous Breath (cif fann d — Fire, 
And with repeated Vigour did inſpire 
The faultring Agents, and applaud the Fac. 
| v. 
Headed by Thee, — * * combind; 
And Judas with the Fews and Devil joyn on 3 
And for a little glitr'ring Earth, Dad nate od 
Baſely berray'd th' incarnate God, 40821231387 2k 
And — d the Lord of Life to Death, | 
Puſh'd on by Thee, Ambitious Abſalom ;- - - 
Kind Nature's Dictates diſobey d, 
And thro' the Streams of his old Father's Blood | 


(When He os long the Empire ſway d,) 
Artemprs the March to Salem's Throne. 


WT 1 
O curs'd inexorable Fiend!..... 1 10 6 N . 
Whom no obliging Arts can move, 

No Conde cenfion win! 1 


2 «W " 


6 Ide Deva Soul. Bock I. 
Thee, the moſt cruel Savage Beaſt, 
The Tiger, Rear, and Lenk deteſt 
Their native Roughneſs they lay by, 
And awkardly exprefs their Love 
To the kind Keepets, ho their Wants ſupply. 
, Ds * 
Behold, how Things 'inanimare, 
By Narure's ſecret Inſtinct mov'd, 
(As if ev'n they could love or hate :) 
Expreſs Abhorrence of Ingratitude. 
The wide Creation's boundleſs'Conrſe+ 
Grateful Returns pays to the Source, 
(Th' Eternal Souree of all its Bliſs;) 
From whence its Being it deriv'd, 
And all its a&ing Faculties receiv'd. 
The Waters of the Great Abyſs, 
= EIS — oy, | 
e Drought o ings ounrains to ſupply 
With an obliging Speed, 
Their Tributary Screams repay, 
Into the Boſom of their Mother Sea. 
Vapours atrracred by the Sun, 
In kind refreſhing Show'rs return, 
Upon the parched Face of Earth, 
To forward lab'ring Nature's Birth. 


n VIII. 
How then can Man, oblig'd the moſt, 
His Benefactor moſt abuſe p 
How can infirm Dependence boaſt 
Her Strength againſt Omnipotence? 
How can aſpiring Infolence 
A render Father and a God accuſe, Ws r 
And the repeated Grants of gen rous Love miſ-uſt 2; 
' 4 


IX. 


Do thou, my Soul, ch' ungrateful Brood 
Of _ —— deſie; 
Dare ſolely to be good, ä 
Foylely r approach the Deiry, er 
In ſpite of the confed rate Multitude. 


I, 


Ch. I. Of :Gratitadle to God. 57 
.Go,ſuramon all thy Faculnes, * 
T5 the Chorus in thy Maker's Praiſe. | 
Let grateful. Hymns, lie curling Incence tiſe, 
And nathing damp their boundleſs Flight: 
Ler Ecchoing Ecchoing Anthems reach 
Th' Empyreal Heav'n's utmoſt Height: 
Bid ev'ry Paſſion be upon the ſtretch, 
And in the loft'eſt Strains its Zeal expreſs : 
For GOD's the Subject of our Lays ; 
And there can never, never be ls, 
Never be Flatt ry in our Maker's Praiſe. 
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HYMN I. 
I ae, give er Praiſe ſbal 


be 
ever in my Mouth, (Pl. 34. 1. | | 
18 thanks unto \thee, O Lord, ＋ hs People: I 
will fing Praiſes unto thee among the Nations. (PL. . 
For all the inhabitable World partakes of thy 
ra and every Language ſhould proclaim their Grati- 
e p 


Thy Mercy, © — he Browns, cud" op 
Faithfulneſi unto the Clouds. (Pl. 36.5 


gar andeth likg the Mountains, 
ey Rinde . 4 lerkaubibie wt the great Deep. . 45 


Thou art good to al, and thy tender Mercies are over all thy 
Works. (PC. 145.5. | 

The Soul hangeth upon thee, and thy right Hand hath uphol- 
den her. (PL. 63.9.) | 

Thy Linie-iudueſ is better than Life it ſelf, and thy Fa- 
vour extendeth to Eternity. (Pf. 63.4.) 
| ©! Confider this, ye that farget Gal: and live no longer 
in Lengrance and Stupidity. 

ome hither, and behold the Works of C; how 

i in bis Doings towards the Children of Men. (PC. 66.4.) 

O ! taſte, and ſee how gracious the Lord is, and let Experi- 
ence rebuke your Ingratitude. (E. 34.8.) | | 


They 


: „ N Deverr Soul) Book. 


Then ſhall ye 7 the Lord with me, and we ſhall magniße 

bis Name together. V3.) ' - wes 7 
Our Souls fhall be ſatisfied, even as it were with Marrow and 

Fatneſs, when our Mouths praiſe kim with joyful Lips. (P1.63.6,) 


HYMN II. 


| HEN you gloriſie the Lord, exalt him as much as yy 
can : For even yet will he far exceed. (Ecclus. 43.30.) 
And when you exalt him, put forth all your Strength; and be 
not weary : For you can never go far enough. (Ibid.) 
Every Day brings Variety of Bleſſings, and every Night 
ſnould be the Subje# of Gratitu e. 
For the gracious Lord hath fo done his marvellous Works, that 
they ought to be had in perpetual v ance. (Pl. 111.4.) 
O God, we have heard with our Ears, and our Fathers have 
declared unto us, 


Ele Noble IWorks that thou didſt in their Days, "and in ti 


old time before them. ; 
And we ſhould not hide them from the Children to come: But 
the Honour of the Lord, bis mighty and wonderful Wark; 
#bat be hath done. (Pſ. 78. 4.) | TIDY 
For one Generation ſhauld praiſe thy Deeds unto another, and 
declare thy Power; (Pl. 145.4) 2 : 
bas their -Poſterity might know it, and the Children which 
are yet unborn ; (Pſ. 78.6.) * , | X 
Jo the intent, that when they come up, they might fhew their 
Children the ſame: (V. 7.) — e's 16223 
i. be 4 0H om put their truſt in God, and not forget the 
Works of God, but keep his Commandments. (V. 8.7 
O, therefore; bring the Tribure of your Praiſes to his 
Alrars, and let the Memorial of his abundant Kindneſs be ſhen- 
ed nmongſt Men. (Ef. 14 5. 7. r 
Alleluia, Salvation, and Glory, and Honour, and Power, be 4. 
ſcribed unto the Lord our God + (Revel. 19.1.) 
For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth 5 and erne end righ- 
teous are all ſus Fudgments. (C. 6.2. 
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PRAFTEAR II. 


A us *x \ 
Father of Vietkies ald Ubdwf We, who makeſt thy 

Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and ſendeſt Rain 

an the 
Number of thoſe, who have plentifully receiv d, and ſcan- 
dalouſly abus d, thyGracjous;Fayoury ; Bur I entreat thee 
not ro impute to me my former Ingrarirude, nor to ſuffer 
my Diſobedience to defeat the Deſigus of thy: good: Provi- 
dence. Continue to bleſs me among thy Faithful Ser- 
vants, and by the Repetition of thy Favours to mollifie 
my Heart, and by the Merits of chy to ſave my Soul. 
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1 for thy Goodneſs and Loving-kindneſs tome % Ns 
and to all Men re + 3 
me ſuch a due Sence of all thy Mercies, that I may. ſhew 
forth thy Praiſe, not only with my Lips, but in vy Life, 
by giving up my ſelf to thy Service; and by walking be- 
fore thee in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all my Days, thro 
eſus Chriſt my Lord: To whom, with Thee, and the 
oly Ghoſt, be all * Honour; and Glory, World without 
End. Amen. © A, | 
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Return thee my unfeigned Thanks, O Beneficent »God;, 
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OST o 4 Tunes of fd World are owing 
ro the elta K digian, and the Negled 
of Public Worſhip. The Statelineſs of our own 
Houlſes.demonſtrares rhe Fride of the Inhabirams ; and 


the ruigaps Condition of our ——— proves de 
Lake - warmnoſs and Avariceof rag: porn 
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a - 
Till chou the mouldring Temple s Walls repair, 
And mak ſt Religion, and the Gods thy Care, 
Expect revengeful Plagues around thee ſpread, 
And all thy Father s Guilr deſcending on thy Head. 


O my Soul, caſt thou thy Mite into the Treaſury, nr 
1720 moſt ſerious Endeavgurs to oe che R 
ilegious Nation. If Public Prayers and wh oe 
arte are of any — let Purſe and rope go 
together, 


Chit f PobbaWorfhip. 11 
together, and join all their Strength and intereſt in ce 
Warks of Pier ant Devotio . 

Come: vom, my Soul, let us uni xnd the Leu 
hearken for the Summons to the Temple, and not miſa 
the tated Hours of the ny and Evenitty Sacrifice, 
Come, come, let us renounce Buſineſs and Diverfions; 
and bid adieu to the Cares and ODiſtractions of this World. 
Core, let us prepare our ſelves for a Spititual Entertain - 
ment, and make a ſolemn Viſir ro our - Bodily Exer- 
viſe profiteth hut ile; and ſome formal Niceties and fun- 
&ilio's of Worſhip do but engender Serife, and adminiſter 
to ition. Oh ! chen, my Soul, let us engage hear- 
tily in chis Profieable Service, and profecure the Affairs of 
nas hid Vigegr and plication, In — thereto, 
let us enter in the Manſſon-Henſe o | y our 

foundeſt Ro to the Bleſſed Jeſus: — us ſein 
our ſelves to the Society of the Fai and obferve the 
Rules and Conſtiturions of the Churck : Let us partici- 
— af the ſacred Ordinances, and pteſent our Tribute of 
ic Prayer and Praiſes 10 our Maker. | 
But ſinſt af all, O my Soul, before thou entreſt into the 
Temple of tbe Lord, consider, chat che Place it ſelf is Sa- 
cred and Venerable; and that che Majeſty of Heaven is 
not to he approach d but with the profoundeft Reverence 

This ſingle Canfiderarion will oblige thee to ſuch a pre · 
vious Settlement and Diſpoſal of thy Affairs, that no im- 
pertinent Thoughts, nor Worldly Cares will prefume wo 
mingle themfelves with thy Devotions, and interrupt rhe 
Courſe of xy Piety. It will alſo regulare thy Actions 
and Geſtnres, and prevent all indecent Haſte into the Di- 
vine Preſence, and unmannerly obtruding thy ſelf upon che 
Deity. Far God; who has made boch Body Son, 
thinks the Attendance of Both, but a Reaſonable Piece of 
Service. "The very Building of the Temple, and the Order- 
ing of the Fewifh Ceremonses, ſhew, that he affects ſome- 
thing Great and Magnificent in Public Worſhip 5 And tho? 
he hates Foppery, yet he loves Cleanlin 

Tis true, he does not ſo much regard the Mode of our 
Dreſs, and the Coſtliaeſs of our Apparel, as the Sincerity 
of the Heart, and the Purity of the Affections: Bur this 
will got excuſe Sordidneſs and Ircevercence in his Worthip, 


1 The Devost Soul. Bock I. 
and hinder us from acting in his Houſe like Rational | 
Creatures, and approaching his Royal-Preſence with ſuch 

Ceremenies and Reſpect, as are due to his tremendous 

a 6 * el 01 51 Tin 


Majeſty. INF, f i ou | - :- Ip . | 
Many People, tis to be fedr'd; frequent the Charch, ra · 
ther to be: ſcen of Men, than to pay any reat Homage to 
their Maker; and ſeem more forward to be diſtinguiſſi d 
by the Particularity of their Clothes, chan che Ardor of 
their Devotions. Their Religion conſiſts rathet in outward 
. Shew,: than inward Purity; and their Adorning is more the 
e . Plaiting of Hair, and the Wearing of Gold, and 
142. n g the y of Apparel, than the hidden Or- 
naments of 4 meek and à quiet Spirit , and the unſſotted 
Garments of Vertue and Holineſs. Their Buſineſs is not 
ſo much to attend the Prayers, as to cenſure the Preacher; | 
nor to procure the Favour and Bleſſing of God, as to at. 
tract the E, es, and engage the Affections of ſome wanton 
Admirer. But this Profanaticn of the Temple is as daring 
a Piece of Impiety, as Thezrs of 'o/d, who made it a Den 
of Thieves, or of Jater times, a Stable of :Horſes. \ M bat 
+ Jer. tin; ber y Beloved 1 do in wh r ſbe 
| '*. - bath wreught Lewdueſi with many |? by ſhould 
the Beauty of Holineſi protect Strumpets and Adulterers; 
and the Hour of Prayer be che time of Intriguing and Al: 
ſignation? 8 3110 
Conſider, O my Soul, chat thou haſt another Employ- 
ment, when thou art in the Temple of the Lord, and that 
a ſevere Ef e watches all the Poſtures of thy y, and is 
privy to the moſt ſecret Motions' of thy Heart. Thou doſt 
not come hither, as to the Park or the Play-Houſe, to obſerve 
the Quality, and be gaz d at by the Rebble Bur thy Buli- 
neſs is Serieuſneſl and Devotion; to ſpeak with the Great 
God of Heaven and Earth, and tranſact the Affairs of. Erer- 
Airy. n (7 HI. d  D3I735;4M ; If; 1 
And certaialy, this is an high Privilege for Duſt and fl. 
ſhes to be admitted to on the one fide, and *a wonderful 
Condeſcenſion in a God of Majeſty and Power to grant, 
on the other. How Seraphie muſt this Converſation with 
our God be? How endearing this Familiarity ? What an 
Happineſs is it, for the Faithful on Earth to be employ d 
in the ſame Buſinefs with the Saints in Heaven? What an 
Honour, for the Militant State of later Chriſtians to 2 * 


1 217 4 « OY > } N 1 
ChE of Ful moro. . 
ſent the Triumphs and CP _ Firſt-Born in Pa- 
y 25 An wie Man tot - cunſider J 3 2 * 
2 and a Fool doth not underſtand it *. The 51 
iddy Multitude are ſo ftupify'd by Ignorance, and 
rown'd in Senſualiry, that bebt et their Obligations 
to God; and Perſons of better Senſe and Education, en- 
deavour to reaſon themſelves into abſurd Notions of the 
Church and Religion : Elſe, why ſhould the Taking of Phy. 
fic, or the paying of a Viſit, a frivolous Journey, or a Pre- 
rence to Buſineſ,, be the conſtant, Employment. of our, So. 
lemn Days, and the faſhiqnable” Excuſe for the Neglect, 
of Public Worſhip Conſidet chis, ye that forget 'God, leſt 
he pluck, you away ſuddenly, and © there be none 2 
to deliver you F. 5 ofthe Gel ae flight nt. 


the ſolemn Offices of the „are in effect aſham'd 
of che Service of their Maſter, and act diſhonourably by 
their Saviour. They undervalue tfiar Method, by which 
God has thought fir to convey Tempora! Bleſſings to rhe 
World, and ſet * for an Independeney againſt Prova. 
dence. They ſ. themſelves in Ignorance and Stupi- 
dity, and debar their Souls from all Growth in Grace, 
and Improvement in ſpiritual Knowledge. n 
In ſhort, ſuch negligent and profane Perſons ſeem to 
relinquiſh the Faitb, and caſt themſelves out of the Cove- 
nant : And tho' the Cuſtom of their Countrey, aud che 
Piety of their Parents has made them Chriſtians; .. yet 
_ their ſubſequent Actions null their Baptiſm, and their daily 
Practice pronounces them Infidel | 5 N 
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'Q< Lord = Hoft !. OM 
How charming is. the . Place, - 

Which thou doft, make rhy, bleſs'd . - 
nn Nied Prone race! 1 4 gs | 
My.pant P 


Into thy L. mi 


] Heart 
— e 


„ pap 0 Wb 
Under thy Roof, the Fosther d ER ; 
Their ful Reſidence have choſe; ' 


cars will protect. cheir Vun 
giroatoir a kno LimbsRepoſe, 1 


IV. 
| 3 the Man, who always dwells 
_ Within thy awful Temple's Walls; 
Whoſe well-run'd Tongue in Praiſe excels, 
And Night and Day for Bleſſings calls. 


V. 
*. Righteous Arm ſhall thoſe defend, 
Whoſe Confidence is plac'd on Thee ; 
Thy Bounty ſhall thy Saints attend; 
1 Strength be cheir Security, 7 


VI. Behold 


a Of. e fl 13 


| | VI. 
Dekold with what atraving Lo gg 
From — — remoteſt Coaſt, 


In joyful Troops the Pilgrims move. 
| Aale the thringed Templiipolis T 11 


re £ VII. 
hevopt the Vowywhiel dere chey ar, 
Ard ler thy Biunry 0 n che Teer 
Hear David, for thy Mercy's ſake, _ (4-780) £28 1 
Ate ble the People for dis Pry. ee 
f VIII. Ce Kerr 
Wien mere Delight one fngle Dar 
Wickin e 23 dN ahh l | 
Debury's the Hotoue of thy Faces 
I'd rather be the meaneſt Slave, ' 0 
Were my Anemdance ftr d on Thee, 
That eavyd Crowns arid Seepters have, bert 
el hs Brice Via, 
(v. J 15 „ X. 3 r WW N Nr 
To others I relinquiſh OW 
And firfill Stare and Pride I ſcorng: bly wt 
I'd ſooner keep the Temple's Door, ende 
Than Lord it upon Fudeh's Throne, eien 


1 1 


— 
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NE thing have I . .the park ric -g, 
2 and I hope chat he will vote me the Regueſt of my. 
Lips ; (PC. 27.4 9 11 * 1 1117 20? k; n 1 

Even that I may dwell in gle Ad the D 
of my Life, to behold the fair Beauty of the-Lord, and to viſit 

Temple. (V. 4.) OI 

Fer in the time of Trouble he ſhall hide me. in, bis ; Tabernacle ; 
yea, in the ſecret Place of his 6; Dt pg ſhall be hide me, (V. 5 * 

The Lord is my Light and my Salvation ; whom then 
fear ? The Lord is the Strength of my Life, ef phon t ben Fat 
The afraid? (V. 1.) 

I was glad when they ſaid unto me, we will go into the _ 
of the Lord. (Pf. 122.1.) 221 t D ini 
For I will offer in his Dwelling 5 Oblation A* 
weſs : I will ſing and ſpeak Pref es unto the. Lord ch greg Gl 7). 

Our Feet ſhall ſtand in thy Gates, Feruſwlem, and our 
Tongue ſhall praiſe the God of Faceb. . 

Feruſalem is beautiful for Situation, pry is built as 4 City 
that is at Unity with it ſelf. (Pſ. 48.2. 122.3.) 

For thither the Tribes go up, even the Tribes of the Lord, to 
Rn | and to £5 chanks . abe A of the 
Lord 4 N 4 

Very excellent things are ſpoken of a ef City of Ged; 
72 high n are given of thy ſolemn Allemblies 
(P/ 87.2.) 

Thy Foundations are upon thy holy Hills ; Pa the Lord lovetb 
wh Gates more than all 2 Dwellings of Jacob. (VI.) 

O, pray for the Peace of Feruſalem : They ſhall proſper that 
love thee. (Pl. 122.6.) 
Peace be within thy Walls, and Plentcouſneſs within thy Pa- 
laces, [V. J.) | 

For my Brethren and Companions Jakes, I will wiſh thee Pro- 

ſperity. (V. 8. ) 


Tea, 


cn of ral Wirſtlp. ii 
Tea, becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our God, I will ſeek to 
Anat” 9). AT 72155 N Pre 
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* that tand in the Houſe of the Lord, even j 1 
N (PC. 134. 423 ö 
© Receive , I pray you, the Law from big Mouth, and lay up bis 
Warts in your Heart. (Job 22. 22.) 
Learn the Fudgments of bis Teſtimonies, and walk in the * 
defiled Way of the Lord. (Pl. 119. 17.) 
Acquaint your ſelf with bim, be 4. gy" For thereby 
Good ſhall come unto you. 22.11.) 
Lift up your Heads in t — and fall low o# your 
Knees befare his Footſtool. (Pl 134-2. 132.7.), , 
Give. him thanks with your whole Heart among the Fairhful) 
and proclaim his noble Acts in the Congregation. (PC. 111.1 ), 
Ling, ef: the Cup 1. Salvation, and call upon the Name of the 
116.12. 
wed A your Vows now in the . ee of all bis People ; in the* 
Courts of the Lord' s Houſe, even in the midſt of thee, O Feru- 
ſalem : aiſe the Lerd. (V. 13.) 
"Bleſſed is the Man (faith God) that auth this, and the Son, 
of Man that layeth bold on it. (Iſa $6: 4.1. 


Bleſſed are they that keep my Sabbath frem p olluting it it, Perl 
with-hold their Hands from doing any evil; ba . 


That ak of me the Ordinances of Fu tice, rake delight. 
in approachmg e bar © ! * $ 1 
ven them will I bring to my holy Mountain, nd · 
joyful in my Houſe of Prayer. (Ch. 56. 3. * bem, 

Their Burnt-Offerings and their Sacrifices ſhall be e accepred 


upen mine Altar, __ their Perſons rewarded in a better 
Kingdom. (V. 7.) 


PRTAER 
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— ee doen 
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O Pad. dee Ang And Gene it cannot 2 cleans 


tinue if Safety without rhy Succour, 1 
4 Senger by f Fel * aud 13 
chro Jeſus chrit my Lord. 4—— Sy 
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| G r. 0 RN that a lively Ws of Religion 200 
true Spirit of Primitive Devotion, ma oy in 
this prof igate 1400 debauch d Age, and cha Sacrifice: 
and Oblatiens of te Faithful may 7 the gran threa · 
tend to our Nation, and procure the Felicity of thy Peo- 
ple. Hear the ſecret Cries of thoſe Aſtrelled Soul who 
wart rhe happy Opportunities of attending upon thee in | 
Public; and let their devour Lengings after the T. Temple, and 
paffionate Deſires of thy ſacred Ordinances, be pleaded in 
excule for rheir Abſence m the Service of the Church. 
previous Neglects or Miſdemeanours have debarr'd 
them from thoſe Privileges of Public Worſhip, which we at 
enjoy, pate — them, Ge 2 mer Sins 
ur ſtrengeben them in their Solirpdes and Captivities, "with 
e — ne N Chriſt my Fa Amen. 
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CHAP: III. 


The 2 the Mong, 1 
SAE 5. on en 

— eee I direct my Prgee to Ther, and wit 
; 1 up. | 
mx DITA * 10 * 3 


Year ;. ſo. has he appropr 
them bel particular A Ain Of Ute. One Dip 


of. Seren has he-reſerv'd to himſelf, and the other Six has 
he given to the Sons of Men for. the Exerciſe of their. law- 
ful Callings and Ocoupations . Not that any Prerence of 
Worldly. Buſineſs can, even upon theſe Six-Days,. excuſe a 


total Neglect of: Religions Duties, or patronize us: in Pra · 
ctices contrary to what we are oblig'd on the Seventh :. 


A 8 Ce 2 NE 2 882 


For · cho the Caling of our Solemn 4 Aſſemblies is not then fo. 
publickly.obſerved, as on che Sabb ain foe Ac 
knowledgments are to be preſented. to E l particu- 


lar. Returns to be made dies that. new ſpace Forde which- 
we are-allow'd to live, and act in. And it is in vain for 
Men to expect ſucceſs in their ſoou'ap p Afaig, or to think 
theit own-earty ring, or indefati Induſtry can bring 
about their. Deſigns, * they 28 implore the Divine. 
Aſſiſtance, and beg. God's Concurrence with their honeſt, 
Eadeavours. For the ſame God thar made, muſt neceſſa · 
rity this Lower World; and it is impoſſible to 
act any thing without his Privity and Permiſſion. He 


tha does not beſpeak the Deiry, before he enters upon his 
com- 
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cn Occupation or Employ meut, ſeems to act in dif. 

or defiance to Providence : and it is no wonder: if 

Fro Ab ars be unfanctify d, and che EVent of all, Flos. 

9 nt yr Fo fore 4 

| After we ariſe up, there inf ie Morning, we ſhould 
fall low upon our Ks before our bountiful ler, and 

adore him with the ſame. Liy F $9 pad Vigour, with 

which we cbnmmotily- begin oridly Affairs. We 
| ſhouid reflect upon thoſe Dangers and Difficulties which we 
have.-palsd-thia..n. the foregoing. Night and not only. 
thank God for the Guardianſhip of his Angels, and the 

Prc tection of his Providence; but enter into a ſtrict Con- 

federacy for the Maintenance of his Honour and Service; 

and bind un bur Souls with Vows and h Keſolutions 
for the Regulation ande Government of our future 

Lives. 

Conſider, O Man, that thou art juſt entring upon the 
Buſineſs of the Day, a dlaunchi Tinto the wide O. 
Wind of Worldly Emi _ Thou knoweſ not what 

Winds or peſts may ariſe, or whither thy im us 

vt aud Ambien 887 carry chee: And iewbuld be gut 

of Prudence do prepare for a Storm before- hand, 

in 4 Proviſion for thy Journey, and to ſtock th ſelf * 

9 Atfiſtances of Grace, as may be à probable Security 

inſt all untertan Difaſters. Let it be part of thy Mor. 
ae IN to /meditare upon theſe" Opportunities of 
ag 50 Which _ probably offer themſelves in the | 
enfuing B and reſolve, according to thy Abilities, to 

N thats all' re che beſt advantage. Let thy Study be 

bent upon the | Servite\and” Welfare of thy -Fellow-Crea- 

wres ; and reckon thoſe Minutes for loſt, wherein thou 
haſt not been reipectful to thy Maker, benefcial ro thy 

Neighbour, and innocent to thy ſelf. Gonfider the World 

28 4 Trap or a Snare, and guard againſt the Infection of 

il Example and bad Company. 

Ler not the Smiles of a Friend, or Abs Grows on an 
Enemy”; the Teinptations of Honour, or the Propoſals of 
Gain, make thee break off thy Morning:Contracts with thy 
2 ur vacate thoſe my Ties cow haſt laid W Con- 
pee | 


Thou 


Ch. TH. The Ditties of the Morning. | 11 
Thou muſt know very well, —— God, who has wy thee 
time in this World, requires, chat : ſhould'ſt be ready 
to ſpend it in his 2544.0 And 45 horrid piece of 
Inęratitude would it be > What an Inſtance of bruriſh Stu- 
pidiry, to be unmindſul of chat Npridence at the firſt 
Entrance upon Day, which has ſuſtained thee all . 50 113. 
the Night, and ligheened thine Eyes, that . they gt 7. 
| 


. 


ſleep hor nie Dann. i rr ER I 
Feraainly, freſh and repeated Kindneſſe; demand a 
ſpeedy and unfeiꝑned Return of Thanks; and every, Mops 
ning is a ſacred Portion of Time,.. which ſhould be des 
dicared as a Firſt Fruit Offering to che Service of ou 
Almighty fen * Thine own Ey es may ſatisſie thee 
how gar and fprightly all things do then appear, and 
low the Sun cometh forth as a Bridegroem out of 1 t is up 
his Chamber, and rejoyceth as a Giant to run bis 3 
Courſe t: And why ſnouldſt not thou riſe as early to trim and 
beaurifie thy Soul, and ſet out with as great Chearfulneſs- 
aud Reſolution in thy Journey to Paradiſe ? Iris very proba- 
ble, that the ſubſequent Acts of thy Life may be anſwerable 
to a good Beginning; and the Impreſſions, which the Soul 
takes in her Morning-Retirements, may diſcover them- 
ſelves in the Bnfineſs of the whole Day: For when a 
Man, by his early Prayers and Supplicarions, has ſub» 
mirred his Defires ro che Will- of God, and ſurrendred 
himſelf to the Diſpoſal and Protection of Providence, he 
has reaſon to expect, that the Divine Grace will guide and 
aſſiſt him in all bis Undertakings, and defend him 
from the malicious Attempts both of his Temporal and 


Spiritual Enemies. 


. 
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P 0 E M. 
WWA eep forſakes rhe. S s Eyes, 
1 And ones 1g wah nenrying Li ſoft Bandage "frees ; 

An ie Morning w returni 
Diſpels che e N of Fg Night; 
_ Haſte roth thy ſweet Repoſe and y Trance, 
eſt liagriag Slorh daa chy Innocence. 
is dang'rous long to truſt a waking Head 


o th' hot Embraces of a treach raus Ded: 


| For chen thy roving Th ts are wont to ſtray, 
And wanton Objects with Fancy play, : 
And looſe Idea's to Py Mr convey. 
Thex Reaſon, brib'd by Paſſion, repreſents 


The pov wdy Pleafures af deluding "Senſe. 

s nun rous, and the Ty, 'al bold, 
And rat & Troops ſurround the helpleſs Soul s - 
The Soul, which Natel, like che Body lies, 
Toev'ry Viceexpos'd an eafie Prize, 


Beſides, tis pity that a Nable Mind 
To drowfie Fetters ſhould be long conſin d: 
Tis pity chat a Mind, with Freedom bleſs d. 
Should wi oh my; Bondage be depreſs'd ; 
Or ſluggiſh Matter ſuffer'd to controul 
The ſprightly Sallies of an active Soul. 


 Th' All- wiſe and Mi hry —— did — 
Zach Being ſhould ue * 
And Man, = Image of the { 


Was not deſign d to e his Li, away, 
And by a thouphtleſs Inactivity decay. 


The Bluſhing Morning with her Op'ning Lrgac. 
The latent Flames of Love 3 * 
And warms Creation with her fruitful Rays, 

And tunes each Creature's Voice to his Creator's Praiſe. 


The 


Ch. 1H. The Duties of the Mwrning. 


The ſavage Herd, which zbro' the Faxeſt roam, 

Sated with Prey, purſue their joyful Home: 

And the brisk ongſters of the liſt ning Waad 

In merry Strains proclaim their Gratitude. _ 
The watchful Turtles from their Ivy move, 

Ant cooe from Bough to Bough their $ . 

From Alhiey's Chalky Clifts che Morning 

Does the firſt Streams of op ning 1 mark, 

And from her dewy Bed 1 Phae riſe 

haſty Flights to row'r it to Skies: 
Her warbling Notes repay th' indul ent God 
For the laſt peaceful Night's ſecune Kbode. 


So the Pure Soul unto ber Maker flies, 
With Hands up-lifred, and on bended Knees 2 
The ſacred -Incenſg.of her Sacrifice 
Does from the Altar af her Heart ariſe, 

In curling Flames :o waft her Marving Fro, 
And ſcent with fragrant Steams che aabient Air. 


Th' Alnygbey looks with an obliging Boas 
And views Lich Pleaſure what is done below: 
He takes the Tribute af his Creatures Praiſe ; | 
Smiles on their Perſons, aud rewards their Lays, j 
And with ſucceeding Cites their Grazirnde repays. 


HYMN 1. 


ISE up, ye omen, She are at Edſe ; 1 wy Vuice, Fe 
Careleſs n= give. ear. to 2. $ peech. (la. 32. 9.) 
5. 1 be at „ Je, cares 


— (V. 11.) | 
Confitler the „ het? Hligent Maeron 1 Prins 


far Ale! Pro. 31. 10. 
OP" . 


"Sheri while % . yer Nighe, and | 
vents, end a Portion to her Maidens. 


She 
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| She locketh'will to t Wigs of ber Houfbeld, and cateth not 
the Bread of Idleneſt. (V. 27.) 

Go to the — thou Stuggard: . ber Wor, and be 
wiſe: (Pro. 6.6.) © 

25155 having no Guide, Overſeer,” or Ruler,  provideth her 
Meat — aud gathereth ber Food in Harveſt. (V. 7, 

How long wilt thou ep, O Sluggard ? ? "Yah wilt thou ow i 
out of thy Sleep? (V.9.) 

So ſhall thy Poverty come at one cher traveleth, and thy 

N ant as an armed Man. (V. 11.) 

Conſider, O Sluggard, the End of thy Being, and pur. 
ſue the wiſe Defigns of thy Creator. 

Canſt thou chink that thou waſt only made to doze and 
barren in Eaſe, and ſtrerch thy Limbs on a Bed of They ? 

(Amos 6. 4.) 
Ihe very Things inanimare upbraid thy Lief, and e- 
very Creature reads thee a Lecture ef Induſtry. 

The Day. ſpring from on high is pleas'd co viſit thee, and 
the Approaches of rhe Morning call up thy Devotion (Luke 
1. 79 

Oh! caſt away the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, TR * 
no Fellowſhip with the Pollucions of Fleſh. (Epb. 5. 11.) 

But walk boneſtiy as a Son of the Day, and let hy Defence 

be the Armour of Light. (Rom. 13. 12,13.) | 


H TMN II. 


= F thou wouldeſt ſc ork unto the. Lord Nr and make thy 
Supplication unt olehe Almighty ; 0 


If thou wert = and upright, ſurely now = ds awake for 
7 and make the Habitation of thy Righteouſneſs proſper 


6.) 
Tho' thy Be . were ſmall, der thy latter End ſhould 
greatly encreaſe. (V.7.) 
0 God, my Heart is ready, my Heart is ready : 1 will ſong and 
Five praiſe with the beſt Member that I have, (E.. 108.9.) 
or thou haſt made and ſuſtained my whole Body. ; and 
it is decent for every Part to unite in ho Celebratian of 


thy Bounty. 


4. 


Chain 7he Duries ef rd Wirning. 15 

2 up, my Glory; awake, Lute and Harp: I my ſelf wilt 

| right-early., (Pl, 5749+)» 2 + RR 1 1, 

05 { N edrken thou unto the Voter of my Calling, * ry 'King 
and my God : for unto thee will I make my * (PC. 5.2.) 


My Voice ſhalt thou bear b . my Supplicas 
_ ſrl prevent Pablo ke Dy Day. (V. 3. 23 

4% good thin big ts giv give thanks unto the Lord, and to ſin ſing) 
Praiſes 2 "thy Name, O moſt Higheſt. (Pl. 92. 1.) 

To tell of 75 Loving kindneſs Bs in the . and of 
thy Truth N ſeaſon. (V. 2.) 

Hear, Hear, how t be Morting Str ſing together, and all 
the Svut 0) "Gal ſhoge for Foy ; (Job 38. 7.) _ 

And do chou riſe upon the ings of Deyorion, and join 
with Angels in Celeſtial Harmony. 


Come before the Almighty Preſence with Thanks: giving, and 
ſhew thy ſelf glad in him with Pſalms. (Pl. 95.2.) 


For the Lord is I yreat and a great King above all 
Gods. (V.3. 

He is Ae God, and we are the en * 
tire, and the Wee N 3 „„ 
„ i. pes TTY ' rey + 
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Fa nes | 
5 of Seed Ferre, O Vail i prop chou N e gh ; 


allow me in this World, the nearer ler me ap to thy 
Divine Perſections. Give me power to reſolve well, and 
thy Grace to execute my Reſolutions. Make me ſen- 
able of thy warchful Providence, and Fatherly Protection 
every Morning; and let me ſo husband the precious Mi- 
nutes of the enſuing Day, that my Brethren may be edi- 
fy'd by my Example in is World, and my Soul rewarded 


for « her Pilgrace and Perſeverance i in another, amen. | 
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b en | 
1 15 IE Addicion.of 3 to my. Life, is.a freſh 
Talewt: . into my. Rag Ys a Grant of a New 
from Almighty. Providence ; And. it be. 
—— We dunk to che Giver, bor che Bleſ- 

ſing, and frugal in che Mang 

I knochat:Lhave a0 ene Re Nesdence 00 logs e 
nuance inxhis-World.; but am placd here only, for a few 
Minutes, to grade and Pax: for Eternity, and ta N. rhe 
beſt · n Jan for a and 4) e e Remo- 


val. — > che time of my. Haney bode,. DES 
lect 3 and dont 1 
2 m nd wg Ac Fr regu- 


late Matters, and Accounts &yery 
Night ; „ I Mall —— — dee De ” lor, and Fortes , 
. Credit wich my Lord and Maſter. 
I am taught. chat every particular Sin.cols 1 for ur 
lar Repentance ; and I. am . ſenſibl rdly 
let a Bay, paſs over my Head. . being deficient, in 
my Ne eee e Gagk iſpleaſure: And by 


conſequence, I ought to double my Diligence in my 
Profefion; and” as my Tears and Sins enereaſe, ro be 
more frequent and hearty in _ Exerciſe of Moron 


Parr II. 


28 The Devout Soul. Book I. 
and Penance. Some vain and idle Word will be dail 
ſpoken, fome impure and wanton Thought entertain d, — 
"ſome unruly and inordinate "Paſſion let looſe/: And how 

ort 132.4. 24 ſuffer n , mine Eye- 


lids umber, my Head to 
take any reſt, we I LE le e 5 A with my God, 


and wiped off all Stains an Rlemiſhes from my Soul 
What Re ment can ive from my Pillow, till I 
have disburthen'd my Conſcience of her Guilt, and begg'd 
Pardon fos-all-rhe Miſcarriages of the foregaing Day? 
As I obſerv'd before 4, —5 the Morning was the time for 
making good Reſolutions, and, laying wiſe Schemes for 
the Conduct and Management of our ſelves in the enſu- 
"ing Day; ſo cannot but now recommend the Evening, 
as the moſt proper ſeaſon” for Medisamion and Necollection. 
We may then look back into the former Deſigns we have 
laid, and yo our Life and Actions with thoſe Rules 
we propos'd to govern our [el our ſelyes by. We may then ſee 
with what We have mana - 


ed bee Bee d the i Opporni = were IR into our 
carb — 


Aaencrs Then we may run over the — 

© whole Day; conſider what Temptations have croſs d i in 
upon us; What Obſtacles and Im iments have retarded 
our Progre s in Verrue; and what fals and Overtures 
have — made in behalf of our Favourite Vices: But a- 
bove all, this Queſtion ſnould perperually be ſuggeſted to our 
Thoughts, and kept uppermoſt in our Minds, How well are 
.we e for Death and ne if the Sleep, which we 

; eng to take, ſhould happen te be our laſt ꝰ 

vs is the Chriſtian — of Self. — and Re- 

'feftion,; which, being of great Concern and Importance, 

© oughr to be performed coniſtantiy and regularly! : Delays, 
we know, are of dangerous conſequence, and apr to breed 

a Confugon and Intricacy in our Worldly Accounts: And it 
is therefore, the wiſeſt way to allor ſome part of every 

Day ro recollect our ſuſſ upecled Actions, and to examine 

into the ſpiritual State of our Souls. And 1 humbly con- 


— — eee momento 
I See the feregeing Medizarien, - 


-ceive, 


Ch. IV. De Duties of tbe Evening. 29 
_ ceive; the propereſt time for this Office, would be t-wards 
the Cloſe of the Day, when the Noiſe and Hurry of Bu- 
fineſs is over, and the Soul begins to grow: rerir'd and ſe - 
date. Then, inſtead of a Botrle and a Friend, a little 
Converſation with our ſelves would be convenient and edi- 
fu ing; inſtead of a Tavern the Play · bouſe; 6ur Cloſet 
and our Bible, che Examination of our paſt Life, and the ad- 
juſting of our ſpiritual Accnunts) would be a pleaſant 
Entertainment and a profitable Diverſion. 

An Heathen has inform'd us, that it was his Cuſtom 
every Night as foon as the Candle was our, ta run over”, 
all the Words and: Actions of the laſt Day, and to let 
* nothing eſcape him. For why (ſays he) ſhould I fear 
* the Sight of my own Errors, when I can admoniſu and 
2 —. my ſelf for them * ? This Practice, methinks, is 
prudent and rational, and worthy the Imitation of every 
Chriſtian : It is an Encouragement to Verrue, and an 
Hank upon Vice; may prove a Cure ro ſome Evils, and 
the Pre vention of others; a Relief to ſome Spirits, and 
a Satisfaction to all. O the bleſſed Sleep that muſt fol- 
* low ſuch a Diary! O.'the Tranquillity, Liberty, and 
Greatneſs of that Mind, which is a daily S/ upon it 
*« ſelf, and a private Cenſor of its own Mannerss | 

Then take great care, O my Soul, that thou doſt not run 
over this Task in a ſlight and ſuperficial manner, nor act 
as a Deceiver of thy ſelf, and a Trifler with thy God. 
Examination is a Work of Seriouſneſs and Importance, of 

Judgment and Sincerity: A Work, which returns as con- 
ſtantly as the Night, and requires the utmoſt Strictneſs and 
Impartiality in the Performance. For ſince Gad ye; 7G 
is about my Path, and about my Bed, and fpieth out» 
all my WaysF, it is madneſs for me, either to conceal or 
palliate my Actions. My Soul muſt be ſtript at Evening 
of all her Sins, as well as my Body of her Garments; 
my Wrath muſt ſet with the Sun, and my Paſſions be as 
calm and ſedate, as the Depth of Night. Then, then, 
I may lay me down in Peace, and take my reſt; I may en- 
joy the quiet Refreſhments of Nature, and ſleep under 

the Security and Protection of Providence: For the 


— 
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Seneca. | 


30 
F Heben are to 
F 5. e ber . 


ue. ina vs | 


Bur ſta 1 bud eie, 
And let a racked Thought admire n& 27, 57 + 
The Glories of another Stare = | 5 


For tho' our Eyes cant 2 

Thro' the dark W Womb hidden hate; 3 

Yer Fancy may throw off the Vail, 

And fee: what Fleſh and Blood conceal : 

Pee ee Night 
proper onie 

The World is now with Calmneſs bleſt, 

And ev'ry Being ſeems to reſt: 

All Nature's taſt', and thou may ſt find 

The ſame Compos daeſs. in in thy Mind. 

2 think how E Faifily Time does _ 

Huren to vaſt Eternity. 

Jin on the matry Minutes paſt, 

And how this Night may be thy laſt. 

Think, whilſt thy Soul's — & on Earth, 

Thou canſt no ſolid Pleaſure have 

Thy Sleep, the Image is of Death; 

Thy Bed, the Emblem of the Grave. 


Thy wand'ring Thoughts be'ngrhes confic'd; 
_ Hearr inflam'd, and fix'd — Mind; 


/ 


To Deva anl. Bock 


1 at firſt adore 
en es Grants of Bliſs; 
And then his future Aid implore. 
In ſome fi le Strain as this 


ober Stiepherd! Bleſſed King! 
«Who mad it and govern'ſt every thing. * 
O Thou, whaſe ever watchful Eyes 
„„ ode ex i 

ion over me 


th Ri Arm m 8 | 
4. Frm Meh A Dangers of * 


* Which rembling 1 

Let rovin Fancy 3 . ee 

* And no C 4 ſeize my Mind: N om pe 

No idle Phantom's airy 1 38 
* With Panic F Fears my Soul wee. | als ai 1 

* O! let me ne er repoſe my e 

* Till Angels wait about my Bed. 

* And by their Guardian Pow'r,re 

The ſly Attempts of en 1 


hy andy 
For all ot 


, 
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HYMN-1. 


Still enjoy the Bleſſin of Aﬀfnence and W 
L e fled with arrow and Fatneſs. ” 


The ons Land is before my Eyes, and the delicious 
Fruits thereof refreſh my Spirits. 
I have Day after Day added to my Life, and my Years 
are extending to a Es. Old Age, 

Whilſt others are nipt in their Bloſſom, and cruſh'd in 
their very Cradle: 

Their Merning un is aver-{pread with a dark Cloud, 
and their early Glory ſers in Tears : 

Their Parents are bereaved of their promiſing. Hopes, 
and their Friends baulk'd in their Dependences and Ex- 
pectations. 


Part II. C 4 How 


32 Ne ee Seth. ook 


How many Thouſands as chis very Day  [wepr into the 


Grave? and what m unerals-has vg beheld? 

What Shrieks and Ourcries have find r Ears? and 
what Complainings have; reſounded Om er... Co awer of 
3 

ow have m ? 

mae yg Patherlefl C Chile bred expor 2 upon 

th 2? 

3 43 3} 


- Bur I am ftill in the Lend if the Livi * rr of 
my Family, and the better proviſion. 7 Ne 
My Evening ſeems to Ae on WI Den tt 
Aſpect, —＋ to prom heed agg, of 
But oh! let me not build upon Co or put too 
much Confidence in this Tebernacle of 605 5 BY 
Do thou rather — 11 to number iy 22 that 7 my 
ly my Heart unto Wiſa Pſ..90.12.) 
* Oh! reach me Gratitude for paſt Favours, and give me 
gffiance in thy Providence wr IMG l 


HYMN 11 185 


ay there be that ſay 727 my Seni, There is no Help for hin 
in his God. (PI. 3.2. 
But Thou, O Lord, art my Defender : Thou art my Mor. 
ſhip, and the Lifter, bp of m Head” IV. B.) 
I did call upon the Lord with my PO and be did hear me 
out of his holy Hil. [(V. 43.) 
T laid me down, and Aept, and roſe. again: , For the Lord [5 
Hained me, (V. 5 17 
Stand in awe, and 73 Nor! , Commune * your own Heart, 
and a in your Chamber, and be Fit: (PC. 4.4.) | 
I wil thank the Lerd for g giving me warning : my Reins al. 
fo che en me in the Night. ſcaſon. (Pf. 16. 8.) 
Hive I not remembred thee in my Bed, and thought upon thee 
when was waking? (Pl. 63.7. 
* Beeauſe thou haſt been 7 . therefore under the Haden 
̃ thy Wings will I rejoice. (V. 8.) | 
" My Foul conſtantly . upon thee ; 3 * A H Hand bath 
Topported 40 — me. (V. 9.) 


A. 


"WS 79 


mW. The Duties of the Edening, 
: 4. Midnight will I ariſe to give thanks unto thee, d of 
p thy righteous Fudgments. (Pf. 119. 62.) 
[ 5 "When others are ſnoring away theik 'Tutnries — 
f bauches, my Soul ſhall be united to, and infimarely conver- 
e de The, range ey ms brews; 
| Fler Contemplations range turg che 1EntS, 
| "Paradiſe, and her Supplications be "preſented" befire the = 
Throne of God. 4 17. | f | 
O, Thou, who art al vigilant and artentive, and in- 


Day and Night for the Salvagi | 
"Da wh * FS. Aleſis) and e | 


my'Caſe with Candor ro thy Father. 


—— 
4 A 9 * 


Nr 177 
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a CY Jobs 70! 2K. 
r 
Letten my Darkneſs, I beſeech thee, O Lord, and by 

thy Mercy defend me from all the Perils a e 
and Dangers of this Night, for the Love of thy $i 
.only Son my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. _ 


p. FATE R II. 


Eep me by thy Grace, O Lord, from all the Works of 
Darkneſs, and defend me by thy Power 
from the ſubtil Attacks of Sin; and grant me * 
moderate and refreſhing Sleep this Night, ſuch 
as may fit me for the Duties of the Day following: And 
Lord, make me ever mindful of that time, when I ſhall ty 
down in the Duſt ; and becauſe I know neither the Day nor the 
Hour of my Maſter's Coming, Grant me Grace, that I ma 
be always ready, that I may never live in ſach a State as 
ſhall fear to die in: Bur that whether I live, I may live un- 
to the Lord, or whether I die, I may; die unto-gbe Log; 
ſo that Living and D) ing, I may be thine, thro' Jeſus Cheiſt 
. 8 
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The End of the Firſt Book, | 
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BOOK . 
Of de Bouny of GOD. 
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ACT. 7. 30 PEI hott 
Hath nat 27 Hand made all theſe thing: 


MEDITATION. 


HEN TI conſider the Production of this World 
from nothing, and the Space of Six Days enly 
for the Formation of every Species of Be- 

ing; I am highly oblig'd ro Revelation for 

Tearing up my comfus d Notions of Things, and fixing my 
Faith in her prime and fundamental Article. by 

| ' he 


Ch. I Of 'CRE4TION. Fs 


The Exiſtence indeed, of a God, and the Power of c 
Creator, is what I ma make large Diſcoveries of y 8 
Improvement of Reaſon: And it is no ſmall ſa . 
my Faich, that the Pagan Philoſophers and Poets ſeem ta. 
have ſuek id in the Moſare Aceoumt of à Creation, and form 
their Fabulous Schemes upon ſons un Traditions: 


of à Trae Hiſtory. „ 11 ach 2 

5 OM ; 1907 rg 

Principio celum, ac err, bete Mee, 0 

——ůů— Lame, Nraniaque Ars 

Spiritus intus alit, tovamque infuſa per tm. 

| Mens agi#at alem, & mayno. ſe corpore miſen. 4 

Inde homninum, pecudumque genus, — d 

F CEE? 

Igneus eft ollis vigor, & celeſtis origo ft 
Seminibus : quantum nom hani frpora Pardant, | |: "17 


A hebetant nu, N "PW 


12 
Know firſt, chat Heav'n and Earth's computed — 
And flowing Waters, and the Starry Flame, 9 
And both the radiant Lights, one common Soul 
Inſpires, and feeds, and animares the whole. 
This active Mind infus d chro all the Space, 


Unites, and mi with rhe mi Maſs. gh 4 


TY CE-FA 
FI 


' Hence Men and r ne; 


And Birds of Air, Monſters of the Main. - 

Th' Etherial Vigour is in all Deere >: 1+ <1 
And ev'ry Soul is fill'd with Flame: -. (nl 
As much as Earthly Limbs. grols Ally  -- } 


Of martal Mb ſubject to decay, 
Bur aer che Beams of Hear'n, and Edgeof Day, 


Lick now, 3 3 O. my. Soul, 4. tel the 
Stars, if thou art able tu number them * ; Look * Gen. 15-5, 
down upon the Earth, and ſee how her Surface * 
is repleniſh's with Variety of Creatures: And then, what 
aſtoniſning Objects will ſurround thy Contemplations? 


Whar a copious Subject will thy Thoug ts have to ſpread 
themſelves through, and expatiate — - * 


* 


4 | Oh! 


Ji ie Deren Nl. Book It 


Oh! may thy Praiſes be anſwerable to the Bxtenſiveneſi 
of thy Theme, and chy "Gratitude riſe in proportion to 
thy Obligations to a beneſicent Creator! The Heavens de. 
ert 18. Aare the Glu e God, and be Firmament ſhey. 
02 2» th bis handy Work *. His Mice is heard in the 
Winds and Thunder, and the Footſteps of his Omnipo. 
rence are vifible in every Product of the Univerſe. | is 
true, there is no Speech nor Language amongſt the Stars and 
Planets ; but cheit Influence ſapplies che Defeck of Words, 
and is a plain and legible Character 2 u Lands,” This is 
a Vice, which will be always heard; this is a Sound, 
which will never depart from the Ear. The Proviſſon is 
fo univerſal, and the Favour ſo conſtant and laſting, that 
_ Heatben Mee it, and the Barbarians believe: and wer. 
ip. | CYL UENO! 5 WY 1.7539 UA IN Qt 
Wouldſt thou act the Part of a Philoſopher or a Divine, 
the Univerſt c an une chauſted Theme for thy Contempla. 
tion, and the fevera “ Parts of it the moſt prevailing Mo- 
tives to Piety and Devotion. + 
ouldſt chen turn Poer or Orator, what. a Subject is 
re for Deſefiprion and Panegyrie? and how may thy 
Numbers and Rhetoric difplay themſelves, in ſurveying Na. 
ture, and magnifying che Author of it. // 
In ſhort, if either Profie or Pleaſure, ' if either Mſdom or 
Religion le the End of chy Studies; thou may ſt enlarge thy 
Capacities, and enrich 1 z grarifie chy Curioſity, 
and excire thy Devotion, by taſting thine E; es upon 8 


Quarter or Tract of the World. For pleaſing Scenes wi 
conſtantly ariſe,” and Vatiety of Objects preſent chem. 
ſaves to thy ſight: Order and Harmony will raiſe thy 
Wonder; and Beauty and Convenience will captivare'thy 
4 Prav 66 . Aﬀettions. Go to the Ant, thou $ rd, and 
Wenn Jearn Wiſdom from her Ways f: Lift up thine 
Des on high, and contemplate che Heavens, O thou Athe- 
Shi BL. theiſt ; and let ArFurw and Orion, let Pleiades 
da nd the Chambers of the South + read thee a 
Lecture of Divinity. Ak now the Beaſts, and they ſpal 
"CET. teach thee ; and the Fowls of the Air, and the) 
hal tell thee': Or ſpeak to the Earth, and it ſhall 
inſtrutt thee ; and the Fiſhes of the Sea ſhall declare unto thee |. 
The regular Productions of Nature, and the joyful Fruits 
of. the Earth in tbesr due ſeaſen; the ſettled Revo. uns of 
| | D 


HRT of NATO N, 


Day and Night, and the agreeable Changes of Summer 


d. Mater, are 4 84 7 8 5224 g and 1 Proofs of che 
ien of th of chat God, who made and*govertis the , 

I wonder then, why Men of refin'd Parrs, and uncom- 
mon Penetration, ſhhuld*Fun S ical and abftra- 
cted Idea's for the roof of a Deity ; when every Plant 
or Veggtable * us the moſt vely = , De- 


moniſfration. For my Gn part; love to make 
4 Diſßesley 


of what ds plain and . to my e 
nor to ſuſ ect the Truth of what oommod nud un . 
Reaſon hath ſuggeſted to me. As long as my 

upon this Globe which hangeth upon ru. * — 5 1 
and my Eyes ſurvey the 22 of the eld, 
which exceed Solomin in all his Glory ; I carry) STONY 
my Thoughts to che Author of Nature, and am 0 
ſently ſtruck wich Rapturs and Admir ation. Lord !-fay I, 
Whar inviſible Power puts freſh prolific” Vinue into this 
ſluggiſh and barren Earth; and makes it ret ive and fructi 
fie every Year 2 Lord How wonderful is that am which laid 
the Foundations of the' World, and how »thar right 
Hand which fpanneth this Heavens #2 The Wotks 71. Pg 
of Art are coarſe and bungling, to the meaueſt * 
productions of. Nature, and all Imitations are fam and 
languid, if compar d to their finiſh'd and perfect Originals. 
How ſenſleſs then, is the Philoſophy of thoſe, who would 
aſcribe the Origin of this World to a — 
of Atoms; and: would make blundęrin 
rent of Beauty and arity 75 
Infinite Mind, could project, and 
erect the. ſeveral Parts pf this ſtupeg ous and. 1 
cure: Nothing Jef; chan Infinite col 
the oa, — Pr encies 5 


wow 0 Gal. art 7 in Has, * 
and gracions in all Diſpenſations : 
worthy to receive Glay, and Honour, and — 
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. acquit God; and condemn our 

ves. ons 
e 
ons, w e thols ers, wh 
with 9 gre Jul of Violence upon mors ' (fr and Lebe 
Natures. Thefe /Meware, as it were, the — 1 


+ Job 40.3. Generation, whoſe Bones are as ſtrony RS 


2 — or N ſo 


Fer N. Lan of the Pſalmiift; They 
; but are lufly and vigorous : Theycome 
— — are they plagued lt 


other Men . 

But noneithſtandi this ſeeming Induction berween 
Human Bodies, yet I dare aver, for the generaliry, that 
che Weakeſt of our Sex, (if he will but compute his whole 
Life together,) will find reaſon to extol the ” Goodneſs of 
God for the many Years of laſting Health, in erer 
to the few Interruptions of tranſitory Sickneſs: oo 
Ia fine, the moſt Infirm among us has as mink of 
Bleſſing of Health, as is uſeful and . for him: 


And if he had more, it e e probability, admi- 
niſter to Debauchery, and che eee into Tundry 
| and faral Miſcarriages. 4 0 am gt UNIT 
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HEE, Mighty Lord; 1 ought ike + 1 
102 5 Aae Love A e bl. * 
Thee, 0 6 
Who he wy, — e wy 0 . d 

ef Foes, a It Theme affo 4 
Tre be eſh Trophies w. my e 


When Meager Sickneſs. did my Like: invades, 
To Thee, my burning Soul her ie duplay 


And from thy, healing Hand. profper's the wiſt'd ec 


yy Owl 

Once, remember, "on on the Brink of Death, N tg 
Semen by Fate to quit this ry Brearh \ A A 

1 mig e ſtood, 11 views ch In rhal-Shore, 0 Bo 


1803 as my rowllng E yes Were loſing Light, 5 
45 the Basel of Eternal 8. N nr 
The ands of Providence ere& my e. | — 
And ſnatch me from ch en of che Dead. 
— = 
For th is, Ye Saints, four tuneful Harps prepare 1 


ve, who with A the common Blefling F "> So 
With one Conlent ce your Gratit: IN 
In kind Remembrance. of our” bounte6us God. 


e be wrath. . tis like, a Fraſh of Liehr. 
WA ooner ſeen; but it *forſakes the 9 ths 0 
When ſmiling Love unbends his frowning Bro-, 
Gay Life returns, and boundleſs Pleaſure flows. 
Grief, for a ſingle Night may keep the Sway; 
Rur Jo: 7 re-enters with the breaking Day. 
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1 * Sendo. the Land is the Soil of every buddy thing, 
and the Breath of all Mankind. (Job 12. 10.) | 


O! Happy e Man who .has ſecur'd the i 
of Heaven, 5 0 the peculiar Charge of 8 


Providence. 
Fer God this ant MAE. He woundeth, and hi 
3 . (Jod 5.20.) 
efend thee under bis Wings, e BY f 


3 1 4h Hir Faithfulnoff 2 Dart, ſhall be th 
js and Buckler. (PC 91. 4. 


4) 
e ſhall deliver thee in fix Troubler';, yea, mn ſeven, there 
all no evil touch thee. (Job 5. 19.0 

Thon ſhalt not be mY . terror by Night, ur for the 
Arrow that fliet 222 (Pf. 91. 5.0 

For the Þ of Lt bat walkerh in derkpef, nor for the Sick: 
neſs that deftiizeth at Noon-day. 6.) 

4. ee foal fall beft 45 thee, aud ten thouſand at th 
right Hand, but it Jhall nor come nigh thee, (Job's; S200 

Thou ſalt be hid from the Scourge US the Tha : Neither 
ſhalt thou be afraid at Deſtruction when it cometh. "bt 

At Deſtruction and Famine thou. ſhalt laugh; neither ſpat 
thou be afraid of the 2 of the Earth.” (V. 22.) 

For thou. ſhalt be in league with the Stones of the Figld, and 
the Beaſts of the Field ſhall be at peace with thee (V.23 '» 

Theſe, indeed, are not the common Operations of Pro- 
_ nor the fixed Rules of procee g with Man- 

in 

Bur they are what the Saints, upon * en 
have experiencd ; and what Ko, RO: upon ON Occa- 
fions, =" pony | 


HTMA 


nm 07 HBALTH 
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HO Health proceedech/feam...che Almighty, as the 
Firſt and Original Cauſe, and — Skill of the Phyſi ci · 
an muſt be uſeleſs a his Approbation; 
Vet, chere are ſome ſethods by which Provi · 
dence prolongs Life, air * is in our Power ro embrace or 
refuſe them. 

What Man ine ehat lib live, and would fein ſee 
good Days ? (Pl. 34. 12.) 
Who is. He thar wank wear out the Thread of Life 
gradually, and deſcend to the Grave in 4 full Age, like as 4 
Shock of Corn cometh in, in due ſeaſon (Job 5. 26.) 

. (. Tongue qe” evil, and thy Lips that: toy ſpeak 10 

e 3414. 

8 ſebew evil, and do good : Seek nab (V.15.) 

For they that obey and ſerve the —_ ſhall pend their days 
in proſperity, and their years in leaſures. (Job 36. 11.) 

The righteous ſhall hold on their war, and they that have 
clean Hands, ſhalt be ſtronger and ſtronger. (Ch. 17. 9.) 

God has ordained Religion to by our Happineſs, and 
wy wy Vertue to our on Verte adh 

ut ys its own N N is a perpetual 

Murderer o Life and Fortune 


Exceſ f — diekneſt, and ſorfeiting will turn into 
Tree that raketh heed 
1 eiting ave many 3 at take 7 
. his dh. (V. 3 prints 
For Abſtinence 22 the Fewel from Diſeaſes, and 
Temperance quells the Burnings of a, Fever. 
Humility is a ſtanding Curb upon Pride and Revenge, 
and preyents the Duels and Murders of the Reſentful and 
Choleric. 
Diligence is like Wine tothe Stomach, and Oil to the Conn 
tenance. 
It — — every Joint and Nerve, and keeps the 
Wheels of the Machine in their regular Motion. 
It fills the __ with Milk, and moiſtenz the Bones with 
Marrow: (Job 21. 24.) 


Part II. B I: 


58 Ie Daus Soul. Book $I: 
I works round the Blood in its due Circulation, and 


expels the noxious as Homoury which, 9 * has con- 
tracted. X N. 


"PRAYER. 1 


O Cod, who haſt taught me, chat ms 9 9 for the 
pre ſeus i joyous, bite grievens'; and haft niſed, not 
to lay more upon me than I am able to Ichank 
Thee for che Supports which thou haſt afforded me in 
this traniſitory Life, and rhe ſeverat. Tarervals of Refreſh- 


Pilgri- 
an my 
rity, thro”. 


ment, by which chou haſt made the Days of my 
mage here, Eaße and Deli gheful; and haſt Aale 
Soul to ſerve thee, with all Graritude and 


Joke Cheilt: 1 Aen. 


rr u. 


God, "the: Aunber of kKeahh md Sickneſs, abs the 

Diſpoſer: of both, for che furtherance of thy provi. 
denrial eſigns; I entrear thee to prevent the Ruin * 

chat Conſtirution which chqu haſt given me, N 

rance and Irregularity; fo 5 * wh laſt Minures 4 

proach, I may ſeed re Reftections to 

having ſerv'd Thee faithfully in my Youth and Vi 

and may depart hence, in Hopes of enjoying 

and Healrh 3 in the re r Amen, 


71 
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of FRIEND me. 


of 1.4 Mi S510 " BY Py THO Yip) ten „ inn 


Mie. ot 18. 24. 
— ume. u menen, Brother. 
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HERE is . o. much Treachery and Petbdibotes 
in this World, that nothing is ye pernicious 


than a general Acquaintance, and no leſs 25 
be * > | your common F feng ; 
Entertainments. 8 e Truth, an Com: 
pliment eat dut the els ntereſt has 
cancell'd the Ties of Nature, and 125 put our own 
Fleſh and Bones to Variance. ; IM 6 

Bur ſtill jr hay be hop'd, that che Corruption is net ſo 
univerſal,; but there m7 % ſome Faith left upon 'Earth, 
and thar Men of; Principles and Generoſity are to be found, 
who will maintain a fair Correſpondence, and exchange 
good Offices w_— inoffenfive Neighbour, - _ 

There is more ſer I confels, of being impos'd 
upon by contracting endſhip, than in other Affairs; 
becauſe the Qualifications lie 2. and the Smoothneſs of 
the Lips, have oftentimes conceal'da Traytor in the Heart: 
And from hence has proceeded variety of Inſtructions a- 
mongſt Moralifts and Divines, concerning the Choice of a 
Friend, and Preſervation of an innocent and unguarded 
_ —_ the Attempts of an REY and malicious 

or * 


Part II. E 2 Solomon © 


o ne Devont dl. Beck II 


Solomon and che Son ef Sirach would have a Friend to 
be — 7 or furious Man, no Babler, or revealer of Secrets f: 
vader, "ri Opporronity, i\thoſe_prudencial 
Cerio BY which relate chiefly ro the Theereſt and 
Safety of Human Life; I ſhall fix only upon Fertue, as the 
ain Qualificationof Friendſhip ; ; ànd if I can bur find this 
Ps in any of my . "pe res I don't 
veſtion but ro build a — 3 a and to rea 
Ss peri Advantages ore upon | Diſcovery. F 
A verruous Friendſhip, — within a narrow Com- 
paſs, will be ſo far from abuſing our Time, or encroach- 
ing upon a Religious Retirement, that it will accompany 
us to the Deſart, be aſſiſtant in our Solitudes, and preſent 
us with the moſt uſeful Subjects, for the Employment of 
our Days. . | 
Man was defi en'd* by his Orig inal Conſtitution 
Sociable Creature, and the Exerciſe f Reaſon, and the Uſe 
of Speech, were the. 0 of Iniinite Wiſdom for the 
N of that Noble E | | 
The. Almighty was pleas d to declare at the Firſt Crepe 
* Gen "Rr tion of Man, that it ws N m to be 
Alone , arid ſo immediately made him an Help- 
meet and C enien to compleat his M The Joi 
(it ſeems) which were gra — him in the G 
9958 not perfect, hilt b. he remain'd in a — and 
Solitary State; and Paradiſe it ſelf was to receive an Ad- 
dition, by che Introduction of a Female Friend. 
©; Our er Saviour, whilſt he continued here upon 
ag, t fir ro dignifie and ennoble Friendſhip by 
wag, s own Example, and to chuſe out a / cer- 
Bike," tain Number of Perſons, whom he iyl'd his 
A great egg of ihe for of another World, (when our 
Natures ftiall be purifſ d and refin d,) is repteſented to 
us in Scripture, as conſiſting in the Bleſſed Society of 
Saints and Angels, and in the Friendly Intercourſe of good 
Offices, between the fereral Members of the cen Tri- 


N | 


— 


Now 


Ci. IV.“ Of Friendſhip.” _— 
Now if by che Practice of the Fi-ſt-born in Heaven, and 
the Spirits of juſt Men made 1 . we would ſweeren this 
Valley of Tears, and convert Briars and Thorns into Roſes and 
Myrtle; it muſt be by che Introduction of Love, and the 
Improvement of Friendſhip, | If the Body needs Support, ' 
rhe Mind Refreſhment, or the Conſcience Information, 
the moſt probable Method of procuring Aſſiſtance, is by 
unboſoming our Secrers, and 1 our Grievances ''to 
ſome faithful and underſtanditig Perſon. Here Religion 
and Reaſon will both i ſs; and by forming ſome ſta- 
ble Alltances,' unite hearrily for our Redreſs and Intereſt. 
For Friendſhip will be'Compafſonate in her Heart,  Libe-- 
ral with her Hand, Charitable in her Prayers, Faithful 
in her Counſels, and Zealous in her Sollicitations for the 
Indigent and b F:; bein £10 2291229 os (11 2039 * 
If therefore, we have not ſufficient Strength of eur 
ſelves, we muſt call in External Aſſiſtanoe, and by the 
Mediation of a Friend, tranſact and execute what we are 
not capable of doing in our own Perſons. It is a glorious 
Privilege of Friendſhip, that it intitles us ro another's 
Breaſt, and gives us the Freedom of Acceſs in att *Diffi- 
culties and Emergencies; and not only emboldens us to 
communicate our Joys, but ro depoſit our Griefs in his 
Boſom, and to receive Alleviktiom of the One, as well as 
Addition to the Other, by his generous Counſel and Ad- 
vice. The Chriſtian Religion obliges us te Race with 
them that db Rejoice, and to Weep with them that f b. 12 1. 
Weep 40 And * nn mere * never be 5 ay a wii 
more glorious Opportunity of exerciſing this Sympathy 
and Compaſſion, than nr 24 the Hearts K Men 9 cou- 
join'd and united together by the Sacred Bonds and Ties 
of Friendſhip : The Soul does then aſſimilate and tranſ- 
form her (alf into her Neighbour, and kindly takes the 
Weight of his Concerns upon her Shoulders, and the An- 
xiet of his. Cares into her Breaft, and in the ſeveral 
Turns and Paſſages of Life, is equally affected wich her 
Loving and Beloved Friend. g 
If we look into the ſurprizing Charities and Benefacti- 
ons of this Nation, we ſhall find moſt of them reducible 
to this exalted Principle of Friendſhip : Our Schools and 
FHſpitals are endow'd out of a generous Love to Man- 
kind; and our Foundations for Learning, are ſo mas 
bart II. ” 4 ny 


620 Tze Reue Saul. Back HD 


ny Friendly Afis . Souls and Bagley of des: In- 
digent and Deſerving. | Is e als 
ow often have we ſeen ihe Duties per- 

form by a Friend, and the Minds df Kor, {which / 
have been expos d, as well as their Bedie LE eir Earth: 
ly Parents,) ſeaſon d with good Principles a0 have 
undertaken the charitable Protection and-Gyardi ianſhip at. 
them @. 779 105 1212 180 

At other times we haye. {BA the. Reotgare, ein d. 
the Obſtinate convinc d, che Rrronequs redng!d,.the. Dap 

ful confirm d, and the, Weak ſtrengthen Ted by/the | | 

Zeal and Forwardneſs of 3 Sincere and, Gagly Friends. 
Let no Man therefore depend upon his Hun, Sufficien: - 
cy, nor by any Sullen Hum l. Diſdainful Carriage, 
ſlight the Overtures of a Frien but lex nk honour him 
as a Father, love him as a *. bearken to him as a 
Moniror, adviſe with Num ara, Yonieen ang fallow him, 


as 2 Guide. Prin O97, 10 n 
et T 1 of Ag! aq 190. is 3: vyn!od 10 S!: a 
_ oF 8 ak 07 i 11. 360 ne e 0 
W blos 0% „ ; de lee bot <9 
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A Tran tion of Part 0 ki Sixth Ra Fe. 
dn Bs 2 e 2 fe 


Kiendſ, ar Fi rt; from mild 8 "AL 
F And 1 Greeting from an Olly! 1 7a 


10 Ap. 3-54 019.43 p F274! J 
— . > her Terms, to all the World. extend, | 
But Secret i centre in a fingle Send, 1102 r to 27118 1 


Within 'whoſe Breaſt the bolted Treaſure Fer, IKE > + 
Secure from Babling Tongues and Envious Eyes, 0 


Would'ſt thou in Sacred Friendfhip's Bends wie, 
Reri'r fond ro Credit, haſty to Shbmie c + 

By frequent Tri4ls the Pretender prov 

And let Experience tie "__ Naot = tar.” 


; — HI 


7 
* , * 
9 8 '. 
i | bo 
” o by, 


ch M of run, 63 


This formal — his eal wou'd Nai 
By fulſome Laughter, and a See Bow ; _ 
Bur all his Kindneſs centers in himſelf ; 


He hates thy Perſgh, and obſues{ why Pelf. 


Another found, will ſoon thy . Foe, commence, * 
Fir'd to Reſentment from 4 al Gffencedn a 
Then Secrets are divulg d, Find een Mas” . 
Blackens thy Credf 5 and degrades thy Name. 


A Third a gladly hy Mon are, 
For Gen tous II 1 aud Luxurious Fare. 
A plentequs Table will. ſuch ds invire * 
Friends to 4 Feat, and Slaves to Appetite. 


Bur ſee theſe Villains, (whole, imperious Pt de 
Would ofer rhy Servants, and chy Houſe preſide:) 
See, when the Storms of adverſe Fortune viſe, an 
And Sable Clouds o'er-ſpread the Morning Skies ; 
The ſneaking Knives from fixing Greatneſs N 
Berray their Parron, or his Preſence tun. 18 


On laſting Friendſhi odd mou then ae. 
Let Reaſon ſpeak, and Prudence chuſe a Friend: 
In his fafe Breaft chou — 't chy Soul 1 ad 
Free from the Baſe De af Flarr'ring Foes; 
His Wholeſome Counſels 410 57 Strong efence, 
row to thy Hope, and Guards of Innocence; 

gerd Balan, which Sov! "reign Aid conv ens, 0 
Fer Seen healing Arts thy ly Days s. 


O Happy, Happy Man! whoſe Vertues find 
The laſtin ſting Treafores of a Faithful Mind. 
Not India's Gems, or Ophir's Mining Oar © * 
Augment his Bliſs, or ſooth- his Fancy more. 
his Sacred Gift obliging Heav'n imparts, * 
By ſecrer Infllence on obedient Hearts? 
God guides our Choice, the Perſons recommends; 
Conſults our Inrreſt, and Denen us 


l 
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B 2 joyful 4 thing it it, for Bretbren 2 
I dwell tegetber in Unity. (Pl. 133. 1.) 
. 5s lile the precio Ointment the Head, that ran 
down unto the Beard, even Aaron's Beard, and went down unto 
the shirts of bis Cloathing : (V. 2.) He Linu Wit 4 
ny " Dew of Hermon, which fell upon the Hill of 
The Converſation of the Upright, is a Refreſhment to 
the Soul, and the Lips of the Fatchfal diſtil Sweetneſs like 
an Honey - Comb. * F ii ee e 

Every one is enlightned, which comes within the Verge 
of their Acquaintance: Every one is ſupported, who wants 
| For a Friend loveth at all times, and 4 Brother is born for 
Adverſity. (Prov. een. 

Ar a Bird that wandereth from her Neſt, ſo is a Man that 
wandereab from his Place, (Ch. 27.8.) OST TOs: © 
Friendſhip will correct his Levity, and confine him at 
Rs and make him ſteady, and conſtant to ſober Reſo- 
utions. e | 
- hen ſhape hen; ee Men ſparpneth the Countenance of 

„* Fred, (19 oo... £47 OP Os 

Ointment and Perfume rejoice the Heart ; ſo. doth the ſmeet- 
neſs of a Man's Friend by hearty Counſels. +9). 

O, that I could enter into this Seraphic Alliance _ 
5 my Soul might be cemented to the Society of the 
J O, that T were a Companion of all them that fear God, and 
bf them that heep bis Precepts. (PI. 119.63. _ 
For I tremble at the Contagion of a bad Example, and 
| Horror hath taken hold upon me, becauſe of the Wicked that 

deep nor Ged's Law. (V 5 9; 

| My Talk ſhall bawith A Wiſe, and el my Communication in 
tht Statutes of the moſt High, (Ecclus. 9.15.) 
| And 


Ch. IV. "Of. Friendbig,\ 63 
And I am defirous that Fuft Men may ear and drink, with 
me, and at on FX — 2. in the Fear of the Lord. 
2 „ O ERIRRRERNS NO, 


HY To . AI. 


Pricnd tener be has bn Proſperity, and an * 
4 — — in Adverſity. (Beclus. 12. 8.0 7 
ty of 4 Min, Enemies wil be * 
* rnd 70 a Friend will depart; ¶V. 9. 
n For ike «Iron uſer, lo 15 ki 


Py ated bimfelf, and bing e good bees 
; erouching ot , 
und beware of him. Fer * 

An Enemy fpeaketh ſweetly with bis Lipi,. * 4 bis Heard 
be imagineth to throw thee into 4 Pit. (V. 16.) 2A 

He will Weep with his Eyes, but if he find Opportunity, He 
will not be ſatisfied with Blood. (Ibid.) 104 

If Adverfity come upon thee, thou ſhalt find bim there ff 
and * hes = ov wh thee, Jet Joel be undermine thee 


(V. 17.) 

He will ſhake bis ad, and clap his Hands, and whiſper 
much, and change bis Countenance. (V.18.) 

4; near, therefore, ar thou can , f at thy Nagler 
and conſult with the 2 iſe. (Ch. 9. 14. 

Open not thine Heart to every Man, Ute require tber wich 
4 ſhrewd Turn. (Ch. 8. 19.) 

Conſult not one that fo eth thee, ond hide 10 Counſel 


From ſuch as envy thee. (Ch. 37. 10.) 
Bat be net ſhamed to defend Friend, ne bid in Pc 


from him. (Ch. 22.25.) 
Forſake not an Old Friend ; for the New is not comperable to 


bim. (Ch. g10.) 
A new Friend is as new Wine; when it is old, thou ſhalt 


frink it with Pleaſure : (Tbid.) 
For his Advice will ripen with his Years, and Gray 


Hair. 2 impart Underſtanding and Experience. 
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PRTAER 


PHATER 


God, who haſt d me, in a, Stare, of. Dependence 
0 in this World and made the good Offices. of Thy 
Neighbour, in ſome: Caſes, neceſſary, for my Security and 
Welfare; be pleay'd to banifh fm my Breaſt all covetous 
Defires and mercenary Principles in contracting and main. 
raining of Friendſhip. Let the ultimate End — my Inter. 
contrſe and Famillarity with Mankind, be 10 ma 12 thy 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; and ler the; e nec nferen- 
ces and Debates, between my (elf. if. andy W latimate 
Acquainrance, be to diſcover the Beau igion, and 


to promote the Edification — md wr of our en 
Souls. Amen. 0 1 N « r an ent Yew 
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y. Fountain of Mercier, and G00 2 all Conſolatlons! 
Whom, have I in Heaven but there whom can I de 
fire upon Barab in Compariſon of thee ? 1 thou direct my 
Steps through a Faithlets, Perfidious, and Tumultnous 
World ; — after the Changes and Chances of this Mor- 
tal Life are over, unite me more cloſely to thy ſelf in Pa- 


radiſe, and admit me to the ee fei of mp | 


Parity 'd Redeemer. Amen. 
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1 * * 

8 Lebe is che Efſential and Diſtinguiſhing Pari of 
Man; ſo is the Happineſt and Perfection 
of Reaſon. thoſe lofty Eneomlums and Chara- 


Sore qoblickine © iven ro Hiſdom by Fob and Solomon, and 
which were — d out by the Apocryphal Wri- 
ters, and make the brighreſt and moſt beautiful Scenes in 
their Works, are in à ſtrict and literal Meaning a pplicable' 
to Religian. Here the Meraphor is never-ſtrain'd, nor the 
Words too Sublime for the Sence: . and ox ate 
but Trifles to Religion, and but very falntly repreſent her 
Value and Dignity: Her — above - Ritbies, and the” 
Tephax of Ethiopia cannot e Gold, in 

ed of her, * 4 litele — and Silver halte Job ak18.96 
counted Clay before ber f. The Pleaſantneſ of # Wild. 7:8.) 
her Ways lead to the Houſe of God, and the Prat 

of her Paths delight the Traveller at his Journey's Evid, : 


Her Right Hand commanderh even Time it Oy 
ſelf, and hath the Diſpoſal of Length of Days, FOR 3: m 
and a good Old Age: Her Left Hand ta keen 


hold of Riches and Honour, and bende Crowns and hag = 
ters upon all her Votarles. An | 


O! Rare are on Lg he Region Wi: 
roy, MN, 6, ir. Ear to Underſtanding +. 
e end Wadde char bree the Opportnatie 


N es 
of Spirirua! Knowledge, and by no Refractory or Perverſe 
Humours choak the Seeds of Verrug which are implanted 
— the Soul, or ſtifle the ſweer e of che Almighty's 
avour. 
When I conſi the de Hd vo thoſe that 
q are AF 44 14. Thouſands at 1. pre. 
2 Cor. 4. 3. 
ſent Time fir in the Regions of Dar 
in the Shadow of Death, I am in perfect Rapture and Aſto- 
- niſhmenr ar the Goodneſs of God, for eſtabliſhing his Truth 
in my Native Countrey, and fixitig me in the Communion 
of an Orthodox Part of the Carbolich\ Church. The. Av. 
rance of fome, the Superſtztion of others, and the Prophane. 
weſt of the Generality of Mankind, is what I am to Ia. 
ment and Pray againſt ; But the Government of my em 
Soul is my princippt Ooncern, afſd thel Pi vileges I am pol. 
ſeſs d of, ſhould be the ſtanding Theme of my Gratitude 
and Adoration. The Tubrn- is no, in my Hands ahd ſbe 
Hieb Prize ot a Glotious Eternity wühin View: It 1 
my.own Bower te be Eaſie here, aud Happy hereaſter; 
and what is maſt of alt remarkable, this Eaſe aud Happineſ⸗ 
does no depend upon che Performance of any Rigorous 
Impokrions, any Auſtere and impratticable Duties; but. in 
Believing according ro Truth, and A8ing acreeably to Right 
Reaſan, and the elear and impartial Suggeſtions af . 
Nate, c: 427 5 14 n ng ont ee 
Under thele reſtraining Exrrefſions of Nhe Reaſon and 
Unpoluted Nature, I would willingly carry up my Thoughts 
to our Primitive State of Innocence, as well as the later 
Renovation of our Minds, by the ſanctifyiag Influence” of 
God's Holy Spirit; and fo guard againſt ſome prevailing 
Tenets of this preſent Age, which woukt aſcribe too much 
to Human Reaſon, and derract from the Dignity of che 
Goſpel, and the Neceſſity of a Redeemer. 
I muſt confeſs, that I am not more cuncernd at any one 
thing, than the Extravagant Encomiums which are made 
upon Natural Nuligien, in prejudice to Sublimer Ordinan 
ces, and the more Important Diſcaveries of iin ' Reve- 
tation ; For tho” ] would be as Charitable as poſſible to 
the Hleatheu II brd, and make all due Alicwances for the 
| Improve: 
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ement of aur u Faculties ; tho” I wayif 
ok Konourably of rhe Philoſophers and Wiſe Men of 
quiry,. 15 2 meyer peruſe e their, Diſcourſes a0 
ky ture and jration; yet | cant be ſo injurious as 
W a Nara bet. berw een Ariſtotle and Moſes, or to ſet 
the Dzaloguet of 7 Ale * an N Footing Wu * 
Ep les, of. Saint 
leſſed Lord! 1 Mortal, Man ſhot ever 1 5 485 
ceited and pragipatical, as to ſer up binſelf in d 
of his Maker 3 and ſhould arrive: to ſuch. an 0 
gree of Blaſphemy, as to play Reaſon againſt Falch, an 15 
troduce Nature to confront Grace. Lord! That we ſhould 
ever-live in an Age, when the Vain«glotious Death 
2 a om opher, is . 2 vie with the Martyrdom of a 
the dere 1 are brought in Com- 
* "with the Mie "pa 0 
Were thoſe Men, who make ſuch Boaſts of Nature, re- 
markable for ftricterPuriry and higher Attainments than their 
Neighbours, we might think more honourably of their Pre» 
rentions, and be with greater Eaſe inveigled into their Par- 
ties and Cabals 3 but ſince the Freedom they plead tory 5 
to gratifie their Lofts and the Life which hey lead 
reſembles a Swine th a, 49 Angel; e have R 
conclude them Agents or Sgtan, ROME than 1 of 
Liberty, and more the Off: ring of Darknef, than the Chzl- 
dren of Light. Where, alas! is chat 2 inal Righteouſneſs, 
which was the Portion of our Firſt Parents? Oy lay is chat 
perfect and unerring Obedience, ot; iſpenGble 
Condition of the Firſt*Covenent 7.. __ ens 13 atural 
Inclinations and Tendencies towards Good 9. Where is 
the Strength and Ability to encounter As Evil? Tell me 
his Name, or his Son's Name, upon whom Nature has be- 
ftow'd — of the fore· mention ꝗ Cxaces and Endowments, 
and I will turn as great an Advocate for Natural eligion, 
as any Deiſt or Sochnian in the ingdom: Bur to give 
the poor Remains of my Reaſon. without ſufficient Evi- 
dence, and to boaſt of Strength. when I am encompaſs'd 
with Weakneſs; argues both Stupidity and Pride, and be- 
be, x my Folly an Preſumption at the ſame time. Fact 
Experience art agalaſt all ſuch empty and vain Boaſters, 
and the Nliſcarriages of every Day, ſpreads Bluſhes ae 
Confution ovet my Countenance, and b cons inches 
nid 
1 
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1 * at what a. "aſt Diſtance 1 am ſeated er Per. 
ion. 
3 e K ncluflon of He whole Matter: Ni. 

ſince the Fel, is a Corrupt and Degenerare Principle, - 
Sebi ghr of the Underſtanding i Eclips , the Refitads 
of the il is Piſtorted, and the whole Bent of the Affe. 
. ons. is turned towards Evil. wy) OO that deter. 
mines che 'Extetit'of our Duty; tis Inſpiration that il. 
lurninates the Minds of Men. and * erarions of the 
Spirit, which Nase — fanctifi rhe Heart. 
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Tk tho I. Jefathe thy Rod. r 

not "thy" Stormy Anger ble; * = 5 
"But "Mind and Gentle, like a God, SOD ws 

Like 2 Kind. Farher, me Chaſtiſs, EE 18 


s I: 
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"Confer thir wy tortur d Mind ad + 
vengeful Fury 51 of nd. 

An let r 5 5 11 Hes 3 1 

The fokeſt Me ed . 2 


Releaſe my Soll from me 

Forget thy Rage, Forgive my e's 
Let a kind AF of Am 

Cancel the Deeds of Former Times. £37 an 4 
Horror and Darkneſs ſeize the Grave 3 fe ey * 
And'rho' thy Vengeance bid me die, 
Thou in my Death ho Praiſe can'ſt have, 
No Glcry in my Miſery. 


V. Then 


GW c RETTET. 


V. 1 
Then give me Space, and let me Live 
To make thy Boundleſs Praiſes known ; 
And let my future, Acts, rexieve; * 
All the paſt Miſchief I *have dode. 


, neg) VI. Nudes 144 nd N 
e n PY FP oh nnen Ya 04497 
The bitter An an 13) C D 2 Þ 
Nor can my weary'd. Limbs ſuſtaiu n 
The 9 mw on wn B. 4 Neun 


VII. 9 4 
The | Day in ae d conainey”" Shu 
Wich Duſt and Aſhes on my Head ; Ns Lern Tho 
And'when the Nigin and-Darknefs ene WT 
Tak nenen n 64 tes 


20+:21 3 „ü 2 As T ih 
My Viral $pirirs floar away, i wel hl 
My weeping Eyes with Grief are 8 08 
And whilſt my Strength and Life decay, 

. Foes are hoy more eu Meta 


e 
But now Rebels, r 
TEE dly fcoff at —4 * odere at oh a 
| Frakes th? dee ben, 
And_belps the Soul in Miſery. | A 


e A, 
My moving Accents have convey'd | Wat 
My Grievances ro God above; n 
His Mercy heard me when 1 NN * 
And He reliev'd me in his Love: 
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722. it the principal ehidg'; Sts get Wiſdom ; und 

with all thy gerte, get Underſtanding. G 4.59 | 
The Acceſs to her Preſence is not difficult, nor the Ab 

tendance at her Court, laviſh and' fatiguein 1 


N boſo ſecketh ber early, ſbal hade u grear' —— fo he 
as her ſitting at bu Doors. (Wild. 6. 14.) 
oeth = ſeeking futh as are worthy of her, ſhen- 
eth yr Jr favourably unto chew i 'the Ws, and deere 
them in every Thought. (V. 16.) 

The very Pertgdlion of Macon it the Fear if: the Lord 
and to depart from. Btil, is the ttueſt Underſtanding. (Job 


28. 28. * 
A lively Faith is the only Merit of a Scholar, and 2 


regular Practice the Beauty of a Chriſtian. 

O! Grant me .thy\Favanr, O Lord, and I ſhall be Wiſe fir 

wy ſelf ; admit me to thy; Service, 1 I ſhall be Hewoins 
ble in my Generation. 

For the Memorial of Vertue is een becauſe it it 5 known 
with God and with Men. (Wiſd. 4. 1.) 

For when it is preſent, Men tele Example at it z and ns 
i: #5 gone, ehey deſire it. (V. 2). 

Vertue weareth a Crown, and mum beth for ever, boning, go 
ten the Viftory, ftriving for — Rewards, (Ibid.) 

By meant of Her I ſhall enrich my Poſterity, and leave 
5 = E Los Memorial, fo them that come "ur 

13 | | 

By means of Her, 1 foal * immun, and; eo gh 

with the Fuſtin the City f Go: | wot 
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Brat are thoſe thar ire undefiled in the Way, and walk 
in the Law of Lord. (Pſ. 119. 1.) 

Bleſſed are they that obſerve his Teſtimonies, and - ſeek him 
with their whole Heart. (V. 2.) | We 
- Murr and take beed to the 1. 0 that is right : 


Fr that E bring a Man 477 at . 37-38) " 
As for t et ors, t periſh together; t 
End of the Ungoaly 471 ſhall be rooted out. (V. 39. 


| But the Salvation of the Righteous cometh of the Lord; who 
is alſo their Strength, in the time of Trouble. (V. 40.) 
And the Lord Foal ſtand by them, and ſave them: He foal 
deliver them from the Ungodly, and ſhall ſave them, becauſe 
they put their Truſt in bim. (V. 41.) _. 8 
O ſhut not up my Soul with the Sinners, nor my Life with 
the Blood-thirſty. (PL. 26. 9.) | 
Let me not dwell with vain Perſons, nor have any fellowſhip 
with the Deceitful. (V. 4.) 0+) 424 $1 — 
—— ed the 1 
not fit among the Ungodly. (V. 35.) oe” JOE 
Deal bountifully with thy Servant; that I may live, and 
keep thy Word. (Pl. 119.17.) mh Ana {va 
en thou mine Eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out 
of thy Law. (V. 18.) | | 
O, waſh mine Hands in Innocency, O Lord! And ſo will I 
approach with Reverence to thy Holy Altar. (Pl. 26.6.) 
Then ſhall my Feet ſtand right, and I will praiſe the Lord in 
the Congregations. (V. 12.) 
My . ſnall utter the Voice of Thankſgiving, and 
my Soul — her ſelf with the Beauty of Holineſi. 
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toffee ee 


PRATER I. 


Avis ehry God, who ſheweſt g that be in Error 
the Light of thy Truth, to the intent that they may 
return into the Way of Righreouſneſs ; Grant 
2 — 2 to me, that am admitted into the Fellowſhip of 
Chriſt's Religion, that I may eſchew thoſſ 
dh Thing t are contrary to my Profeſſion, and follow al 
il ns as are e to the ſame, thro my Lord 

Jeſus Chr 


PRATER IL 


AD. & all Fower and Might, who. art the Authot 
_ Giver of all Good Things; Graft in my Heart 
$.7.aft.Trin, che Love of thy Name, Increaſe in me True 

Religion, and nouriſh me with all Goodneſs ; and 
of thy great Mercy, 1 in the fame, thro' Jeſu 
Chriſt my Lord. 


The End of the Second Book 
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_ Of God's Love fo Mak. 


PSAL. 145: 9. 
11 Lord is loving to + ever) Man: —3 


MEDITAt1ON. 
F. NINA for the Inequality of Regul 100 pu- 


niſnments, and vindicare the Juſtice of” Frovi- 


detice ih ufflicting the Righteous, and roſperin 
the Wicked in this World, is what has mightily Exerc 1d 


the Pens of Caſiſts, and rals'>' a great deal of 'Daſt in 
Parr II. F 2 the 


7 The Devout Soul. Book III. 


the Schools of Divinity. But methinks, this Controverſie 
would not be ſo puzzling and intricate, if we did not 
form too Raſh and Haſty a Judgment, concerning che Oc. 
* iers of Vertue and Vice, but would Impartially Cohοer 

at little Foundarion the beſt Man living iy, hav.$6 juſtiſie 
himſelf, and” what leſs Occaſion ta cenſure bis Neighbour. 
8 For if all are become abominable in their Doin , 

„ and there 1 none; that doth good, no not one 

dern the Sufferer muſt hang d6wn his Head before hs 

udge, and neyer complain. of the Severity o 
Or if, on weg x id 1 = xenhy De. 1 itn 
accoumtabte 3 reatures, 4 ream Lord of 
+Mart,2o15., the Univerſe. — will with by 

own}; then rhe Gr — flow into any 
Channel, and the Ov erflowings of the Warers m 1 
any Lind o City, accorting to the! Almighty's/Plea 

Mho art thou, therefore, O Man, that replieſt againſt God? 
Where is the-Meritorious Sufferer, that can boaft of his 
Injuries? Where is the Complainant that can make an 
Proof of his Allegations againſt tlie Juſtice and Goodneſs 
of Heaven ? 

When' I. look gs far ay I can imo the Remonſtratices 
of Mankind, and judge of — Validity, by my own 
particular Knowledge of thoſe that dwell round about me: 
When I conſider how little the Beſt of us deſerve, and 
how much the Morſt of us enjoy 16 15 how Lame and Super- 
ficial our moſt "2 Phones are, and yer how Emi- 
nent our preleng: Rewards, and how Tranſcendent our fu- 
ture Expectations: When. J lay, I conſider all rhis, my 
Choler riſes, and my Indignation boils, and I cry our, 
Ler God be True, and every Man living a Lyar : Let the 
Mouth of the Clamorous and Diſcontenred be ſtopp'd, and 
the Lips of the Humble and Meek, proclaim the Indul- 
gence and Generofity of God. 

Man was always the Favourite of Providence, and the 
Univerſe was created for his Support and Maintenance: 
It he is at any time depriv'd of the Heavenly Donation, 
tis Ingratitudęe which. occaſions the Exemption, and Sin 
which brings lim under an Inca acity of Enjoyment: For, 
generally ſpeaking, all the Diſpenſ enſarians of God are For 

Good ; and the Deity it ſelf, Gn the Language of the R- 
man 'Orater, ) leems Purpoſely form'd r -4 the Uſe and 


Benefit 
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Benefit of Mankind “. The Formation, indeed, of a Deity, 
looks like too bold a Meraphor to us Chriſtians, who ac - 
knowledge an Uncreate and Eternal Godhead ; but the 
Expreſſion is ſtill warrantab'e, as it exhibits to us the com- 
municative Goodneſs of God, and that ſteady Rectitude 
of Mind, by which he goes on, bleſſing and proſpering the 
Works of hu own Hands. Si iy 

As God is the common Father of all Mankind, fo there 
are ſome conſtant Marks of his Paternal Goodneſs, which 
deſcend upon every one of his Off-(pring ; for He maketh 
his Sun 10 riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain 
en the Fuſt and on the Unjuſt. Nature has an Univerſal 
Command to Increaſe and Multiply ; and the Fruits and 
Products of it, are to fill our Belies with Food, and our Hearts 
with Gladneſi. Ws 

Seneca very juſtly aſſerts, Thar we cannot propoſe to 
our ſelves a more glorious Example, than That of 
* the Almighty, who neither needs nor expects any thing 
« from us; and yer, he is continually ſhow'ring down, 
and diſtributing his Mercies and his Grace among us; 
* not only for our Neceſſities, but for cur Delights: As, 
Fruits and Seaſons, Rain and Sun-ſhine, Veins of Water 
and of Metals; and all this to the Wicked, as well as 
„to the Good; and without any other End, than the 
* common Benefir of the Receivers.” The Generouſneſs 
of the Diftriburion, as well as the Quality of the Gifts 
themſelves, recommend the ſurprizing Goodneſs of God, 
and call for the grareful Acknowledgment of his Depen- 
dent Creatures. Were the Number of the Divine Fa- 
vours few, and their Value inconſiderable; were they 
diſpenc'd only upon particular Occaſions, and their Con- 
tinuance with us, ſhort and precarious ;z there might be 
ſome Plea for the deadnefs of our Devotions, or at leaſt, the 
flack'ning of the Ardour of our Praifes : Bur ſince the Bleſ. 
ſings are as conſtant and permanent as their Author, and 
the Influence of them as regular and univerſal as Day 
and Night, as Summer and Winter ; ſince, not only the 
Revolution of the Heavenly Bodies, but the Situation of 
the Earth and Sea, and the daily Supplies of Food and 
Raimeng, are no leſs than Miraculous and Supernaturab: 
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* Tull, de Nat. Deor. ; 
Parr II. F 3 -| | How 


How can we Eat or Drink, N tread upon the 


Ground, or look up to the P out confidering 
whoſe Yall we are, and 3 Charity we 
Uo 1 s! >! ning: 
What Regſon canſt thou ha e, O m Soul, to complai 
in che midſt of Plenty? How caſt hou Gt üghing — 
repining, in = _ 2 with Variety of 8 * 75 
raviſh every Senſe, and gratifię .exery Nefre ? If theſe 
Favours cannot attract chy Neck perverſs and un- 
grateful Man! Caſt an Eye nary, and ſuryey thy ſelf, 
and rhou wilr ſoon be convinc'd © the Mercy and Bene 
f-ence of thy Are Father: Every Paſſage of chy Lita 
will ſer before thee ſome admirable Turns of his — 
ence, and ſurprizing Inſtances af his Goadnels. Has not 
God endv'd thee with the right Uſe of thy Reaſon,and given 
thee the Opportunity of improving it by a good Rducati- 
on? Has He not been as liberal to Thee in the | Graces 
and Perfections of thy Body, as to other Men, and fur- 
niſh'd thee with all onveniencies Fa che Support and 
Frolongation of Human Life? e | 
But ſuppoſing there ſhould be a Deficiency in any of 
theſe Inſtances : Has not God made ſufficient Compenſa- 
tion by the Redundancy and Oyer-flowings of his Goodnels 
in other Particulars ? Thou art ſtill a Man and a Chriſtian, an 
adopted Son of God, and the Heir Apparent of Immortality. 
'Tis viſible to all the World, chat thou muſt have a Share 
in the ſtanding and ſettled Bleſſings of Providence, whe- 
ther the; be Spiritual or Temporal ; and thou thy (elf arr 
the moſt proper Judge of the many parricular Favours 
and ſecret Obligations, by which the Divine Love hath 
endear'd it ſelf to Thee. Theſe are Subjects for thy compos d 
Thoughts and retir' d Meditations, and ſhould be thy con- 
ſtanr Flo ment in thy Cloſet, and the daily Theme of 

thy Praiſe and Grazizade. one 3310 3 


Ch. I. Of God's Lovk ro Mas. 


POEM 


ID God the Sceptet, like a Tyrant foray, 
Where Force conſtrains the Subjef to obey : 
Were his Delight in Cruetry and Blood, 
And his fole N the Rule of . and Good; 
There might, Audacious Man! be fome pretence 
To form Complaints of Wrong and Violence. 


But boundlefe Pow'r With harmfefs Love is joytrd,. 


And Fuſtice by ſweet Clemency confin d. 

When ſtern and angry Veng anee would engage 
The direful Efforts of Almighty Rage; a 
Kind Mercy interpoſing, skreens the Foe, 


And with her friendly Arms diverts the falling Blow. 
With Cords of Lobe ſhe binds th* Altnighry's Hands; 


Revokes his Threats, and cancels his Commands. 

Her ſmiling Looks his Fury can N 

Blunt all is Thunder, and difarm his Rage ; _ 

And make devouring Lightning's Flames appear, 
Like the calm Flaſhes of rhe Lambent Fire. 


She viſits captive Souls in Mifery, 
And ſets the fentenc'd Malefactor free. 
Like Sol, from Eaſt, to diſtant Weſt ſhe's hurl'd, 
And travels rhe wide Circuir of the World : _ 
Like Sol, ſhe does her quick ning Hears diſperſe 
To th' utmoſt Limirs of the Univerſe. 


Tho' 1/5ſdom. and Omnipotence uphold 
This ſpacious Frame; Tis Mercy, like the Soul, 
Runs thro? each Part, and actuates the whole. 
To Mercy's Rules God will his Actions ſuit, 
(Mercy, his darling and prime Auribure :) 
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Nor 
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Nor can obſequious Man his Maker pleaſe, 
Unleſs his Deeds are merciful like Hs. 


* 
1 


Let, therefore, thoſe who Pagan Gods adore, 
Their Altars ſtain with Streams of Human Gore: 
Let the beſotted Father's trembling Ams 
The tender Offspring of his Body thrift, 
(A curſed Victim to devouring Flames!) 
T*appeaſe revengeful Molech's barb'rous Luſt. 
We, who are govern'd by a diffrent Sway, 
And the mild Laws of Chriſtian Love obey, | 
Muſt nor preſume to ſooth our angry = 
By the dear Purchace of our Brother's Blood. 


esc: ea hrofuatuatantigtreiratretreretretiraturt ets 
HYMN I, 


EEXK not Death in the Errour of your Life ; and pul 

not upon your ſelves Deſtruction with the Works of your 
Hands. (Wiſd. 1. 12.) | | 

For Ged made not Death, neither hath he pleaſure in the 
Deſtruct ion of the Living. (V. 13.) ä 115 
God made Man upright ; but they have found out many 
Inventions. (Eccleſ. 2.29.) SO 

He created all things, that they might have their Be- 
ing, and the Generations of the World were healthful. 
(Wiſd. 1. 14.) we 

And there is no Poiſon of Deſtruction in them; nor the 
Kingdom of Death upon Earth. (Ibid.) | | 

But ungodly Men with their Works and Words called 
it to them, and by an audacious Rebellion forfeited Para- 


diſe. (V. 16.) 


Bur Righteouſneſs is ſtill immortal, and Plenteous R- 


. 477 mall be the Inheritance of the Obedient. 
(V. 15. | 


For 
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For thou, Lord, wilt give thy Bleſſing to the Upright, and 
with thy favourable Kindneſs wilt — defend him — with 8 
Sbield. (PC. 5. 13.) | Fe | : 

Lord; what is Man that thou haſt ſuch reſpe# unto him, 
or the Son of Man that thou ſo regardeſt him? (Pl. 144. 
&) © >", | 

What is Man that thou ſhouldſt magnifie bim? And that 
thou ſhouldſt ſet thine Heart upon him? (Job 7. 17.) 

And that thou ſhouldſt viſit him every Morning, and try bim 
every Moment? (V. 18.) | 

Alas! There is nothing meritorious in Duſt and Aſhes ; 
nothing attractive in pollured Narure. 

And yet thou haſt made us a little lower than the Angels, and 
crowned our Heads with Glory and Honour. (Pſ. 8. 5.) 1% 

Thou haſt kept us as the _— of thine Eye, and hid us under 
the Shadow of thy Wings. (Pl. 17.8.) 

Thou compaſſeſt our Path and our Lying down, and art ac- 
| quainted with all our Ways. (PL. 139.3.) 

Thy Hand condufs us on the Wings of the Morning, and 
oY 8883 holds us in the uttermoſt Parts of the Sea. 
. 9,10. | 
Providence pitches her Tent round our Habitation, and 

Mercy beſets us behind and before. (V. 5.) F; 

Angelic Guards have the Care of our Perſons, and 
the yon Hoſt of Heaven are ſollicitous for our Hap- 
PLNELS, TINY | | 


HYMN II. 
T7 OU, O Lord, art our Father and Redeemer ; and thy 
Name 1s from everlaſting. (Iſa. 63-16.) 
Doubtleſs, Thou art our Father, tho Abraham be ignorant of 
us, and Iſrael acknowledge us not. (Ibid.) 
Thou diftribureſt thy Favours to thoſe that petition for 
them; and thy Spirit helps the Infirmities, and affiſts che 
Weakneſſes of fincere Per:tioners. 


Our very Father and Mother may forſale us, and our Friends 
and Acquaintance ſtand afar off. (Pl.27-12). 


Bux 
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But when the Bonds of Nature are diffalv'd, and the Af. 
ſections of Humanity extinguiſh'd, . |. | 
' Thy Heart is turned within thee, and thy tender Mercies and 
Compaſſions fail not. (Hoſea 11.8.) N 
Behold, as the Eyes of Servants look unto the. Hand of their 
Maſters, and as the Eyes of a Maiden unto the Hand of ber 
Miſtreſs : (Pf. 123. 2.) | N 
Even ſo the Eyes of all wait upon ther, O Lord, and then 
veſt them their Meat in due ſeaſon. (Pf. 145: 15.) | 
Thou openeſt thy Hand, and filleſt all things living with 
Plenteoufneſs. (V. 16.) | $ ith 
For Thou, O Lord, canſ# ſhew thy grea: Strength at all times 
when aben wilt; and who may withſtand the Power of thy 
Arm? (Wiſd, 11.21.) ; * e 
For the whole Morid before thee is as 6 little Grain of the 
Ballance ; yea, as a Drop of the Morning-Dew that falleth 
down upon the Earth. (V. 22.) KC | 
But thou haſt mercy upon all: For thou canſft do a!l thingy, 
— winkeſt at the Sons of Men, becauſe they ſhould amend. 
For thou leveſt all things that are, and abhorreſt nothing which 
thou haſt made: For never wouluſt thoa have made any thing, if 
thou hadft bated it. (V.24.) | | ( 
Or how could” any thing bave endured, if it had not been 
thy Will 2 Or been preſerved, if nat called by. Thee ? (V. 25.) 
But thou ſpareſt all; for they are thine, O Lord, thou Pros 
rector of Men, and Lever of Souls, (V. 26.) 


6s 
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rde exe rer free fer vd x tet ele? ir rd 
PRATER 1. 


God the Father of Heaven, and our munificent Benefactor 
kere upon Earth; I admire the daily Centinnance 
and plentiful Diſtribution of thy Favours, notwithſtand- 
ing the Perverſeneſs and Ingratitude of the Receivers. 
Lord! I have been of the Number of thoſe, who have 
waxed fat, and kicked at thy Goodneſs; and with Shame 
and Confuſion of Face, I look back upon my former Diſo- 
bedience, and heartily acknowledge my own: Urnworrhis 
nels to gather up ſo much at the Crumbs under thy Table. 
Lord ! fleckige my Obſtinacy, and humble my Pride: 
Pour the Spirit of * and Thankfulneſs into my Heart; 
and let me receive thy future Favours with Humility, and 
uſe them with Temperance ; and impure all the Succeſs 
and Proſperity of this Life, and the Hopes and Promiles of 
Immortality, ro the All-ſufficient Merits of my Eternal Re- 
deemer, amen. a 


P NR ATE R I. 


O God, who haſt prepared for them that love thee, ſuch 

good things as paſs Man's Underſtanding; ,. 4 Tria 
pour into my Heart ſuch Love towards thee, YO 
that I loving thee above all things, may obtain thy Promi- 
ſes, which exceed all that I can deſire, thro' Jeſus Chriit 
my Lord. Amen. 


CHAP. 


| CHAP. I. 
Of the Strufture of an Human Body. 


— — — — as — | 


| PSAL, 139. 13. 
I will give Thanks unto Thee, for I am fearfully and wonder- 


fully made. 


MEDITATION. 


AN has not only the Preference to other Crea- 
rures, by the Neaſonabieneſi of his Nature. but 


ſeems eminently diftinguiſh'd by the Make of 

hs Body, and deſervedly triumphs in the Variery of his 
Parts, and the Comelineſs of his Features. What a 
* Proportion of Members, what an Harmony of Linea- 
« ments, what Exactneſs of Shape and Figure, are united 
<* rogerher in this little Fabrick of Humanity ® > Rvery 
Screw and Pin, every Juice and Humour has irs diſtinct 
Office; every Atom has both its Uſe and Beauty; every 
Artery and Vein is the Channel of Circulation, and con- 
veys a gentle Hear ro preſerve, and lively Spirits to invi- 
orate Human Life. The whole Compoſition of the Body 
1s ſo exquiſitely Nice and Commodious, as to beſpeak a 
God for its Inhabitant, rather than a Mortal: And this 
might be the reaſon why ſome of the Pagan Philoſophers 
were fo tranſported wich the Perfection of their own Spe- 
cies, that they would allow no other but Human Shape to 
their very Deities. Perhaps this Opinion might ſpring 


® Tell, de Nat. Deor. 
from 
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from ſoo, Tredicien 2 2 which aſſerts our Make 
fo 2 in tt | mage, s after t Li, ene of be tab 
God : For although this Image or 1 1 
not confin d to the outward Shape, yet we muſt acknow- 
ledge ſomething Extraordinary and Supernatural in the 
very Compoſition of the Body: The Clay ſeems to be 
more finely moulded and remper'd for the Divine Signature 
and Impreſſion, and Life takes a. greater Pleaſure in run- 
ning thro' the Veins of Man; and Beauty puts on all 
her Airs to bask in his. Countenance. See in what Pomp 
and Grandeur this new Regent of the Earth comes from 
the Hands of his Maker: See with what Port and Majeſty 
he travels thro” the Univerſe, and receives the Homage and 
Submiſſion of all ſublunary Creatures. His Eyes are point- 
ted towards the Works of Creation and Providence, his 
Heart is fix d in the poſture of Adoration, and his Coun- 
tenance is erected to the Contemplation of Heaven. 


Pronaque cum ſpeftent animalia cetera terram 3 

Os homini ſublime dedit, cœlumque tueri | | 

Fuſſit, & erectos ad fidera tollere vulr. 
7 Ovid. Met. lib. 1. 

Thus while the mute Creation downward bend 

Their Sight, and to their Earthly Mother tend; 

Man looks aloft, and with erected Eyes 

Beholds his own Heredirary Skies. 15 


O my Immortal and Eternal Soul! Who ruleſt and go- 
vern'ſt in the Empire of the Inward. Man; be pleaſed for 
a ſhort, Space ro confine thy Contemplations home, and to 
ſurvey thoſe Parts which are actuated and infarm'd by thy 
| ſelf. Thou art at preſent united to Fleſh and Blood; and 
the Body, which encompaſſes thee, is thy Manſion-Houſe 
in this World, and ſhall hereafter be adorned and beauti - 
fed, for thy Everlaſting Refidence in Paradice. Before 
thou entertaineſt too contemptible a Notion of thy fleſhly 
Habitation, look more narrowly round about it; and I 
am apt to think, thou wilt find this Ancient Building au 
'guſt and venerable, even in its Decays, and every Apart- 
ment of it fram'd and adapted to ſome excellent Uſe. * 
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- Ir is foreign to my preſent Purpoſe to read a Lecture 
of Anatomy, or atte-npt an accurare Diſcourſe upon the So- 
lid and Fluid Parts-which conſtiture an Human Bod ; this 
is the Buſmels of another Profeſſion. Divinity only con- 
templates the Structure of a Man, fo as to adore and mag. 
' nifie rhe Almighty Creator, and to engage Rational Be. 
ings ro-employ every Limb and Member of the Body for 
ge 7 it was firſt form 'd, and the Service of him that 
rm'd it. A | | $ 
In this reſpect, I look with Gratitude and Admiration 
der gs upon that Text of Scriprure, which tiles the 

Boch, the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt ® ; a Place 
appropriate, and dedicated t6 the Reſidence of the -Third 
Perſon in the Ever-bleſfed Trinity); and purg d and ſanctify d 
for the internal Breathings of a devour Soul. Whoever 
introduces Sin into the Members, ſers up Idols in the 
Temple, and facritegioufly invades the Property of God. 
Know ye not that your Bodies are the Members of Chrif ? Mem- 
hs bers of n Body, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones ? 
ErheC. 5. = Shall I then. take the Members of Chrift, and make 

them the Members of an Harlot ? God forbidh. 
God forbid, that any Pollution ſhould ſtick ro your ſancti- 
fied. Parts; that any unchaſt Mixture; ſhould break off 
the Union with your unſpotted Redeemer, 

It is no ſmall Honour to Human Nature, that the Son 
of God took it upon himſelf, and made his Abode in the 
Body during his Reſidence upon Earth: In rhis Shape 
He ſuffcred, and was buried ; in this Shape, He roſe from the 
Dead, aſcended into Glory, and ſitteth at the-right Hand of his 
Father. We too ſhall be conform'd to his Likeneſs, and 
reſume our Natural Bodies at the General Mſurreci ton: 
For this Corruptible ſhall put on Incorruption, and this. Mortal 
+ iCor.18.54. Hal gut on Immortality ; and when Death, at 

alt, is ſwalow'd up in Victor t, the Soul hall 
enter again into her old Tabernacle, and: inhabit the glori- 
fied Manſion to all Eternity. Chriſt will-raiſe us from the 
Rotrenneſs and Corruprion of the Grave ; 1 our 
Bodies, as well as our Souls, for his Aſſoclates and 
Companions in the Kingdom of Glory. If he loves his 
own Humanity, he muſt of neceffiry love Ours alſo : For 
the ſame Materials went ro the Compoſition of both, and 
the ſame Blood circulaies in all our Veins: No Man 
ever 
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ever yet bated > own Fleſh, but e and cheriſh- 
eth it“: And be it from us, to "EP " 
that the Son of God ſhould be the firſt 18 
ample of Unnaturalneſs; that our merciful Redeemer 
ſhould be cloth'd in Fleſh, to unite and bring us nearer to 
himſelf, and yer, that he ſhould thwart his own Ordinan- 
ces, and repudiate that Nature which he has promis'd to 
exalt and glorifie, Far be it from us, I ſay, ro entertain 
any ſuch ridiculous and blaſpheming Thoughts: For Chriſt 
has ſanflified and cleanſed us, that he might pre- | 
ſent to himſelf a gloriaus Chyrch, not having Spot tEph s. ac 
vv Wrinkle, or any ſuch ; that it ſhould be Holy, and 
without Blemiſh f. WEIS n | | 
Our principal Care, therefore, in this World, ſhonld be, 
not to degrade our own Natures, or abuſe our Bodies by 
Luſt or Intemperance; bur ro difpoſe and qualiſie them 
for an Heavenly Change and Refmement, by a conſtant 
Exerciſe of Vertue and Religion. Sin is the grand Ene- 
my we are to beware of, and Sin generally makes its at- 
rack upon the Body, and by cajoling the ſenſitive Part, gets 
the Aſcendant over the Soul: Wie feel 4 Law in our Mem- 
bers, warring againſt the Law of our Mind; Bom 5. 2. 
but the whole Struggle and Conteſt proceeds "10 
from the ill 7 and Inſinuations of Sin: All the 
Commorions and Diſorders of the Body, all the Complaints 
of Mutiny and Inſurrection amongſt the Members, pro- 
ceed from this litigious Enemy, who is got within the 
Fort, and lurks in the Citadel. Tis Sin who buoys up 
the factious Party, who rallies together the Rebellious Pal. 
lions, and heads the Cæraal Man againſt the Spiritual. Ol 
Let not Sin reign in your mortal Body, that e . . 4. 13. 
ſhould obey it in the Luſts thereof : Baniſh this RIPE: 
Tyrant, if ye expect the Reſidence and Inhabitation of 
the Deiry. Let the Houſe be ſwept and garniſhed, and eve - 
ty Appartment fined; up for Vertue and Devotion; and 
en the Soul will be pleas'd with her fleſhly Conſinement, 
and the Peace and Harmony between Matter and Spirit, 
= be an Emblem of glorify'd Humanity in a future 
rare, x 8 


POEM 
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POEM. 
4 Paraphraſe on the 1218. ps AI u. 


O God Omnipotent I lift my Byes; NE 

The God who dwells above the Starry Skies; 
Yer, on his darling Sion's ſacred Hill Vue Hi 
Receives our Homage, and proclaims his Will. 

O Thou grand Architect of Heav'n and Earth! 
The kind Inſpirer of my Infant Breath! EI. 
See how the Creatures, which thy Pow'r haſt made, 
Hang on thy Goodneſs for repeated Aid. | 


If e'er my Feet in datig'rous Paths ſhould ftray. -. 
Thou ftop'ſt the Progreſs, and reform'ſt my way: 
If &er my weary Limbs demand repoſe, _ . | \ 
Thy nightly Guards protect me from my Foes : 

Or watchful Providence will kindly ſpread 
Her render Pinions o'er my ſleepy Head. 


Thus ſafe conducted by th' Almighty's Hand, | 


; 
[| 
my 
1 
4 
" 
| 
. 


Thro' the wild Deſarts and the burning Sand, 
Old Jacob's Race purſue the promisd Land: 

Nor hungry Vultures, nor devouring Beaſt 
Attack their Perſons, and their Courſe moleſt. 


Our bounteous God is ſtill the ſame Defence, 
Our Garde du Corps, and Skreen of Innocence. 
As conſtant as the Morning-Light appears, 
Wich his Important Charge th' Almighty ſteers; 
Thro' the wild Maze of Life he leads the way, 
Diverts the Dang ers of the threat'ning Day; 
And when declining Rays ro Reſt invite, 

He fafely guides the Pilgrim home at Night. 
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This, This has 1 5 his Courſe rhro' 4 paſt, 
And tHis' tal * as far as Ages laſt. 


SS IDSIESOA SIRI HE IISI ER tere 
HYMN I. 


I WF 0 of the Lord, becauſe be hath dealt fo lang 
with me; yea, I wil praiſe the Name of the Lord meſt 
Higheſt. (PI. 13.6.) 

The Organs of my mm ſhall be Inſtruments of Grari- 
rude, and every Member ubſervient to the Dictates and 
Inſpiration of Reaſon. 

Marvelous ave thy Vork, O Lord; and that my Sul know 
eth right well. (Pl. 139. 13.) 

My Bones are not bid from thee ; the' I be made ſecretly, 
and faſhioned beneath in the Earth. " V. 14.) | 

Thine Eyes did ſee my Subſtence, Her _ unperfolt ; and 
in thy Book, were all my Members written; (V. 15. 

Which day by day wore faſhioned, when ar Jes there was none 
of them. (V. 16.) 

I am a Stranger to m own. Generation and Birth, and 
know not bow the Bones do grow in the Womb of her that i i 
with Child. (Ecclel. 11.5.) 

Such Knowledge n too wonderful and excellent for me: I 
cannot attain unto it. (P 139. 6.) 

"Tis thou, Lord, haſt faſbioned me behind and befwe, and laid 
thine Hand upon me. (V. 4.) 

Thou haſt pour'd me out ar Milk, end curdlade lik Cheeſe. 

ob 10. 10.) 

4 haft clothed me with r ant Flefb, and. beſt Vnced 
me with Bones and Sinews. (V. 11) 

Thou art He that A e of en Morber's lbb 'Thew 
waſt my Hope, when I hanged Jet N my As A 
(H. 22. 100 

Thou, O Lord God, art the 2hing char e n. 
art en wy penn Tourh, 5 ne 
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Caſt me not away in the time of Age: Forſake me not when 
my Strength faileth me. (V. 8.) 
O, let my Mouth be filled with thy Praiſes thas I may ſing 
of thy Glory and Honour all the Day long. (V. 7.) | 


HY M N II. 


Will go forth i in the Streng th f the "BE God, and will 
make mention of thy Righreouſaeſ only, (Pl. 71. 14) 

Thy Power is the Subject of my Contemplation, and 
thy Goodneſwthe Foy of my Heart. 

2 thy Haen1s have made me and faſhioned me, ſo give me 
Underſtanding, that I may learn thy Commandments. (Pl, 
119 73-) 

Give me Underſtanding to conſider the reſt. of Mankind 
as ally'd ro my- ſelf, and ro reſpect them as the Work» 
manſhip of the fame Omniporent Arm. 

If I did deſpiſe the Cauſe of my Man ſervant, \ or Maid-ſer- 
vant when they contended with me : (Job 31.13.) 

Nhat then fball I do when God riſeth up ? And when he 
wiſiteth, what ſhall I anſwer him ? (V. 14. * 

Did not He that made me, make him ? Sd iid a7 One far 
ſhion us in the Womb ? (V. 15.) 

God accepteth not the Perſons of Princes, nor regardeth the 
Rich more than the Poor : For they all are the Work of his 
Hand. (C. 34. 19.) 

If therefore 1 . made a Diſtinction, or put a Diffe- 
rence where my Creator deſign'd none: | 

If I have withheld the Poor from their deſire, or cauſed the 
Eyes of the Widow to'fail : (C. 31. 16.) 

Or have eaten my "0 = ſelf alone, and the Fatherleſi 
hath not eaten thereof : (V. 

IF I have ſeen any 
without covering: 
oF n 
. with the fleece of my Sheep: (V. a0 
Then, then let mine Arm fall from my Shoulder blade, and 
mint Arm be broken from the Bene. (V. 21) 

For Food was ordained for the hungry and craving Ap- 
petite, and Clothing for the naked and ſhiev ring Back. 


This 


for want of t. or any Poor 


e warmed 


. cn. . 7he Sraffare'sf the Bh. 3 


This Body is a Veſſel of Honour ; and the Beggar has a 
| Right to Maintenance, as well as the Noble. (2 Tim: 2.21. 
L -Whoever denies to another the Neceſſaries of Life; 


whoever hardens his Bowels againſt the Tears and Intrea · 
ties of Indigence, vg 


Reproaches the Wiſdom of an over-ruling Providence, 
and degrades and vilifies his own Humanity, i 


\ 


eee 

4 , am * Þ b 
RATE N L 

y ; 

on bes T behold the Maimed and Deform'd, im: 

4 ploring my Charity from every Corner of the Street; 

h How can I but unfeignedly commemorate thy Fatherly 


Goodneſs, for the right Uſe of my Limbs, and the due 
Simmetry and Proportion of all my Parts? For by this th 
Bounty, I am capacitared for the diſcharge of an Honell 
b. and Laborious Calling; and can ſupport my ſelf and Fa- 
mily ereditably in this World, and ſerve rhe God of my 
Salvation with Stedfaſtneſs and Alacrity, in aſſurance of 
his Promiſes in a better State. Amen. A 


NA 


O Lord, make me mindful of my Creation from rhe 

Duſt, and teach me the proper Deſign and Employ- 

F ment of the Body; and let not any ſuperfluous Dries 

ments and wanton Attire, engage me to ſquander away = 
that Time and Treaſure which are lent me for more noble = 
Purpoſes, and ordain'd for the Salvation of my Soul, 

2 Amen, | | IX 


> | punt” 1 CHAP. 


15 


4 
e 
* 
* * * 


* 


The Spirit of Man is the Candle of the Lord. 


MEDITATION 


WM HE Origin and Nature of my Soul, is what comes 
under my preſent. Conremplations ; and I am fo. 
far from degrading it into Brutality, or finking it 
to the level of Matter, chat I think it to have a more im- 
mediate relation to the Deity, and to partake of the Spi- 
rituality and Immenſity of God. | | 
The Heathens ſuppes' d, a =s of Divinity to be con- 
vey'd to the Breaſt of Man ar” his firſt Formation; and 
the Poets abound with lofty Expreſſions about our primæval 
Clay being animated with celeſtial Fire; and ſuppoſe the 
Particles of the uncreated Eſſence to be mingled in the 
Compoſition of an Human Soul. The Author of one of 
Apocryphal Books has ſomething. yer more ſublime and pom- 
pous in his Diction, when he ſtiles Nſaon, (the prime 
xcellency of the Squl,) the Breath of the Power of God, 
tai, ind a pure Tifluence flowing from the Glory of tbe 
Wia gas. Almighty : The Brightneſs ef the everlaſting 
Light, the unſpotted Mirrour of the Power of 
God, and the Image of his Goodneſs *: | 
Bur ler us deſcend a while from Metaphor and Rhapſo- 


dy, to. :Canonical Scripture and Reaſon; and we — 
| rom 
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from thence be iaform d, mat the Lord G Gen. 3 5 
breathed in Man's Noſtrils the Breath of Life,, 
and Man betaine n living St. The Almighty Creator 
« hath inſpir'd us with immortal Minds, and impreſsd 
upon us perſpicuous Characters of his own divine Eſ- 
« ſence : He hath made us, nor in fome fuperficial Linea - 
« ments, but in dur moſt intimate Conſtitution to reſem- 
8 MO and ro partake of his moſt excellent Pecfe- 
« ctiohs 7. eb 1 23309 191 7 
Io other Creatures God bath given ſuch Powers and 
Abilities as may anſwer the Eud of their. Being, and pre- 
ſerve Life for aſhore and Hmmted Period. The Bird has 
„Wings, the Horſe Swiftnels, and the wild Beaſts a Bru- 
* ral Courage; But the Soulof Man has that noble risk. 
„ neſs and Sagaelty, as More immediately run up her Pe- 
digree to Heaven, and demenſtrate her Operations to be 
independent of Matter. For Matter can nevet᷑ be ſo 
modify'd and refin'd, but it will retain irs native Flug- 
gilhneſs and Inactivity, and continues in it ſelf paſſive, ſtu · 
pid and motionleſs. Tis rhe Sonl animares and informs - 
the Clay 3 the Soul, that is a ſelf. active Principle, and an 
incorruptible Subſtance. Tis She only; chat is capable of 
Senſation, Thought, Pereeption and Reaſon; and diſdov- 
ers all theſe bright Powers and Qualifcationsin the Con. 
duct of Life, and the Diſpoſal of Human Affairs. Ihe 
Horſe and Mule bav? no Underſtanding 5 pt 1 io. 
but muſt be held with Bit and Bridle, leſt they * 
fall upon thee x Their Bodies are to be made ſerviceable 
by Art and Management, and their Ferity is to be ſub- 
du'd by the Skill of che, Rider. If we roo were -as ſtupid 
and untractable as they are, and had only -bare- Inſtinct 
and Self-preſervation ro guide us; the Contrivance of 
Buſineſs, the Tranſacting of our woridiy Affairs, and the 
Adminiſtration of Civil Government, would foon be ar 
an end. But, Thanks be to God, the Principle within us 
is of a different Rank and Quality from Material 
Subſtances; and in the Wiſdom and Afliſtance thereof 
we may ſafely confide for the ſtemming of Difficul- 
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ties, and the Conduct and Regulation of our Life and 
anners. a | 1 
„% Berwixt Man and Brutes, (ſays Tully,) there is this 
n eminent Diſtinction: Brutes only applv themſelves to 
* what is obvious and preſent, and affects their Senſes, 
* withour much Care or Sollicirude about what is 54 
or to come: But Man being endu'd with Reaſon and 
© Reflexion, does by the Strength thereof draw Conſe. 
1% quences, penetrate into Cauſes, and obſerve the Progreſ 
of things. He runs back his Thoughts ro the Hiftory of 
„ his Anceſtors, compares the Reſemblances of Times, 
Actions, and Events, and reduces even Futurity to the 
Standard of our preſent Occurrences. By chis noble 
* Sagaciry, Man takes an eſtimate of himſelf, views the 
” — and Turnings of Life, and lays in Neceſfarie; 
2 for the ſupport and preſervation of the ſeveral parts of 
vw 208.36 | | n 
The Poets have much embelliſh'd theſe Thoughts of the 
Philoſephers, and given a finer Turn ro their Arguments, by 
a Livelineſs of Expreſſion, and the Harmony of Number. 
I ſhall beg leave to produce one Quotation of this nature, 
and ro preſent the Reader with the above-mention'd Sence 
of Tuly, in the Poetry of Juvenal. I ſhall venture to give 
a New Verſion of this Paſſage ; becauſe ſome material 
things are omitted, or paſs'd roo ſuperficially. over by tht 


* 


Tranſlator of this Satyr. 


| — Separat hoc nos 
A grege mutorum, atque ideo venerabile ſoli 
Sortats ingenium, Divinorumque capaces, 
Atque exercends capiendiſque artibus apti, 

Senſum à celeſti demiſſum traximus arce, 

Cujus egent prona, & terram ſpectantia. Mundi 
Principio indulſit communis conditor ili? 
Tantum animas, nobis animum quoque 

Te bake Juv. Sat. 15 


Imperial Reaſon high. born Nature ſuits, 
And ſingles Man from the rude Herd of Brutes: 
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Sagacious Wir in queſt of Knowledge ſoars, ©. 
And Heav'nly Truth's myſterious Depth explores. 
Science and Arts ſhe wiſely cultivates, 

And grafts their Maxims on capacious Hearts, 
From Heav'n's rich Cabinet this Gem deſeends, 
And whilſt encas'd in Fleſh, to Heav'n itrends. 


By the ſame Reaſon it is, that we weigh the Propoſals 
— are offer'd — the wk | 2 de! —.— 2 the Ex- 
1ency or Inexpediency of acting. any chin perſpi- 
cuous and 8 it ſelf, we cloſe with it _ 
the firſt View: Bur when Matters are controverred, and 
Objections thrown in the way, we take time to heſitate and 
_ and at laſt paſs ſentence, upon Maturity and Conſi- 
eration, | | | 

Such is the Progreſs of the Soul in her Chuſing and A#- 
ing: Such is the Oeconomy of the Inward Man; where 
Reaſon firs at the Helm, and preſcribes and dictates to the 
inferiour Faculties, and aims at the ſteering of her Courſe 
by the Maxims of Wiſdom and Religion. 

O, chat there might be no Diſturbance and Impedimenr 
in this Spiritual Government! That no factious Propoſals 
may juſtle out that Concord and Harmony, which has been 
ſo happily ſettled by the Author of Nature! Errors in this 
Caſe are very dangerous; and not only occaſion Tumults 
and Uproars in this mortal Life, but propagate their Ve- 
nom, and extend their Malice to all Eternity. It is a mat: 
ter of fatal conſequence, to have the Soul ill tinctur d and 
falſely principl'd, and what no carnal Pleaſures or Gratiſi- 
cations ean ever compenſate or atone for. O Eternity, thou 
amazing Proſpect, and unfathomable Abyſs! My Soul is 
order d to range in thy boundleſs Territories, and ro make 
her future Reſidence with Infiniry and Immenſity. O Lord! 
how ſhall this Being, which is endu'd with ſuch quick Per- 
ception and exquiſſte Senſation, endure to dwell mth everla- 


ſting Burnings, and by the Stings and Laſhes of her on 


Conſcience, perpetually execute the Divine Vengeance upon 
her ſelf? O thou Lover of Souls, and — of Sinners, 
free me from theſe melancholy Apprehenſions, and diſtrac- 
ting Thoughts; and ler a Faith in thy Merits, an Affiance 
in thy Promiſes, a Love of thy Service, and a Sub- 
mifſion to thy Will, conſtantly exerciſe my Mind upon 
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Earth, and duly qualifie ker for tie Society" of Spirits in 
the Kingdom of God. OTF TATE TT TATA A. 


in .in 1 1008 
HEN God did our firſt. Parent frame, 
VV * And veſt him with the World's Command; 
Bright, like che Deiry, he amm 
From his Almighty Maker's Hand. 
God caſt his Bcdy in the fineſt Mould. 
And grav'd his Image on his nobler Soul. 


| HI mi ne 
Then, like the riſing Sun, he ſeems, 

In the fall Heighr of Morning Pride, 
Caſting his Bleiſings witch bis Beams, 
* all th' inferiour World beſide. = Nigh 
o low'ring Clouds, no pitchy- Fo ight 
g C pitchy. Fogs 


Deface his e, or pfe his Light. 
ak of LEE ; ::> 
The diſtant Proſpect all was clear, 


And all as undiſturb'd within; 
Free from th' Alarms of Panic Fear, 
And from the deadly Shocks of Sin. 
Immortal Creature! ih'd with a Mind, 
Whoſe Pow'rs and Faculties were all Divine! 


28 pz Intelle& ſaw thro? — 
Thoſe dark abſtruſe Meanders, where 


To poor miſtaken Mortals now 
Errors in various Forms appear. 
And gen'rovs Truth unveil'd her Virgin Face 
Io court the Lover to her kind Embrace. 
= - The , her Object ſtill purſu'd, * 
| And all ker pliant Motions clos'd 
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With thoſe clear Schemes of Native W 
Uabiaſs d Reaſon had propos d: ] 

And the obſequious Paſſions oven yield 

Their due Alleg'ar ance to the Sov og! oe J. 


VI. * 
But ah! the ſlipp ry Turns of Fate 
How mutable 1s Human Bliſs ?: 
How hazardous tis to be great ? 
How ſoon we forfeit Paradiſe? 
The Serpent's Venom does the Soul deface, 
And frighred Vertue leaves th' infected Place. 


VIL. 
Hence melancholy Vapours riſe ; 
The upper Regions fill 'd with Fumes; 
Blind Darkneſs low” rs along the Skies ; 3 
Tumult from ev'ry Quarter comes: 
Weakneſs invades the Head, and Sin the Heart, 
And mad Confuſion each disjointed Part. 


I. 
Deſerred Reſon tott ring ſtands, 
And ſighs on her beleaguer'd Throne; 
The Reins ſlip from her er feeble Hands, 
And haughry Peſſions throw her down: 
And Nature, loos'd from her Imperial "oo; 
Ranges the wanton Paths of Liberty, 


IX. 
So in an Hurrican of Stare, 
Calm Innocence ſubmirsro Might ; 
Th aſſuming Mob grow deſperate, 
And ſtile their mad Pretentions, Right : L 
The Government's unhing'd, and from his Throne 
By Rebel Hands che acred 3 s corn. 


X. 


But ſee Relenpti, from the Eaſt, 

In all her glin'ring Pomp advance; 3 
Reſentment ſwells her troubl'd Breaſt, 
And Ulurparion dreads her Lance. 28 
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The Priſqns open at her awful Voice; WF 
The Chains unbrace, and Caprive Sauls ttejoice. 


XI. 


Sweet Hmocenece returns once more, 

And Pence reiumes her ancient Seat; 

Triumphant Gyace exerts her Pow'r, 

And grinning Death and Hel retreat. 
O glorious Change! Surprizing Victor,! 
O bleſs'd Return of baniſh'd Liberty! 


XII. 


So when the Plague attacks our Heads, 
And burning Feavers rack our Hearts; 
Thro' the blue Veins the Venom (ſpreads, 
Till rhe Phyfician's hea.ing Arts 
The latent Force of Herbs and Plants explore, 
To quell the raging Hears, and gaſping Life reſtore. 


res bs orobrtrtrtoctotrta is ions hunks 
HYMN I. 


G OD created Man to be immortal, and made him an Image 
of his own Eternity. (Wild 2.23.) © . 

In that his Soul is converſant with God, ſhe magnifieth ber 

Nobility: Tea, the Lord of all things himſelf loveth her. (C.8:3.) 
In her is an underſtanding Spirit, ſubtil, lively, clear, plain, 
quick, which cannot be letted, ready to do good. (C. 1.22.) 

She is more moving than any Motion, and paſſeth and goeth 
through al things, by reaſon of her Pureneſi. (V. 24.) 

B her intelſectual Faculties ſhe, penetrates into Nature, 
and admires the Works of Wiſdom and Omniporence. 

Ged hath given her to know how the World was made, and the 
Operation cf the Elements. (V.17.) 

The Beginuing, Ending, and Midſt of the times: The Altera- 
. of the turning of the Sun, and the Change of Seafons. 
(Vs e oth 

The Circuits of Nars, and the Peſitin of Stars; the Na- 
tures of living Creatures, and the Ho ies of wild Beaſts. (V. 19.) 

The Vielence of Minds, the Reaſonings of Men, the Di- 
Ve! ſitics 
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verſities of Plants, and the Virtues of Roots. (V. 20.) | 
Bur, beſides this Inſight into Natural Philoſophy, God hath 
imparred ro tha Soul the Knowledge of Himſelf. | x 
He hath ſubjected his own Pertections to her Contempla- 
tion, and admitred her as a Confident ro the Deſigns of his 
Providence. | 
He hath made her privy to the Myſteries of the Godhead, and 
conducted her by the Oracles of divine Revelation. (C.$.4.) 
He hath fenc'd her from Error and Infection on every ſide 
and preyar'd her fer the Societ; and Communion of himle f 
He gave her to glory in his marvellous Acts fer ever, that ſhe 
might declare his Works with Underſtanding. (V. 9.) 


HYMN II. 


IT is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to ſing 
Praiſes unto thy Name, O miſt Higheſt ; (Pf. 92.1.) 

To tell of thy Loving-kindneſs early in the Morning, and of 
thy Truth in the Night. ſeaſon. (V. 2) 454 

As thou, O my Soul, haſt been diſtinguiſh'd by the Di- 
vine Favours; ſo it becometh thee to be punctual and con- 
ſtant in thy Gratitude. | þ 

Trifling Amuſements are to be baniſnh'd from thy 
Thoughts; nor is unprofitable Knowledge to engroſs thy time. 

Some Studies can lay no claim to Wiſdom, and others 
lead us into Ignorance and Stupidity. | | 

For Wickedneſs too frequently alters the Underſtanding, ans 
Deceit beguileth the Soul. (Wild. 4. 11.) 

The Bewitching of Naughtineſs may obſcure things that are 
honeſt, and the Wandering of Concupiſcence unidermine te 
ſimple Mind. (V. 14.) | 

T.e corruptible Body preſſeth down the Soul, and the Earthly 
Tabernacle weigheth down the Mind that muſeth upon many 
things. (C. 9. 15.) 

O!] exert thy ſelf, thou immortal Spirit, and recover that 
Original Liberty which thy Creator hath granted thee. 
Thou art dear in the Sight of thy God, or elſe thy Saviour 
bad never been Incarnate, and d;'d for thy Redemption. * 
The Terms of Salvation are ſtill propos'd to thee, and 
Grace ſollicirs and wooes thee to an Acceptance. : 

Ide Celeſtial Manſion is prepar'd fog thy Entertainment, 

| and 
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could ever arrive at univerſal and unerring Obedience: 
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and thy Brother Spirits are ready to convey thee to Glory. 
O! Reflect a little upon the opening Scenes of Bliſs, and 
launch th Thoughts into the Depths of Futurity. 
For the Souls of the Righteous are in the Hands of God, and 
there ſhall 10 Torment touch them. (Wiſd. 3. 1.) „ Juen 
They ſhall live fur evermore, and their Reward alſo is with the - 
Lord, «nd the C:re of them with the Moſt High. (C. 5. 15,) 
Therefore ſhall they receive 1 tous Kingdom, and a beauti- 
ful Crown from the Lord's Hand. (V. 16.) Fol 
For with his right Hand ſhall he cover them, and with bi; 
Arm ſhall he protect them. (Ibid.) iv | 
He Yo ooh Je Hehe Pee Goof ole Je he Hoo Oe Yeoh be be oe ee Gene tie te Loo 
God, who haſt compounded me of Soul and Body, and 
fixed mein a middie State betwixt Brutes and Angeli; 
Grant that my Thoughts may always aſpire ro thee, and my 
Afﬀe&ions be ſet on things above, and not on things on the Earth, 
Let not my Reaſontrucklero Senle, nor the Animal Life 
extinguiſh the Spiritual. Let Grace be predominant in 
this C arnal Habitation, and my Soul be endued with that 
Juſtice, Purity and Holinels, which are Io highly agreeable 


to her Divine Extraction, and ſo abſoiutely neceſſary to her 
Eternal Happinels, thro' Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


PRAYER II. 


122 I know, it is impoſſible to live without Sin in this 
perverſe World; and that none bur thy innocent Son 


Fiktar Sick Waſh my Soul, I pray thee, in the Blood of this 
| immaculate Lamb, which was flain to rake away 

the Sins of Mankind; That whatſoever Defilements it may 
have contracred in the midſt of this milerable and naugh.- 
ty World, thro' the Luſts of the Fleſh, or the Wiles of 
Sa an, being purged and done away, it. may be preſented 
ure and wrrhour Spot before thee, thro' the Merits and 

— of my All- ſuffici ent Redeemer. Amen. 7 


_ 


CHAP. 


A 


0 HAN VW. 
Of Man's Sovereignty over the Creatures, | 
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. GEN 1. 28, 


— Have Dominion over the Fiſh. of the Sea, and over the 
Fowl of the Air, and over every living thing that muveth 
upon the Earth. e 


MEDITATION. 


S have obſerv'd a Concord and Harmony amongſt 
inanimate Beings, and the Concurrence of eve 
Blement, for che Support and Regulation of the 
Univerſe ; ſo I cannot but extend Obfervarions to that 
Government which is amongꝑſt the Creatures, and that due 
Subjection which Inferiors pay to their Superiors. 
Man has a Patent from his Maker to be Lord of this 
lower World, and is admirably qualify u for Government, 
by the Gift af Reaſon and Knowledge; and was accor- 
dingly veſted with the full Exerciſe of Power, upon his 
firſt Formation from the Earth. . . 


Sanctius his animal, mentiſque capacias alta, | 
Deerat adhuc, & quod dominari in cetera poſſet. „ 69 
| | Ovid. Metam. lib. 1. 


A. Creature of a more exalted Kind 12.4 
Was wanting yer, and then was Man defign'd : + » 
Conſcious of Thought, of more capacious Breaſt, 
For Empire form'd, and fit to rule the reft. igt 
8 Vucreaſe 
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Encreaſe and Multiply was the Original Law of Na- 
* Gon.1 2g ture. Subd.e the Ea'#h, and Enjoy it, was 
the Univerſa Grant ro Mankind. The fear 
18. . 2 of You, and ebe dread of You, es every Beaſt t, 
vas the Entail of Sovereignty repeared and confirm'd to 

all Poſteriry, 

When God had finiſh'd the Works of Creation, and in. 
rroduc'd his own Image upon Earth, by the Production of 
Man, He brought every Beaſt of the Field, and Fowl of the Air 
anto Adam, to fee what he would call them; and whatſoever 
Adam called every living Creature, that was the 
Name thereof |. This Artendance of the Crea- 
tures, was an AA of Submiſſion; the Impoſition of Names, 
was a Mark of Empire and Authority in the Impoſer ; and 
the Acquieſceace of God, was a full Aſſent to the Derer- 
mination of his Vicegerent. | 

Now altho' there has been ſome Defection fince the Fall, 
and the Stubbornneſs of the Creatures, has chaſtis'd the 
Rebellion of their Sovereign ; yer the Power of Man is 
ſtill the ſame, and the Promiſe of God is renewed, and his 
Covenant indenred with all ſucceeding Generatlons. 

I would not, by ſaying of this, be ſuppos'd ro fluſh up 
Human Nature, or to give more Liberty ro Man than 
was originally deſiguſd him: For there is a Government, 
confeſs, which. ] cannot aſſert to be Univerſal, or pro- 
nounce every Rational Being born to che Adminiſtration 
of : This is, the Government of Man over Man; which, in- 
deed, is to be highly valued, becauſe ir is rhe Ordinance of 
God; who, for the Peace and Preſervation of the World, hath 
inſtituted both Monarchs and Subjects, and in the Diviſi- 
fions of the Nations of the whole Earth, ſet a Ru- 
ler over every Creature f. Bur Sovereigaty, in 
this acceptation of the Word, being the Property only of a 
few, does not come under our Conſideration in that large 
and extenſive Sence, which conveys a Right ro all Man- 
kind, The Government which we are diſcourſing of, is 
our Command and Superiority. over the Creatures; and in 
this reſpect, every Man is born a Monarch, and has a Ju- 
riſdiction, independent of his Brethren, over Brutes and 
jnanimate Beings. God has given us rhe full Range of 
Nature, and order'd.us to ſatisfie pur Souls with Marrow and 

| Farneſi. 


C. 2. 19 


2 Ecchu. 17.17. 
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Fatnefl. We are all of us Men in Authority, and the Crea: 
tures are our Seryants, to wait on our Pleaſure, and dif- 
patch our Commands: We ſay to this, Go, and be . t. 6. 5. 
' goeth : To another, Come, and he cometh: And to Y 
« third, Do this, and he doth it “. Set ds hl 
But in the midſt of this State and Grandeur, we ate to 
conſider by whoſe Commiſſion we act, and under what 
Reſerves and Limirations we are entruſted with Power: 
We are not to think our ſelves ſo Arbitrary and Defſvoricy 
as to be unaccountable to our Creator; nor to. ſuppoſe our 
Authority over others, will excuſe our Obedience to our 
Supream Maker. The Abuſe of a Truſt, or the Mal 
Adminiſtration of Government, are highly criminal a 
odious in the Sight of a Juſt God. And if Men will be ſo 
ſwell'd with Sovereignty, as to forget their Dependence, Pfo- 
vidence will find ſome Merhod to raiſe Mutiny and Rebel- 
lion amongſt their Subjects, and to inſtigare the very Takes 
in the Street, and league together the Beaſts of the Field, for 
the Depoſing and Murder of ſuch Tyranrs. 

To Tou, (ſays God,) have I given edery Herb bearing Seed, 
every Tree yielding Fruit, every Fowl of the Air, and : 
every thing that creepeth upcn the Face of the 8 
Earth: To you it ſhal be for Meat t, for Plea- 
ſure, and for Service: Bur do not think you are born only 
to Strut and Hector amongſt your Vaſſils and Dependents, 
and to ſet your Hearts upon the Number and Stredgrh of 
your Subjects. Do nor imagine, that you are purpoſely 
ſent into this World to Slay and Eat, and ro commit Ha- 
vock and Waſt npon rhe moſt beautiful Parts of the Uni- 
verſe, for the Grarification of your Luxury and . 
For, the Preſervation of Beings to repleniſh and inhabit he 
Earth, and the Continuation of their ſeveral Kinds and 
Species ro the End of the World, is what was originally 
commanded by the Author of Nature: And whoever exerrs 
his Power in a needleſs ſlaughter of uſeful Creatures, and 
pampers his Vanity, by a Deſtruction of what was given 
for the common Support of Mankind, breaks in upon the 
Laws of Creation, and, is a Tyrant ro his own Truft, as 
well as an Encroacher upon the Rights of his Brethren, 


Would 
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Would you not, therefore, abuſe your Power and for. 
feir your Government, be gentle in your Commands, ſparing 
in your Diverſtons, and moderate in your Enjoy ments. 

A righteous Man, (ſays Solomon,) regardeth the Life of hi; 
Beaſt ; but the tender Mereies of the Wicked are cruel. Bar. 
bariry to any Creature, is a Diſgrace to our Adminiftrari- 
on, and a Lowering and Sinking. of our very Humanity. 
Cruelty is apt to gain upon our Natures, and by repeated 
Acts ro become eaſie and delightful. From ſlaughtering 
of Beaſts, we learn ro be bloody to Men; and like the 
beſotted Heathens, are diverted with the Prizes of the Am. 
Fbithearre, and eſteem ir part of our Religion to ſacrifice 
dur on pecies, and Offer our very Sons and Daughters unto 
Devils. 7 


e 


A os che Bhd ran 


ENS Fes ; \ 
O God ! How wond'rous is thy Name, 
As far as Eaſt and Weſt extend? 
How great and ſounding is thy Fame, 
Undo the higheſt Heaven's End? 


All Creatures ro thy Pow'r their Beings owe, 
And all to Thee, their great Creator, bow. | 


II. | 
The render Babe doth Thee confeſs ; - - 
His Infant Cries thy Praiſes vent, 
When from the Mother's flowing Breaſt 
He ſeeks th“ appointed Nourifhment : 
His growing Strength ſhall grapple with thy Foes, 
And quell the Tyrants who thy Might oppoſe. 


III. 


When I behold th' expanded Skies, 
And the vaſt Giobes oi Heay'nly Light; 


And 


atid Stars conduct the Night. 
With grat 


| Toy and Adoration ſtruck, 


On theſe bright Fabricks of. ben Harids [ look: 


ieee 1 A) 


Lord ! What i is abject Mas Whos 
Thar chou regard'ſt him from abare? 
Deck'ſ him wich Beams of Maj, 
And ftill, ſfuſtain'ſt him by thy Love? 
Thy Goodneſs rais'd him to a lofty Poſt, 
And lac d him Second to th Angelic Hoſt 


; 7 
To Him Reſpect * Horiaur's due 
From all the Vaſſal World beneath: 


To Him th' obſequious Creatures ſue; 
As: God's ; Vicegerenr here on Earth: 


proſtrate at's Feet the Salvage Monſters : te, 5 


Chi V. Of Maut Senertighty, &c. 
How brisk our Morning-Suns-ariſe, © {+ 1/1 


And what their Sov'reign dies, they obey, 


vi. 


The Flocks o'er Thouſand Mountains ged. 


To Him their fleecy Tribute pay; 

The Herds in fruitful Valleys. fedz 

Pamper their Fleſh to be his re ß: 
The wild Inhabitants of eviry Field 


Revere his Po. r, and een. ing ene yield.” 


vil. 


The ſtubborn Os, 65 his Command; 

Groans undderneath the gulling Toke; 

He toils t' enrich his Maſter's Land, 
And dears th' inſulting Plowman's Keoke. 
The Birds, like Air, wherein they wing their 
Seem 3 yer nuevo Map fabant,'>" 


| k * A. 


VIII. 


His. Erivire's o'er this Liquid Mains, | , | 


And all that num'rous Sealy Herd 

Old Ocean's warty Realms contain, 

Are of his boundleſs Pow'r afraid. 
Part II. [IS 
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Leviathan and Phacu feutking creep, 1.14. 
For dread of him,” wy 2 * 


O Ge! God, Omni oer 
Thy Mi dom and thy L. ombin d 
To furniſh our each Nemtm NN b! 
With various Creatures for Mankind? NA | 
Since thou ſo far Man's Empire dbft extend, 
Thy Praiſe ſhonid Ton, . 1 Eupire ny. 


and 412 


— acute, 


LN 7 


Ged — and Lond of Mer! how: haſt made 
all thin gs by thy mu; (Wildg.s) 57 >; + 

And haſt 1 through obs 2 2 that he ſbou 

bave Dominion over the r which thou haſt made: 
V. 2 

; And onder tie World acondang 20 Equity and Rig herenſnef, 

and execute Judgment with an #prighe Heurt. (V..) 

This Spacious Earth is rr of ee anctevery 
Territory pays us Tribute. 

The Ocean ir ſelf is pn te Navigetiew, And the moſt 
diſtant Regions 'prefentius with their Products. 

The more commodious Parts of the Univerſe, are cho- 
ſen for our Habitations, * the _ Hills for our Ex- 
ercile and Diverſions. [vd 

O Lordi How manifold: A. thy - Was. 2. - Allem haſt 
contrived, and by thy; Power made them all. (Pf, 194424.) 

The Erh, Full of thy Riches, and ery Elemear is . 
Treaſury of thy Goodaeſs. (hid)... 


So n the great and wide den „bb beriet, are things creep- 


ing innumerable, both ſmall and great Beaſts. (V. 25.) 
ln Mercy haſt thou trausfer d che Property of them all 
to 1 and conſtitured im thy Deputy * This! lower 
Worl 

O! Direct him in che 1 of Eoveramen, av ler nor 


TA and Pride pervert-his re 2id 0 841 5 


. 


Oh. WII Of nt, doc, Kc. 207 
Let not Plenty debanch his Apperite, nor the' Splendor 
of Greatnely duble his Eyes: 197 A 
But let his Contemplarion of the — guide him 
to their Ofeacor, And every e end in Alotation, 


HYMN II. 


Hen Ireflect apon the Pride of Human Natute, and 

my own diſdainful Carr 901 towards My Inferiors : : 

her cb d daily Rebellions againſt che Maje. 

aven, and "the D Piſcontent of my Firft Färends fn 

the Is ons of Paradiſe ; 

Lam ſurpriz'd at the Cont 1 — of God's Favours to- 

wards me, and umweary s of his Forbearance 
* — — 

e at iirſt under np Nec uy. o creating Man at 

2 being entiagely — in ie Fylne6 af bis en ker. 


an C; 
placed us in che loweſt Rank of Exiſt 1 

To be made, Steele or Scones, is what we could gever 
have repigecd f wan Slavery, and Freedom are ar the 
abſolure Diſpaſal of our Sovereign. - 

How much. Were ſurpr ing, Ahe 272 ix be, thar 
God ſhould t degrade MApuLy * or even ex- 
ſtinguiſu m Species hy 5. 

How ſurprizing is that ivine nib wich is pro- 
voked every Day, and yet generouſly paſſes over the Pre- 
ſumption of Re "oY 

Lord ! What v an, ad hb f Mould thus participate of 
thy Favours ? Phat is Man, chat thou ſhouldft perpetuate 
bim in che Geverument of hs Earth? 

The mute Creation never r bur follow the 
Tſtins which” thou 1— lanted u them) 

If, therefdrd, upon the Faffeiture of che Maſter, che 
Servant Rad Bechi-exatted; and Nrates had been lifred 1 into 
the Sear of Sovereiguty; Werd 1130 id ai 

The Exchange had been highly reaſopable, and al thy 

Diſpenſations juſt and holy. 


Part HE; H 2 But 


* 
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But behold, we are ſtill in our ancient Stations and Dig. 
ities, and our Court is repleniſh'd with numerous and 
equious Attendants. 2222 
O! Let us not uſe thy World, as abuſing it; nor provoke 
thee any more by Faction and Arrogance. (1 Cor. 7.31.) 
For the _—_ of tha Nerd paſſeth away, and we ou 
ſelves may be tranſplanted in a Moment. (Ibid.) 
Our Government is at beſt but ſhort and momentan, 
and our Subjects may riſe up in Judgment againſt us, au 


condemn r. 


* HESNTESTESESTSSSS IS SS {SSSI I 


PRAYERI. 


E pleas'd, O Lord, fo to ſubdue my Paſſions, that in the 
proper Sphere of Government which thou haſt alloned 

me, I may not by any haſty Expreſſions or execrable Oath 
abuſe thy Creatures, and by this means add Pfophanenes 
to Cryelry, and bring down that Curſe and Vengeance up 
my own Head, which I fo daringly imprecate vpon Beaſt 


or Stones. Lord! Let Gentleneſs and Moderation be con. 


ſpicuous in all my Actions; let the Fear of Thee keep down 


my Anger and Reſentment ; and the Conſciouſneſs of my 
own Guilr, and the Hopes of rhy Pardon, make me Met. 
ciful and Indulgent to the whole Creation. Amen, - 


CY God, who haſt ordain'd. all Things in this World, it 
ſubſerviency to a better State; Grant that I may ſo 


execute thy Commands upon Earth, and ſo manage the Pol 
ſeſſions thou haſt given me, that I may enjoy the Fulneſ 
of thy Favours hereafrer, and reign with tky Triumphant 
Son, in his Celeſtial Kingdom. mem. 


CHAP. 


rn Of Proviſion for Living, 
— — — 8 | — — ————___ 
hy JOB 10. 12. 


Thou haſt granted me Life and Favour. --«-- 


MEDITATION. 


TV OW lirtle this Life is to be valued, unleſs in Subor- 
dination to a better, and what a frightful Number 

of Croſſes and Diſappointments, we muſt probably 
encounter with in our Progreſs chro' this World, has been 
the Subject of ſome former Contemplations, and endea- 
vour d to be preſsd upon the Mind, in ſeveral diſtinct 
Diſcourſes : Bur ſince it muſt ſtill be confeſs'd, that Life 
is the Gift of God, and we cannot throw it away at Plea- | 
mn) WF ſure, but are oblig d to cheriſh and — it, til the Su · 
er. pream Donor ſhall think fit to reſume it; if we would 
act the Parr of Wiſe Men, we ſhould conſider the Conveni- 
encies as well as Hardſhips of Living, and fairly ballance 
the good Things we enjoy, wich the evil Things we ſuffer. 
Thou art now, O my Soul, upon the Topics of Grati- 
rude and Thankſgiving ; and if the Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence are mild and gentle, do not pur on an auſtere 
Countenance; but receive with Pleaſure, what is reach'd 
o. our to thee in Love. If unſearchable Wiſdom thinks fir to 
ef  vifit thee with Pain, Diſgrace, or Poverty, thou art oblig'd 
ant} maintain thy Station under theſe Difficulties, with Con- 
tentment and Reſignation : Hut if God turns thine Eyes 


— 


? See Part l. 


Part II. H 3 wpon 


110 The Devout Soul. Book III 


upon Mirth and Pleaſure, and crowns thy Days wich Plen- 
ty and Honour;; thy Spirits are ro dance with a brisker 
Mofioh thay thy Veins, and every. Member of thy Body 
muſt expreſs a more exalted Cheerfulneſs, and religious 
ſtrain of Gratitule. 1 1 
Look round upon the Stodticts and Ponveniencies of 
this 1 and 3 wilt ſoon be ſatisſied, 7 * a —— 
cent Being, wha flleth ur uf wi Plenteouſneſ,, 
could — inrfoduce e p ex tahtalize or ſtarve 
thee. As Man was the laſt and finiſhing ſtroke of the 
Creation, To it is obſervable that all other 2 were 
4n a readineſs to receive and entertain him. The Houſe 
_ ade py ang = Inha 1 was born; and the 
able ſpread, before the enter d.: Narus ure was his 
— and every page Store-Houſe: The Eanh 
— to his Eye her verdant Plains and flowery Meads, 
er pleaſant Groves and falutary Plants, Fhe Trees com. 
3 his Hands with their bending Boughs, and coun 
is Taſt with rheit delicious Fruit. The Beaſts flock found 
about bim to know their Names, and are officlous to be 
| aflgn d their reſpective Employment. 

Tis true, this Order was foon broke, and this Method 
{nverred by our dyn Folly and Diſobedience: 'Thorns and 
Thiſties grew up in the Valleys of Fruitfalneſs and Plex 
Gd. j ſure, and Bread was to be obtamed by the 
Sweat ef che Fuce f. and Nine and Oil by the 
Tilags and Labour of the Hand. t zu 
But norwithſtanding this Curſe upon tbe id for our 
Sakes,: and the Sorrow which is to attend the Products of it, 
we are ſtill ro thank God that we have Strength and Ability 
ro labour, and à Soil to manure and work up, which will 
anſwer our Expectation, and repay our Induſtry. Out 

Canſtitutions are form'd to the Place of our Nativity, and 
our Patares adapted to the Fruits of our Country. Every 
Climate, in ſome Sence, is 4 Lend of Goſben, and every 

Jation flows with its own peculiar Milk and Honey: The 
vine Wiſdom has mark'd our the ſeveral Seatons of che 
Year for Agriculture and Improvement, and has ſent Dropt 


from Heaven to moiſten the ſtubborn Clay, and repleniſh 
che World with Plenty and Fatneß. Thus we ſee the Eartb 
ſtin r forth Fruit from her Surface, and Metals are 
dug our of her Bowels. The Sea gives a Paſſage 0 
P | about ee e e 


1 1 


ds, 


Ch. V. Of Provifien:yor Living. 1 
traffic thro her yield! "Watery,: and grati es oy? * 
by the Fiſh of her Boom. The Heavens afford e 
Light of the Sun and Mann, and ſhed down * lat ce 
of —— Planets, oH 01 :, 

In ſhort, whether it he Food, Medicine: \Recrearion, 
Curiofi ity, Commence, or Pleoty, which (werare intent up- 
on; tis but Ak, and u ſPelthane: 51 Seek, an me h, fd; 
Endeavour. and we ſhall be ſupply'd-: For it Netcare is at 

ny time; defective, Art eps in co her Afiſtance ; and 

Ge [oventions of Wigom.re&ifie her Barneane(s,. or ſub- 
due her noxious Qualities :- Of Man, chegefere, a dou- 
* ble Bade is aakeni/; that he» du, - neither want What 
% Nature can afforu, nor wat Ar can Aupply. He cauld 
not be provided of all Conveniencies by Nature only, 

" efpeci alli co ſecure hm agAinſt the injuries af zhe Hir; 
cut in Recumpence. Nature hath provided Materials 
** for albwhoſe Arts which ſhe ers . — 0 iy" in 
Human Jute; as Buildifg, Gleach wars Navigation, A 

« gvi culture. Se. That d Mankind might have bach 
wherewithal toran er their ions, de employ 

their Iime, Torr Manie 1300 arch 


25271078 1th nf arti vil no 25 6vigh O beg 
' ASDfAG? 74 4 Mutzrns ut, nes 2 1 : 

Aﬀediu! petere auxilium, £9. prafiere yurrr the. 

"Difperſairtuahtre in popuium, nugnare vehαDꝭ,ẽfe; | 


De newere, Spaun habitatas — rn Sch nun: 
£difitate damas, laribus bomungere e 0 E909 40 7 
Tectum lind, $utes icin limime 9; 111 
Ut collata dares filucia ; prategere amis 
Lapſum, ut mgenti nutantert mulnere eiuem 3 
Cammin dane Ig na tubs, deſtndier iſdem 
rr _— = . clave en. 
54 3 been. Sor, 1 13. 
A common Love ſuclines us 20 receive 
Our Neighbour's Help, ;and-murual Help to give, | 
The ſtrag.i AY TR we to Order binds: + 
To Tewas and Cities V age ſtand confin d; 5 
e 


And uſeful Laws are made to _ 12 


* 


— — 


® Buynet's Theory, B.2. C. 10. 


Fax ll. Hyg wie 
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We leave the Range of Woods, the Sylvan Shade, 
And the poor humble Cotts our Fathers made: 
More ſtately Structures by our Art advance, 

And Houſe adjoin'd to Houſe, protect th' Inhabitants. 
Hence plenry flows, and uhdifturb'd Repoſe, 
And mutual Leagues againſt invading Foes. 
Who er uſurps upon another's Right, r. 
Muſt feel the Weight of our Confed' rate Might. 
Or ſhould a neighb'ring Stare our City claimm 
When the ſhrill Trumpet ſounds the firft Alarm, 
The whole united Clan prepares to Arm: 
On the high Tow'irs che. Martial Youths aſcend, : 
And Show'rs of Darts and Spears their Walls defend. 


Thus is Man ſupplyid and accommodated with Conveni- 
Encies from every Quarter, and may fetch the Materials of 
temporal Happineſs, both from the Products of Creation, and 
the Improvemenrs of Society: And tis ſurprizing to me, how 
an Intelligent and Sagacious Creature ſhould be ſo drowned 
in Lazineſs and Inactivity; as to leave uſeful and neceſſary 
Arts neglected and unculti vated, and rrifle away the advan- 
tageous Opportunities of Eiving, in childiſh Sports and Di- 
vetſions. But what adds yet more to my wonder, is, how 
Stupidity and Ingratitude ſnould have ſuch a Power and 
Command under the daily Bleffings of Providence, as to 
turn the Commonneſs and Conſtancy of them, to the Diſ- 
bparagement of the Giver, and rhe leſſening of his Gifts. 
We are very compliant and obſequious to get into the Fa- 
vour of a Great Man, and uſe abundance of Sollicitation 
and F attery to be declar'd Heir to a Rich Neighbour or 
Relation: We can be thankful to a Friend for a few 
* Acres, or a little Money; and yer, for the Freedom 
* and Command of the whole World, we think our ſelves 
+ under no Obligation &. | = 

When Grd rained Manna upon the Iſraelites, and filled 
them with the Bread of Heaven ; . When he ſhower'd dbwn 
Feathered Fei, like at the Sand of the Sea, and ſcarter'd 
Fleſh, 4s thick, as Duſt, round about their Habitation ; we 


ch. v. Of Freviſos for Living, 113 
look with Contempt and Indi gnation upon the Behaviour 

of chat People, becauſe, whilſt the Meat was et 9 0 
in their Mouths, they ſinned more and more, and 23,, 31.34. 
believed not God's wend'rous Works *. O Mon- | 
ſters of Ingratirude, (ſay we,) to feaſt and rebel at the 
ſame time! To eat the Food of Angels, and remain ſtupid as 
Brutes ! To have _ ay c__ and their rs 
with Fatneſs ; et that no Rapture i e 
IJ Hearts, 25 Religious Melody enliven req Tongues ! 
But norwirhſtanding theſe Remonſtrances and Complaints 
againſt our Fore-fathers, We, their Poſter'ty, are Inſtances 
of the like Perverſneſs and Ingratitude, Never conſider- 
« ing the Advantages of our Condition, nor the Benighi- 
ty of Providence in che Comforts that we enjoy. We 
« live unthankfully in this World, and go ſtrugling and diſ- 


: « contented aut of it 1. How many are there that warm 
] themſelves under the Heat and Influence of the Sun, and 
k yet have no manner of Merit to intitle them to ſuch a 
Favour 2 How many are there, that are fretful in their 
y Stations, and wiſh they had never been Born? “ And yet 
4 Nature goes quietly on with her Work, and allows them 
! « a Being in deſpite of their o Murmuring and Un- 
v 1 rhankfulneſs. 14d £57 00.48 moe / 
d 
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rar He wb Choprer rn 
1 N 1 er e to the Ah. 


Wer aides Hem, and Colliag Paſſions *. 
Thro' the black Regions of tiry troubled Souls? 
Why art thou / diſeompos d with previous: 1 1 to 21 
Of diſtant Ils, which never may wppeat 2 1 974d 


Fubmit o Providence the Cate of Heath; 5 
Reſign co bountebus Henvln the: Thoughts of Waal, 
Frojecb ao Schemes 'th!indleftrent. am of 37 1 105 
Nor ſtuff tiy for ch enſuing Near. 

Dont rack chy Rrains for Daĩnti es to en 


The wanton Cravimgs of thy Fpperive. Dun 
For te ſame God, who firſt created Need, an e 
Will from his boundleſs Stores the r 1 Abel: 


by 
* —— . — ay —_— 


—— from the Tiler's and the Reaper's — 
rovide no Granaries to hold their Store; 
But eat what's preſent, and truſt God for more. 


The puny Dwarf can't ſtretch, with all his Might, 
His Pigmy-Body to a Giant's Height : 
Nor will th' unwieldy Giant's Body fink, 
And to the ſcanty Dwarf's Dimenſions ſurink. 


Ihe Negros Toory Looks, with all his Care, 
vas nor — bo pre the Colours of the Fair; 

Jor hoary Age exchange her wither'd Face 
For blooming Beauty, and a youthful Grace. 


Then, Childiſh Man! Why art thou diſcontent 
For what thy Power can't help, nor Wit prevent? 


& * 


Why 


Ch V. Of Proviffon for Living. 
Why all this needleſs Art and Coſt employ'd, 
To trim thy rawdry Backs expenſive Pride * 
The bluſhing Roſe, arid the blue Violet; 

The Virgin- Lilly in her native White ; 
(Whoſe graceful Garb all wiſhing Eyes admire,) 


Nor Sweat nor Toll fotz all this Ach Arrire : 


erg 


Bur ſpring forth ſplended from their Mother's Womb, 


And wear the Garments wove in Nature's Loom: 


Vet Salem King was ne'er fo finely dreſt,-- - 
In all rhe Drap'ry of the glitt ring Eaſt; - 

Nor could his artfut State and Pageanux 
With Nature's unailiſted . N 


If then th' Almighry. Providence doch Yield. 
Such Glories to rhe Off ſpring of rhe Field 
Whoſe Morning-Euſtte feels a ſwiſt Decay, 
(Whoſe Birth and Death's included in a Day 23 
Wny ſhould ſufpicious Thoughes thy Mind polleſs, 


And form Complaints, His Loop for — W 


Shall ev'ry Flow's with Plenty be ſup 


And chou, his darling Child," be 0 wich Need > 


Be bold, 0 Mortal! And conkde in Payr; 
Let Fab and Hope expel miſtruſtful Fear; 
= by W710 own, * th' Almighty's Care. 

Pagens on their Wit rely; © © + 
For gle thelr tenſlefs Idols can't ſupply :- 


But by Obedience we our ſelves approre, 


And live dependent on our Father 8 Love. 
To Morrow 


Nor black Sufpicions rankle in our Breaſt. 
Each future Day ſhall for ir ſelf provide, 


And mine ies fickle Motions en 


. * 
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12 at the. Generations old, and ſee: Did ever any 
truſt in the Lord, and was confounded ? Or did any abide 
in his Fear, and was forſaken 2 (Ecclus. 2.10.) TI 
Ihen was his Hand. ſbortnod, or his Ear heavy ? Or whom 
did he ever deſpiſe, that called upon him ? (Ibid.) 
I bave been young, and now am old, and yet never ſaw I the 
righteous forſaken, wor his Seed u their Bread. (Pſ. 37.25.) 
The Lord will not ſuffer ſuch Souls to famiſh : But be caſt- 
eth away the Subſtauce of the Wicked. (Prov. 10.3.) - 
He hath brought us into a plentiful Ceuntrey, to ect the 
Fruit thereof, andthe Goodneſs thereof. (Jer. 2.7.) 
Our Lot is fallen in @ fair Ground : Tea, we bave a gene- 
rous God, and a-goedly Heritage. (Pl. 16.7.) ' - 
' Our Root is ſpread out by the Waters, and the Dew lieth all 
ight on our Branches. (Job 29. 19.) G bind 
Our Glory is freſh in us, and our Bow is renewed in our Hand; 
20.) f ng ö 23 | 
Our Sons grow up ar the young Plants, and. our Daughters are 
4s the poliſh'd Corners of the Temple. (Pl. 144. 12.) | 
Our Barns arg filled with Plenty, and our Preſſes hurſt out 
with new Wine. (Prov. 3.10. 16 oY 
Our Garners art repleniſhed with allmanger of Store, and our 
Sheep bring forth Thoyſauds, and Ten Thouſgnd; in. aur Streets, 


(Pi. 144. 13.) | , 
Qur Qxen are ſtrong to Labour, and there is no decay, ng 
tivity, and nocomplaining in our Streets. (V.14.) 


leading into oP | 
Happy are the Pecple that are in ſuch a Cafe : Yea, bleſſed 
are the Pecple, who have the Lord for #heir God. (V. 15.) 
Then, praiſe the Lord, O my Sou, and forget not all his 
Benefits. (Pl. 103.2.) 
Praiſe the Lord, who ſaveth thy Life from Deſtruction, and 
erowneth thee with Mercy and Loving-hindneſs. (V. 4.) 
Praiſe the Lord, who ſatisfieth thy Mouth with good thingy, 


l thee Tung and Lvſly as an Eagle. (V.5.) 
HYMN 
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HE Earth irpbines Dh and all that therein is ; the 
Compaſs of the World. and that dwell therein (Pſ. 24.1.) 
Thou 520 ſet all» the Borders of the Univerſe : Thou 51 
made Summer and Winter, (Pſ. 14; 18 
The Day is thine; and the Night is thine : Thou bat Pb 
red the the Ligh and che Fun. (V. 17.) 
Ibo viſiteſt the Earth, and e ie: The vat t ver 
pleneeous (PI. 65.9. 
Thou bringeſt aueh Graf for oh Cattle; 4 green Herb for 
the Service of Men. (Pf. 104. 14. 
The River of God is full 7 Water : Thou prepareſt their 


EL CID for the Earth. IV. 10 
Thou water Furrows ; . ſendeſt Rain into the — 
— OE Thou makeſt 15 oft ru rhe Drops of. 


_ Ii ſt the Encre 22755 of i. 1 1.) 
5 = u ar with thy Godnef, FY thy Clouds ' | 
Farne 12. 
—— obs liorcliags of 166 Patric, and the . 

the Hill ejoice on every ſide. (V. 13.) 

The ; ſhall le full of Sheep ; The Valley alſo ſhall ſtund 
ſo thick! with Cern, that they fb | laugh and ing. (V. 14.) 

O, Praiſe the Lord. ye that partake of bi Bounty,. and mag» 
nifie him, who giveth Food unto rf Fleſh. (PL. 136. 25.) 

O, thank the Lord of all Lords: For his Bleſſings are per 
perual, and bis Mercy endureth for ever. (V. 3.) 

The Ground ſpall be no more curſed, for Man's ſake ; nor e- 
very living thing ſmitten by a ſecond mn, + (Gen 8.21 1 

The Moon is appointed for certain Seaſons, and the Sun nom - 
eth his going down. (Pf. 104. 19.) 

While the Earth remaineth, Seed-time and Harveſt, Cold and 
Heat, Summer and Winter, Day and Night, ſhall nor ceaſe. 
( Gen. 8. 22.) 
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Bebold; I bring jou Tifings of great For, whith fhall. be to al 
People : ' For unto 5 LEE duy in e 75 Devid, 
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you Tidings of great Foy : Quark 
ipootirig — Seren — | The 
te fung is auhat he comes — Majeſty of Heaven 
l to beſtow; anch the Meſſage is ſuch, as is wor- 
tay of an Angel's: Tongue to communicate. Awaks, 
Awake, 


120 The Devout Soul. Book IV. 
Awake, put on thy Strength, O Zion ; Put on thy beautiful 
TTY Rn: "Garments, O Feruſalem. Brea inte Foy, fing vo- 
C. 54. 1, 1.5. Eether, ge waſte Places: Shake thy ſelf from the 
Daf 5 "Ariſe; and fir down, O Jeruſalem. ' Sing, 
O ye Heavens ; for the Lord bath done it: Shout, ye lower 
Parts of the Barth: Break forth into finhing, ye Mountain,, 
O Forreſt, and every Tree therein. For the Lord hath redeemed 
Jacob, and glorified himſelf in Iſrael *, | 
This aſjeniſhing Birth was not to be confin'd to a Cor. 
ner o hy rid, nor obſcur'd in a ſmall City, aſid a 
contemptible Cottage: But an unuſual Appearance in the 
Heavens was to notiſie ir to diſtant Nations, and the Lead. 
ing of a Star was to produce Preſents and Adoration from 
the Viſe Men of the Eaſtern Countries, O! then let 
us not. hide chis Myſtery; nor depreciate the Digniry of it. 
Let us commemorare it with Thankfulneſs in our own Fa- 
milies, and convey it with Impa ality ro ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations. O Aion, that bringeſt good Tidings, get thee 
+ th cog, Pp into the; bigh Mountdin'i O Feruſalem, that 
| bringeſt good Tidings, lift up thy Voice with 
Strength: Life it ug, be not afraid: Say unte rhe Cities of 
Fudeh, Behold your God: Proclaim it unto the Heathen, that 
their Redeemer is come f. Redeemer is a Word, which carries 
Joy and Tranſport in the Pronunciation of it, and fills the 
M-nd with all the ſoothing Heals of Affluence, Pleaſure, 
and Triumph.: My Soul ſfrings forward. at this enlivening 
Sound, and my Tongue\joyns with the Celeſtial Choir, in 
ſinging, Glory to God in Higheſt, and on Earth Peace, 
betete ce HA] ropards Men. , Every Vally ſol 
exalted, and every Mountain and Hill ſhall be 
fifa 40. 4, f. Made low : The Crocked ſhall-be made ſtreight, and 
+ -*, * the rough Places plain. The Glory of the Lord 
ſhell be revealed, and all F ſhall ſee it together L For 
God hath appeared viſibly in the Intereſt of his People, 
and hath erected his Standard in the whole Land. His 
Boudry is become univerſal, and the Bleſſing is reached 
out to all People, Narions and Languages. Truth and Sal- 
vation are no longer confined to the Territories of -Patt- 
keftine ; nor the Divine Favour appropriated to the" 19 
Bur Cretes and Arabiant, Medes and Parthians behold the 
wonderful Works of God, and are admitted to the Parti- 
cipation of his Joy and Glory. Ibe whole World is 
Fd | incor- 
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incorporated into the Lein: of Abrabam, and Sons are raiſed 
up unte him eff the. Stones of the Street. From this very 
Moment, the Powers ani Principalities of Darkneſs begin to 
decline, and the Souls of Men recover themſelves from 
the Bondage and Slavery of Sin. The Synagogue and the 
Academy preach the ſame Faith and Morality ; the Few and 
the Gentile are united in the Object of their Worſhip, and 
the Partitian · M of Ordinances is broken down, and all 
ceremoniqus Forms of Diſtinction and Pre-eminence va- 
niſh. The Eumity between Heaven and Earth is com- 
pos d, and the Divine Embaſſador deſcends to ſeal an E- 
verlaſting League with Rebels and Apoſtates. 
Come, my Soul, let us accompany the Angels and 
Shepherds, and pay our Compliments to the Prince of 
Peace at his firſt Arrival. Let us gladly embrace the 
Terms of his Mediation, and make a due Preparation 
for the receiving bim inte dur Hearts. For thou art not 
to expect, O my Soul, ro ſee his Levee throng'd with 
Attendance, or the Preſence- Chamber ſhining with State 
and Magnificence; becauſe not many Niſe Men after 
the Fleſh, not many Mighty, not many Noble, are. 
called; bur God hath cboſen the baſe * and de- ad e 
ſpicable things of '#his Werid to confront he 
Honourable, and triumph over the Powerful. ä 
Inſtead of blowing up chy Pride and Vanity, and poſ- 


ſeſſing thy Imagination with a falſe Notion of Power, the 
Hero of this Day prefents thee with an humble Entrance 


agnit 


122 be Devout Soul. - Book IV. 
ſter to the Neceſſity of the Afflicted. Never was Earthly 
Royalty put more to the Bluſh, than by chis Condeſcention: 
Never was Pomp and Vanity fo truly expos d: Never was 
—. Imperfection of Courts and Palaces ſo juſtly repreſem 
From hence we are to gather, that the Kin df the 
Meſſiab is not properly ef ths World, and that all thoſe lofty 
and gaud Exvreſſione, with which the 'Prophers buoy and 
fluſh” up the Expectation of their Countreymen, do not ſo 
much relate to the Temporal Juriſdiftion of Fudes, as the 
Union of Spiritual Intereſt, the Propagation of Truth, the 
Kingdom of Grace, and the Inheritance of Glory. Unt, 
*\no 6 Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and tho 
the Government be upon his Shoulder, and his 
Name called Feſus , it is not ſo much becauſe he ſhall ſuc- 
ceed his Father David in his Temporal Dominions, as be- 
{Mui 12 Cauſe he ſhall ſave bir People from their | Sins f. 
A Glorious Salvation indeed! An Enterprize 
worthy the Incarnation of a God! A Conqueſt. fit to be 
recorded to all Poſterit / 
The poor miſtaken Fews look d with regret upon the En- 
croachments of the — and when they ſaw the Sax- 
Auanry defil d, and the Royal Line of David dethron'd, or 
extinct, were apt to cry out, Hhere is the Promiſe of hi; 
Coming ? Their refractory Necks toſs d under the Yoke of 
Servirude, and their haughty Stomachs could not bear the 
Taxes and Impoſitions of their victorious Neighbours. 
We, (ſay they,) be Abraham's Seed, and never 
$Jok 8 33. pere in bondage to any Man rf. We are the Chil- 
1 16. 55. 3. dren of Liberty, and the Choſen of the Lo; and 
| God "hath made an everlaſting Covenant with us, 
even the ſure Mercies of David... Van” ov be 
This, indeed, is a Covenant, which ſhall never be bro- 
ken: Theſe are the Mercies, which ſhall never be exhau- 
ſted. But alas! alas! We are nor to put our own Inter- 
8 upon the Laws of God, nor to gratifie our Am- 
ition by the Hopes of Temporal Grandeur. The moſt 
- inſupponableCapriviry.is Sin, and the moſt formidable Enemy 
is Saran : And it is not ſo much the Necks of our uſurp- 
ing Neighbours, or-the Wealth of Rival Nations, which 
we are to aim at, as the Conqueſts of our Luſts, and 
the purgings of our Conſciences from dead Works, In this 
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ſence, God has publiſh'd Salvatiop to his Inheri- : 
tance, and given a Leader and Commander to bis 22 
People, looſed "the Bands from the Neck, F/ 

the you «od 1 MN Now — * l Truth are 
met together ; Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed  ; * 
each other : Tea, Righteouſneſs hath looked s. 
down from Heaven f, and Peace harh ſettled het Reſidence 
upon Earth: Goddheſs triumphs, and Juſtice is farisfy'd ; 
the Debt to offended Majeſty is paid, and the Obligation 
againſt an Inſolvent Debtor is cancell'd. | | 
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Bold che _ Scenes of oy!!! 
The basking miles on Nature's Face! ny 


How all Creation's Works rejoice! e 
How calm the Heav'ns ! How chearfully the Mori 
Welcomes th' Approaches of this Happy Day, . . 
Wherein the Saviour of the World was born! 


How ſplendid does the Righteous Sun ariſe; 1 


And ſpread his Healing Beams A 
Along the Eaſtern Skies? 
How muſt the Furies of the Night 
Sculk at th Approaches of his op'ning Light? 


"$2000 ou. 250 n: ann 
O Happy Virgin! Thou, above the reſt, _ 

By Heav'n art fayour'd; and divinely bleſt. 
Thou art the Darling of the Pow'r above; 
The Choſen Veſſet to contain his Love. 
O Happy Woman ! worthy to reſtore 
That Patadiſe,” which Womati Toft before. 
As Thou, in Vertue didſt thy Sex excel, 

So ſhall the Ages yet to come, 

In grateful Strains thy Praiſes tell, 
And bleſs the ſacred Burden of thy Womb, 
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. new e Monarch ay ts 
wn as the winge 1 

They ſpread the L. N Sous „ "ER 

jon Arps sche eageful LF 3 2 tu 

D dung . | 

ir Monarch's growing = 

And Wa his Loving Father's Praiſe. 
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Gay Nature in her ancient Glory reigns, ö 
And ranſom'd Nations quir rs ſervile b Gain 
Nothing but univerſal Harm 

Nothing but Love and L * i 
Oer the wide Surface of the World abound. 
| The Noiſe of Drums and Trumpers ceaſe, 


And ev Ty harſher Sound. 98408 

Lies huſh'd i'th Arms of Everlaſting Peace... r Ci 

The Shield and Spe ar. eleis things, 
The Sport af Boys, che Scorn of K then 


The tender Virgin need no Ionger er fear | 
Her pining Lover ſhould be preſs dd to War: 8 
n  ceale.. h bi! 
| ey upon the le, 
And any enjoy their Realms at peace 
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Lions grow WY and forger t fo roar, 
And Shepherds guard their Flocks no more. 


The Wolf and Typer la Roughnef 
And with Eo h. , Aue 5 


No Fear nor er an oi Fan reſtraing 
They frisk, rg 45 bound it o'er the We - 
And in Feet he 15 


Then friendly reſt their OY 


of the Naihitry if N. a 
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err „. 0 PO A 
The Peaſant prunes. bis fruitful vine, Eros? 
And undifturb'd enjoys the Wine: 
The rwining Boughs ſurroum his Head, 
Whilſt he caoſes | in their Shade. 
2 crooked $ leaves = TR 

n ſporting ants on him ile. 1 
The grieſſy Warriour's ruſty Blade, 898 
Into 4 fruitful Plom-ſpere made 

urns up che Glebe, which heretofore 

edrench'd with Ein ones, of; Human Gore. ö 


eke defpiſed Brahe | N FFP 
Ex ou wretched Ran 2 4. MOMS. ' 
vn thou ſhalr-raiſe thy drogping Head; : 
£86 Tho tt ſhale, have Renown z, n 
45 er. the Globe thy Glory ſpread, | 1 1 
nd vie with p proud Feruſalem? | ne ĩ 
Thou ſhalr. the P mis d Blefſing: give 3 a N 
Thy Manger mall the oyal Gueſt receive, Ane a 
* from thy Saviour's Birth, . * yi owe. 3 


u i e. VIII. 19 * r 
O happy Judah Hearn deisse N n K 
| The! from thy Princely Loins, 
This Migh ——— ſha — = 
Who ſhall port thy tott cing Sears ; 
And o' er th | le Sons pr 
Who fhall- ſubdue thine 
And Paleſtine by ſacred Maxims — — \ a6 
22 uſrice ſhall reſrore, 
And Truth a propagate, 
(The helpleſs Orphan be Bend, and Patron of the Poor) 
uious Nations ſhall to him reſort, 
yer) y Kings pay Homage to his Court. 
The Roman Eagles their proud Flight ſhall lower, 
8 own a haves on" reign s Pow't, © © 
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dug d Noe 5 | 
zynrz the Heathen þ fait A 1 ether, and why 
do the People imagine 4 

The Kings of rhe Ear . 0 eh 8 
el togetber * the Lord, ainſt bu Anbinted. (V. 8 

Tet have I ſet my ner, as Hell ef Sion, and eſt a- 
bliſh'd the Throne in 40g we for evermore. (V. 5.) 

I have made bare my Holy Arm in the. Eyes of all Cal. 
and all the End of the Erb. of ſee the Suloition, of God. 


(Iſa. 532.10.) \- © 
23 4s # Free plate, end en Helmet 


I have put on Righteouſyes 
of Sa'vation on 

I will preach Low DR 18 Lord bath Jaid unto me, 
Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee. (Pſ. 2.7.) 


Deſire of me; and I will pive thee the Heathen 65 thine In- 
FORTY, end the ue 10 Parts Lf the Earth ' for thy Poſſe ſon. 
1 8.) 502 * 1 TI 


The Gentiles Phat come to th Lighe, why Kings to the 
brightneſs of 427 rifing. (Iſa. 60.3.) ty beers hel be 
Thy Sons come om Fer, and Day ters 
nurſed at thy Side: TX \ n 
And ſhall ſerve the Lod 2105 God, ond David their King 
whom he ſhall raiſe up unt them. (V. 9 
And in every place Incenſe — — TE ano my Name, and 
a pure Offering: Fir. my' N Great, from the rifng 
up of the * even unto the going « erage of oo ſome. ( | 
_ 
O Fudah, keep thy ſolemn Feaſts, perform thy Vo ows : For the 
wicked ſhall no more paſs thro' thee. (Nah. 1.15. | 
M Whereas thou haſt been forſaken and hated, I will make thee 


Eternal Excellency, and. 2 Foy m Generati 
(Ia. 60. 15.) 15 * 4 * 


For Brat 1 wil bring Gold, and ifor Tron: I wil bring Sil. 
ver, n Mood, Bro; and for Stones, Iron. ” 17.) 


u 


ch. I Of the Nativity of Ci 12· 


Violence ſhall uo more be heard in thy Land; Waſting nor 
Deſtruction within thy Borders. (V. 18.) | 
Bur. theu 2 call thy Walls, Salvarion ; end thy G 2 
Praiſe: will alſo make thy Officers Peace, and thy E 

Aors oor: neſt, (Ibid.) | 


"HYMN II. 


I Even I, 1 Lerd, OS F.-Y. there is no Sant. 
| £9 our: 1 an the Lord, your Helv. One, and che Creator of I 

reel, your Ning. (Iſa. 43- 11,15.) 

Tea, before the Day was, 7 am He, and there ir none that 
77 . N Hand: I will work, and who ſhall let 

8 13 
Remember, O Jacob and If-ael ; for thou art my Servant : 
I bave when thee, thou art my Servant: O Iſrael, thou ſhalt 
wy — en of me. (Ch. 44.21) 

bine; for thy Light js come, and the Glory of the 
12102 2 G. 60.20 BO 9 k 

For be Darkne cover the Berth ofs Dar 

neſs the Peop le. (V. 9 * 

But the 1 Lord ſhall ariſe upon thee, and bis Glory, ſhall be 
ſeen upon thee. (Ibid. 

The Sun ſhall be no more thy Light by Day, neither for bright- 
* ſhall the Moon give Light unto thee : (V. 19.) 

But the Lord ſhall be thine everlaſti Light, and the Days 
of thy _— be ended. (V. 200 

Li yes round abant thee, and ſee : Who bath 
beard ſu le hath ren ſuch thing s2 (C. 66:8.) 

Shall the Earth be mage to ay frch bo tas Day, or ſhall a 
Nation be born at once ? (Ibid.) 

| Before Nion travailed, ſhe brought © ferth; Before her Pain 
came, | ſhe was deliver d of 4 Man-Child. (V. 7. 

0! Suok, and be ſatisfied with the Breaſts of her Conſolu- 
tions : That ye may milk out, and be ſazisfied with the Abune 
dance of her Glory. (V. 11.) | 

Y: amy fack, Te . be born upon hor Sides, and be dans 
dled upon her Knees. V. 11.) 

As one whom hu — comfortetb, ſo will I comfort you, 
Sd com fr ted 5 . 13) | 4 


148 n die Soul. Bock IV. 


And when ye ſee thi t ig Jn 1 rejoice, and your Bene 
er 


ſb li V. 
the e f Lord fell be Guo bende bis Fer. 


vents, and bis Indignation towards his Enemies, bid.) 


* lle 
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Aoi ghry God, who haſt given us thine ah begorten 
Son to woke our Nins, 160 him, Theing oe —— 
of pure a Vir gin; rant, ing re a 
amd. On rate, and may Grant Re — _ 
Grace, ma Tora be renewed bay Holy e a thro? 2 
ſame our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſive and.reigneth. with 
Thee, and the — Kirn ever One lo, World wichou 


End. amen. . 
% 9 ” « * * 


RAT ER 1. 


O ¹ y Teſus ! 0 Immortal Saviour! 940 * at thy 
— col, and adore the Humility of thy Birth. As 
the Kings of Arabia and Saba bring Gifts, * am willing 0 
preſent thee with the Myrrb and F ankincenſe of my Praiſes 
and Adorations, always acknowledging che Divinity of thy 
Nature, and applauding che Condeſcention of thy. Union 
with Humanity. Loud (whilft thou confineſt me to this 
Earth,) let me proceed on, contemplating the Myſteries 
of thy Incarnation, with Faich and Reverence ; and em- 
ploy me hereafter as a Servant in thy triumphant King - 
dom, and admit me with Sajnts and — ta e . 
and eee of by — a \Prefance. r 
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of our Chriſtian, Founder may be Fa wanting 3 y 
hi ts Good 
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HOU an now enrring, 500, yy hs 
Survey of a Life, ITS þ {pace 
of about Thirty. * Tears, and . is x copious 225 
Fats, and ſo replemſh'd;. with variety 
that if they ſheuld be written „ I ſuppoſe 
that even the World it ſelf. could not contain the * John 24.57; 
iy that ſhould bi written. Volumes would 
be deficient to. record the Actions of the Holy Jofws ip the 
Labours of rhe Pen- Men would be infinite, 
of the Reader tod ſhort for the peruſal of them. 
But norwithſtanding'a compleat and univerſal e 


Wiſdom of God is 3 con(; 21cuous, and 

deſs is to be applauded, for preſerving Wimneſſe 
inſpiring nee to preſerve. as much of this 2.990 
Story as may Be neceſlary for Poſterity ro know, and uſe- 


ful for the Church/ to imitate. By the peruſal of their 


Writingy, we: ſhall learn, that one Uniform Principle 
actuated the whole Life of te Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith, and that che procuring of me good for Mankind 
was chiefly aim digt, as well-in his Private Desde as 


* mere Pubus OT; 


I 


x30 The Devout Soul. Book; IV. 
If we would trace this great Exemplar of Perfection 
and — — from the — to his — — ſhall find 
thar Nis Minority war ſpent in Dury to his Parents, and 
8 by y were in * bang Fang — 
of the Moſaic Diſpenſation, and pra e Righte. 
ouſneſs of the Nara and Moral Law , xt 
Ar Twelve Tears of Age he attended the Congreſs of the 
Learned, and entex'd 1vto the ſplemn Qiſputations of the 
D»Rors; and by the Weight of his Queftions, and the Per. 
tinency of his Anſwers, aſtoniſh'd the Rabbins and Fathers 
of the Fewiſh Church, and gave the moſt pregnant and 
early Proof of his Divine Miſſion and Wiſdom. © 
In ſome of the ſucceeding Parts, of his Life, He apply'd 
himſelf ro the Exercife of an Honeſt Calling, and by. his 
own painful and . N Example, incited us to Dili- 
gence and Application in our reſpective Profeſſions. 
After his Baptiſm in Fordan, and his Inauguration to 
the Prophetic Office, the Heavens Pegan, to open, and his 
Divine Luſtre more vifibly appeared: He was drawn from 
a ,Retir d and Private, to a more Attive and Public Life; 
and all Jude became the Theatre of his Piery, and eve. 
8 Eve the Spectator of his Miracles: And then, Good 
Cod! What Temptations did he encounter, and what 
enſtaring Propoſals did he diſdain ? What affectionat' 
Prayers, and melting Diſcourſes dropt from his Lips? 
What Faſtings and Auſterlties. what! If-denial and Mor: 
rigcation, was remarkable in his Life? How did his Pré. 
fence illuminate, and his Parables reform; his Converſa: 
for edifie, and his Example attract? 
Nie firſt addreſſed himſelf to the ſt Sheep of the -Houſt 
of Ifrael, and then ſollicited the NHarlots and Demoniacs to 
epentance; and courted Publicans and Ser: with the moſt 
obliging Propofals of Salvation. He drew'the Mulrirude 
after him, and by a miraculous Encreaſe of Loeves and 
_ Fiſhes, filled his y Auditors with the good Things of 
Earth, as well as Bread of Heaven. He won upon the 
Diſeaſed by a Renewal of their Health, and drew Crpples 
and Lepers after him, by a wonderful Infuſion of Vigour 
and Strength into their Joints and Limbs. * nn 
Thus the Kingdom of the Meſſiah was a Reſtoration of 
Nature, and every Spectator might either experience in 
himſelf, or behold in his Neighbour, —— 
. | ance 
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ſtance | of his Redeemer's. Love and Beneficence. Then 
ed : Then the Eyes of the Blind were opened, . 4 * 

and the Ears of the Deaf unſtopped: Then the Jt 

Lame Man leaped like an Hart, and the Tongue of the Dumb 


Jung o i 
nd great Reaſon was there for this Joy, when the ſur- 
prizing Care yr the Body, was 22 Emblem and Re- 
preſentation of the Health and Sanity which was conyey- 
ed to the Mind. The grear Redeemet of 'Mankind, was 
in the moſt eminent Sence a Phyſician of Souls, and diſ- 
played his Heavenly Art in cloſing and binding up che 
Wounds and putrifying Sores of a broken and contrite Heart, 
and aſſwaging the Choler, and. es the Stubboru- 
neſs of an inveterate Sinner. His Preſcriptions had a pe- 
culiar Regard to rhe Regulation and, Mana gement of che 
paſſions, and his Views were all directed to the pur - 

ing of Corrupted Nature, and ſubduing the Exorbitancy 
of Luſt and Appetite. SN non Lon 

Never was there ſuch a Scheme laid for the Intereſt of 


Forlorn Man; and never could there be ſuch Vigour and 


Fideliry in the Execution of it. The Divine Undertaker 
was ſo intent upon the Buſineſs of Others, that He neg- 
lected not only the Diverſions, but Neceſſaries of his own 
Life; and ſubmitted to the Preſſure of Hunger and Thirſt, 
and the Fatigue of frequent Journeys and hard ings, 
chat he might diſcharge his Truſt with Honour, and lay 


an Obligation even upon his very Enemies. 


In the ſame bleſfed Refignation and Conformity which 
he lived, He ar laſt underwent the moſt -Barbarous and 
Ignominious Death, exhibiring ro his Church a Pattern of 
Suffering as well as Aﬀing, and leaving ui an per 441 
Example, that we ſhould follow his St w, „ 

O Eternal God, and Omnipotent Father ! Do thou pre- 


4 Rom, 8 29, 


deſtinate us to be conformable to the e of thy 
Son F, and take us into the honourable Like- 


neff of the Godhead. O chou, who art the Way, the Truth, 
and the Light ; do thou guide our wand'ring-Feer, do 
the u illuminate bur ſtupid Underſtandings, do thou influ- 
ence our wavering Hearts. Draw us, O God, and we 
all follow thee : Faſten the Cords of Love to our Souls, 

and rivet our Affections to Eternity; and then A we 
; PEI 
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ſpurn tlie s tnd Vunities of x deb ach's Wilt and 
el and Pen, 1nd a. vidt our Ret” 
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= 4 Paraphraſs a the Som frond r, 


O83 the Regent of al Es ban Kings! - | 
'f*6th Whom the Power of Monarchs tag? 
Let 805 e which my Rei ign attend, f 
Paſt with the Cro and on my Heir deſcend; . Mos 
O! Let him e 8 Right ceſtore. 
Plead for the proteck the Poor: 
Then the high pb 1 record his Name, 
e lute Hill his Worth proclam. 


The ſcarching Sun ſkall foonec quit his Light, 
A the ale . M g is Lig 33 
"Than Subjects murmur, or . 4 ceaſe 


Thro the WEE Rounds of Aa Peace. 
4 As the potty A Earth imbibes ths f. 2 1 She r 


And 5 — revive the with'ri 
Fe ee of his gentle Reign EONS 
Shall et b People, and his Realms ia: 


Triumphant 22854 aſcend che , 
Aud load with Honours each deſerving 


| {No fin _ngle, 125 mall this Prince confine * 


Realms of Paleſtine. 
—— — to Sea hi his ſpacious. Pow'r extends 


And that which bounds the World, his Empire ends, 


The barb'rous is Nations at his Foor-ſtoo! bow. 
And injur'd Seates for his Protectipn ſue. - 

His haughty Foes with trembling Dread ſubmit, 

And proſtrate, lick the Duſt beneath his Feet 15 (41 |: 


Tarſpift 


i 


e Devoe b Bobk iy. 


| 
1 
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of ee Gr their Frog Preſenrs bring / ; 

1 „5 HD dee Bu Ii Sap 

— ev'ry — Potentate obey. 


His Ears ſhall Iiſtbn to ch AMidted's pray ts, 
— Juſtice — m_ mel y's — Migs, 1 
proſmrous rm Oppr or's. ' N * 
And give che injur'd. World cheir peaceful B 


gut maſt f all fall Nanghrer'd Innocence - 
Provoke the * of this righteaus Prince, 
And Fraud ſhall feel che Scourge, as well'as Violence. 


| Theſs geatrous As, bis Empire ftall uphold, . | | 
And ems Strests dall dine with = bo 


3 
4F 74 


3 2 


ubject's Lips ſhall for the Monarch pray 
= 690004 Bieagperdicd: their Hearts er er i! 
hl tl At 36 5% MAB 
Whay, 9 the Seo, with » niggund Hand, 6 
Expectanee af the — Land A 
9 255 Orop e e Carmel fill. = 
nod on ev'ry HII. H e i 
& „like the Pines, ſhall raiſe its Head; - 
Kh gh the Wind, and on the Mounine read. 
ity treaſures up the ripen'd Grain, 
Fr __ COPE Sree e 3) 
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HYMN 


on ty 1 


Patience and Comfort of 
the Scriptures might bave Hope : 7; om. 15. 4.) 

And Hope we have the Merits of Tels. and Strengh 
our Caling, by che Operations of the Eternal it. 
Ws have the Life of the Meſſiub to direct out Ways, an 
his Blood to arrone for our 75 es. 

For ſince we are Mea, and not Gods, and have the Cor. 
ruprion of Nature, Way encontering with = Obel 
ence of the Shi: 

It is impolſible for us to be. in all our Condus 
and to arrive at the Innocence of the Immaculate Low. 
But yet, if our Reſolutions be.'Sincere and Mia 

mous, and our Undertakings Juſt and Honourable 
en Impuratios of our Saviour's Righreouſneſt is doch 
eaven, And the. Laurels or 

deſtin d 4 855 ur- Brews. | „ „ „ 

The: Inherirance- ſhall be coufbr d en che une Hein, 
and their Title is rarify'd ro Immortality. 

O!] therefore, ler us lodk up eo him, bbs knew ns Si, and 
yer endured ſuch Contradiction 7 Sinners. (Heb. 12.13 Gull Ub 

Let us conſider che Li] here . — no Gu 


the Hands which were „ ee 
Attend him, O ye — > Heavy-laden : cy Repol 
your Burdens upon his ay a e — and panting Soul, 
Take bis Yoke in Exchange of your Own, and learn of 
Him, who is Meek and Lowly in Heart. (Matt. 11. 29.) 
For bu Toke is eaſie, and bis Burden is light : His Command. 
ments are not Grievous, nor his Service Impracticable. (V. 30. 


1 Fob. 5.3.) 
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* ME Things' were ated by 61 our + Sedo to Baus. 
ſtrate his own- Divinity, and Osbers to ſatisſie the Ju- 
ſtice of his injur'd Father. | 
Theſe, we are ng ways autboriz d ro copy, after, neither 
can we dope for aſſiſtance in out Pretences to any ſuch 
Imitation. 
We are not to ſuſpend the Operations of Nature, or to 
command Heaven and Earth to attend our Pleaſure. 
We are not to drive away Diſeaſes by the Breath of 
our: N But N rr the n Dp Chucky” of 
our H 
St. Penne Caſe tomb ro be ds ow ex, 
and even a contrary Practice demonſtrates our Faith. 
* Silber and Geld we may have a plemiful Treaſure ; 
a liberal Profuſion of This, we may sive Her to 
og and Fret to the Lame: (Acts 3. A n 
0 we have no Commifſion to pronounee che Namie 
Feſur as a Charm, or to infuſe ſtrength i into the Anzle · bones 
y dint of a Miracle. 
A Forty Do; Bf ſt is too hard for Pltſh and Blood, and a 
wich Satan too preſumptuous for frail Hu- 
maniry. 


Bur to uſe che Armour which our Saviour has leſt, 
is laudable ; and; ta fight under the an Banner, 
be attended with ſurprizing Succeſs, ' © 
Io mortifie the,-Fleſh, is ro ealiven the: Spirit ; And to 
Luſt, is the ſublimeſt Part of an Heroic Charactèt. 
ere the Example of our Saviour will be of eminent 
gare ee the ane to che moſt daring 


terprizes. 
Tt is not the Blood of Bull, _—_— Far if Raus; he L. 


cenſe =p nat oh the ſweet Cane from 4 far Country ; (Pl: 30. 
13. jer. 6. 20 

But to do Fuſtly, to love Mercy, and to walk Humbly, is 
what the Lord thy God requireth of thee. (Mic. 6.8.) 


s X hy 
is 
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116 die Deuaut Saul. TT 


Tis a Life of Patience and Chari 2 * 
deemer has taught thee : 'Tis in Fai 


thar he demands Imitation. 
Here, here let thy Attention be fix d, and the 22 


of thy Faculties . 


"or: Contemplate the perfection of Holineſs, wad was) 
1 own — by che Divine * 


PI 


1 


01 PRATER L 


* * wes 7 * 
G il ur er d hy: Pager, and/coms 
unto me, * with great Might ſuccour me; tha 


A. whereas: tho my Sins and Wickedneſs I am 

fore let and hindred in running the Race that 
is ſet before. mo, thy bountiful Grace and Merey may 
ſpeedily help and deliver me, \thro' the Satisfaction of thy 
Son my Lord; ta whom with thee and the Holy Ghoſt be 
* and Glory, erm * n. A. 
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God; whoſe bleſſed Son was manifeſted, 4 fn might 
deſtray the Works of the Devil, and make us the 
re Sons of God, and Heirs of Eternal Life; 
eee een 
may e my even as Re is - 
when he ſhalt appear again with Power and great Glory, 
I may be like unto: him in his Eternal and Glorious Kin 
dom; where with thee, O Father, and thee, © Haß 
bon 2 G One Gag, Wer wa 
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Sometimes, He. has 
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: f the Doctrine of Chriſt. 
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| HE BR. 1. 1,2. 

bad, who at ſundry times, and in divers manners, ſpoke in 
time paſt unto the Fathers by the Prophets ; hath, in theſe 
"laſt Days, ſpoken "upto us by bis Son. my 


2” bf TTT N 


9 1 S. God. has not left himſelf without Witneſt in the 


Government of the Natural World, and hath gi- 
ven repeated Proofs ot his Providence, by doing 


| Good, and ſending Rain from Heaven, and fruit- . 0 
. ful Seaſons, filling our Hearts with Food and Glad- * 
neſt “; ſo he has maniteſted. his Wiſdom in our more 
. weighty, Concerns, and enter'd into the moſt proper mea- 


- ſures for t en and Happineſs of the Better Part. 
een pleas'd to write his Laws with 
bis own Finger and to ratifie the Ptomulgazion of them by 


Thunder and Light "tings. Sometimes He has made our 
Old Men dream Dreams, and our Toung Men ſee f bel 2 48. 


Viſions 1: Sometimes He has convey d his 
meaning by Figure: and Parables, and authoriz d. a diſtinct 


Order of Mellengers to Propheſie, and revel his Secrets 
to. his People. But at all times has He 1 roclaimed his 


Divinity to the Conſcience, arid engraven the Dictates of 
Nature upon our Hearts; and the Character is ſo perſoi- 
cuous and legible to the Eye of Reaſon, that nothing but 
Mected Ignorance and Stupidity can obſcure or erale it. 
Parr II. SS * We 
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138 The Devout Soul. Book IV. 


We have an Inftance indeed, in that Nation, to whom 
were committed the Oraoles of God, how far the Underſtand. 
ing may be perverted, and falſe Gloſſes and Comments 

intrench upon Morality. Bur, Thenks be to the Lord, the 
Rule is now rectifed, and the Seducers diſcover'd ; Na- 
ture triumph's in her primitive Brightneſs, and the laſt 
Revelation has ſcour'd off all corrupted Additions and Ap- 
pendages to the d F God: Behold che Divine Perſon, 
* Mar. f. 17. be came not to deffrey the Law, but to fulfil o 
Behold the Supream Le giſlator 2 
buſes, eſtabliſhing Truth, and exacting Obedience. 

People might be well aftoniſh'd at his Doctrine, and the 
Audience behold rheir Preacher with rhe profoundeſt Rap. 

ture and Admiration : For He taught them as one havi 
c. v. a Authority, and not as the Scribes . He car. 
' ** ry'd his Credentials in every Sentence, and 
the Spirit gave Life and Energy to each ſingle Word. 
The ſacred Maumt will for ever record his inimitable Ser. 
mons ; and Morality muſt, in all important Points, appeal 
to them for a Deciſion. Fallible Men may warp the Law, 
and force it to bend to their Intereſt and Ambition; but 
the Divine Law-giver himſelf, could have no ſuch finiſter 
Deſigns, and it was urerly inconfiſtent with Truth and 
Mercy to impoſe upon credulous and unwary Minds. 
f Joh. 7. 46. Never Man ſpake like this Man: Never had 

| any meer Mortal, (tho' enlighten'd and di- 
ſtinguiſh'd in che higheſt Degree,) the Wiſdom, the Ora · 
tory, and Abilities of the Blefſed Jeſus. Among rbem 
. Net ane deve: of PPh, hes 2. 
FM HIT: er Prophet than Fob the Baprift $: And yer, by 
the Confeſſion of Fohn himſelf, He that came after bim wa 
Mightier than He, and the Shoes of his Feet be 
| was not worthy to looſe: This was the Fountain 
of Miracles, and the End of Perfection; This was He, who 
was to exalt the Valleys and depreſs the Mountain; This 
was He, who was to baptize with che Holy Ghoſt end with Fire 


= ..,coaqn yo = or x ot +© ffnrowy. on hoe om wn —« 
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and to purge bis Floor with his Fan in bit Hand, and # 
burn up the Chiff, and gather the Wheat inte his C. 
ner. | n 
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ch III. Of the Dofirine of Obrift. 135 
Sometimes he dellver d Himfelf im the Thunder of NI. 
ractes,, and at other times in the ſtil Vojce of P#rſnaſio: 
Sometimes his ine row]'d' along with the Imperu- 
ouſneſs and Rididity” of 4 Torrent 5 and at other Ne 
ir came d I Nin imo u Ferre of Wool, arid diſtill 


as the Evehihg Dew upon the tender Herb. Sometimes cht 


patherical Invitirion was iſſued out to Herlori and Sihners; and 


& othdr times, the iy dad Sediarges drove the prophans 


and m ry Traffickers o of the Temple. If Impenĩtenc 
was notorlous and fla grant, then it was, Wie uiito thee; 
choraxis ; de mito cher, Bethſiidd; and thou, | | 
cena, With ard exalted t6 Heaven, ſhale be 1 Take 36 
thruſt down to Hell *®. But if any Contrition 2 
was diſcoverd in the Heart, or any Relentings flow'd 
from the Byes, then nothing was heard bar the f 
of Bowls, and the diſpenſing of Pardons ; then the Ad- 
dreſs was Pamiliar, and the Diſmiſſion in the ſofteſt 
Terms : 'Nesther do I condemn thee,” Go, and ft f ha t. on 
no more; leſt #' worſe thing tothe wnto thee f. 5 
So admirably adapted was the Chriſtian Diſpenfatioti 
boch — gs Ke 1 ſo — did the 
Ete reacher of Righteou ſe the Sptritudl Armour; 
both on the Right Hand, and 4 the Left * — courite- 
nancing the Prophane; and ſpieiting up the Preſumptuous, 
= 2 . bruiſed Reed, and quenching the { Mat 10.0) 
Now fince we enjoy the Privileges of this Revelation, 
and are fed with the Manna which came down from Heaven; 
What manner of Men ought we to be, in all Holy Converſati- 
in and Godlinefs i Receiving with Meekneſt the ingrafted Word; 
and obeying with Reverence the Terms of Salvation. 
Conſider, O my Soul, who it is that manifeſteth his 
Wiſdom, and addreſſes himſelf ro Sinners in the Goſpel ! 
lt is no leſs tun He, who made the Worldi, and upboldeth 
il things by the Word of bit Power: It is no leſs than the 
Bripheneff of th# Fadber's Glory, who diſplays himſelf wirh 
leal ing in his Wings : It is no leſs than the ex- i wed. 2. 2,4 
preſs Image of bis Ferſon , who has deſcend. _ 
ed from his 'Everlaſting Kingdom, arid converſes' with 
krankneſs and Invpartiality in the Tabernacle of our Fleſh. 
tirar, O AU,, and give Ear, © Earth, For ; K. 
the Lorat arb ee T, Lord himſelf hath © 
Pare II. K 2 ſent 


140 be Devoiit Soul. Book IV. 
ſent out bis Voice, yea, and that a glorious. Voice, and ſum 
mon'd all the Ends of the Univerte do attend his Plex 
fore. Oh! Let the Dignir; of the Speaker fix our Atteg 
tion, and the Importance of rhe Speech, command our 0 
bedience. Here we can ſuſpect no Deſign or Impoſturt 
neither can we be poſſih'y miſ. ed by a doubtful and an. 
biguous Oracle. In Him there can be no Defect or Inab. 
liry, in whom are hid all the Treaſures of Miſdem and Nun 
„cd 2. 3.9. (edges and in whom dwelleth all the fulneſt of th 
(2 Godbead bedily “. Perhaps we may think it in 
different whether we hear, or whether we forbear ; but we mn 
a greater Riſque by ſtopping our Ears againſt the Voice if 
the Charmer, than we are ar preſent aware of. For if the 
Nord ſpeken by Angels was ſtedfaſt, and every Trangreſſion nl 
Diſchedience received a juſt Reccmpence of Reward; Hr ſod 
we eſcape, if we negle ſo great Salvation, which at-firſt ben 
+Heb 2.2.3. #0 be Spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to u 
y them that heard him 1? By this obſtinar 
and refractory Behaviour, we thruſt the Propoſals of Hap 
pineſs from us, and ſmother the Convictions of our ow 
1 C, 16. 2% Conſcience ; We do deſpite under the Spirit f 
Grace, and put our Lord to an open Shame, ani 
Crucifie bim afreſh \| in his Word and Ordinances. 
This Indignity to his Laws, is to be rank'd with the 
Proceedings of Hered and Pilate againſt his Perſon, and 
places ns upon the Level with thoſe blaſpheming Soldier, 
who platted a Cronn of Thorns for the Head, and — auda· 
cious Rabble, who ſpit in the Face of their ſuffering Re. 
deemer. * av w 
Stand in awe, therefore, and Sin not : Kiſs the Son, if 
be be angry with yeu, and ſo ye periſh from 
right way +: Make your Peace with - the Father, 
left his Fealeufie burns like Fire, and his Indignation be reah 
* as 75 4. 0 conſume you. Behold, ye Deſpiſers, and won- 
| der *: Be horribly aftonifh'd, O ye Impenirent 
and Licentious Sinners! Is it nothing to you, O ye careleſ 
Sp ectators, that Salvaticn runs down your Streets ? Is it 0 
thing to yu, that the Edicts and Proclamations of Heaven 
are a ways ſounding in your Ears? Are ye ſo deſirous of 
Novelty, and inquiſitive into the Affairs of other Men, and 
yet ſo ſtupidly negligent of your Own, and refractory u 
the Voice of Truth, and the Overtures of Happineſs 2 
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Ch. III. Of the Doctrine of Chrisi. 141 
fider, «t leaſt, int this your Day, the things which belong unto your 
Peace ; and et not Moſes and the Prophets, Feſus and the 
Evengeliſts, be read in. your Synagogues every Sabbath, and 
your voluntary Abſence, or eareleſs Artendance defeat the 
pious Inſtirurions of the Church, and exclude vour Souls 


from the Means of Grace, aud the Hope of Gry. 
P O E M. 
A Parapbreſe on the Twenty third PSA. 


| & 
H' Almighty God is my Defence, 
The Guardian of my helpleſs Soul ; 


He ſhields me with his Providence, 
And like a Shepherd tends his Fold. 


. 
From raging Summer's ſultry Heat, 
His fleecy Charge he daily leads; 
Secures them in a cool Retreat, 


And with the verdant Herbage feeds. 
II. 


From the high Mountain's craggy Brow, 
He drives them with the parting Light; 
And at the Cryſtal Streams below, 
Relieves their panting Thirſt at Night. 


1 IV. | 
O Heav'nly Shepherd, watch thy Care; 
Be ſtill propitious ro Mankind; 

The grateful Paſturage prepare, 
and ſtore with Wiſdom's Rules the Mind. 


Parr U. K 3 V. If 
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ae, 
eſs Reet ſhopld ſtray. 
athleſs Deſa roam; 


Log me friendly in the way. i 
And guide the Wand et ſafely hom. 


* *« * 


wk. 


If wen my hee 
' the 


Tho? Furies grin, and Monſters yell, : 
Dauntleſs I paſs Death's ny Shade, 
Nor dread the Threats of gipigg Hell. 


VII. 
Plenty and Peace about merowl; 0 
With ſumptuous Fare my Table's ſpread ; 
The ſparkling Wine tranſports my Soul, 


, VIII. 170 221 £519 
With Shame and Grief my gnaſhing Foes 

_ Survey this glirr'ring Scene of State; 

Their Envy with my Greatneſs S, 

But ſtill thy Mercy curbs their Hate. 

My future Reſidence Tf chuſe -- -- -» -:--; 

Wirhin th) Temple's bleſt Abode ; 

By Day and Night thy Law peruſe, 

And never-ceafing, praiſe my God. 


Ig N Per Syed... Bock I. 
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E Knowledge of the Commandments of the Lord, is 
the Doctrine of Life: And they. that do things to pleaſe 
him, ſhall receive the Fruit of the Tree of Immortality. (Ec- 
clus. 19. 19.) | 
The Fear of the Lord v all Wiſdom, and in all. Wiſdom is. 
the Performance of the Law, and the Knowledge of his Omnipe- 


Be willing to bear every Godly Diſcourſe, and let not the Pa- 
rables of Underftanding eſcape thee. (V. 36.) 

And if then ſeeft a Man of Underſtanding, get thee be 
times uma bim, and (et thy Foot wear the Steps of his Door. 


(V. 37.) : 

Lee thy Mind be upon the Ordinances of the Lord, and me- 
ditate continually. is bis Commandments. (V.38.) 

He fbeweth his Ways unte Mecſes, his Works unte the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael. (PC. 103. 7.) | | 

But behold, 4 greater than Moſes is here, and a more la- 
ſting Covenant is ſealed to me Fairhful. 

The Statutes: and Ordinances are not confin'd to Jacob; 
neither are the Heathen debarr'd from the Knowledge of 
God's Lams. (PE 147. 19, 20. g | 

Now, now the Wiſdom of Chriſtianity crieth. aloud, and 
Evangelical Underftanding putteth, forth her Voice. (Prov.8.1.) 
F erp Wy 
| She crieth in the TIS of Concourſe, in the, opening of 
the Gates : In the City ſhe uttereth her Words, ſaying, (C. 1. 21.) 

How leng, ye ſimple ones, will ye love Simplicity, and the 
Scorners al in their ſcorning aud Fools hate Knowledge d 


Parr Il. K 4 Turg 
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14% Pe Devoat Soul. Book IV. 
Turn ye at my Reproof : Behold, I will pour out my Spirit 
uno you, and I will male known my Words unto you. (V. 23.) 
fee my Boſom to the Faithful and Inquiſitive, and 


admit Strangers to the Particivation of my Myſteries. 
Yea, the Sons of Strangers ſball build up wy ns and their 


Ng. ſpall _—_— t6 1 E Glory. __ 60. 10.) 
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Each me, O Lord. the way of thy Statutes, ail 0 1 fat 
keep it unto the End. (BI. 119. 33.) 
Male me to go in the Path of thy Commandment. : For 
therein do I delight. (V. 35.) 5 
"Turn away mine Eyes from bebolding rig, and quicken 


me in thy way. (V. 3 7.0. 
Stabli 72 l in thy Servant, who i: Anu to thy 
3 l 

VDnleſt thy Law bad heen my delight, I Aal beve periſhed 
in my Aſflition. | 

The Words of the Lord are pure Words, even as the Silver, 
which from bhe Earth is tried and purified ſeven” times in the 
Fire. (Pf. 12. 7.) 

' Like à the Rain cometh down, and the Snow from m_ 
aud returneth not thither, but watereth the Earth, and maketh 
it bring forth and bud, thats it may give Seed $0 the Sower, and 
Bread 70 the Eater; (Iſa. 55-10.) 

So ſhall God's Word be, that goeth forth out of his Mouth ; 

zr ſhall not return unto him woid, but it ſhall accompliſh ehat 
which le pleaſeth 177 it ſpell proſper i in tbe thing wheret he 
. hath ſent it. (V. 11.) 

For the L of the Lord i an undefiled Law, convertin 
the Scul : The Teſtimony of tbe 5 is ſure, and giveth Wi” 
dem unto the Simple (PI. 19. 7.) 

The Statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice the Heart: 
The Commandment of. the Lord is Pure. and giveth Light unt 
the Eyes. (V. 8.) 
| Th Fear of the Lord is clean, and endureth for ever ſbe 
Judgment of the Lord are true, and righteous altegether. ', V.9.) 

Mere to be deſired are they than Geld, yea, than wuch fine 
9 Sweeter alſo than the Honey, and and the Honey: Comb. A 


- 
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Moreover by them is thy a raught ; and in keeping of 
them pang, is great Reward. (V. | 
Thou, thro* thy — haſt made me wiſer than 
— <4 for they are ever with me. (Pl. 119. 98.) 
I have more Underſtanding than all my Teachers : For thy 
Teſtimonies are my Meditation. (V. 99.) 
Thy Teſtimonies have I taken as an Heritage for ever: For 
they are the rejoicing of m Heart. . 111 7 | 


F 
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PRATER * 


Meru God, I —.— thee to caſt thy bright Beams 
of Light upon thy Church, thar ir being 
enlighren'd by the rine of thy Bleſſed Son, Joho they 
may ſo walk in the Light of —. Truth, chat 

it may at length attain to the Light of everlaſting Life, 
thro” the ſame Jeſus Chriſt oy Lord. Amgn. 


* 
9 


PRATER II. 


Lord, , 1 — thee to keep thy Houtold continual- 
ly in thy rrue re NE who do Epiph 
lean 2 upon the Hope ended 1 * 

Grace, may evermore be defende by thy Mighty Power, 


thro! Jeſns Chriſt my Lord. 


CHAP. 
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: Of BAPTISM. 


— — — — _ — —— 
ACTS 2. 38. 
J. Baptixed every one of Du in the Name of Feſw Chriſt, 


for the Remiſſion of Sins. | 


MEDITATION. 


AP TISM-\1s the initiating Sacrament into the Se- 
cond Covenant, and may properly be rermed the 
Foundation, or Corner-Stone, upon which the Spiritual 
Building is to be etected, and all the preſent and future 
Hores of a Chriftian muſt depend. Before this one thing 
needful is perform d, we are like, dead and rotten Members 
which are cut of from the Body, and have no Energy and 
ſuickning Vertue convey'd to us frem the Head. Tis 
e Spirit of God muſt move upon the Waters, and mould 
and form us into New Creatures, ar elſe our Life will con- 
tinue an indigeſted Chaos, and Horror and Darkneſs will 
abide upon the Face of the Soul. In an unregenerate State, 
we have no Relation to Chriſt, no Promiſes of Immorta- 
liry ; bur muſt rely ſolely upon the uncovenanted Mercies 
of God, and perpetually fluctuare between the Hope and 
Deſpair of Eternal Life: Bur when the Ever · bleſſed Tri- 
nity has ſan&ify d the Water, and the Seal is once affixed 
by Baptiſm; the Conveyance is aſcertain'd, the Heir 
— and the Inheritance put into his own Pol: 
eſſion. ä 


If 
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If thou wouldſt retire a little, O my Soul, and ſurvey 
that dark and melancholy State, into which the Diſobedi- 
ence of thy Fir Parents, as well as thy own Adu Trenſ- 

ffs have plunged thee ; How beautiful and refreſhing 
& thoſe Qpenings of Light appear, which ſhine into the 

ungeon, and irradiate the poor Caprive and Diſconſolate 

ul? I ſee, merbinks, I ſee the Countenance of the Pri: 
foner begin ro brighten, a__ Foggs and Darkneſs diſfpell'd 
from his Eyes, I ſee the Fetters falling from bs Feet, and 
the Blood taking a more joyful Circulation thro' his Veins; 
I ſee Strength and Vigour coming into his Bones, and all 
his old Pains and Aches quitting his diſabled Limbs. 

O ſurprizing Deliverance ! O myſterious Renovation ! 
The Perſon, who was before an Alien and Stranger to the 

alth of Iſrael, is now adopted into. the Family of 
the Almighty, and made « Fellow-Citizen with the Saints, and 
afred into the Honourable Houſhold of God, The Mem- 

1, which were Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs unto Si 

are now conſecrated unto nobler Services, and purif) d 
and refin'd for more exalted Enjoyments. What, alas! 
has this Rational Soul been ever tince the Fal? What! 
but a Maſs of Corruption, and the Sink of Debauchery ? 
What! but the very Receptacle of all worldly Miſery, 
and the trembling Expectant of -Everlaſting Tormenrs ? 
But now the Emplozmenr is different, and the Reward 
aſcertain'd ; now our Offences are cancell'd, and our Pol 
lutions waſhed away; our Fears and Agonies are diflipa- 
red; and our Faith and Hope reſt upon an immutable 
Foundation. 

Grant, O Indulgent Father, that my Behaviour may 
be ſuitable ro my Station, and my Practice anſwer” m 
Profeſſſon. Grant, that as I have been baptized inte Chrift, 
I may conſider my Obligations as a Convert to the ſtrict. 
eſt of Religions, and may put on Chriſt, by tranſcribing 
that Meekneſs, Purity, and Love, which were ſo remarka- 
ble in my ſpotieſs Redeemer. | 

Enable me, O God, ro maintain inviolate my baprif. 
mel Vow, and and to make a glorious Stand for the Li. 
berry of my Soul. Let me conſider the Captain | am 
lifted under, and the perpetual Duty which his Service en · 

er 
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Let me confider the Power and Subtilty of my Spiri- 
tual Enemies, and always countermine their Stratagems 
by Diligence and Devotion. O God, as 1 aſſume another 
Name in this Sacrament, ſo let me aſſume another Nature; 
and ler it be the preſent Buſineſs of m, new Titles an 
Dipniries, ro put me in Mind of renouncing and aban- 
doning my old Diſgrace and Slavery. Q! Ler me put of, 
copcerning the former Converſation, the old Man, which is cor. 
"#2 RR according to the deceitful Luſts ; and by 
23.24  Tenewed in the Spirit of my Mind; and put on 
the new Man, which after God is created in Ræb- 
teouſueſi and true Holineſs “. | P* wh 
1] am now waſhed and purified from my Pollutions and 
Defilementrs, and am entertain'd with nothing but a New 
Birth, a New Life, and a Sanfifying Spirit. The Dominion 
Sig is reduc'd, and the Bꝗ of it deſtrey'd, that henceforth 
I ſhouid be free in my Religion, and no longer ſubmit to 
the Exactions of a Tyrant. ors wr he W 
What pity is it then, that I ſhould be any more involy'd 
in Mi ery by my own Choice, when T am ſo happily 
extricated from my Ancient Incumbrances, and quality 
afreſh for Immortality, by the Merits of my Sayiour ? 
What a Diſgrace is it to my Redemption, that J 
mould caſt a longing E.e upon the Superſtition and 
Idolatry of Egypt, when I am a' ready enter'd into the 
promisd Land, and b*gin to taſte the Mil and Honey of a 
Celeſtial Canaan ? 4 | 9 
It was the Command of G d to the Fewiſh Nation, That 
they. ſoould ſmite, and utterly deſtroy the Iubabitants of the 
aud, and make no» Covenant with them, nor ſhew Mercy 
al tbem, nor contract Marriages with them ; becauſe they 
were an Holy People unto the Lord their God, 
i f 2. and the Lard their God had choſen them to be 4 
| _—_ | ſpecial People unto himſelf, above all People that 
&e upon the Face of the Earth f. 
Now, if tuch a Separation was neceſſary under a 
Typical and Imperfect Diſpenſation, leſt the Pollution: 
e the Gentiles ſhould deface rhe Worſhip of the true 
© God, and the Holy Seed ſhould be mixed with 
tiv. 65,70. the Strange Pecple of the Land: What abun- 


dex Caution and Prudence thould we ue againſt all 
ungodiv 


ungodly Mixtures and Unions, under à Religion, which 
commands an AbRinence . from. the yer; Appearance of 
"+, + ara LNCS MAES. * ene 2 
We have our Idolatrous Neighbours as well as the 
Iſraelites: Neither are we to indent and article with 
them for the Promotion of any of their illegal Enter- 
prizes. Sin is a perpetual Berderer upon the Terriro- 
ries of ' a Chriſtian Soul: Sin is the mortal Enemy 
which Baptiſm ronfrofirs and Encounters, arid engages 
all Gn Proſelytes ro make no Truce or Alliance 
Wirth. ; TREE Fs 7% Fi — 
And, I hope, O God; that my Heart i: Axed, and 
epar'd fer any approaching Aſſault: I hope, my Re. 
olutions are farm'd- ro continue Chriſt's faithful Soldier and 
Servant unto wy Life's End. 
Bur yer ſtill, O Lord, be Thou my Guide and Aſs 
ſtant; do Thou confirm me in my Vews, and ſtreng- 
then me in the Execution of them: And then, the Re- 
mainder of my Life ſhall be anſwerable to this pious Be- 
"nning, and the Inheritance of an Eternal Kingdom 
= a neceſſary Conſequence of my Church-Member: 
ſhip. F e | 
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) Thee, O Lord, I li my gene Soul, 
And all the Secrets _ Heatt unfold. 
3 L confide entirely in ame, 

et not my Foes deride — fol my Shams. 
Audacious Sinners may thy Wrath 3 
But let true Penitents evade thy Stroke. 
To Me, Indulgenr God, thy Li ghr diſplay; | 

And guide my Feer in thy unerring way: 

For on thy Mercy all my Hope — e 
And from thy ſaving Hand — Supplies. 


Our Ancient Fathets have th Greatneſz wide 
And diſtant Times thy tender Acts enroll'd. 
Thy Gracious Charter with their Sons renew, 
And ler Poſterity thy Wonders view. 


In heedleſs Vouth my wanton Thou its have ſtray d, 
And impious Hands thy Mandates dilobey d: | 
Yer, in thy wonted Goodneſs perſevere ; 

Nor — my Crimes, but by t —4— ſteer ; 
And all my giddy Scores ler Oblivion clear. 


Th' Eternal God's an univerſal Good, 
And his bright Efſence, Truth and Rectitude. 
Still freſh Propoſals are ro Sinners made, 
And kind — would reclaim the Stray d. | 
Still ſhall the contrite and ſubmiſſive Mind 
Wich Him Inftruction and Acceptance firid : 
| Wiſdom and Truth ſhall Heav' = mg peo, impart; 

fn gentle Mercy guide ch obedient Heart. 


ch V. Of Barris yr 


Propixtous God! Permit my Soul once more 
To ſeek thy Pardon, and thy Name implore. 
Great are my Sins, and heinous, I confeſs; * 
Nor will Concealment makè their Number leſs. | 
permit me, God! (For by thy Truch I ſue ;) 2 
To claim thy Promiſe, and my Vows renew, Y 
And by thy conqu'ring Grace my Carnal Foes ſabdue. 


HYMN I. S, va 
G ye inte all the World, and preach the Gofpel to every 
Creature: (Mark 16.15.) _ _. 
Your Commiſſidn is asvextenſive as the Univerſe, and 
every Soul is the Object of your Redeemer's Mercy. 
He that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved oy He 
that belivveth not, ſhall be damned. (V. 16.) bs 
The Nation and Kingdom' that will not ſerve God, pe- 
r;ſÞ : Tea, the Infidel Nations ſhall be utterly waſted. (11.60. 12.) 
Bur the Penirenr ſhall be « Crown of Glory in the Hand of 
the Lord, and a R:yal Diadem in the Hand of his God. (C. 62.3) 
Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the End of the World, 
Say ye to the Daughter of Nion, behold, thy Salvation cometh ; 
behold; bis #8 with him, and bis Work before him. (V. 11.) 
The Glory of Lebanon ſhall come unto thee, the Fir-Tree, the 
Pine-Tyee, and the Box: Tyre together, (C. 60. 12k 
To beauriſte the plate of 'thy Santtunry, and I will make the 
place of vy Feed glorious. (Did) 
But the Lord God, which gathereth' the Git-caſts of Iſrael, 
faith, Ter will I gather Others to him, befides thoſe that are 
gaben mee bi Ewe 2 OLI TR among nn 
' The Abundance of the Sea fhall be converted, and the Forees of 
E Gentiles ſhall flow into the Kingdom of the Meſgah. 
60. 5.) no 4 | | 
' The Gates of the Church ſhall be open continually, and 2 
22 Admittance granted to all Converts and Proſelytes. 
Ihe” | | 
| Lot 


. 
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. Lee not, therefore, the Son of the Stranger, that bath join. 
ed himſelf es the Lord, "ſpeak, ſaying, The Lord bath urrer!) 
feparated me from his Fog, Neceher let the Eunuch ſay, Be 
bold, I am a dry Tree. 

For thus ſaith the £5 rg the - Bunuchs, who thuſe the 
chung. that 2 me, and take bold of my Covenant + (V. 4.) 

Even unto them will I give in mine Houſe, and within my 
Wallt, '« Place, and « Name better than of Sons and Daugh- 


ters. (V. 5. 
77 the Sons of the Stranger, that join themſelves to the Lord. 


to ſerve him, and to love the Name of ehe Lord, and to be bi: 
Servants : (V. 6.) 

Even them will I ſave, by the waſhin of Regeneration, and 
the renewing of the Ho 7 and 9 ring — to my Hil 
Mountain, and make them joyful in my Houſe of Prayer, 
WY 7. Tit. 3 wo] 


11 * I 


T HE Old World periſhed by Water, and dy Zighe Per: 
. ſons eſcaped the Inundation. 
But the Chriſtian World ſhall be ſaved by the fame. Ele- 
: "meat; and all true Believers are ro be buried by Ae 
isto Immortality. 
', The HN aſbing of the Body, is the purifying of tha ol; 
and Faich is attended with the Sanctiſication of the Spirit. 
The Bleody Ordinance is to be laid aſide, and a more Gentle 
itution to ſucceed in the place of it. 
Nove neither Cireumciſion availeth any thing, nor Uncircum- 
. 55ſion, but a Contrite Heart and a New Creature. (Gal.6.15.) 
The Signs in the Fleſb are totally abo.iſhed, and b 
Children are to be diſtiaguiſhed by Faith. OTA 
Ihen reft no longer in Carnal Ordinances, nor rerum to 
the beggarly Elements of the Ceremonial Law. 
Circumciſe the Fore- Skin of your Heart, and be no more Stiff 
xecked. (Deut 10. 16.) 
For I will ſanctiſie my Great Name (ſaith the Lord God,) in 
; the midſt of the Heathen, and the Heathen ſhall -know os 1 
am the Lord (Ezek. 36. 23.) 


rho 
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Then will I ſprinkle clean Water upon you, and ye ſha ſhall be 
clean : From all you * and blen all Jour, Jaole. will 4 
clianſe Jod. (V. 25.) e ee * 
A new N will T give vo, Nog a new Spirit will put 55 
you, and I will take away the ſtony Heart out of your Fleſh, end 

will give you an Heart f Fl . OW. 14)” } 

And will put my Spirit within — and cauſe youu to walk, in 
my S 5 and 2 * l keep e and do them. 
(V. 27.) NY GR \\ 5 

And ye ſhall Je in the Land that I gave to your Fathers, 
and ye ſhall be my People, and I will be your God, (V. 28.) 


_—_ << — 
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an, 0 merciful Father, chat all carnal Affections 
may die in me, and thay all things belong- ./ np 


_ ro the Spirit may live an 4 in me. 
Grant, that I may have Power and Strength to have Vi 
ry, and 1 5 againſt the Devil, the World, and th 


Fleſh... ng · cat I may be endued with Heav Vers 
tues, an . rewarded, thro' thy Metcy, O Blei- 
ſed Lord 9 E00 0 oſt live ene, al ching World, 


aun dada en, i 1 ds | 01 0 2 
Aren 11 


, J 1119419} £ | T;fh J 2496+ 6 
J view thee hearty Thanks) tf *mereiful bates that 
ir hathipleaſed/thee to regenerare'me with ibid, 
thy Holy'Spiriz, to/receive mi for thine own 
Child by A „and to ineofporate me into thy Holy 
Church. And: hambly I beſeech thee to grant, that I be- 
ing dead unto Sin, and living unto Rig hreouſneſs, and be- 
ing buried wich Chriſt in his Deatli, May cruc fie tlie Old 
Man; and utterly aboliſh the whole Body of Sin; and that 
as I am made bartaker of the Death of thy Son, I may al- 
ſo be Partaker of his Reſurrectiom; ſo that finally, with 
the Refilue of. this Holy Church, I mas be an Inheritor of 
thine Everlaſting Kingdom, thro' Chriſt my Lord, Amen. 
Part II. L CHAP, 
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CHAP. v. 
Of the Lord's Supper. 
JO H. 6. 34. 
A boſo eateth my Fleſb, and drinketh my Blood, hath Eter- 
8 | 21 xal Life. LY 
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"NOME, my Soul, and take a View CY Lord at 
his Laſt Supper, and ſee with what Chearfulneſs 
WA he entertains his Diſciples before his Departure, 
and What. Proviſion he lays in for the Support of his 
Church; till his Appearance in Glory. . Ir 

The Solemnity begins with a Bleſfing, and rhe Lord 
incarnate officiares by way of Anticipation, at his own 
Obſequies. He conſecrates the Elements, to repreſent and 
exhibir his Paflion; and commands a. perperual Obſerv - 
ance of the Feſtival, to enrich Poſterity, and tranſmit his 
Merits to the ſucceeding Generations of the Faithful. As 
he nouriſhes the Body: with Bread and Wine, ſo he reple- 
nifhes the Soul with Grace and Vertue, and conſirms and 
ſtrengthens the true, Chriſtian in all the Privileges of his 
precedent Baptiſm. : 5 00 
Frequent Communion is our beſt Support in this uncer- 
tain and wavering State, and the univerſal Medicine for 
che many Diſeaſes incident to ſinful Mortality. Alas ! A- 
las ! my. Soul is truly ſenſible of her Infirmicies, and knows 
very well what neceflity ſhe-bas for freſh Supplies * 


Ch." v 8 of the Lord Sapper. _ —@ 
| the never: Haig Forman of Goodneſs; She perceives 
* Fa Tar. apt ro ſtagger, and ſees din 
making bead againſt ber and the F. of Grace 
jo to fel her: And hither, O! Whither can ſhe fly 


n her E Where can ſhe make application. for 

elief, but to the Merits of her Saviour, that unexhau- 
ſted Magaz azine of Merc;,. which is ſo plenti full) open d, 
and diſplay'd in the Bleſſed Eucbariſt ? 

Conſtant Communion does as well reſpect future, as 
paſt. Actions; and nor only brings the Earneſt of Par- 
don and Peace in her Hand, bur nouriſhes all the ten- 
der Fruits of Vertue, and blows up ever; Spark of Des 
votion in the Heart. Do this often in remembrance 
ſets Do ths, in Charity and Kindneſs to your indigent 

ves. 

The Repetition of the Act refreſhes and invigotates 
all your Faculties, infuſes a new Principle of Spiritu- 
al Life into the Worthy, Cotnmunicant, | and perpetual 
ally adds freſh and ſtronger Conveyances of an Eternal 
Inheritance. 

What then, tho“ I was conceived and born. in Ori iginal 
Sin, and. gave ſtill aba vated rhe Curle, S hn woe 
the Load, by my own actual and repeated Trahſgrefſions 2 
Yer I know who has offer'd me a kind Invitation ro come 
anto bini; Who has inade me a generous Protnile to give 


me Eaſe. 
"i Bleſſed Saviour bas left the Tokens of his Love 
with his Church, and calls irequenty upon me by his 
er Ge to attend his Roya] Pretence. | 
When, I gs me ouſe raiſh 'd for my Receprion, = 
the Table. ff or my Entertainment 5 when i tee the 
Man of God Kada at the Altar, and my Soul keeps pace 
with him 1 the ſeveral Parrs of the Celebration ; how 
GAL MJ. oniſhment grow with the Decenc and Regularis. 
zend. abe 2w4; till my Devotion at iength is 
into Extaſie, and my Lauds and Adora ions 


jy {pi ch, and Arch- Angels, and all the Company of 


1 15 e. always bebold the Beauty of Helineſs, and e- 
7 72 nacle near the Tem 7 of Ged. It is goed, 

= thinks 22 here. It is good, io lift up my Heart 
Part IL L 2 unto 
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| EIA AL IO) 
unto God, and ro employ m Ton e in.the Praiſes, 
ful Being ar y my Jongu . of 


that aw ng, who fills Heaven and Earth with his 
Glory, and harh beſtow'd the moſt amazing Gifts and pl. 
vileges nyon the u Men. As my Fathers did eat Manna 
in the TVilderneſ,, and were miraculouſly ſupply'd every 
Day with the Corn of Angels; ſo I receive the Cup of ſalva- 
tion in this tranſitory World, aud am ſupported with the 
true Bread*of Life. My Chriſtian Entertainment is more 
valuable than the Jewiſh; becauſe my Soul is fed, as well 
as my Body, and the Progreſs and Perfection of Vertue is 
more regarded, than the Pampering and Indulgence of 
the Fleſh. I am now re. ſettled in my ancient Poſſeſſions, 
and have a beautiful Proſpect of a Celeſtial Paradiſe. 
Jam united to my God, and feaſted by my Saviour: I am 
ſantt iſied on Earth, and may be glorifled in Heaven: I en- 
joy the Advantages of me Bye of Life, and may avoid the 
Miſeries of a Spiritual and Eternal Death... 
Conſider this, ye that forget God, and flight his Ordipan- 
ces: Conſider this, ye Negligent and Prophane'; and be 
better inform d, ye fearful and ſcrupulous Souls. Ye 
know not whar an Indignity ye offer to your Saviour, when 
e turn your” Backs upon his Table, and ſneak away from 
de Con egation, out of a ſuperſtitious Awe, or A miſta- 
ken Notion of ybur own Unworthineſs. Trim gar Lamps, 
and beautifie your Souls, and make hafte to join with the 
Faithful, and falute the Bridegrbom. If thou kneweſt the 
Gift of Ged, (ſays our Saviour ro the Woman ef Samaria) 
© Job 1 who it is that ſaith unto thee, Give me to 
drink, thou wouldſ# bave athed of bim, and he 
would have given thee Living Water. If ye roo wonld duly 
conſider the Nature of the Chriſtian Sacrifice, and x 
Obligation to the Commands of a dying Lord; i wo 
knew the Value of your Souls, and the Perfl of Damna- 
tion, ye would be regular and conſtant in your, Vifirs to 
the Temple, and more zealous in your Application to the 
Table of the Lord. Is it thu ye requite the Bounty of 
your Maker, O fooliſh People, and 'unwiſe ? Is it tb ye re- 
gard the laſt and beſt Legacy of your expiring*Redeem- 
er? Is it thus you comply with the abſolure Command of 
doing this often, when ve never want idle and frivolous 
Pretences not to it at al > Every time you abſent your 
0 2 0 ſelves 
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ſelves from the Holy Sacrament, e renounce vour Inter- 
eſt in. Chriſt and -conrribiites y #tr Ed eavouret krards the 
ſtarving of your immortal Souls. 

O put on, therefrre your plorieus Apparel, and approach 
in white Garments, t the Marriage of "the Lamb. Bid adieu 
to our Farms nd your 1 res 125 let not the Atten- 
danceupon a Wife, or the Tiying of a Tie of, Qxen, prevent 

Arens xo our God. aue take the Grbat Seal of 
eaven f.r the Remiſſion of vo, Sins, and receive the 
Roa! Patent for our Peſ en with the Saints in Glory. 
Methinks, voy, ſhows fir dewn.under the Shadow ©; Ant. 2 34 
of your Beloved with grea Delight, aud ſelace your 
ſelves under the Banner of his, þ FAA . , Merhinks. ze ſhould 
throng to the Temple in as great Companies, and with 
as much Zeal, at the ſolemn times of celebrating the 
Euchariſt, as the Multitude fohow'd the Miracles of our 
Saviour, and the Hungry crouded to the ſurprizing Feaſt 
of Bread and Fiſhes: I am ſure, your Neceſſities are 
as preſſing, and your Zeal will be better rewarded : The 
Invitation is general, the Diſtriburion will be equal, and 
the Welcome impartial. : + „ noi inns Tf 
The Entertainment is always prepared, and the Oxen 
and Fatlings are killed, and nothing but Gueſts are want- 
ing to grace the Solemnity, , conſummate the Mar- 
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; 3 : 
PO Heav'n my chearful Voice I raiſe, N 
=» Aad God's the Subject of my Song; 
My God and Saviour's boundleſs prall eee 
Muſt always dwell upon my Tongue. 
No ſooner was 3 to Aeav'n convey'd, ... 
But Mercy's Arm diſparch'd the wiftr d: for Aid. 
FI i229 * n ern 
| Grim Death, with all her Ghoſtly Band. 
About my rrembling Soul did wait: 
The gaping Grave reach'd forth her Hand. 
And envious Hell conſpir'd my Fate. 
Then panting, ro my God for Help I ff. 
To God, my preſent Help, in Miſery” 


a III. 
The Righteous Lord is Great, and Good; 
His bounteous Acts to all extend; * 
He gives the Needy conſtant Food, 
And ſtands the injur'd Orp han's Friend. 
T ovghr, (fince I enjoy fo full a ſhare), _ 
In Gratizude, my Benefactor s Love declare- oy oY $5.9 


Then why, my Soul, art thou opyreſt ? 
Wh. do thy blubber d Eye-lids moura ? 
Let ſpriꝑbtly Mirth run thro” thy Breaſt, 
And to thy wonted Reſt return. N 
Th' indulgent Cod thy fault ring Feet ſhall ſave, 
And ſnach thy Life from che devouring Grave. 2“ 
een re e * ; Ip n V. Then 


ch. v. V. Lords * 


V. 


h Thien How ſhall I proclaim his Praiſe? 
What [ncence to his Altars bring? 


What Trophies 1 his Honqur raiſe? 


What Tribute give to ſuch a King? 2 
By Heay'n it ſeif the Debt — be repaid, . 
Or no Rerurn by needy Mortals A - 


VI. 
The Cup of Bleſſing Iwilt take, Bk 
Ten to m Sa Se „ 
Of God El grareful mention mae. 
And praiſe the Mercies I receive. G 
My raviſh'd Soul, his Name ſhall celebraxs, ' 
And my glad glad Tongue, e * 


Oed Ades Rs ip Feaſt (Va 
Which Life Erernal doth a 5 . 
O Happy Man! Thou Welcome Gueſt 
hacks Hh et of thy Lord ! | 

Auending Angels roùnd the Table ftarid, 

And Gog 1 — the Paſchal Lamb. 


185 VIII. 
| Then to the eg Courts repair, 
And with the Congregation jo oin: 
. Go, Offer up thy Thankful * 
And take the Ma yſtic Bread — Wine. ; 
Let Fudah's Realms with loud Applauſes ring, | 


And ev'ry Tongue A RON 
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ia. eln b., ban d que 0: 10 
L XE as the Hart defireth the Water-brooks, ſo longeth my 
Soul after thee, O Ged. PI A2. 1.) 

My Soul is athirſt for God, yea, ev. N the ii g̃ 1Gcd : 
When ſhall I come to «pgear before the Proſence of Ged ? (V. 2.) 
NM Sul waiteth for the Lord, more then they, that acbb for 
the 75 255 mere they they tbat wateh fen tbe Morn- 
ing. J. 130. Jen, art Sah 7d GE b. i 1M 
Ter I. cel bege in E forwith tha Lerd there 54 Mer. 
cy, and with him is plenteous Redemption. (V. 7.) 

I will truſt, and not be afrail: for the Lord Fehovah is my 
ſtrength, and my ſong; Ne is alſo become mii (102.2.) 
* Twill greatly rejoice in the Lord: my Soul; all. le j ful in my 
God : For he hath clothed me with the Garment of ſalvatibn, be 
bath covered me with the Robe of rigbteouſneſi (C:64410/) 

The Tabernacle of the Lord is with Men, and the Royal 
Banquet is prepared for the Penirens.. (Rev. 21430). 5:4 

aradiſe is once more difplay'd upon Earth, and the Fe. 
ſtivities of the Church rriumphant are transferr'd to the Mi. 
litant. FF ; p45 a 9, * r . 2 
I ſee a new Heaven and a new, Earth beginning to lift up 
their Heads; and the Holy City, the New Feruſalem coming 
down from Ged our Heaven. (V. 3,2.) 975 44 0 
2 7 I _ abe magaificenr Appearance 'uadet herd 
tain of my ſaluation, like as ar Bridepy w_ ed | with; Ornas 
Ty F910. 


ments, and 4 Bride with her Jewell. 
O! Come, ler us attend this awful Solemnity, and bear a 
part in the Triumphant Entry of our Prince. es bb 
Leet us unite together in the Service of our God, and be 
confederate for our common Salvation. | 
Sacrifice and Adoration are the Ways to Acceptance: Eat 
and Live are the Terms of the Evangelical Kingdom. | 
2 Praiſe the Lord, therefore, ang call upon his Name 3 deglae 
Bin doing among the People ; make mention that bis Name is 
/ Exalted. (II. 12.4.) „ | ; 


4 
Sing 


„ 


9 
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Sing unto the Lord; for he bath done excelent things: 
1 known in all che Earth. (V. 334 
Tie rt is bosse ant Zerbe, and. hi . 
ES ever. (PC. 111.3.) 
He hath given Meat unto them that fear bim : He will ever 2 


mindfol of bis Covenant, (V. $4 
HYMN. II. 


P d for gu. let. 
Cal eg evo ory 


Nor with old Leaven, neither with the Leeven of Malice 4 
me, f with the OR Bread of $ incerity an 
Truth. (V. 8. 
Ho, every one bat thirfteth, come ye 'to \ the 5 "Luke and be 
that hath no Money, come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, hug Wing 
ond Milk withour Maney, and without Er ice, (If. $5: a bo 

Approach with Faith and 117 17 o facred Altar, 
and with Foy draw Vater ont of the Wells of alvation (If. 12.2) 
 WWhirefore do ye ſpend Money for that which is not Bread ? 
and your labour for that which ſatisfieth not? (V. 2) 

Hearken diligently unto me, and.egt ye that which is good, 
and let your Soul delight it ſelf in Fatneſs: (Ibid.) 

Incline ou Ear, and come unto me : Hear, and Jour * 1 
live. (V. 3.) 

For from the 2 of the Sun, oven unte che going N * 
ſame, m Name be great among the Gentiles. (Mal. 1. 11. 

And in every — Incence ſhall be offered. unto my Name, and 
pure Offering unto the God of Holineſs... (Ibid.) ＋ . 

But take tare that ye do not prophane my Ordinances, in that 
ye ſay, the Table f the Lord i is polluted, r he Brit wm 

even his Meat is contempti ble. NW) 0 

Behold, he bath talked his Beaft ſts, bs Nh mingled bis Wine 
be hath alſo furniſhed his Table. (Prov. 9.2.) 

He hath ſent forth his Miniſters to all Nations, and they cry 
upon the bigheſt Places of the City. (V. 3.) 

Come, eat of my Bread, and drink of the Nine which I have 
minpled. (V. 5.) 

Look to him that cometh from Boxrah in dyed Garments, and 
bath waſhed bis Clothes in the blood of Grapes. (II. 63.1.) 
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© Look to him who bath ſwallowed up Death in Victory, and male 
4 Feaſt F its —_— to al Rl if 1 2 25˙86, 8.) 


4 N things, | er, \ 4 * „ 
Wine upon the Lees. Am. 45 49: 2 . 


— IE FENTISIHEE 


PRATER I. 


1 not "reſame to come to thy Table. O nerciful God] 

ruſting in my own Ri reel but in thy manifold 
— and great Mercies. I am not worthy ſo much 

zs to gather up rhe Crumbs under thy Table; 
Bur chou art che ſame Lord, whoſe Property is alwa /s to 
have mercy: Grant me therefore, gracious Lord, ſo to eat 
rhe Fleſh of chy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, and ro drink his 
Blood, tharmy ſiaful Body may be de clean, by his Bo- 
dy, and my Sou? waſhed thro his molt precious Blood, and 
unt I may evermore dwellin Him, and We: in me. 4 


Th 


PRATBR. n. 


0 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son ofthe Farher, tharcakel 
away the Sins of the World, have merc, upon me. 
" waa? —_ chat takeſt away the Sins of the World, have 
ercy upon me, Thou chat takeſt awa; che Sins 


of the World, receive my Fayer. Thou that ſitteſt at the 
right Hand of God the Nader, have mercy. upon me: For 


. N — — a e e 
rift, with the Holy Cho m 
Gade Faches Fe 5 e u 
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IBE RTV. being one of the moſt eminent and 
leading. Privileges of the Goſpel, and what was 
purchas'd for us by the meritoriqus Blood of our 
Almighty Redeemer: It ase every Son of God to look 
into his Clriſti an Birch rig be, and ro know upon what Terms 
be has obrain'd his 2 from his „and is com- 
menc d a Denizen of the New Jeruſalem... 

Now the h and Meant to come at this great patent 
of Liberty, and to diſcover the Privileges contain'd in it, 
will be by a ſhort Survey of che Slevery of all Mankind fince 
the Fall, and the Miſery and Bondage which the Vicious 
and Irregenetate are derained under, even in a Chriſtian 
and Illuminated State. 

O my Soul, this Theme which I am now to diſcuſs, is 

2 Concern of thy own, and I ſhall no farther en- 
large upon it, than as it points at thy 3 cele- 
brates thi Redemption. 

Upon the withdrawing then ef Original Ri 
true Holinef, at the Tranſgreſſion of our Firſt Paremes, 3 
commenced a ſort of a Civil War in the Inward Man, and 
the Rebellious Pailions being ler looſe, uſurp d upon Right 
Realen,, Nd ro gut the Reins of Government into the Hands 
A Debauch d Nature. 


From 
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ies _—_ Rs — of Sin was dated, and Miſery 

-Defcendanrs of Aden. The 
| 7 he ef Ne N 888780 „and 'the Candle the Lord 
— dimly : The Serong Man, like Sampſon, was ferrer'd, 


and his Infirmiries were too vilwler to he deny'd, and too 
at to be palliated. 1 Contrivances of Satan Are ſo 


ubtil, and the ere nx, chat the Weak 
and Defenceleſs" Soul could m Ot her Poſt no longer: 
= was oblig'd to ſubmir to baſe Articles, and to clap up 


x upon the Terms which the Victor would impoſe, and 
to bear all the rude Inſults of -a domineering Body. Af. 
ter (s Subriflo , She was compell'd to Actions, Bag 
her Aube Dig bl and forcd to es unbetonihg her 
Divine . 19y Her Beauty was deflower'd, her In- 
' nocence was erac'd, her _— weaken'd, and her 
Treaſures rifled. S e ſeems npw.F We, 74 of che ſame 
Lineaments and Features, nch ——— — 
when ſhe , came alle from the Hands af her Crea 
W u © dle e e Lene kee 1e 
in . ro Splen the ſame Face i in 1 


Bes nan 975 "Age, „differs frotn pr it was in the Bloſſom 
and Ts Youth. Se 


” pv 


This. Is part of our ih Condition after the Fal of 
Alm ; ank there are fill ſome Dregs and Remainders of 
it in 3 RNgenerate State: The Effects of Originat Sin, like 
the ' Aches of an Old Diſtemper, are tominually hanging 
_ hoy b about us, and occaſioning frequent Difar 

urrections in the Frogreſs of our Chriſtias 


Life. 

"GS fred Comfort and Seu is, that we have al. 
ways ſupernatural Aſſiſtances in this Militane Stare, and can 
never he born down the Stream into final © Perdition, 

our 'awn' Conſent and Approbation. 

Thou, O Hleffèd feſus, art our Advocate and Interceſſor 

r Air FY and Salvation. Thou art the Repairer of 
UN ED 177 Refoores: of the Paths for Vertue to dwel 
Ligh 5 thy esc er e 1 may be 

3 


Mace Aan Ze. 1 and Freedom : "Abd by thy 
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Death and Reſurrection be entitled ro Life and Immor” 
kalter & ner „ n nn * 
Lord ! What marvellous Light is ſprung up in Darknef'? 
What-a Scene of Happine6 is opend under the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation ? The Face of Nature is quite changed, and 
Grace triumphs as mijch iu our Redemption, as Omnipo- 
„ e ion... OO 
1 look now upon old Things 4s paſt away, and behold 
all Things are become new The Day of Ju- nCees 4 
bilee and Deliverance is approached, a ad be 
Dungeons and Gallies are obliged to give up their Cay» 
tives. "There is a perfect Renovation lroughout the M 
ral World, and no gratirig ſound of Irons and Fetters di- 
ſturb the Tranquillity of Chriſtendom. The Enemy is to- 
rally vaniſhed, and the Uſurpation and Tyranny of Sin 
aboliſhed ; and chere ſhall be no more Pillage or Execy- 
tion, No more leading into Captroity, or complaining in 'olly 
Street The Captain of our Salvation has compleared his 
Conqueſt, nnd enrich d all his Ferrizories wth the Fruits 
of it, and has ſettled their Liberties and Privileges by 
ſuch a Charter as ſhall never be broken or violated. He 
hath blotted our the Hand writing of Ordinancęs, that was 4. 
gainſt us, which, was contrary to us, and, took it out of the way, 
nailing it to the Cra. And having ſpoiled Principalities and 
Powers, he made a ſhew of them openly, triumph. 1c, mw. 
ing over them an at} if Io. + 0 
O chou Victorious Redeemer ! Thou ſtrenuous Aſſertor 
of Liberty, and merciful. Interceſſor for Souls! How ſhall 
[ ſufficiently extol thy Magnanimity and -Goodneſs > And 
where ſhall I find Words lofty and expreſſive enough tb 
celebrate thy. Praiſes? . -. .. RF 
Come, ye. ranſomed of the Lord, with 95751 and everla· 
ſting Foy upon your Heads: Come, joih in a thankful A. 
knowledgmear of our common Happineſs, and pay your 
Homages to the generous Reſtorer of our Privileges. \ 
are releaſed, O ye.inſolvent Debtors! Ye are freed, G 
je Bond- Men and Captiyes! Freed from; the Guilt, ang 
Dominioh of Sin; Freed 1005 the Curſe and Puniſhmez 
of Eternal Damnation. Ye have nothing — eopart 
but your Bodies ; Ye have nothing bur a little Fleſh and 
Blood, which can poſſibly lie at the Mercy of a malicious 
or 


— | 
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World to inform againſt, or in the Power of a Tyrant t 


ſeize and execure. 
Bur fear not them which Vll rhe Body, and Abe he 


\nething that they can do: The Soul, is ftill impregnable, and 
her Liberties are nor to be a proach'd or violated. She 
is free in the Mines; or a Dungeon; and no 11 7 1 
ment can reduce her under the Power and e of 


Manacles on the Hands, and Irons on the Feet, 
eln 
1 


ways reſtrain the Flights and yada of a Ppiriruz 
The Soul, in the midſt of Bodil: Torture, can 
and negotiate with her God; can, article * igdent for 


Erecairy, and make the, beſt for bor, RES in. 
W I * 


4 1 


. 
O 85 . 


Norgi woah under a :Contirthe 
And by frion utters her Complaint. ' 


B; HR Becks, the cakes che Golden Mean, 
And fhuns the Danger of each wi! xtream. | 


She neither ſinks. nor ſoars ; bur ſtil] abides f 
Within thoſe prudent Bounds which God preſcribes. 


This is her Sphere of Action: Here he's free, 
And all be; -ond's Licentiouſneſ, not Liberty. 


penſive Bird, whilſt ro the Cage acer, 
Re 'hinks A5 of Love, nor propagates his Kind: 
The molten Fearhers on his ſully'd Breaſt 


w the Diſaſters of a Mind oppreisd: 
the brick Herd, which thro' the Thicket roam, 


5 And unconſtraln d make any Place their Home, 
Wich dazling Plumes, and their melodious Airs, 


pe dar e. and charm our liſt ning Ears. 


2 1. 
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D The cryſtal Stream in pleaſant Windings glides, 
And flow'ry Meads adorn his flagrant Sides : 

« Bur dull Canals pent up by lab'ring Art, 

d No various Scenes to curſous Eyes impart; 

e No Murm'rings o er the Pebbles pleaſe the Ear, 

Nor haſty Breaks ſurprize the Traveller. 


Such is the Liberty meer Inſtinct gives, | 
And ev'ry Being with Delight receives. 
Nature and Providence in conſort move, 5 


0 
r 
N- 


(The Subjects of my Wonder and my Love) 
And Earth below reſembles Heav'n above. 


But Man is free in a ſublimer Way, 
By  Reaſon's Dictates, and Religion's Sway. 
Redeem'd ro Freedom, if no Sins control, 
Nor bind in Captive Chains the ranſom'd Soul. 
He's curb'd no longer by uſurping Luft, | 
By God abandon'd, and by Nature curſt. 
To Vertue's Rules the wanton Appetite, 
The crooked Will, and rebel Thoughts fubmir: 
Ev'n Death and Sin are under Laws confin'd, 
And ceaſe to ravage on a Free- born Mind. 


So when the watchful Shepherd's artful Care 
Can the fierce Wolf, or cautious Fox enſnare; 
The harmleſs Flock on craggy Mountains climb, 
And crop the fragant Buds of'rifing Time; by. 
Or in the fruirful Vales ſecurely ftray, ' 
Whilſt round the bleating Dams the fearleſs Off. ſpring play. 


* 
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HYMN I. 


H EN the Lord turned ag ain the C tivity of Sion, eben 
were we like unto them that dream. (Pl. 126.1.) | 

Then was our Mouth filled with laughter, and our "Ton 
with joy. (V. 2.) 

Then ſaid they among the Heathen, The Lord bath done 
great things for them: (V. 3. 

Tea, the Lord bath done — things for ws already, whereof 
we rejoice. (V. 4.) 

Wonderful 1s his Lore to the Oppreſſed, and very fig: 
nal his Interpoſition for his People. 

The times of refreſhing are come, and they that fow i in Nr 
ſhall reap in Toy. (Acts 3. 19. Pſ. 126. 6.) 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, (ſays the Printe f 
Peace and Liberty, ) becauſe the Lord hath anointed LO 
preach good Tidings to the Meck. (Ila. 61. 1.) 

He hath ſent ne to bind up the Broken-bearted, fo frdclein 
Liberty to the 1 and the opening of the Priſon to them 
that are bound: (Ibid.) 

Jo preclaim the, acceptable Year of 45 hands and the Dy 
of Vengeance of our God: (V. Ar 

To comfort all that. mourn in Tien, to give unto cho. Beau: 
ty for Aſhes, the. 9¹⁰ ,of Joy for MEE, the Garment of 
Praiſe, for the $þ irit of Heavineſs ; (V. 3.) 

That they 5 be called the Trees ef Ri gbtevuſueſc, the 
planting of - the Lord, that he might be goil (Ibid.) 

And fb [hall build the old Waſtes, They ſhall raiſe up the 
former Deſolations ; and they ſhall repair the waſte Cities, the 
Deſolations of many Generations. (V. 4.) 

And Strangers ſhall ſtand and feed your Flocks, and the Sons of 
the Alien ſpall be your Plow-men, and yaur Vine dreſſers: (V:51) 

Burt ge fall named the Prieſts of the Lord; Men ſhall 
call you the Miniſters of our God : 

Te ſhall eat the Riches of the Gentiles, and in their Glory 
ſhall ye beaſt your ſelves. (Ibid.) 

TALES 
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Sete: * N N. II. 
T*. Liberty is eſtabliſh'd by Quit, yet uy te no 


Teleration to encroach e * 
It is never to be iſed for ak of alicicuſneſt ; nevet 
to be pleaded for a Protection in ſinning. (1 Fer. 2. 16.) 


The Grant of Liberty is limited and, conditional; and 
che Charter, fram'd.in ſubordination ro Governmenr. \ 
If ir affronts aith, , or oppoſes Myſteries ; if it vacates 
Obedience or breaks off Church: Communion ; 9 90 
en it {wells into ſpiritual Rebellion, and attacks even 
the Founder of our Chriſtian Privileges. 

Be nor, thereforè, too much elated with thy Freedom; 
O Man ; nor think thy ſelf diſcharg'd from all Reftraiurs 
and Prohibirions. 

Wholſome Laws are the - Meaſure. of jthy Obedience, 
and Religion is hot to be reduc d rb Things ludifferent 

Say not thou, It is through the Lord that I fall away : For thou 
oughteſt not ty do the things which he bateth. (Rccius. 15,11.) 

Say not thou, He bath Faye, we bo err: For be hath no ned 
of the ſinful Man. (V. 12.) 

The Lord, hateth al thine; and they that fear God, 
love it not, (V. 13.) 

He himſelf bon bf a from the 3 and. te him is 
the Hand of | his Counſel : (V. 14.) | 

If thou wilt, to keep the Commandment, and- to perform 
acceptable Faithfulneſs. * 13 

He hath ſet Fire and Water before thee : ftretch forth thy 
Hand unto whether thou wilt. (V. 16.) 

Before Man is Life and Death, and whether him liketh ſhall be 
given him. (V. 17.) 

For the Ni ab of the Lord is great, and he it mighty in 
Power, and beholdath all things (V. 18.) 

And his Eyes are upon them that fear him, and he knowerh 
every Work of Man. (V. 19.) 

He hath commanded no Man to do wick:dly, neither hath he 
$iven amy Man licence to ſin. (V. 20.) 
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„„ ene beser Se, Bobk IV) 


a en cdedeuererncncee 
P R 4 Yr ER 1. 


God, who art che the Author of peate, N 0 Lover of Con. 
cord, in knowledge of whom ſtandeth our Eternal 
an „e P. Life, whoſe Service is perfect Freedom; de. 

fend me thy kumble Servant in all Aſfaults of 
my Enemies, that 1 farety: V in thy Defence, aj 
nor fear the Power of any Adverfaties, tho" he Might of 
Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 85 VN 


PRAT'ER 17. 


Are chey God, who ſne weft to e chat be In Front 
che Light of thy "Truth, to the inteht that they may 
$. 3.aft. Rae. turn into the way of Dr Grant 

unto all them that are admitted into the 
Fellowſhip of Chriſt's Religion, that they may eſchew 
thoſe chings that are contrary to their on, atrd follow 
all ſuch things as are agreeable to the ſame, thro' my Lord 
Jeſus” Chriſt. Auen. 1 n 
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Of the Suffering atid deren of Chrilt. 
| TIONS a þ iin $327 
C HA p. I. 


Of the bien Treatment of Chrift won Earth, 


10n. 1. 11. 


He . unto "as Own, and bis Own recerved him nc Fe, 


MEDITATION. 


Red. by — Fewiſh Nation, and his Kingdom 
foretold io be attended with tuck emineat and 
diſtinguiſhing Bleſſings; one would reaſonably 
have ſuppos d, that all Orders and Degrees of Men muſt 


T HE Coming of the Meſſuab being eagerly expe · 


, «an. M > welcome 
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welcome the Arrival of this magnificent Prince, and ſtudy 
ts out · vie eachother in their Compliments and Civiliries 
to his Perſon and Government. Dury and Intereſt 
would oblige them to this reſpectful Behaviour, and the 
Dictates of common Prudence and Policy enforce - Allegi- 
ance upon ſuch a memorable Occaſion. * IS 
When I read the pompous Declarations of the Pro. 
pbet: upon this Subject, and the approaching Felicities 
of the Fewiſh Nation; 1 expect to meet with the Magni- 
ficence of Sblomon in every Street of Feraſulem, and 

Silver and Gold as plenty a3 Duſt and Stones in the. City: 
I expect ro ſee the Princes of FJudab in ſolemn Proceſ. 
fion ro their New Monarch, their Dung Men lining the 
Streets in their gloriow Apparel, and the Damſels attend- 
ing the Parade with Garland: on their Heads, and He 
ſanna's in their Tongues | 
But alas! The Appearance did not anſwer ExpeQta- 
tion, nor was the — — worthy of ſo Divine a 
Monarch. Herod, inſtead of heading rhe Solemniry, 
and raving Adoration to Him, who was born King of 
the Jews, is ſuſpicious of his own Title, and flays feur- 
teen thouſand Infants, (and atnongft the reft, his own 
Son,) in hopes to diſpatch the Pretender to his New 


Dominions. Firſt Open 3 a 

Thus, che Firſt ings of the peace Meſſ- 
ab's Kingdom were ſtain'd with Blood „ and 45 
Voice in Ramab will always ſound in the Ears of 
3 and Rachel's comfortleſs mourning for her Chil- 
dren upbraid the Inhumanity of her own Countrey- 
men. | „t eee 
Now, if theſe things are done in the green Tree, 
what ſhall be done in the diy ? If the Prologue is ſo 
terrible, what are we to expect, when the Scenes begin 
to thicken, and the Tragedy labours with Variety of A. 
Aion ? If Craft and Suſpicion' cbuld make ſuch Waſte 
of innocent Blood, without any Provocation, what 
might not Malice and Revenge perpetrate, when Facts 
were multiply'd, and Variety of Incidents gave 'freih 
Handles to Informers and Proſecurors ? 1 
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Some Natures are not to be ſooth'd, and ſome Peo” 
ple's Prejudices will never be remov'd ; or elſe, one 
would think, that as. Ligbe appear'd, Darkneſ: ſhould * 
vaniſh; as Obligations encreas'd, Gratitude ſhould, in 
proportion, diſplay it ſe!f, © __ | _ | 
The Fault, in theſe Caſes, does not ly in a Want of 
Conviction, or an Imperfection of r bur 
in the Stubborneſs of the Will, and the perverſe Oppoſi- - 
tion of depray'd Nature. The Iafidelity of a Few is 
Proverbial, and rhe very Stones in Feruſalem might rebuke - 

his Inſolence. A na by 

Lord ! How did the Sanbedrim rage, and the Peoge 
imagine 4 vain thing? How was the World aiarm'® 
at this New Birch? And what hard Speeches, and bitter 
Sarcaſms ſtill purſu'd the Reputation, and loaded the 
Memory of this Prince of Peace? Some Perſons were 
offended at his Countrey, and others at his Parentage: 
ſome at the manner of his Nativity, and' others at the 
Preaching of his Doctrine. ws. 
Feruſalem propos'd her ſelf for the Miſtreſs of the 
World, and began to flatter her Inhabitants with Uni- 
verſal Empire. The . of Sion could 22 x 
not brook the Humility of her King, nor beer 
bis Riding on an Af, and & Colt the Fole of an Aft ®. Such 
a Cavalcade was below her Arrogance ; ſuch a De- 
baſement was thought unworthy of an Imperial Dig- 
nity. , 3 | : ; 5 | 

Well, therefore; may de ſuppoſe, chat not only 
the Chief Prieſts and Scribes were ſore difpleaſed at our 
Saviour ; bur the Populace was inſtigated againſt his 
Perſon, and the Magiftracy call u upon to ſuppreſs his 
a a 

In ſhort, the Diſguſt was almoſt univerſal, and the 
Complaint in every body's Mouth. Prejudice and Par- 
ality continu'd' their Suſpicions, and the ancient Pro- 

ies were wreſted to the Difadvantage of the Holy 
efus, and his own, "miraculous Actions pleaded to prove 
him an Impoſtor. 8 | WE | 


43 . 
\ 
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Now, alh this waß not acted. amongſt, Pagan and 
Babel, but 4p: che fp of God, ps the. 1 — 
e amid WE on 7 N edoemer. It wat not an open, 


50 Diſbonour, neither. it 
mine Adverſer 1525 4 . e No. 
0 5 Cqpſpiracy was for Tale ang; che N 

Paleſtine were * the, ole Sand E eu 
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Kae gether, and * into the. Houſe of 90 as Friends. 1. 


ſame Temp! e was e Place of our ' Worlhip, 


05 ſame. Law 9 — Rule, of our Ae a gg? yer, this 


union g nat mitigar a, Few 
1 Je this Conformity protec? the Jan Inn Bee Nick, Biel. 
Tels; .: ; 


rd! Thine Enemies were thoſe wa. Houl. 
bell. and every Act of Fee thals of the op ry 
perve: neg. The. Place. of; thy . Was a al 
- 1a Firſt Bed K 3 3 Z wes. intg, 17 
or ngit, Brutes, an On VELALIOD: 
rewards ys FR Men nb 15 — 85 unna · 
tural. Pu a wWese deſira 0 
in compdriſpn, o = Wy RY d apd-1 fnplatable 1 4 
trey- men,; and hen _, pperſtitious _ 1 = 
ew 12 the iyine, Ry a were more candid Auditors 
Je Goſpel, than a cople, entruſted, with, the Oracle: 


If the over-bearing. Forces of a Miracle, and the 
undeniable, Eviderice of Truth did ſometimes work upcn 
a generous Mind, and extagt an Acknowledgment of; the 
Meſſiah ; what Obloquy anq Reſentment, w "Tyranny 
and Excomtnunication were the fatal Conſequences of 
ſuch a Converfion? 
 The-New  Diptes affected Secrecy in their Fairh, and 
1 Jah. 22.42. "becauſe of the Phariſees, did. not confeſs Cha, 

leſt they ſhould. be gut out of. the Synagogue l. 

Some People, peradyenture migbt think, bim a good Man, 

and his Actions an undeniable Proof of c Hou 
it no Mandar'd ſpeak openly of him for fear 0 

3 Jews, and the — —j Noiſe and Out- 

cry was, He deceiverb the People f. Nicodemus, , 
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ſcore, was forc'd to make his Application ro our Saviour 
by Night ; and the Man, who was cured of . ,. 

a natural Rlindoeſs,, was verz barbaroully treay 

red by the Jews, for not ea lumniating and vilifying -his 
Benefactor: For they reviled him, and ſaid, Thou 

art his Diſciple; but, we , Diſciples. — — = 
Thou waſt altogether burn in Sins,” and *doſt thu © 
teach us? We "how that God ſpake unto Moſes ; but as for tha 


Fellow, om whenge he.is f, .. 
Such b. Bua, e Soul, was the Edtertainment of | thy Savt- 


our noon Eagth; ſuch were the ſpiteful , Reflections 4 
won his trine ; 3 and ſuch the barbarqus Uſage o of 
ſciples and Followers. One w uld have, thought, ine 
deed, that à Life 97 harmleſs WE innocent, as 55 Q 
the Hol — could n . are. provok'd the Indignation 
and Reſentment of Any. x Party; One would have 
thought, thats ife ſo FMT A exemplary, muſt, have 
procur'd the Love, and excited the e of che molt. 
enrag d Enemies. But what ſh ſhall we ſay ro 1 perverſe and 
untoward World ? Or how. 5 Pad plead f or. +Jak 3 * 
* ondemnath 
eee of 15 5 Vt Om Soul, 
1s a contrary | raQice ; ; the highs It. Inſtance, of Aﬀection 
ro our | Saviour, is an earneſt. entention for our comm 
Faith, and*a firm Adherence ta a fe Dockeines once deliver a 
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PRovitions.God! Thy humble Suppliant fave, *,* . © 
When Tempeſts thicken, and the Surges rave. 
In the thick Mire my feeble Legs ſubſide, 
And o'er my Temples flows the (welling Tide. 
My panting Soul fo long has Aid implor d. 
And wiſhful Eyes have walted for their Lord d 
Thar my Sight fails, my ſinking Spirits faintft. 
And my parch'd Lips can't utter their Com Mints, 
Yer ſtill my parent Foes more num'rous 9290 3 
Thick as the Hairs which tound my Temples growz ., 
Their gath'ring Troops my trembling Life purſue, ; 


141 


F 


Urging their oſd Complaints, or forging New, * + 
Whiift, Lord, I paid them what was ne'er their due. 
Thou know'ſ the Truth of what my Lips affert; 
Thou ſee'ſt che Secrets of my injur'd Heut. 


Lord, let thy out. ſtretch'd Arm protect the Juſt ; 
Let thoie be skreen'd who to thy Coodnels truſt. 

Why ſhou'd we all of common Fate partake, 

And Saints be puniſh'd for the Sinner's ſake ? 

"Tis, Lord, for ord ſuffer this Diſgrace ; 

For Thee, igſulting Shame deforms my Face. 
For 122 105 Brethren FAST all their _—_— "T5 
And each familiar Friend derides my Fate: ) 
Yer, fix'd I ſtand the Champion of the Laws, | 
And plead Religion's, and my Father's Caule, 
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. Sad 
HT'M N * 


HINE Adverſaries roa” in the m 4p thy _ ation, 
727 and fer up their Banners for Tihens. 1 74. 5.) 2 


But Lord ! Hi Ing ſhall the Un, dly rings How long 
at the Enemy bi ef thy Name? For erer? (V. 10 „ 
N ling l wicked Doers Neck ſe eh, ang 
make ſuch 2 or boaſting * (PL. 94 
Remember, Lord, the Rebuke The ID Servants * And 
bow I do bear in my Beſem the Rebukes of many People; l. 
$9. 49. 
MN thine Enemies have bla ks thee, and ſtander- 
ed the Fotſteps of thine anointed. (V. 


Fr the Ungodly x ſo proud, that be carcth not for God, nel. 
ther * God in all his Thoughts. (P!."10. 4. 


Hu Mouth n full of Curſing. Deceit, and Baud: Under hs 


Tengue it N ng and Vanity. (V. 7.) 

He fi teeth: lurking in the thieviſh Corners of the FRY "end 
privily in his 5 g Dens dotb murder the Innocent: 
Eyes are ſet againſt the Poor. (V. 8.) 

Moe is me, that I am conſtrained to dwell with Meſech, 5 to 
have my, Habitatio among _the Tents of Nedar. (Pf. 120. 4.) 
VM Soul hath long dwelt among them that are Enemies unt. 
Peace, and Perſecutors of Truth and Righreouſneſs, (V. 5) 


I labour for Peace; but when I ea unto them thereof, . 
make them ready to 157 (V. 6.) 


But ſave my Soul, O Lord, from ſuch ears W | 


bours: Deliver me from hing Lips, and from 4 deceirf. | 
Tongue. (V 2.) | 


by andeft thou ſo far off. O Lord, and hideſt thy Face i { 
the need fu ne of Trouble. (Pſ. 10.1 ) k 
Shew thy marvellous. Loving- kindneſs, Thou that art the 8 


vicur f them which put their Truſt in Thee, * ſuch a reſi. 
% Right Hand. (Pi. 17.7. ) 


He, 


* 
* 
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WII for there is not one 604 a 2 
the Faithful are 1 from 1 the Children ef Men, 


unrl dees 
EN. U 


B* werciful unte me, O God, for Man poeth about to "WY 
ver m ; Ha 19 775 fighting. and troubling me, (P. 56.1% 


Ftran ers. ar} riſen up agajaſt. m ants, which b 
ww Goo bore 18 ee 75 a _ 


(9343) 
Shot” ruſe 9 7 ee ah by yk of fly 759 e 
be my Refuge, -until 150 nt f 5 


Fen , / 1 571 

Ming, e in Hand co ellen * 4% ; for they 

* ſhe Ol . me, 6700 myſt Hogt beſt > 0 $6.2.) 
20 miſt 


Wards: All that they imagine, is 


* = we Evil, (V. 5, 

They * 25 33 me. They bei laid Net for 
my Net, and prefſed down, niy Sou, (Pl. 3 

They hold aitogether, and keep pk Fes "i _and.qpark my 
Steps, when, they lay wats for, my Soul. (Pl. 36.6.) 

And I lie even among t be Children of Men, they are fot on 
555 Whoſe, * f are e Arrows, "ne th beir. Tungue 4 


het Sword. * 57.3˙0 | 
everthelef, Tf I on ſenvctivne afreid, 55 put, Ly tru 


in Thee, (Pl. 58 

I will praiſe oy” Meuse of. 1 nd: I have Pug,» 2, Truſt 
in Gd, 4 nd. will not fear what Fleft can do unto me. (V. 4.) 

I will al unt. the woſt bigh Gad, even. unto the God that 
ſhell perform. the. be, Cauſe which. I have in Heud. (Pl. 57,2.) 

* ſhall ſend from Heaven, ng ave me, From the Reproof of 

him that would eat me up, 

Shall tbe Mighty eſcape for. 7 u ck: neſt ; J "Thou, 2 Cod 
in thy Difpleaſure hal caſt them down. (PI. 56.7.) 

The. blood- 6 i ſiy and decei ful Men ſhall net live cus 14 
their Days; Nevertbeleſſ, my. Truſt ect be in thee, O e 


(N. 53.230 


=> CNEL SY 
PRAYER 


ch. L. The ignominiou, Treatment of Cbriſt. 17g 


eee, 
P'R ATiE'R l. 


A'S th a Es dr 5 9 25 208 Auggen . Y 


1. afs. Eaſt Godly Life; Give me Grace, that I may al- 
ways moſt thankfully receive that his ineſtima- 
ble Benefit, and alſo daily endeayour my ſelf ro follow the 
Steps vf His moſt Holy Life,” thro the Tame Jelus Chritt 
my Lord. Amen. | | 


* 
3 


qd) PRATER Wh 8 


0 * Biete Jeſus, who haſt ap 5 ka de 
Earth for the Reduction off inners, and haſt inſtitu- 


red an Order of Men to watch over the Chriſtian Flock 
in thy Abſence ; Grant that none of them may. be ſcanda- 
lized by thy hard Uſage upon Barth,” or diverred from 
their Duty by the — and Proſecurions of Ty yragts; 
but that all of chem may proceed boldiy to ihculcate the 
paſſi ve Doctrine of thy Retigiva, and 4 the * 
ded Notions of Mortification, Humility, Obedience, 5 
Charity, from th» Precepts and — O bleſſed 0 

who, with the Father and the Holy Spie. liveſt and 
reigneſt ever one God; World withour- ch amen. ne 
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Bebold, we go lem, the Som of Man fha'l be 

betrayed SE Chie de L unto the Scribes, Ls they 

! condeymn him to Death. and oy” deliver ow te 6 
ate 26 moch and te fenge Him, 
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” "HOU art now, wy $oul, to be attentive to * 
of the laſt Lectures of thy Heavenly Maſter, and 


c 140 
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© 
7” 
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d bea him diſcourüng upon his own Fate, and 
fore · jelling the Manner and Circumſtances of his approach · 
ing Deark. The melancholy Mur (ſays He) 5s _ on, 
and the Devil is already enter d — Traytor : My Con- 
verſation and Abode with you, my Diſciples, muſt be very 
ſhort, and This is the Jaſt Journey we ſhall travel toge - 
ther upon Earth: For Feruſalem (whither we are now go- 
ing) ſhall be the Place of my Execution, and the Grand 
Feſtival — be Bee 'd 5 _ Blood, * — — 
e Sacriſioe of che Lam 
Reed ah 5 away the $84 V. Paus whole World. * 

The Son of Man ſhall be betrayed. Berrayed ! O harſh and 
ſurprizing Sound | With what Aſtoniſhment does it fill the 
Ear, and what Damps and Coldneſs does ir bring upon 
we Heart? Whar a Diſgrace is the Action ir ſelf to the 

common 
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common Principles of Humanity, and under what. Species 
of Monſters ſhall we rank the perſidious Agent? . What) a 
vile Price was Thirty Pieces of Silver, for the Blood of the 
Lord and Saviour of the Univerſe? And what a merc 
nary and ſordid Villain muſt Fudes be, ſo cowardly to ſe] 
that generous Maſter, who endeavcur'd to purchaſe his 
Fidelity by the greateſt Obligations, and to prevent hi 
Avarice by the Management of his Treaſure, and the T 
of h's Houſhold ? + +7 >, + Ae . tfarata 
The Meek and Compaſſionate Chriſtian ſurveys this 
Scene with Tears and Lamentations; and the Sanguine 
and Choleric, with Fire and Indignation. 15257 Paſſion 
is iu the Intereſt of the Perſen betrayed, and. riſes. up in 
Defiance of the Traytor ; and every Motion of the Soul en- 
ters its Plea for oppreſs'd Innocence and 73 wg Vertue. 
But chi 3s but the Beginning of Sorrows : This, O my Soul, 
is but the Prelude to more enormous Cruelries. See, ſee thy 
Innocent Redeemer in the Hands of Ruffians and Soldiers: 
See the Swords glinering at his Breaft, and the threatnin 
Staves brandiſh'd over his Head: See him doprabended, 
Bound, and Deliver d to Pilate: See, {ee him hurry'd from 
one Court of Juſtice to another; and hear, O! hear, how 
his Proſcecutors are baffled in forming their Indictment; 
and his Accuſers forc'd to ſhuffle and prevaricarte in giving 
in their Evidence. Before the Jews He is charged with 
Blaſphemy againſt Ged and the Temple: Before the R mant. 
He is impeach'd as a Pretender to the Regal Government, 
and an Uſurper upon Cæſar and the Senate of Rome, Bur 
both theſe Allegations are ſo confus'd and. imperfect, thar 
in the —_— of his very Enemies, they rather acquir 
than condemn the Priſoner. p 4 
But Malice is ſtill reſtleſs and clamorous in the Proſe- 
cution of Innocence, and Faction will extort the Sentence of 
Condemnation from an unwilling Judge. Nay, a bare Death, 
it ſeems, would not (atisfie, but it muſt be attended with 
ſuch previous Circumſtances, as make Humanity bluſh, and 
Juſtice vail her Face. For after our Lord had been deliver d 
for Envy e, tryd by Faction, and condemn'd with- Ant. 27. 18, 
out Evidence, He , was ridicul'd and mock'd 17 
at, ftrip'd and ſcourg'd, array d in the Pageantry of a Mo- 
narch, and expos d and baited for an Uſurper and Im No: 
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And yet, with what Patience and Refignation, with what 
Magnanimity and Reſolution 'doth he undergo the Tor. 
tures and Agomies of this inſolent Treatment > How calm 

id ſedare was his Countenance amidſt che Grins and 

Nirele, the Inſülts and Buffering- of the Prophatie Soldiers? 
And*how tamely did his pious Ears receive me mock Ho- 
Jones and Acthamarions, the ſatyrical Scoffs and Revi. 
ings of Spectators and Buffoons? He could, if he had 
pleas'd, have ſoon filenc'd their Infamy, and confounded 
their ridiculous Mirth : He could, wich a bare Wiſh, 
have called the whole H ſt of ' Heaven to his Aſſiſtance, and 
Have commanded Ten Thenſaud imer Ten Thouſand of thoſe 
T egiens of Angels, which attend upon the Throne of God, th 
have confronted his Accuſers, Judge, and Murderer, 
Nay, a Word from his Divine Mouth would have diffipa- 
red the Uproar, and ſtruck à Terror into the Hearts of 
Afſaſſine. But Obedience, and not Oppoſition, was moſt 
Agreeable to the Divine Will; Suffering, and not Reſi 
9 was: the Chriſtian Method of Conqueſt. Therefore, 
He gabe bis Back to the Smiters, and bis Cheeks to them that 
„hee off the Hair *> He'ss brought 47 6 Lan 
„, d ebe Naughter ; and as 4 Sheep, before her Shew- 
nn ers, is dumb, ſo he openetb not bis Mouth f. In- 
nocence made no Reply, and Meekneſs was above Re. 
prizals. The Omnipotence of àa God, was fwallow'd up in 
the Mercy of a Saviour, and a generous Charity ro ther, 
was too hard for che Principles of Self. preſervation. 
Bur, norwithſtanding this Silence and Submiſſion, our 
Lord did ſuffictentiy purge himfelf from all criminal Im- 
putations; and leſt his Character ſhould ſuffer with Poſte- 
rity, the very Mouth which condemns him, juſtifies his 
Innocence: For when Pilate ſaw that he could prevail nothing 
for Feſus,' but rather that 'a Tumult was made, he took Water 
Ian. 27.24. . £114 waſbed hit Himds before the Mltitude, ſaying, 

oy We 974 Fam innobunt of the Blood of this juſt Perſon, # 
ye tot +. Some ——— — (we perceive) there 
'ſeem'd to be in the _ of the Judge, ſome internal Strug: 
gles and reluctant Thoughts in favour of an 'jnjur'd 
and abuſed Perſon. Pur the Clamour of the Multitude 
"*overfrul'd his Convictions, and the Importunity of rhe 
Jews pervtited Juſtice. That menacing ſaying, If * 
Nat | e 
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let ths Man go, thou art not Ceſar's Friend“, | 
ſrucka Terror into the, Governour, atd made ws 2 
im 160k about him for his own 'Perſinial Security, as WI 
as the Honour K. = 2 : = — the Cry of the 
People, Crucifie him, Cruciſie hi that exe- 
cx Curſe, Hs Blotd be N. Nr c.. 
dren t, extinguiſh'd his former Fears and Diffidence, and 
transferr d, in his; Opinion, the Gailt of the whole Fact 
upon the Heads of the Accuſers. | | 
Thus, by the means of a tray terous Servant, an implaca- - 
ble Sanhedrim, a daſtardly, Fudge, an inceng'd R and 
a Pack of ſuborn'd Witneſſes, the moſt execrable Villai 
was tranſacted that ever was recorded in "Hiſtory, dr v 
ever be tranſmitted to Poſteriti gg. E 
Bur thus it was ofdained by God, and thus was it foretoſd 
by the Prophets: Thus it is written, and thus it K. 24 46 
behoved Chriſt to ſuffer |\. - Lord! Let his Suffe. 
rings have their due Influente upon Sinners, and his Agony 
and Paſſion be received with Gratitude and commemota- 
ted with Adoration. Let the ſame Mind be 7. 0 
which was in. Chriſt Feſus, who bas given us un . — 
Example, that we ſhould do as he has done, and © 
ſuffer as he has tuffered for w.F Lord! Let the ſame 
Principles of Meekneſs, Patience and Forgiveneſs, carry 
us thro! all the Storms and Hurricanes of this vexations 
World, and animate our Patience under Obloquy and 
Diſgrace, and fortifie our Souls againſt the Tmpeachmens 
and Proſecutions of Tyrants and Apoſtares. , 
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03 bas Farher ! «! ig RATE | 
Why ſhould thy boundleſs 


To Me, to Me thy Aid afford, 
And give m) rortur'd: Soul Releaſe. | 


; ' , II. | 
All FORO Day my Grief renew'd ; 
My Cries rerury with d * 3 


My Life, by reſtleſs Foes purſu d, 
kinds no 1 from ſable W 


A. * 
But Thou, © Lord, arrGood and Juft, 
And doſt the proud Oppreſſor hate; 
Thoſe are preſery'd, which on Thee ruſt, 
And thoſe redreſs 10 which on Thee wait. 


W. 


Thus, thus our Fathers were ſecure, 


And all their Safety la a in Pray'rs; 
They ſought Thee in the needful Hour, 
And found Protection from their Cares. 


V. 


But wrercked I, exempted ſtand, 
And like rhe Feeble Inſect born ; ; 
Still groan beneath ſome Tyrant 's Hand, 
And bear th inſulting Rabble's Scorn. 


Mercy 4 ? 
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aeg 72/102 A 1relvs won wodT 
| 211.909 AS9rir n 
See how the Canics toſs their Head) 
And on my Grief inſulting playl27 
See ſpireful Lips their Venam ſpread;... 514 1e 1 10 
And ſneering Looks proclalm hoe ore ö 
vil.” < 7 197 — 2601˙ * Fl 
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„ This i is the Favourite, they cr; 
„Thi is the Man, who proudly 1.0008 
His Hopes on Providence rely. . 
% And God will ne'er diſcard his Tr. ISS Oe 


S.. 
« But let Experience try the Fact; | "I 
& And Heav'n its figual Pow 'r ditplay 3 
lf God the vaunting Wretch protect; j; - (im ol fr. 
1 Then He ſliall rule, and, Rt e. "ogy if a+; {1,4 =y 
A cl wn Sr — 
uch is the daring Inſolence, 
hich daily grates my pious Bals; 
Yer {till I truſt in thy Defence, ore word 3:58 
Unaw'd by Threats; beck db) Fears me beo boy. 


{4 33 o. 1 * II. * „ 


id! d 1424 
Thou waſt my Father, and my God; 5 
Before the Virgin brought me fotth ; 5 
Before I left the Bleſs'd Abe dei: * 
And fix d my Reſidence on Karth,. - EO I Anis ch nwo 
N Are n ban! 
n a Na 4 von 
When firſt an helpleſs Babe I lay 
Within my rrembling Mother v Arms; 


Thou didſt thy early Love diſplay, 10 55 wh 12 
And skreen me from K r 1117 
37 | 76 7 dry 79.14 


Thot kriow'ſt the Cauſe 21 krough t be ine ber 78, * 
And what my Suff "rings muſt fulfil ; 


Pare Hay N Tod 


Thou know'ſt what Agonies I hear 
In meek compliance to thy Will. 5] 


O! let not Pains too much depreſs. 
The nobler Ardour of xy Mind; 


My gen'rous Enterprizes 1 ; 
And be propitious ro Mankind. 


KI 
As the fierce Bull in Baſhan fed, 
Prepares his curled Brows for War; 
And with hoarſe Bell wing ſtrikes a Dread 
Into the wand'ring Traveller: 


V. 
Juſt ſo my threat'ning Foes advance, 
And all their Envy's aim'd at me; 
I am the Mark of ev'ry Lance, 
And the ſole Victim doom'd to die. 


XVI. 

Hear how theſe rampant Lions roar, 
And greedy Jaws their Prey would rend: 
Tis Me, "Tis Me, they would devour; 

At Me their bloody Paws extend. 
XVII. 

As Waters, with unuſual Haſte, 
Down the declining Channels glide; 
I find my floating Spirits waſte, 

And Life in reſtleſs Motions glide. 


| XVIII. 
My Conſtitution's out of frame, 


2 


My Lips are parch'd with dty Complaints: 


Like melting Wax before the Flame, 
My panting Heart diſſolves and faints. 


] 
{ 
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1 
My Bones are loof'd; my Joints unknit; 
M/ Vital Moiſture's dry'd away; ä 
My Strength's for future Toils unſit z 
And ev'ry Member feels N \ 

xx. 


The hungry Dogs encloſe me round; 
And Men more Herce my Life beſer : 

The Thorns my bleeding Temples wound, 
And Nails pierce thro ty Hands and Feet 


XXI. | 
Thus, whilſt Tm made che Jeſt of Pride; 
Some for my Feſtave caſt the Lot; 
Others my Garments would diyide 
And ſtrive to rend y miei Cod. 


| XXII. . 
Bur, Bod! my God! forſake not me 
Look, Father; on thy darling Son 5 
Support me in my Agon 
Vril che bitter Draught bt nE. 


part II. 
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HYMN 'L 


P. ED thou my Ceuſe, O 1 with them that ſtrive with 
wo me, * fight thou «gain eben that fight againſt me. 
(P. 35 1.) 

Fudge me, O Lord my Ged. ene to thy Righteouſneſ ; f 
and let not them triumph over me. (V. 24.) 

Ext irpate the Venom and. Malieniry of Sin; bur be pro. 
pitious to the Perſons and Souls of Sinner. 

Cenſider mine Enemies, hew many (they. are, cn they bear « 
tyrenn'ws Hate ageinſt me. (Pl. 25. 18.) 

All my Bones Foal ſay, Lord, who is like unto Thee, who de- 
. livereſt the Poor frem him that is too ſtrong for him ? Tea, the 
Foor, and him that is in mags from bim that n him, 
(Pl. 35. 10.) 

Falſe Witneſſes did riſe up a rg me Thy lid 1907 
Charge things that I knew not. ( . 

They rewarded me Evil for Good, to the great Diſcomfort o 

my Soul. (V. 12). 
' They gaped upon me with their Mouths, and ſaid, Fie on thee, 
fie on thee, we ſaw it with our Eyes. (V. 21) 

I have beard the Blaſphemy of the Multifude, and fear is n 
every ſide, while they conſpwe together againſt me, and take thei 
Counſel to takg away my Life. (Pf. 31. 15.) 

Nevertheleſi, when they were ſich, I — on Sach. cloth, and 
Ambled my. Scul with Faſting, (PL. 2 13 27 

But in mint Advetfity rejoiced and garberel them ſelver 
together: Tea, the very Abjects came ' rogether againſt me uns 
wares, making Mows at me, and ceaſed not. (V. 15.) 

With the Flatterers were biſie Mockers, who gzaſhed upon mt 

with their Teeth. (V. 16.) 
0 Lord, How long wilt thou look upon thu? O, deliver m 
Soul from the Calamities which they bring on me, and my Dar 


ling from the Lions. 


0, l 


let 


and fpied Unrighteeuſneſs and Strife in the 727 


Ch. II The Berraying, Tryal, &c. of Chriſt. 189 

O. let not them that are mine Enemies always triumph over 
me, Ungodly: Neither let them wink with their Eyes, that hate 
me without 4 Cauſe. (V. 19.) et 19-5000 © 


Ly, even among the Children of Men, that are ſet on Fire, 
whoſe Teeth are Spears and Arrows, and their Tongue 4 
ſharp Sword. (PC. 57. 5.) BL. 1 

They dai y miſtckhe my Words : All that they imagine is to do 
me Evil. (PC. 56.5.) os F . ro Anne: oh. 

They hold all together, and k:ep themſelves cloſe, and mark my 
Steps, when they lay wait for my Soul. (V.6.) 

The Enemy. crieth ſo, and the Ungedly cometh on fo faſt : 
For they are minded to do me ſome miſchief, ſo mgliciouſly are 
they {es dzainſt me. (PL 353.3) Lo a 

] have heard the mut nous Clamours cf the 77 


Day and Night they go about within the Walls thereof : Mi/- 
chief and Sorrow are in the midſt of it. (V. 10.) 

Wickedneſi is therein; Deceit and Guile go not out of 
their Streets. (V. 11.) . 

Lo! They ly waiting for my Soul: The mighty Men are 
gathered againſt me, without , any” Qffence or Fault ef me, O 
Lord. (Pl. 59.3 ) ; | YT , 

They run and prepare themſelves without my Fault; Ariſe 
thou, therefore, to help me, and beh. Id. (V. 4.) 

O, deliver me from the wicked Doers, and ſave me from the 
Blood-thirſty Men. (PL. 59 2.) _ Y 

My Heart is „ ln me, and the fear of Death is 
fallen upon me. (V.4.) | 

And I ſaid, Oh | That I had Wings like a Dove: For then 
would I fly away and be at Reſt. (V. 6.) 

Lo ! Then woutd I get me away far off, and remain in the 
Wilderneſs. (V.7.) 

] would make haſte to eſcape, becauſe of the ſtormy Mind and 
Tempeſt. (V. 8.) 

But, O my Father, if this Cup may not paſs away from me, 


cep I drink it, IIy Ni be done. (Matt. 27. 42.) 


Parr 11, N 3 I am 


The Nevins Seel. Hook V. 
Command za r wich the Prix, 
RNAI | expiate for binners with the &. 


PRAYER J. 


Lmighyy God, I beſeech the grackquſly to * — 


thy Family, for wh for which our - Wert ﬀ was con. 
ed ven we into the 
Pr hg Hands of ey n An a d grant, that il 


theſe who profeſs the Relig! on of the Croſs, may deteſt the 
Revenge and Malicioufheſs both of Few and Geneile, and 
may form their Lives — the Principles of Arete be 

ience, and continually entertain the moſt No- 


an of the Sufterings, and pay che moſt ſolemn 4 Agoration 
| 10 their Pivins anc Almighty Suferer Amen. 


PRATER u. 


God, I fury with Wonder the Goodneſs and Wil. 
dom of the Chriſtian Oeconomy, and the Univerſal 


2 


Provifion thou haft made for the Happineſs of Sinners. 0 
God, my God, I bleſs thy Holy Name for the Means af 
Grace, and for the Hope of Glory 3 And I beſeech thee ro 
pivo me ſyck an Improvement of the one, that I finally 
ole not the Attainment of the other, thro Jeſus Chrilt 
ay Ford. buen. 


CHAS 
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* the Crucifixion of cir. 85 


IS Ka 53 . 
— For ba Pei of my People NY 


MB&DITATION. 


U Q = 
T . of Human þ . 4— * the 


the 40 time, to be p with the moſt a. 


mating Inſtance of Divine Love. Thou 17 ay to attend 
thy Saviour to Golgotbs, a 2 to N 1 Leave 

of him on Bash, f in his moſt forlorn a deplorable Ago: 
ries. Thou art to look upon Omnipotence hanging on the 
eurſed Tree, and to ſurvey Truth and Innocence in the 

idſt of Thieves and Rebbers. One of theſe Villains is pre- 
ferr d before the King of the Fews by the united Cries of 
the Multitude, and recommended to the Romen 
as a fitter Object of Mercy, notwithſtanding his Crime 
was no leſs — Murder and Sedition in the City: | Auather is 
ſo hardned as to reviſe his Saviour in the Height of his 
own Agonies ; and a Thi has Aſſurance of Pardon at the 
very Moment of his Execution. 

Now, as often as I emplo m Thoughts upon theſe aui 
other Circumſtances attending the Crucifixion of Chriſt, 1 
am preſently affected with the Two op Paſſions of 

oy and Sorrow, and like a Perſon newly eſcaped from 

hipwrack, am confounded with the Remembrance of my 
= Dangers, and ſoorhed with the Enjoyment of my pre- 

t Safety. For when I look into the Character of the. 
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Mefſah, rranſmirred to 065 by the Holy Ghoſt, and revolve 
mr Mind che many! nd pompays Deſcriptions of 
s Trrütrüns, F am rde with Horror Þe Amazenient 
ac his preſent Infamy and Debaſement. Lord! Is this the 
Joy which was fairer Phan the)Clitdren of Men? Are theſe the 

Lips 1 which are full ef Grace, and whom Ged 5 bleſſed for 


a? Is. this the Perſon dan d with the 
tt CY OMG anf W his Flt wh e Gai ment; 
fag! of Myrrb, 4 — Caſſia * ? Is this the Perſon who 
. nates ſhining as the Sun, and bis Raiment white 
& the 1 18 Thie . of - the Father's Glory, 

is to fi fit 
? ane he be fl N. Kale 1 nd ef Fake un bigh+? 
rd! What a — Eclipſe of b. is here? What 


a Piminvrion of Regal Honour ?, And what ſeeming Re- 
nunciation of: . © Pater an 1 Nuker of the es 


© *Updn this EW Seh, Octalts 2 "Mind nox. well 3 ac · 
. quainted with the deep ns, of we LK Aim Jhorogg 
Iy ſeaſon d — the Chriſtian Princi 6001 umilit, and Pa. 
Fn, gy be prov give dato the eſentment of * k. Perl}, 
1057 1633 and ro c E deſth. ſome Heat and" Concern, 
Bie xt far om 8 15 Lord, this ſhall not be unto 
Thee d. Much more may We ſuppoſe, that Indfgnation wil 
riſe in the nrekeſt Breaſt, and Sighs break forth from rhe 
moſt obdurate Heart, When they contemplate t the Nail: «| 
Ppeare\ which pierced the Divine Sacrifice upon the Crofs, 
gh re msltigg Cries and Groans , of Meir expiring 
e ' 6 
port the bare mentioning of this Birbariey, my Bowels 
4ite turned within me, and a Fouutgin of Tears ſprings from 
minus Eyes. The Hlecdi are a'read; 5 riſen, © Ged ! The, Flic. 
are riſes and rhe, Storms beat upon my compatſionate Bo. 
Foul grows exceeding beaty and diſquicted within 
e und Chat moſt of all augments my Sorrow, is, that 
my Trhnſpreſſions ſhovld be la d vpan my Saviour's Shoul- 
fag ung ah Sins be the 'x baff Cauſes of his dyfler 
ab 


nn 
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| But notwithſtanding all this, when 1 rurn the Proſpect, 


and rake a View of the Mercy and Love of Chriſt Jeſus 


Advanrages which accrue io the wholè Race of Manki 
from his Death; Then, then Lam preſent, fil:ed wi 
the loftieſt Idea's of Ke and Redemprion, and raviſh'd 
with the Conqueſts and Triumphs of my Redeemer. IL rd.! 
I love thy Croſs, tho' ir be unto, the Jews 4 Srumbling- 
bleck,, and unto the Greeks, _Feoliſoneff ;- Fer unto c 8 
me, it is th Power of Gid, and the Wiſdom of God?, Tn 
Lerd | What is Man, that thou art mindful of bim What is 
nul Duſt and Aſhez, that ſuch an, incredible Price ſhouid 
be aid, ſuch a meritorious Sacrifice offered for his Salva- 
tion 2 How wonderful is ir, that the Remembrance of our 
Fcre-fa:hers Guilt, and the many provoking Inſtances of 
our own agua Tranſęreſſion, ſhou d nor, divert the Cur- 
rent cf God's Favour, and defeat the Influence of his Bleſ- 
ngs! O merciful God, with what Extaſie do I ſusve; th 
Lore With what Gratitude commemorate thy Son's Sub. 
ferings ? And with what Peteſtation look upon my own 
Sins? How ſurprizinę is it, that an Indulgent Father, ſhauld 
be ſevere to his own Darling Son, that he might expreſs a 
more generous Kindneſs to his inveterate Enemies? How 
ſurprizing is ir, that Subjects ſhould continue in Rebellion 
againſt their Lawful Sovereign, and yer that ſame Sove- 
reign ſnould die himſelf, ro excuſe and fave ſuch audagi- 
ous Rebels ? | | + 
O Bleſſed Jeſus! What other Morives, but thofe of thy 
own Eflenria! Goodneſs, could engage thy Services for per- 
fidious and diſobedient Man d What Conſiderations were 
thoſe that could work up thy Charity to ſuch an exalted 
pitch, as to pray for thine Enemies, and Perſecutors? What 
Obligations could ſo inflame th; Love, as to extend the 
Fruits of thy Crucifixion to thy very Murderers and Crucifiers ? 
Lord! How great were thy Sufferings, and how little re- 
arded! How unworthy of thy Favours are the Beff of 
Mankind | and yet, how peneroully are they extended ta 
the Mir of them! Oh! Rank me not in the Number cf 
Ungrateful and Impenitent Sinners, nur ſuffer me to Cru. 
cifie the Lerd of Life ard Glery afreſh, and to put :ndr.6's 
him to an epen Shame . Let not dl Example of © F : 
Jud: 


in dying for me, and reflect on the great and nk 
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das and Caiaphas, of Herod and PoytSus Pilate, have the 
eaſt Influence on my Soul, Let not the Denii} of Perey, 
or the Iucredulity of Tbmas, Ranger my Reſolutions, or 
weaken my Faith, The higheſt Affront, which, at this 
Diftance of Time, I can pollibly offer to the Lerd the 
bought we, is, an Eſpouſal of Hrretica! Principles, arid the 
indulging of my ſelf in vicious Practices. M. Lufts are 
the Thorns which wounded his Temp'es.; the Gal and Vine. 
gar which he taſted on the Cr. and rhe Nails and Specs 
which were thruſt through his Fer and Side. x 
Lord! ſuffer me not to tarty any longer in the Tears of 
Sin and Satan; but draw me nearer to thee |y Faith and 
Repentence, and enable me with the Pex#tent Thief to cin 
eſs Thee, under the moſt opprobrious and diſconſolate Ci. 
cumſtances. Lord! Thy Death is turned into a Triumph, 
and thy Croſs is a more honourable Diſtinction than a 
Crown. Oh! Let me rroclaim the Greatzels of thy Suf. 
ferings, and aſſert rhe Dignity of the Sufferer. Let me ad. 
mire thy Manhood, and aJore thy Divinit; ; inherit th; 
- Conqueſt, and celebrate the Praiſes of my Conqueror. 
This is the Employment of Celeſtial Hz ps and O-gans, and 
the Golden Niels full of Odcurs, which are the Prayers of Saints. 
"This is the Empio: me of be Ten Theſand times Ten Thou 
fand, ard Thouſands ef Thouſands, which 4 e round the Throne 
of God, crying cut with a leud Voice, Worthy is the Lamb that 
was ſtain, aud has redeemed tus to God by his Blood, to receive 
Pewer, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and Hmeur, 
and Glory, and Bleſſing : And therefore, Bleſſing and H.nour, 
a end Glory, and Power, be ofcribed to him that fit- 
$594 $59, eth upen the Throne, and unto the Lamh for e. 
vermore *; Fer he hath leved us, and waſhed ut 
FC 15,6 from our Sins in his cwi Blaed, and kath made is 


Kings and P. Pts upto G and bis Father f. 


POEM. 
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L O trembling Earth; O Heav'n give Ear: 
See, ſee the Glorious King rhar ſuffers here, 


= 


And pay Devotion to the Suſſere. 


Let all the Univerſe attentive ftay, 


Aud lagging Suns hold back the riſing Day. 


Weep, all ye Fountains, Rocks and Marble weep, 


And dry the Channels of the watry Deep. 
Who! who can look with unrelenting Eyes, 
When Narure fickens, and hex Monarch dies ? 
The Monarch, who, thro' endleſs Ages paſt, 
Lay in the Boſom of his Father, bleſt ; 


rows off his daz ling Robes and Royal Crown, 


And to {ave Rebels Lives, reſigns his own. 


Come, ſacred Myſe, in totter d Sables clad, 
With Duſt and Aſhes on thy mournful Head ; 
Come, meekly on the paſſive Hero wait, 

And in Pathetic Numbers tell his Fate. 


Firſt in the Gardens melancholy ſhade, 
(A Gardev firſt our Innocence betray'd :) 
The Great Redeemer did commence his Pain, 
There ta reſtore {ft Innocence again, 


Here awful Sadneſs fixes on his Face, 
And Loads of Human Guilt his Mind depreſs. 
Here, hexe, He ftruggles with approaching Fare, 
And almoſt ſtaggers with th' unweildy Weight. 
He ſees the foaming Waves of Veng'ance rowl, 
And feels their Fury beating on his Soul. 
The common Sluices of his op'ning Eyes 


Cam vem the Deluge of bis Agogies; 
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But his whole Body weeps, and ev'ry Pore 

Sweats forch copynu'd Streams of Purple Gore: 

Great Drops bf Blood each other ſwiftly chafe 
In ſcalding Currents down his furrow'd Face. 


Then #hrice upon his ſuppliant Kriees he falls, 
And thrice for Succour to his Father calls. 
In vain He ſues ; the Wine-preſs muſt be trod; : 
| Fhe Fury cancell'd of an angr; God. ? 


O curſed ® Wretch ! Who ſtand upon Record, 
Branded with Infamy, by all abhor'd ! | 

My Muſe, in Chariry to Human Race, | 
Would throw a Vail upon thy frighrfal Face: 

Rut Juſtice bids her make thy Vices known 3 

For he that hides thy Guilt proclaims his own. 

O curſed Wretch ! Could neicher Shame nor Love 
Aſſwage thy Malice, and thy Pit; move? 

Could nor the Preſence of a God, impart 

Some ſoft Impreſſions to thy harden'd Heart? 

Could not the charming Strains of Eloquence, 
(Thoſe Strains which Heav'nly Wiſdom did diſpenſe,) 
Some yie ding Paſſage ro thy Conſcience fiad, ,. 
And calmly triumph o'er thy ſalvage Mind ? 


No. no; it ſeems that all Atremors are vain; 
The Saint may ſigh, the angry Muſe complain: 
Yer neitker Sighs nor Satyr can avail ; 

And Grace is loſt {on an Infide:. © 


See then the Prince, before whoſe lofty Throne, 
Obſequious Kings muſt Jay their Sceprers down ; 
The Prince, before whole Face all Earth muſt fall, 
Stands now himſelf arraign'd a Criminal. 

No weeping Efes his Grief compatiionate 

But the rude Mb inſults his rigid Fate. 

A Purple Robe around his Limbs the, throw, 

And 1a Deriſion to their Monarch bow, 

A iceble Red impioys his Ro al Hand, 

(The ſceraful Emblem of his ſmall Command) 


— 
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And prick!” T Thorns into a Crown are made, 

To. pigrce his Temples, and diſgrace his Head. 

Then with united Voſce the Rabble cry'd, 

Let the pretended Prince be crucify'd : : 

No higher Pow'r than Conqu'ring How we know, 

Nor an; King but Ceſar will all. 


Ar laſt, extended on the curſed Tree, 
The fatal Mark of barb'rous Infamy-: 9 

y od forſaken, and by Men berray'd ; y \ 
By Foes inſulted. and by Friends deny'd ;' 
Amid ſt Two Thieves th* Almighry Saviour 4y'd. 


And now” the angry Clouds begin to riſe, 
And Heav'n looks black on Human Villanies. 
Uncommon Sadneſs firs on Nature's Brow, -* 
And Thinks inammate, Reſentment ion. 
The Frighzed Sun: withdrew his uſual Light, - 188 
And hid his baſhful Face in fable Night, ET 5 
Unwilling to behold this Ghaſtiy Sight. 61 
Eternal Darkneſs ſeem'd to hurry on, * 191008 
And not one borrow'd Beam obliquely f hone BEES © 
From the refleQing Surface of the Moon. 
A fſierce Convul ſion ſeiʒ d the Firmament, 
And trembling Barth was from her Baſis rent. * $412 
Light'nings in all their killing Forms appear, 
And Peals of Thunder ſhook the troubled Air. ö 
The ſacred Temple roo, (Heav'n's bleſs d Abode,) 
Was rent at the Depaftvre of its Gd. 
Th' amaz'd Centurion, ( cho ro Horror bred, (547 
Nurs'd' up in Blood, and us'd among the Bead.) at * 
Laying his Martial Rage, and Roughneſs by, n 430 
Grew Pale at the black Scene of Villany: 2 * 
A conſcious Pity made his Soul relent. 4 
And gen rous Truth ed r _ — Innocent. 


1 
31 * ˙᷑1 1 


* * 
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Osddeskscks date udo tots Aft rtachuts 


HYMN I. 


I, it m_Yy „u? (Cries 5 expiting Redeemer :) 5 
it nothing 5 d, all ye that aſs by 7: (Lam. 1. 12.) 

"Behold, and ſce; if there be any Sorrow like unto my Sorrow, 
wherewith the Lord bark ide the in the Day of his Gras 
Anger. (Ibid.) 

The Sins of the whole World by. * my Shealdets, and 
the Arrows of the gy Hack faſt in me, and bis Hand 
preſſeth me ſore. Pſ. a6. v) 

There is no wt in my * ft his Diſplraſure: 
and I am brought — Tron ble and Miſery, thitt I g6 
S all the Dgy long. (V. 3, 6.) 

My Tears have been my Meat Day and Night, whilſt mind 
Enemies caſt me in the Teeth, and daily ſuy univ wie, Where 
is now thy Ged? (PI. 42. 3,12.) 

F they ccme to fer me, they ſpeak Vanity: And their Heart 
conteiveth Falſhcod within them, and when they cone forth, 
they tell it. (Pſ. 45.6.) 

They 2 and they talk hod 
they may vex him wem thou haſt wounded. (Pf. 69.27.) | 

And yet, for their ſakes am I made an Offering for Sin, and 
by ” Stripe: muſt they: expect Health and Salvation. (If. 
33-6 

Surely I hews bern their Griefs, and axrried their _ 
been _— for theer Tranſgreffiom, and bruifed. for their 

uities. (V. 4,3.) 
: Burnt-Offerin an 2 o God, haſt then not 
required: Then ſaid I, Lot 42.3.) 

In the Volume cf the Bock it is written of me, that I ' ſhould 
Fulfil thy Will : I 1 content to do it; yea, thy Law is within 
my Heart. (V. 10.) 

I have declared thy Righteouſneſs i in the great Congregation? 
Lo ! I will not refrain my Lips, 9 Lord, and that thou know- 
eft- (V. 11.) ; 


ck n. Of be neil of Chriſt. 199 
I have wt hid thy Righteouſneſs within my Heart: My Talk 
bath leen of thy Truth andaf thy Salvation. (V. 13.) 


HTM N II. 


12 ſaith the Lord, Mhere n; the Bill of yeur Mother Di. 
vorcement, whem I have put away Or which of my Creda. 
tors it 36, t6 whom I'birve ſeld you (la. 30. 1 * 

Bebold, for your Iniquities have yu ſold your "Wk «nd for 
your ' Tranſgreſſions i is your Mother pu — away. (Ibid) 

Wherefore, when I tame; was there no Me 2 When I caled 
was there none to anſwer 2 (V. 2) 

I: my Hand fhortned at all, that it canner redeem ? Or have 
I no Power to deliver? (Ibid.) 

I am the Lord thy Ged frem the Land of Epp, and then 
2 know no Ged ou, me : Fer there is no A beſide me. 
(Hoſ. 13. 4+) 

J did W.; thee in the wi lderneſs, 5 in the Lend of grear 
Dos 0 
1 0 Hee, 55 haſt 1 2 Jan's in me # hind 

ep. 


0 e return unte the * thy Cod; For thes haſt falen 
by thine Li (C. 14. 

Take with you Wands. 2 rurn to the Led; fey unto him, 
Take away all Iniquity, and receive us graciouſh.: So will we 
render- the s of our Lips. (V. 3.) | 

— 2 our God, great are the wond'row Warks which thou 

like 45 be alſo thy Thoughts, which: be 10 2 2 
4 yet 2 1 no Man that ordertth them unto thee. (Pi. 
40. 6.) 

— ſhalt heal the back-ſlidings of thy People ; thou wit 
— om freely : For thine Anger is turned away from thein, 

ol. 14. 4. 

Thou wilt be ar the Dew unto Iſrael : He ſhall = as the 
Lil, «bd 64/e forth Be Bott e Lebanon. (V. 5. 

His Branches ead, and bis Beauty ſhall be as the 
Olive- tree, and his fad as Lebanon. (V. 6.) 

They that dwell undo hit Shadow, ſhall return; They ſtall re: 
vive as the Corn, and grow as the Vine; The ſcent thereof ſhall 


be us the Nine of Lebanon. (V. 7.) 1 
PFPRTEA 
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PRAPER'Y 


PA ; and. = elaine God, ph of thy ole * 
towards Mankind; haſt ſent thy, Son our Saviour Jeſus 
N N - Chriſt, to take upon him our Fleſh, and to 

a. ed ſuffer Death upon the Croſs, chat all Mankind 


i 


b: we * 


ſhouid follow the Example of. his great Hu. 
mit 'iry : . Mercifully grant, that I may both fallow. the Ex. 
ample of his Patience, and alſo be, made Partaker of his 
e thro' the las J a . uy. Load. Aves 


8 £7 Pp 
"PRAYER Ut l 
.. 8 aan: 
O Merciful God; hs haſt toda all Men, afid batklt tio: 
thing that thou * made, nor wouldeſt ad Death of 
2 Sinner t rather that he thould be con: 
a BIT ertell and lire; Have Mercy upbn al Jews; 
Turks, Infidels, and Herericks, and rake Reel all 
lenorance, hardneſs of Heart, 0 contemp hyp thy ey, x 
and ſo fetch chem home Bleſſed Lord, to Flöck, th 
they may be ſaved among the Remnant EU he rrue "Ir i | 
lites, and be made one Fold under one Sh pherd, Je 0 
Chriſt our Lord, who Jiveth and reiggieth Thee and 
the _ Spifit, One God, World ott End. Aen. 
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1 COR. 15. 20 


© RES 
| — 7 "TS, a 5 p A, - 
; — Chriſt is riſen from the. Dead, and become the 


x Firſt-fruits of them that ſlepr. 


ira ten 
N T NVZII not tos long, O my Soul; pon the me- 
f lancholy Reffections of thy deceas'd Lord; nor 
| 2 confine thy Contemplations ſolely to the Croſs and 
BC Grave. , Conſider the comfortable Exhortation f a de+ 
t 


parting:Maſter to his diſconſolare Diſciples; and let the 
fame Arguments, which reliev'd their Spirit, raiſe thy 
Courage, and whet thy Expectations, Let not your Heart 
: be troubled : Ye believe in God, believe alſo in me. In my Fa- 
chert Houſe are many Manſions ; I go to prepare 4 Place for 
0 you: And if Igo, and prepare a Place for qu, *Joh 14 12,3 
will come again, and receive you unto my ſelf, that ; 
where I am, there ye may be alſo *. TY N 48 0 rs + 
. T will come again ! Behold; rhe Promiſe of his Coming.is al- 
ready acompliſhed, .and within rhe Space of Three Days the / 
joyful Bridegroom returns triumphantly to his Spouſe, and 
8 puts Bracelets on her Hands and a Cham of Gold about ber 
Neck, Your Power was limited, O ye Men of Iſrael, and 
your Malice and Cruelty could not bave their deſign'd 
Effects: For this Feſu3 of. Nazareth, whom ye have taken, and by 
. wicked Hands have crucify'd and ſlain ; Him hath . ,, 2. 2 bf 
„ad raiſed up, having loofed the Pains of Hell, be. 


tauſe it was i le that be ſhopld be bolden of it f. The 
lee H. — iy | Grays 
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Grave was roo feeble a Priſon for ſuch an extraordinary 
Conqueror, and. Heil and Sataa-cauld nor. long grapple 
with ſo potent an Adverſary. . The: Holy One war nor to ſee 
Corruption. The Holy One was not to be detained in Hell, 
bur after he had fpoiled Principalities and Powers to make an 
#pen Shew ef them by a victdtinus Reſurted ion, 

Awake and Sing, therefore, O thou that ſ{::pcſt in the Duſt ; 
For th. a e Wees rte Juice ging and enli- 
yening Docttine, and infuſes Vigowr and Activity into thy 
deca;'d and mould' ring Limbs. Be not too ſollicitous a. 
bout Life, Te that ave in t Land of the Living ; Ner fear 

them that kill the Body, and after that, have no 
more that they can db: Bur look beyond the 
Grave, and comfort your. ſelves with a Second and more 
gloricus Appearance in the Fleſh. Pk ig RN Eo 

Your Saviour's Reſurrectiön is a Fore- runner of your 
own, and as it were, an Earneſt and Introduction of Ce. 
leſtial Bliis+: Tis the Confirmation of the Goſpel, rhe Life 
of Hope, the Support of Faith, and the Evidence of Erer- 
nitv. 

- If God would redeem the Soul 'of | bis Sam from tbe Power of 
ivr. 46 15, e Grave f, and not ſuffer Hell to be victori- 

ooddus in his Death; I am well affured, that 
thoſe whom the ſame Son loved beyond his Life, and u. 
chaſed -with the Price of his deareſt Blood; ſhall rife and 
triumph wich their great Redeemer. I know; that Chriſt 
is the Head of the Body, and we Chriſtians are the Mem- 
bers : And if the Head be riſen, te Members miſt neceffarily 
partake of thed ſame Nfurroctio nm. 

Our Savidur, by the Power of his Divinity, raid up 
himfelf frem the Dead, and by virtue of his own: Reſurre- 
ction, hath acquir'd a Right to raiſe up Us alſo. For be 
ſhall change our vie Bodies," that they may be like uneo his glo- 
t 1Cor.rs = rious Body, and ſbatl make us boar the Image of 
| "the Heavenly, as we have born the Image of the 
Earthhy f. We are to die, and live again, by his Exams 
ple; and to look upon bis Reſurrection, ab an Emblem 
and Repreſentation of our own. We are buried with bim Y 
Baptiſm" mro Death; that like as Chriſt was raiſed up: from 
the Dead by ebe Glory of the. Father ; even ſo we alſo ſhouts 
1 Rom. 6.4.5. k in ewneſs of Lift: For if we bave been plan. 

dend. eagether in the Lien eſt of bis Deaths; © we ſhall 
be alſo in the Likeneſs of his Reſurretion |. Be 


® Luke 12. 4+ 


) 


f 
a 
; 
} 
| 
1 
{ 
d 
1 
0 


GY of the Reed , Cl. WG} 


Be of good Courage. therefore, I Sons, ugbters 
A ns e regular in your + 125 Te a Bos. 2 in 


your Faith, Ye Heirs of Grace, and Chan of Im- 
mortality. Comfort one a anorker ith the Promiſes of 
God, -and dwell a. 7 the\reff ink Thoughts of future 
Happineſs. It is not only the Solemnity of Eaſter, which 
calls e u tg ſettle. your upon things, | 
bur the Sabbath is the weekly Birth-day. of your 
Redeemer, and ſhould be conſtantly and duly, celebrated 
in Memory of his Reſurrection. This Dey ſhall be unto you | 
for a Memorial thro' your Generatzons, and take care that ye keep 
this Chriſtian Paſſover, with the unleayened Bread rad. 1 ih: 
of Sincerity and Truth, "a 4 Feaſt by an Ordinance 
ever. Repeat che Creed 8 Awe and Reverence and 
ive a perfect and unfeigned Aſſent to the 24909 
eſurrection: Never ſtagger. your Reaſon h A 


critieal Enquiry into the particular Mode of it; N 
all your Doubts into hoc Alvights, Breaft with 1 7 all 
things are poſſible, and, r pon his Goodneſs and Veracity 
for the Performance of Fry wilksr; , 1 - 
Certainly, that Ge 1 his inbnite Nes 


created you out of! othing, can by that Power Nerd your 
decayed Parts, at Talks l the ſame vou 
were before. takes a Copnizance. very 
Hairs of your Head, and 5 in „ B are nl your 15 wrie- 
ten: An bows eaſie is it for him to call out the diſperſed 
Atoms of an Huinan Body from rheig ſeveral epolitories, 
and to unite © FM. to their viral Fringpl e again? 
Speak, the Word only, 0 Lor 4 Pp Servant ſball live: 
Give thy Command, and theſę dry Bones {hall be animated: 
_ wo 255, together with my dead Body ſhall they nie, 
and the Earth ſhall the Dead t: (Thou wilt . 
ley Sinews upon a wile bring up Fleſb upon die 26 ug) 
them, and cover firs with Skin, 4 Breath kirk. 37.6, 


in _—_ and they een ond f Wee ee 
Lor 0 


LY 
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0 


POEM. 


PROM Scenes of Horror, and the baleful Night, 

1 The tow'ring Muſe now takes her boundleſs Flight: 
She leaves th' Apartments of rhe mournful Grave, 

And hears the baffled Fews and Demons rave: 

But all their Spite and Fury's ſpent in vain; 

Old Satan flies, and Death himſelf is ſlain. 


Happy are ye, who your Redemption prize; 
Happy are ye, who with your Saviour riſe, 
And take Poſſeſſion of your native Skies. 


The Pious Soul with —— Grief oppreſt, 
Dwells on the Proſpect of Eternal Ret. 
God is her Refuge in a barb'rous Age. 
From bloody Edicts, and a Tyratit's Rage. 


"Tis true, we Mortals, who ſo little know 
Of our Great Maker's Actions here below; 
We term che wiſe Reſolves of Providence 
The blind and mad Effects of blund' ring Chance: 
And when Diſaſters on the Righreous fall, 
The kind Chaſtiſement, we a Judgment call: 
The Pious Fool (we cry) a Victim dies, | 
And Vengance triumphs in his Miſeries. 


Miſtaken Mortals! Not to caſt an Eye, 
Beyond. the Vail of dim Mortality: | L 
E'ſe they would ſoon a diff rent n eſpy. 

They'd fee ch' Ambreſiu Streams of ſpringing Joy. 
Which no ſucceding Ages can deſtroy. 


F "P 8 —_— 4 — 


* The following P bir P 4 P * K 5 a 
tie Third Chapter 2 2 "F f upon the Eight feſt Faſo if 
They d 


ch N. Of the Reſurrefion of Cbriſt. 2105 
They'd ſee how patient Souls from Trouble _ 

In the calm Realms of Everlaſting Peace; 21 
And the Victorious Crowns by God prepard a 
For ſuff' ring Vertue's weeping = Reward. 


What then, tho' Pious Men may Grief” ſuſtain ? 
The Thoughts of endleſs Eaſe will cure their Pain, 3 
Patience, by Tryals will her ſelf approve 
A worthy Object of Almighty Love 3 Oo 
And big with Hopes of Immortality. O INN 
on Reign, for whom ſhe abt to Die. 


piercing Flames will ſeparate the Maſs 
Aut hs pure Ore diſtinguiſh from the Droſs ; 7 
So fierce Afflictions will our Soul refine, : hn? 1 2 a 5 } 


And leave che filthy Dregs of Sin behind, 

To make * Vertues i in fall Luſtre tine." — 14 ue 
The Soul thus bath'd-and: leanſed in her krete * 
Is deem'd a fir Companion for her God. : 
At the /aft Day ſhꝰ aſſumes the high Command, 

And trembling Nations at her Foot-ſtool ſtand. | 
From diſtant Quarters ſhall the People come 

At her Tribunal to receive their Doom: 

Thro' Endleſs Ages ſhall Meſſiah reign, | 

And She, _—_ ev” ry Age, bis Favourite remain. _ 


bart II. Oz __  HBtMN. 


= — of the 4 nenn wgbeß 18 erh. 
118. 16 
F Spe of io Key das 
is 4 right Scepter. (Pl. 45. 6 
be Voice of Foy and Haalib is in the pry of rhe Righ- 
22 — and ane na dnn Ahe elo of Ir 
118. 15 So Ho? 1130 L190 encl 9 

2 hath aſſerted che Title of his S5, and ſented his! 
Aubinted upon his boly Hill ef Fign. (Pf. 2.6); 13% TLC. >1 

Al bis Enemies = feel bis Hand; bis right Hand oak 
find out them ght bate hints (PL, 21. 8. ) ' 

But he hath 4 People the power of 55 Wok, this 
be may give them the Heritage ef the Heatben. (Pſ. 1 11.6.) 

' © The Works of bir Hands are Þetity and Judgment, end af 
bs Commandments are true: IV..) 
Tbey ſtand faſt for aver and ever and are done in Thich 14 x 
Equity. (V. 8.) 

He ſent Redemption 50 bis! ble; he hath e bs. 
Covenant for ever; Holy and Reverend is his Name. (V. 9.) 

O Death, he hath been thy Plague: O Grave, be hath been 
ty Deftruftion. (Hol. 13. 14.) | 

O Death, where is now thy Sting ? O Grave, where is thy 
Viftory? (x Cor. 15. 55.) 

Thanks be to I be hath ranſomed us from the Power of the 


Coogy pier "gr ki u, drr r ee 
; | 


| IV berefore 2 the Lord, ye Servants: O N the Name 
of ehe Lord. (Pſ. 113.1.) 
Bleſſed 1 the Name of the Lord from this time forth for 
t ver more. V 2.) a 

2 Name 1s praiſed the riſing up of Sun, 
unto , down ef * N V. * 
' The Lord is bigh above all the Heathen, and his Glory abe ve 
the Heavens. ( V. 4. ) 


L i ohe Lay 2 5 1.7 bb Mes De the 7 
ö 


We 
18 
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Pho is like unto the Eord au God, - that hath bis: dwelling fo 
bigh,and yer bum blerk pine ff be bebelu the Things that ave in 


— 


22 Iv 


I * 


* . 
. 4 
” L 1 . 


II. 


Hr 


be raiſed incorruptible. (1 Cor. 15. 52. 

For thu Corruptible muſt put UA Incorryption, and ths Mortal 
muſt put on Immortality. (Ve 53) 5. 

Why ſtarr ye at this, ye audacious Sinners? Why with- 
draw ye your Aſſent, ye Infidels and Apoſtates? 3 

Is Jeſiu and the Ræſurrectiom a New Doctrine? And muſt it, 
paſs for a ching credible with hour that God ſhould raiſe the * 
Dead ? (Acts 26. 8.) en and in n 1 

What can be difficukt to him, who hath meaſured the NA. 
tert in the Hollow of his Hand, and buth gathered the Nind in 
bis Fiſts, and mated out Heaven with a Span? (II. 40. 12. Prov. 
30. 4.) Li. SY 1 nec ne Bio! 

What can be difficult to him, who comprebended the Duſt 
of the Earth in a * and weigbed the Mountains in 
Scales, and the Hills in a Balance? (I. 40. 129 

My ſhallow Reaſon muſt truckle ro Omniporence, aid 
my Faith be derermin'd by the expreſs Words of Revela- 
rid 75290220 Ln enen | 
Ihm that my "Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at 
the latter Day pin the Earth; (Job 19.25.) 

And tho after my Skin, Worms deftrcy this Body; yet in. my 
Fleſh ſhall I ſee God. (Va) hue 

Whom I ſhall ſee for my ſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall b:hold, and 
nos another, hi my Reins be conſumed within me. (V. 27. 

The Lord is the portion of mine Inheritance, and of my Cup: 
He ſhall maintain my Lot. (PI 16. 6) _ 

The Lot is fallen unto me in a fair Ground: Tea, I have a 


goed/y Heritage. (V. 7.) 
I have ſet G:d always before me: For he ison my right Hand, 
therefcre I ſhall not fall. (V. 9.) © 
Therefcre my Heart was glad, and my Gloxy rejviced: my Fleſh 
4 ſo ſhalt reſt in H pe. (V. 10 
Part II. 04 Thou 
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' ' Thou ſbalt ſhew me the. Path of Life: In thy Preſence i the 
pang, 125 and at thy right Hand there is MC ons 

his & — I ſhall beheld 5 in Rig hreouſneſt; 5 when I 
17. % after 4 aaa , n = ated ___ it. 5 
17.1 5 M 8 


1 


PRAYER I. 


Rant, O Lord, that as Lam baptized. into the Death of 
' thy bleſſed Son my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo by co 
nual mortifying my corrupt Aﬀections, | 


ate n y be buried wich him; and char thro' 
the Grave and Gate of Death, I may paſs to a joyful Re. 
ſurrection, for his Merits, who died, and was buried, and 
role again for me, thy Son Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


PRATER u. 


Ala & God, who through thine _ begotten Sosa 


40 hriſt, haſt overcome Death, and opened unto 
Eafter-Day, us the Gate of everlaſting Life; I humbly be- 
ſeech thee, that as by * ſpecial Grace pre- 


venting me, chou doſt put into my Mind good Deſires; 
ſo by thy continual Help I may bring the ſame to good et- 
fect, thro? Jeſus Chriſt my. Lord, who liverh and reigneth 
with rhee, and the Holy — ever One God, World 
without End. Amen. , | 


» 94100 


CHAP. 


CHAP. : os 0 
FE the 4ſcenfon f _ 
Jon. 2&.Mo. oc. 8 5 . * 
—— 2 e wv 
MEDITATION, ge he 


* 


Repare thy ſelf, Omp Soul, for 2 Aids — 
. and form the moſt lofty Idea's of tho 
Grandeur and Magnificence uf thy Aſcending Lord., 
The next Step thou art to make, is, into the Palace of 
the Great God; and the Entertainment thou art to meet 
with, are the Vidories and Triumphs of his beloved Son, 
Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates, and be ge lifted\ pt 24 7. 
up, ye everlaſiing Doors, and the Ni of Glory | 
all come in v. "The. poor def] piled and. Oed Fei is the 
King of Glory, and 2 — of Heavens ſball  , kts 3; TY 
receive him till tbe Reftirution of all things . 
The moſt Exalted Region is the proper Receptacle! for 
this Triumpham Conqueror, and the Right Hand ef Cid is 
the Poſt of Honour due to his tranſcendent Merit. 37 En 
Oh! If che High who accuſed him of | Blaſphemy. at 
his Tryal, could but enter within the Vail, how would he be 
confounded at rhe Pomp of our Saviour's Inauguration, . 
and ſtartle at the fulfilling of that exploded - Saying, 
Henceforth ſhall ye ſee the b of Men Kuti u 26.64 
61 dhe "age Hand of. God, ? 7 
Is 
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Is this the Perſon, O ye ſtiff-necked Fews, whom ye tra- 
duc'd for A Decerver ; For Niehl — Rebellion, and 
r ? the Stone which 

re the Builders rejected, is become the Head of "the 
142 2.36. Corner *, Behold, 'God bas made this ſame Feſus, 
whom have deſptefuly uſed and murthered, 

— of all + ; and after his  Reſurrettion From the Dead, hath ſet 


bim at his own, righs hang in the heavenly Places; far aboveall 
dh, ana „en 


be, and Domini. 
1e 1. 40% on, and every Name that pt Aer, 
4 World, but alſo in that which is to come : And hath 


piif all "things under bis Feet, and gave him to be the Head 


over all ebings to the Church ||. 
The Humiliation of your "Saviour was the Fore- -runner 


of his Glory, and his; Wund, dcn von ſhall be his Tri- 
umph in Heaven. Wb = yon gave him on 
the "Croſs are ſo far from Wbeing g any Diſgraces, that they 


are — with this Human Body to Paradiſe, and 


= always preſt 2 to the Father, as the moſt moving 
Oratory, the m gent Argum ents, and the moſt ample 
Satisfaction for the Sins of the — World. 
- It is ridiculons to ſuppoſe, that the Chriſtian Diſpenſati 
on Was fimiſſid on xe Croſs : The moſt — Scene 
bre co ariſe afterwards, and the Office of an Advocate 


aud Inrerceſſor was to be perperuall 
Great High Prieſt and Repreſentative in Heaven: Hr 


+ 
hd. 5-54. * Hons, witch avon(s Sighre 
thing more ſubſtancial 3 — an 
the Preſence of God for ws *, 4. and bo: 
"Yo of hi Church. 
the ae es Barth are. undes ung 
d Diſtreſſes, and ſhould be eicher preſs'd their own 
Sins, or artack'd by Famine, Perſecution or Herefie, they 
have a potem Friend in a ſuperiour Gourt, an Advocate 


naeh uhr Ferber, Feſus Chriſt: the Righteow ; an Advocate to 


and Imayes: of ſome 


płend their Cauſe, and ſollicit their Intereſt; to intercede 


for the Aﬀicted at the Right Hand of God, and to pur. 
chaſe their Protection by the Oblation of his Blood. 
This is a Sgerifice, which is nor only anſwerable to our 


Needs, and equivalent to our Demerits; but is. generouſly 
1 prelented 


Bock V. 


amed, not only in tbn 


y diſcharged by our 
- Chriſt is not entred into the boly Plates made with 


to appear in 
2 — 


Difficulties 


ch. vu Of the A scenes. 211 
preſented for Lon Sins SN — 3 World, — es *. 
ways acceptable co Juſtice. 
WET: ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel : 1 10 of Glen ae are 
pathetical, its Addreſſes prevalent, i ar r ready, and 
its Vertue inexhauſtible;. 
Lord! Ler us * underralue (thy, Interceſſion, nor 
count the Blood of the Covenant an unholy t 2 
Let us druw nen to Vd wich a Aae pg. ebe. 
full Aſſurance of Faith“, and look up to, chat pow 
Mediator, who, having 4 ien Cenſer and much Rer. 0 
Incenſe given anto him, offirs it with the Prayers 
of all Saints upon the. 5 Altar, before the Throne of God . 
We are ambitious 25 forward enough upbn other Oe. 
caſions, and why ſhould we be ſo daſtardiy and mean, a8 
not to aſcend with our Lord, and triumph in the . 
of Chriſtianiry ? Elevation 'of Thought, and Abborrer 
of Sin, Contemplation of Heaven, and Contempt of Ear 
are the moſt ke wp? * of > fk Feſtival of the” 
Aſcenſion. -If ye de with C c rhoſe | 
things which are above {aries Chriſt fit | x5, 1 105 0 
right hand of God 1. Our Tora. is Wecken 7. and our 
Concerns are removed wick him; and "why ſhould our 
\ffections be on Earth, when our Treaſure is in — 
Why ſhould we rrifle aw N gur time with Brutes and 
lufidels, when we may have Admittance to God, and be 
bee, ebe Angel, LAN ore, let Jour, - 
Prayers be ſet forth as the Incenſe, and the Bf af Jr | 
Hands be an Evenin Hex rc — or: MEE? of 
Souls keep pace with the Paſtures of your Bodies, an 
i your Teal wn 12 501 be towards oy Manor 
of Glory, which your Saviour has ea: iurift 
in expectance of his Church, N 5 


1 
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4 nl npen the Forty ſeven, P$atm 


Q Clap your Hands, your tuneful Voices raiſe; 
And ſhour to God in endleſs Hymns of Praiſe, 
To future Times this Feſtival record, 

And fing the Triumphs of your conqu' ring Lord, 4 
Great is Jehovah's Name, ſublime his Pow'r; 


And: diſtaar Nations ſhall L bis Truth adore, 


Th' inſuking. Et ſtrikes at nugcence, 
And vaunts his 1 againſt nipotence: 
But the great God, Balls of Light ning harls, | 
And ſpeaks in Thunder 20 the l. wer Worlds, 
Will che proud Malice of his Foes prebent; 
And not an Arrow from their Quiver ſent, 


Shall reach the J uſt, or wound the InReear, 


To Facob's Sons he, gave th knhetirance, 
And fi d in hoody Land: their Reſidence, 


NA Le Moſt effi«þ choſe bis firſt Abode, 
Aud it their Kindred to ch Incarnate God. 


But now from Sian; Hi U our King aſcends ; ; 
Ihe Clouds are parted, and the Heaven bends. 

e ſhouring Angels line the glitt ting Way, 
And ſprightly Trumpets ſound the pompous Joy. 


O ler your Harps with Heay'nly Muſic join, 
And all * Harmonious Sons of Art combine. 
Again, again, your tuneful Voices raiſe; 
Repeat, repeat your awful Monarch's Praiſe ; q 
Proclaim his Glory in triumphant Lays. 
Let the wide Globe with Acclamations ring; 
Les ev cy ranſom'd Tongue the Victor ſing; : 
And all the Princes bow to Fudab's King, 
HTMN 
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ET AN N 1. 
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ET Ged. 1 and hy bis Enemies be ſeattered : Let > ff 
alſo that hate him, flee before him. ( . 68. 1.) 
- Bus let the Righteous: be 47 and rejoice before bim: Let 
hem a ſo be merry and joyful. (V. 3. 
| " is a Father of the ! Farherleſs, and defendesb the Cauſe of 
the Widows : even God in his holy Habitation., (V. 5) 

Haſt thou not known ? Haſt thou not heard, has the Boer. 
lating God , the Lord, the Creator of 5 Ends of the . 
N non, neither it weary ? (Iſ. 40,2 

e giveth Power to the Faint: . to Jeu that beve 0 
2 be, he increaſeth Strength. (V. 29.) 

e 1s the God that maketh Men to be of one Mind in an 
Houſe, and bringeth the Priſoners out of Captivity, and letteth - 
the Runagates continue in Scarceneſs. (Pl. 68.6.) 

O God, when thou wenteſt forth * the People, when thou 
wenteſt through the Wilderneſs; (V. 7.) 

The Earth ſhook, and the Heavens dropped at the Rete 
of Cad; even as Sinai alſo was moved as Molar a * — 
who is the Golf reel 4 £4 * oe 

The Lord is ſtill King, and hath put en 
The Lord hath put on bis Apparel, and gr 75 
Might, (Pl. 93. 1.) 

He hath gone up on "big b, and bath" led Coprivig hag 
go Gifts for Mom (PC. 68. 18.) 5 

He it our God, even the God of whom cometh. Salvation : " God 
is the Lord, by whom we  eſeape Death. (V. 25.) 

He hath not the round World fo ſure, that i it cannot bem * 
ved. (Pl. 93. 2 
Ever ſince the old began, bath thy Fear been prepared; Theu 
art from Everlaſting. (V. 3.) 

The Floods are riſen; O Lord, the Bloods have lift vp their 
Voice, the Floods lift up their 2 (V. 4.) 

The Waves of the Sea are Mighty, and rage horribly ; And 
yet the Lord, who dweleth on high, is mig 


btier. (V. 5.) 


4 


_ "244 


Nv" dect Il. Book 
- Thy Teſtimonies, O Lord, are very true : — becometi 
ine Houſe for ever. (V. 6.) FIRE 


ee 1. 


gere um 1 to 26% 

\Detlave * Henour te tþ Base, hd his Winder unt, 
. &E. People. 
| 107 hs Lord: Yi; Great," and * Ay, be pratſed: R i 

to be feared than 41 Gods. V. 

xy for 25 the Gedi of the Heat 7 7 are but Idol: 3 but 
it ir the Lord that made the Heavens : 

Glory and Wa ure N him ; N an Honour d In 


Bic Sanctuary. 


Aſcribe unto the Lord, O ye . Earth : Ar 
"dh the Lord Worſhip and Power. (V. 7. 
o, Worſhip the Lord * the Beauty of. Helineſt : Les the 
whole Earth ſtand in awe of him. (V. 8.) 

"Tell it ont ameng the Heathen, that the Lord 8 MR 0 
bow . be ſhall judge the People rig Wee e, (V. 2) ).. 
God is gone he Place prepared for 3 


1 
e pure G2 . Bar tr ſer upon bis Head. (Pl. 21.4. 1er. bra 


Let the . . at the Entrance of their King: 
Let the Earth be ot an let the Sea * 4 Noiſe, and al 
that therein is. 1 ts 11.) 

Let the Field be [ * all that.n in Pp Then foal the 
rj Wood r dir Lord. o 12.) 1 . 

F Galilee, why ſtand. ye ga up into Heaven 
vel Infdets acts 20d polar, confeſs che 270 8 your God. 
. 

Ti. Na Jeſul, whit bs taken up from you, fat come in like 
manner, as ye have ſeen bim ga into Heaven. (Ibid) 

Hie tomerh, be cometh to --F the -Eatth, and with Righte- 
5 to judge * . A the e with his Truth. (pf. 


v v4 4% Ui hk 
bew V. (IX die $84. Je 
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P RAT E R I. 


Rant, I deſeech cher, Almighty God, thad like as I ds 
G ant, 1doſ only 5 Sen, my Lord Aenne 
Jeſus Chriſt to have aſcended into the Heavens; 
io my ad i Heart and ind ttittrer afrend ant with 
him continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth with Thee, 
and the A * one . World wine _ * 


PRATEE II. 


Lord, the only begetteh Son jeſu Chriſt; O Lord 
God, Lamb of. God, Son, of the Father, — 
thiat takeſt away the Sins of the World, have. | 

Mercy upon me. chat takeſt away the Sins of the 
World, hare Mercy . = * — that takeſt away the 
Sins of Ne World, rece Prayer, Thou RENE at the 
right Hand: 'of God the Bu Gr bade lerer n me. For 
thou on 5 — SES 15 „ Thou only; 
O Chri 1 the Ghoſt, art moſt Tk! in the on 
17 58 See Father. | 
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CH A ß. VI. 
e ſending the Holy Ghoſt: 


2 + ? Too 


u. 
* * 


But the Comforter, which # 'the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father 
will ſend in my Name, He ſhall toach you all things. 
* #5 a 4 "al © Y 


> MEDITATION: 


* 
— 
» 


: Barth, and # recerved ap inte Glory, and the Man- 
41 ions of Bliſs e e his * moſt 
aſtoniſhing Appearance, at the ſinal ReſurreRon Judę 
ment. But let not thy Heart be troubled, or thy Faith weck 
ar this ſudden and uncomfortable Departure: For thou an 
Hill under the; ſame Omnipotent Government, Thou ar. 
ſtill conducted and influene'd by the Deiry, in all thy Spi- 
ritual ents, and haſt a Subjects Right to the Pro- 
tection of thy Heavenly Monarch: It A expedient for you 
(ſays our Saviour) that TP away : For if I go not away, the 
nr Comforter will not come unto you : But if 1 
Aepart, I will ſend him unto you}: Upon my 
Inveſtiture in Glory, I will apply my ſelf ro my Father; 
and By pleading my . Conqueſt, obtain this Ineſtimable 
Bleſſing of a Comforter, ro my diſconſolate Church. 

A Bleffing indeed ir is, to which we owe the Eſtabliſh- 
ment and Propagation of Chriſtianity : The Gift of Tongues, 
and the Working of Miracles ; the Revelation of Truth, and 
Vanquiſhing of Error: 

2411 
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Ch. VI Of the M Gel. 117 
Theſs extrairdinary Operations of the Spirit, were more 
immediately neceſſary for che firſt Planters of che Goſpel ; 
bur che Hffects of chem redbund 20 Ur, and their Fruits 
will be perperually reap'd® by alli the ſucceeding Generati- 
ons of che Church! For we, being advanced upon the 
Shoulders of Apofties and Martyrs, have a more boundleſs 
Proſpect for the Butertainment of our Faith and Hope, and 
may ſteer our Attions through this tumultudous World, hy 
— Direchens twanſmitted to us from our inſpir'd An- 
QRgs, - af WE Wi 4 0 
What then, though the miraculous Power from on High 
hat in ſome meaſure left me, and Sigh; and Wonders were 
thiefly: confin'dao the Firſt Ages of che Church ?- The” Cond. 
furtor which is thee Hely Ghoſt, ſhall abide with me always. His 
Office is ſtandiug and perperual in che Chriſtian Church, 
and his Aſſiſtance ſhall be adapted and proportion d to 
EHmergenci es D107. 22.4 21 60.2 
As often as I am preſſed in the Days of my Pilgrimage 
here, and am apt to fink and deſpond under the-Infirmities 
and Cotruptions of Human Nature, I am ſtrengthen d and 
ſupported by Divine Aids, and the Holy Ghoſt is my Friend, 
— Gaida, my Sanfifitr, and in ſome (ence my Advot ase 
tl the Father; and He has graciouſly promis d ro lead 
mo into 41 Truch, as well as to preferve me from Sin and 
When my Prayers want Admiſſion to Heaven, and my 
own' Unworthineſs makes me afraid to apptoach the God 
of Pariry; Ibe he prepares the Sacrifice, and hints to 
me the Way aud Method for its Acceptance; The Spirit 
relieves my natural Diffidence, and helps my Iu- „ m 9. 26. 
firmities; and mulpt Inverceſſion for me, with Groan- . . 
ing which cannot bd uttered f. | 6.5 $39 
If my Underſtanding be darkned andclouded with Error, 
and my Judgment ſhould: not always make a due Qiſtinc- 
tion between Good aud Evll; Fe irradiates and enli ghtens 
my Soul, He new - places the Object, and directs the Fa» 
culty, and by ſome ſecret Suggeſtions opens a pe 115.163 
mine Eyes, that they behold the wondrous things of | 


the Law of God - 


Part II. Pp Is 


218 The Devout Soul. Book V. 


If my Vibe diſtorted from her firſt Rectitude, and 
turn'd off from her Biaſs, by a propenfiry to Sin, and the 
Alturements of Senſe; He ſtreightens her crooked Cour. 
+ bil 2 73. ſes, reforms her Irregularities, and works in me 
both to Will and to Do ſ᷑ that which may be ac- 
ceptable in the Sight of my Heavenly Father,. | 

f my Aﬀe&iins are turbulent and rebellious, and the 
Law im my Members warreth againſt the Law in my Mind; 
1Gat. f. 16, He curbs the Inſolence, and quells the Muriny, 
and reaches me, how to walk in the Spirit, that 
I] may mot fulfil the Lufts of the Fleſb ||, | 

If my. Faith ſhould ſtagger, my Patience-flag, or my Hope 
be diſmayed; He animates and enlivens my grovelling 
and daſtard y Spirits, and encourages me to Perſeverance, 
by the glorious Proſpect of a future Immortality. 5 
' Behold, therefore, the Goodneſi of God in the Protection of 
his Church! Behold rhe extenſive Love of our Saviour, in 
ſending and continuing tbe Comtiforter amongſt Us ! What 
grat Adorations ſhould we pay to this Eternal — 

? 


. grate 

who renews and regenerates. the diſobedient Sons of 

Who ſan&ifies and preſerves the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity? 
Who illuminates the Blind, ſtrengthens the Weak, ſupports 
the. Strong, quickens the Sluggiſh; relieves the Oppreſſed, 
and co operates with us all in the ſeveral Inſtances of our 
Duty? Certainly we ſhould nevey grieve the Holy Spirit, ne- 
ver ſtop his ſacred Impulſe, nor ſrifle any of his Operati- 
ons on the Heart. Certainly we ſhould give a dutiful At 
tention to his ſecret Whiſpers and Suggeſtions, and receive 
with Thankfulneſs the Repepurion and Importunity of his 
Addreſſes, We ſhould continue in his Grace, defend bis 
Divine Perſonality, pray for. a plentiful Effuſion of his In- 
fluence upon our Hearts, and uſe thoſe Talents, to his Ho- 
nour and Service, which He hath already lent us, in hum- 
ble Expectation, that his Goodneſs will augment their 
Number, and ſhortly c:mplear the Happineſs of the EleR, 
in bis Eternal and Everlaſting Glory. ; 631 
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I. 
() Thou propitious Paracle! 4 REO” NY GR 
Who Man's Redemption didſt cortileaf, abs or thus 


1 . . 43 1 112 16 Hs I 4 
And ſtill to Man doſt Aid afford rler 5 
Is ec 1242 1. 1 | 


4+ FY © J\ ia . Kg eV 
" 11 114299 931 Lau 
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pi aging 1. L 
Whilſt I to Thee addreſs. my Seng. 4 
And venture on thy boündlels Prat Fer; , ba Aol 1 
Be pleas d to guide my fault ring Tongue, 


? 
. * * * 
a * 1 fn © 47 Fre { 
3 bo Ns Lid „% wand „ T s 


And elevate my humble Las. 


| 111. 
When the Almighty God declar d,. 1 
This ſpacious Fabric of a Hh,Wmt 
From barren Nothing ſhould be rear d. 
And round its infant Ax# hurl' d; = 


IV. 


Thy brooding and prolific Wings 8 
On medly Chaos far at firſt, 


To batch the Seeds of futurs Things; * * 
And fix the Vital Stamp on Duſt. 


„ is 2 
Twas Thou, che Holy Prephet's Breaſ 

Wich ſacred Extaſſe didſt fill; al < 

And mad'ſt unerxing Tongues confeſs 
The latent Counfels of thy Will. 45724 


VI. | 
(rept David's Soul thou didſt inſpire, 
hen the melodious Harp he ſtrung ; 


Part Il. p 2 Thou 


220 The Deyous, Su. 
Thou didft ſupply the Poet's Fire, 
And fir the Numbers of his Song. 


For you, the meaner Sons of 8 


To torture your unteeming Brain. 


vin. 
Great Guardian of my Sevour's 


1 


Who doſt her faithful Sons. ſecure; 


4 er: a 
1 Ne 6 91 
Who doſt maintain the Seryvants Cauſe, UN EE 


And the declining Maſter's Pow'r ! 
I 11 
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1 IT S i VII. 4 1711 144177 
And when no Thoughts Thou wilt impart, 
Ye Wretched Rhimers, tis in vainc 


FO nns 291 C5 1 
Thou art of Learning's Stores poſſeſt, __ 


And doſt thy Varions Gifts impart 
T” inſpire the ſacred Paſtor's Breaſt, 
And the dull ſtupid Flock convert. 


-- = 1 

Into the pious Martyrs Mind. 
What rapr'rous Joy doſt. e 1707 
When to the Burning Stake conſin d, 
He triumphs in the midſt of Fire? 


X . pe! 
Thou mak'ſt the tim'rous Virgins dare 
Boldly reſign their Holy Breath ; 


Virgins, whoſe fofter Natures, fear 
The rude Alarms of ghaſtly Death. 


XII. 
Ev'n Theſe, (the foremoſt in the Lift of Fame; 
When Thou, Heav'n's Glories doſt diſplay, 
Have claſp'd and hugg'd the Friendly Flame 
Which bore their ſtruggling Life away, 


XIII. O 


* _ | Oo the yaa 241 


ole a XIII. . 1 = £4 * "ct 
O Bleſſed Spirit Whether! «m1 0 
By ing' ring Pains muſt end my Days, ++ < ro 
Or by ſome —_ Stroke muſt die, | de 


nv. (0.2% 
Thro' all the frighrful Paths of Death, = N 
Aid me with th; reviving Grace; A. enced al 
And when I quit this mortal Earth, © Ps: 
Tranſplant me to a berer Place. e 


HYMN, 1. 


g unto the Lord, O ye Mighty, bring young Ram 
b re Aferibe unto the Lord Wir ip and e 
(Pſ. 29 1 
2 the Lord the Honour due unto bis Name: Wot the 
Lud with Holy Firſbip. (V. 2.) 

It is the Lord that commandeth the Waters : It is 'the' glo- 
row Sud that meketh the Thunder, (V. 3.) 

It 5s the Lord that ruleth the Sea: The Voice of the Loni 
is mighty in Operation; The Voice of the Lord 1 4 Clerious 
Voice. (V. 4.) 

The Voice of the Lord breaketh the. Cedar Trees ; yea, the 
Lord breaketh the Cedars of Libamm. (V. 5.) 

The Voice of tbe. Lord divideth the Flames ef | Fire : The 


Voice of the Lord ſhaketh N 4, the Lord 
bete 5 A. 


BY 


ef Cades. (V. 7 
above Cs and the Lind remain. 
eth a Ning for ever. {V. 10.) 

Bur in theſe latter Days He bach poured our his Spiris upon 
al Hach; and Jews and Preſelytes have ſpoken in various 
Tongues, the wonderful Works of Gad. (Acts 2. 1 1.) 


Far II. P3 _ 


212 The Devout- Soul. Book V. 


Tur Sons and your Daughters propheſie ; your Old Men 
dream Dreams, your Toung Men ſee Viſions. (Joel 2. 2-28.) * 
0, how great is the Lord in the Manifeſtation of his WII 
dom > How benef erat in the erate of Spirit 
al Gifts? 0 
O Gad, according to 705 Nome, fo —_ Praiſe unte the 
World's End : Thy Right * is full of . Righteouſneſs. (PL. 
48.9.) 

Let the Mount Sion a pede end, — the 3 Judab be 
2 becauſe of thy Jud gments. (V. 10.) 

Welk about Sion, and & 1 about ler, and tell rhe Les. 
es thereof. (V. 11.) 

Mark well her Bulwarks, 2 up ber Houſes, chas ye may tel 
them that come after. (V.12 


- For this God is our God for ever and ever; be you. be our 
Guide unto Death, (V. 13. 


* 12 u ll. 


515 N 88 I 
come exceeding glorious, ug art clothed wi th Majeſty and 
Nn PI. 1044): 
| r Pp we 2 angels Spirits, and thy Miniſters 4 flaming 
Fire- (V. 4.) 
As for me, I wil be valking of thy Worſhip, thy Glory” 15 
Pr aiſe, and wond'rous Works (P. 105. 5.) 
So that Men ſhall fpeak * the Might of thy marvellous 405 
and I will aiſe tell of thy Greatneſi, (V. 6.) 
Iwill magnifie ther, Q God my King, and * will raj 5 
Name for ever and ever. 456 1 )) 
Every Day will I give "Thanks unto. e, and praiſe, th 
Nane for ever and ever. (V. 2.) 
8 art Great, O Lard, and r , worrly 7 b 
&:/ed ; there it we of thy Grear (V-3 
* The Memorial of oy abundant. A ſhall be ſrened, 
* 0 Men ſpall. ſing ef thy — . 
All thy Works praiſe thee, 0 Rn or bag Cages Hive 
Yank unto thee. (V. 10.) C 


- "1 iy They 
þ4 * 
A 3 5 


„ «<-” 


ch VI. Of the H. Ghoſt. 123 


They ſhew the Glory of thy Kingdom, and talk of thy Power. 
2) AASA Sa | 
9115 thy Power, thy Glory, and Mightineſs of thy Kingdom 
might be known unto Men. (V. 12.) | 
The Lord upholdeth all ſuch as fall, and lifteth up all theſe 
that ave down. (V. 14.) . ; 
The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, yea, «ll 


ſuch as call upon him faithfully. (V. 18.) 


He will fulfil the Deſire of them that fear him, he alſo will 
hear their Cry, and will help them (V. 19) C 
The Lord preſerveth all them that love him, but ſcattereth 
abroad all the Ungodly. (V. 20.) | 
My Mouth ſhall peak the Praiſe of the Lord, and let all 
4 pe Thanks ante his holy Name, for ever and ever. 
„24. J anal 1 1 279 
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r rk ATEN I. 


on, _ _ reach the Hearts of thy sse Peo- 
e, by the ſending to them the Light o | : 
thy Holy Spirit; Grant me, by . W 
Spirit, to have a right Judgment in all Things, and e- 
vermore to rejoice in his Holy Comfort, thro' the Me- 
rits of Chriſt Jeſu my Saviour, who liveth and reign- 
eth with Thee, in the Unit) of the ſame Spirit, One 
God, World without End. Amen. . 


- * . N 
* £ 


PRATER II. 


O Almighty Lord, and Everlaſting God, vouchſafe, I 
beſeech rhee, to direct, ſanctiſie, and go- 

vern both my Heart and Body in che Ways of 

thy Laws, and in the Works of thy Commandments, that 

thro thy moſt mighty Protection both here and ever, I 

may be ay er in Body and Soul, thro' my Lord and Sa- 

viour Jeſus Chrift, Amen, 
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CHAP. 1 
of DEATH. 


ECCL 4. 


1 praiſe the Dead which aro already dead, more thaw the Living 
CI. 6 AE 0 


MEDITATION. 


Mar unte Men once to die, is the 
Voice of Nayure as well as Revelation ; Experi- 
ence confirms the Aſſertion, and every Day 

Ubrißgs in freſh Evidence for the Truth of it. Our 


Friends and Relations are ſad Memente's of 8 


cu l. DT ag 


and the Departure of every Neighbour is a ſhocking Ad- 
monition of Our own Fare. The Feet of them »atss.9. 
which have buried the Hashand, may be at the door 
to carry out the Wife alſo * ; and the ſurviving Orphans, by 
the Courſe of Nature, may ſoen follow the Funeral 
their Parents. For the Curſe of Death is extended to 
all, and no Man can dock the Entail, or indent with his 
Executioner: No ſecret. Articles are to be made in favour 
of Youth or Beaury; no Propoſals are to be hearken'd to 
from Wealth or Power. bra 
Could Wiſdom and Learning have warded off the 
Stroke, rhe Favourites of God, and the Sages of Anti- 
uiry had been our of danger. Could Chariots and Hor. 
Valour or Arms have made a ſtand againſt the E. 
nemy, the moſt Celebrated Heroes and Emperors would 
have been on the Defenſive, and not have tamel) it- 
red thoſe Dominions which they had acquired wich 
the Expence of ſo much Blood and Treaſure... ; 
But alas! Theſe rattling Names, which have made 
ſuch a Difturbance in the World, are now thrown into 
Oblivion ; and your Men of Learning and Character, 
of Reach and Prognoſtication, have taken but a Turn 
upon the Stage, and ſo made their Exit. . 
Conſid er, many Phyficians are dead, that uſed to 
value themſelves upon the Cure of their Patients F ! How 
many Aſtrologers have ſubmitted ro Fate, who thought 


chemſelves great Men, foretelling the Death of O. 


rhers ? How many Philoſophers have gone the Way of 
all Fleſh after their Learned Diſpures of Immortality? 
How many Field-Worthies, who have knock d ſo 

Mens Brains out; and how many Tyrants, who have 
manag'd the Power of Life and Death / with the urmoſt 
Pride and Rigour, have been cut off by ſome inconſide - 
rable Accident, and dy d as contemptibly as any- off 
their Vaſſals? Hippocrates +, who cur'd ſo many Diſea- 
ſes, was not able ro recover himſelf: The Chaldeans, who 
foretold other Peoples Deſtiny, at laſt met with their 
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own. Alexander, Pompey, and Julius Ceſar, who had de. 
0 many Towns, and cut off ſo many Thou: 
ſands in the Field, were forced at laſt to march off 
themſelves. £0 " . 
If, therefore, the Condition of us all muſt be the 
ſame, let us ſee whether there is any difference in 
the Management of our Mortality, and what Conſo'a. 
tions can be produc'd for the alleviating a miſerable 
1 Arguments are to balance an unavoidable 
eath. e e 

Philoſophy has been very officions in this Affair: 
She has prepar'd her Medicines for ever, Diſeaſe, 
and offer'd her Aſſiſtance upon all Emergencies : But 
5 only is the Univerſal and moſt infallible 

ure. 8 ] 

. Chriſtianity brings forth ber eaſons, and Faith 
wreſts — 5 from the Handl. * Tyrant. 0 
* of 13.15. Death, 1 will be thy Plagues ; O Grave, I vil 
T be thy ' Deſtruftion . The Curle is turned in- 
ro a Bleſſing, the Tears are _ off from the Cheeks 
of the Mourners, and the Oi of Foy perfumes the Garment 
of Heavineſs. | . | ; | * a 

Reaſon will furniſh us with many powerful Argu- 
ments againſt the Evil of Death, the Fear of a Diſſo- 
lution, and an immoderate Grief for our Departed 
Friends; and will eaſily ſnew us the Neceſſity of ſub- 
mitting to what is unavoidable, and bearing with 
Patience what may be only inflicted for a few Hours 
or Days: But theſe are Arguments of an inferiour Claſs; 
They are calculated only for our Quiet in this World, and 
tend rather to ſooth and compoſe the Body for a time, than 
to fortiſie and ſupport the Soul to all Eternity. 46 
Such Conſiderations put Sorrow under ſome Confine- 
ment, and make room for more powerful Preſcriptions 9 
But they cannot operate by themſelves, nor by any inhe- 
rent Vertue of their own, remove the grand Cauſe of our 

internal Diſorders. An b indeed, is made to 

the Violence and Impetuouſneſs of the Stream; and the 
Waters are pent back, and kept from overflowing the low 
Countries; But they ſtill rage and ſtorm under their Con- 
ſtraint, and want a new Channel to be open'd for theit 

15 ſpeedy 


7 . ROS, 2. 
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ſpeedy and effectual Diſcharge another way. This is the 
Work of a more skilful Hand; this is the Province of 3 
more exalred Power: Aſſiſtance muſt be ferch'd from a 
diviner Philoſophy than Stoiciſm, and Precepts copy'd from 
greater Authors tha Seneca and Epictetus. 

He chat tells me, I muſt dye, for no other reaſon, but be- 

eauſe it is ſo decreed; or, that I cannot poſſibly live, becauſe 
am form'd of Corruption and Rottenneſs, does but make me 
look with Contempt upon my Original, or perhaps leads 
me into ſome of the extravagant Curſes of Fob a- 
gainſt the Day wherein I was born, and the Night „ 2 27 
in which it was ſaid, A Man-Child was conceived * : 
Bur he who can convince me, that to dye is to live, and to 
ſuffer is to triumph; that to be vanquiſh'd is to conquer, and 
to loſe this World is to gain Eternity; This, This Man has 
the Command of my Reaſon and Paſſions at the ſame 
time; and I am preſently melted into Reſignation and Q- 
bedience to his inſpir'd and ſeraphical Lectures; I have 
longed for ſuch a Guide in this rumultuous and ſtormy 
World, and I am reſolv'd to fix my Reſt, and take up my 
Abode with him, and to be govern'd abſolutely by his Di- 
rections for the Remainder of my Days. I have been Ha- 
tigu'd and perplexed enough upon Earth, rov'd up and 
down in queſt of Eaſe, and travell'd from Countrey to 
Countrey for a more wholſome Air, and then chang'd my 
Habitation again for the Advantages of Traffick, and the 
better Conveniencies of living : But now I ſee the Port 
where I would land; and the Turmoils of my former 
Life can have no Admiſſion to me, when I am lifred ſafely 
on the Shore: The Haven is commodious to winter in, and 
the Veſſel ſhall no more be inſulted by Winds and Tem- 
2 "gg be in any future Danger of Foundring ot Ship- 
wreck | W | 
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ö 7 8 by | 19 l 
"qi ae Our cies do 401 185 ? 1 0 hy 
at Shrieks are thoſe aun e 98 
As if this ſpacious Ball 0 I 
Were lab' ring in Deſpair, 
And haſt'ning to its er Pine? 
Say, What ſhould be the mouruful Cauſe 
Of cloudy Looks, dejected Eyes? 
Of hollow Groans, and murm'ring Sigbs? | 
What! Do we Others, or Our. ſelves bemoan, | 
Or are we of the Tyrant Death afraid? | 
Wbate'er's ordain'd by Nature's Laws, 
Muſt ſurely be by all obey dd, | 
And. many ** muſt unto Duſt retum. 


II. 


The Proudet Monarch's not too high, 
Or yet too great to die; N 
Nor is the meaneſt Slave : 

Too Low and Humble for his Grave, 

Impartial Dearh alike extends 

Her boundleſs Empire over all; a 

Alike her cruel Triumph ends | | 
Bock is the Maſter and the Servants Fall. 


III. 


She helps the Wrerch who can no longer bear 
The heavy Load of black Deſpair, 

And in his Bloom ſhe nips the flurr'ring Heir, 

Whoſe ſanguine Hopes rely'd on many Years, 

Tenjoy the Products of his Father's 

She's — brib'd by all the Miſer's Bags, 
Nor frighred by the Poor Man's Rags. Could R 


Could Buffs, or Goa op any Sacriſioe | 

Her hungry ſulfics 3» zn | 

Could India's or Hua s Gifts atone, '© 1 | 

Or Subject: Lives excuſe thein O m: q | | 
What mighty Sums would Tyrants give? 

How faſt ſhould Orhbers. die that They-might'live 3 | 

ein! YT Dunn. | 


„ich | IV. e 
Since we muſt chen reſign our Breath 
To th' cold Embraces of relentleſs Death; 
And ev'ry Eye which ſees the Light, 
Shall ſoon be clos'd in everlaſting Nigbr: | 
Since all th Enjovments-which this World: affords, 
(The noifie Pomp, the glitt ring Pow'r, 
And envy'd Wealth's unfathomable Store,) 
Shall quickly change their ſhore-liv'd Lords; 
Why ſhould our anxious Thoughts be ſo intent 
On Laing Joys but fur a Moment lent ? 
Why ſhould we make this great'ado 
Io prop declimag Strengtlj, 
And ſtretch the Span of Life beyond its Length, N&N 
Unleſs we would prolong our Days x' augment our Woe 7- 
V. | F | 3 
Death's a ſure Refuge to the Soul diſtreſt, 
Her only Paſſage to Eternal Reſt; 
The bleft Ehſium, and ſecure Retreat 
From all the Malice of the Great; 
The End of all Unhappineſs; 
The kind Conductreſs to 1 Saints in Bliſs: 
She caſts the ſubtil Stateſman down, 
And pulls off the Uſurping Tyrant's Crown. 
She frees poor Lazarw from all his Harms, 
And lays him in his Father Abrbam's Arms. 
She knocks the Shackles from the weary'd Slave, 
And makes him equal the proud Monarch in the Grave. 


3 1 
Let tim'rous Fools who dread to dye, 
Ler'em, Oh! ler 'em all for me, 
Run thro' the tedious Rounds of Miſery : 


129 
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a 1 their diſmal Cron. A bu 
(Poor paſſive Wretches to live on!) - 1214 
Under the Torrures of the Gout and Crone, dil blyg) 
See how the raging Faber ret n 
And ſpreads her pois'nous: eats F U 
Thro? all the winding Veins: Wo * it vob 
The killing Peſtilence renews her Threars, 
And craving drops raves with Thirſt, 
Altho' the bloated Monſters burſt? 172 
Yer wrercheg, Man will alwayy die, m4 . 03 47 of 
Will always labour for a Cure; 455 1's if 
And under the Phyfician's Hands b add gg? 
Ten ac Da in Poon ro Live, ig Seit 


| VII. Yon | T4T } | wa al, 

Welcoane, thrice —.— Hapry Death!  liae 
How readily I give thee back my Breath? bers l 
How gladly do I quit this mortal Stage, 1: 12957 al) 


And — the Troubles of a wicked Age; a 


Tranſporred with the Thoughts, my Work is done, 
My Part well acted, and I ſhall be gone 0; 2 viir : ul bak 
Nor would 1 willingly renew my Pain, 4 Yor le 
Buy running back my Race again; 
Or beg of rigid Fate to have 
One Momenr's Reſpir from the Grave: 
The Hopes alone of-what's ro come, - ic} 
Can make the FRET of weary Lads go down. 
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x bs according to thy Ability ds do good unto thy PAP 
give the Lord 5 due Offering. (Ecclus. 14. 11.) 
Render that Death will not be long in coming, and that the 


M 


Covenant of the Grave is not ſhewed unto thee. (V. 12). 
Do good unto thy Friend before thou die, and according to thy 


Abilit) ſtretch out 27 hand, and give to him. (V. 13) 


Give, and take, and_ſeuftifie thy Soul : for there A no ſecking 
of Dainties in the Grave. (V. 16.) | 
Defraud not thy ſelf of the . Dy. and let nor the Part of 
a good Defire over-paſe thee 14.) 

Shalt not thou leave thy Travels unto another ? And thy La- 
bour to be divided by Lot ? ih os © apo 

" All Fleſh waxeth old as a Garment : For el + Covenant from 
the 4 it, Thou ſhalt die the Death. (V. 17.) 

Fear not the Sentence of Death, neither be ſtartled at the 
grim Looks of thy Executioner. (C. 41. 3.) 
Remember them that have been before thee, and that come 
after : For this is the Sentence of the Lord over all Fleſh. (Ibid.) 

He which is Lord over all, ſhall fear no Man's Perſon, neither 


ſhall he ſtand in awe of any Man's Greatneſs. (Wild. 6.7.) 


For he hath made the Small and the Great, the Rich and = 
Poor, and careth for all alike. (Ibid.) 

If there be any Diftinction, the Indigent ſhall have the 
Pre-eminence, and the Weak have moſt ample Promiſes of 
Protection. 1 7 n 2 1 

For Mercy will ſoon pardon the Meane ut mighty Men 
ſhall be mightily tormented. (WIE 6.6.) 


HYMN 


ear * x 


Shall go to the Gates of the Grave : I am deprived of the Res 


fidue of 4 Tears. (If. 30. 10.) 
Mine 2 and removed from me as a Shepherd's 


Tent, Tod bold Mex no more with the Dabalit . of 
11.12. 


e wit F with Sichn from Di even 
u wilt eut me off wit pining, ickneſs, to 
Night wilt thou una le an end of 955 * 
As a Lion, ſo wilt A cp ep. all . 1 7 ; from Day even to 
Ni, be wilt thou mae an end of me, [V. 13.) 
ihe as a Crane, or a Swallow, ſo dd I charter: I did mary 


4 a_ Dove. (V. 14) 

Mine Eyes 2 Mp lo hing upnard : ry 0 Lord, I am preſſes, 
undertake for me. bid . 

0 Death, how bitter is the DET IAA of thee to a Man 
that liveth as reſt in bis Poſſeſſon, unto the Man that hath no- 
thing tovex him (Ecclus. FT9 
Death, how. bitter is the Remembrance of thee to he Mar 
that hath proſperity.in all things, yea, unto him that is pet able 


#0 receive Meat { bid.) 
O Deazh,. acceptable is thy Sentence unto the Needy, Seng 
Dim whoſe Serengthfeilerks | (V. 3.) 
= vy 222. able is thy Sentence unto him that is now in 
is vexed mith all things ; and to him that de. 
pod, — hath loſt Patience ! (Tbid. 

And why art thou againſt the Pledſureof the Moſt High? And 
how canſt thou contradict the Deciſions of Fate? 1 4 N 
There is no Inquiſition in the Grave, whether thou haſt lived 

ten, or an hundred, or a thouſand Teert.. (Tbid ) 
As the green Leaves on a thick, Tree, ſome fall and ſome go 
ſo is the Generatien of Fleſh and Blocd, one cometh to an = 
and another is born. (Ecclus. 14 18.) 
They ſhall build Houſes, but — inhabit them ; and ſhall plant 
Vineyards, and not drink the Wine thereof. (Zeph. 1. 13.) 
Every Work ſhall rot and conſume 3 and the Worket 


thereof fhall 7 withal. (Ecclus. 14. 19 
But bleſſed is the Man that d: th 8 ood things in 2 


dom, and that reaſonetb of holy things by hisUnderſtanding.(V.20.) 
PRATER 


| 
b 
0 


Y RATE R I. 


God. who haſt taken away the Sting of You: and given 
me the Vifory thrg' my. Lord Feſus Chriſt ; Grant that I 
may behave my ſelf like a faithful Servant and Soldier of 
thy Kingdom, and may lay hold of all Opportunities of 
growing in Grace * 1 1 the Intereſt 
of my immortal Soul. k graciouſly upon „, 51. 
me, 0 Lord; and the more the outward Man N - oy a 
decay eth, ſtrengthen me ſo much the more conrinually, 
with thy Grace and Holy Spirit in the inner Man. Give me 
unfeigned Repentance for all the Errours of my Life paſt, 
and ſtedfaſt Faith in thy Son Jeſus, that my Sins may be 
done away by thy Mercy, and my Pardon ſealed in Hea- 
ven, before I go hence, and be no more ſeen. Grant this, 


beſeech thee, thro" the ſame Jeſus Chrift my only Lor 


and Saviour. Amen. 


PRAYER Il: 


Oo Merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
A\- who is the Reſurrection and the Life; in whom whos 
ſoever believeth, ſhall live tho he die; and ,, Neat 
whoſoever liveth and believerh in him, ſhall not- f 
die eternally; I meekly beſeech chee, O Father, to raiſe me 
from the Death of Sin unto the Life of Rigbteouſneſs; 
that when I ſhall depart this Life, I may reſt in him, as my 
Hope is all my Brethren do; and that at the General Re- 
ſurrection in the laſt Day, I may be found acceptable in 
th; fight, and receive that B eiſiig which thy well: beloved 
Son ſhall then prongunce to all that love and fear thee, ſay- 


ing, Come je bleſſed Children of my Father, receive the 


ingdom prepared for you from the Beginning of rhe 
Worid. Grant this, O merciful Fatger, thro' Jeius Chriſt 
my Mediator and Redeemer. - Amen. e 
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* ACTS 17.31. | 
He bath appointed « Day in the which be will judge the World 
in Righteouſneſs, by that Mat whom he hath ordained. 


MEDITATION. 


HOU haſt been confin'd long enough, O my Soul, 

to the Violence and Oppreſſion of rhis World, and 

haſt made. many fruitleſs Enqulties after Equity 

and ſudgment, and enter d frequent Proteſtations and Re- 
monſtrances againſt the corrupt Proceedings of a partial 
Age: But the time is now approaching, when thou ſhalt 
be no more weary'd with Complaining, and no longer fru- 
rt 38 10. ſtrated with Expectations: For verily there is 4 
f ' Reward for dhe Righteous ; —_ there is a God 
that judgeth the Earth * : The Lord is not Hack concerning bis 
Promiſe, as ſome Men count flackneſs ; Neither is his Veracity 
to be ſuſpected, or his Juſtice impeached. The Day of the 
Lord will come as 4 — — the Ny, in the which — 
Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, 

i EP — ſhall melt with ſhrew Heat: 
The Earth alſo, and the Works that are therein, ſhall be burnt 


11 


Eonflder , 


Ch. II. of the Lal Fadement. 235 
| put ehts, ye chat forget God, and loo upon the 
World as already in Flames, and crackling about your 
Ears. har meaneſt thou, O Sleeper ? Ariſe, and \ fon, 1. 6. 
ca upon thy Gad d. Unfold your Hands, ye 
 Slapgards, and be ye terribly aftoniſh'd, ye Infidels' and 
- Blaſphemers, Behold, the Fildge f andeth be-. © » 
fore the Door. He cometh, he cometh 72 the pt 26.2. 
Earth, and with Rig breouſueſi to judge the World, ? 
and the People with his Truth *, The Sammons is gone 
out to all the Ends of the Barth to appear before hir; 
Death hourly draws us in to his Tribunal, and our o n 
Conſcienes fuggeſts and dictates to us the Neceſſmy of his 
Proceedings. >? . 70 ©7101 
O chou "Tremendous God, and — Judge: 
prepare us for the Solemnity of thy Grand Appearanci! 
Enter not into Fudgment with thy" Servants; d g 12 
Lord; for in thy ſight ſhall no "Mani living le 
juſtified + Be not exact and critical in weighing our Of- 
fences, nor rigorous and auſtere in the inflicting» of Pu- 
niſhments. If thou, Lord, wilt be extream to mark whas 
done amiſs, O Lord, who maß abide it? But f pete. 431 
there is Mercy mith thee; therefore ſhalt thou ble * | 
feared f. In'thy Mercy, O Lord, we confide, and in 
hopes of a favourable Sentence, we throw our ſelves 
with all Humility and Reverence ar thy Footſtool. __ 
Tis true, our ſeoret Sins ſhall be ſet in the Light of thy 
Countenance, and all our Equivocations and Adulreries 
expos'd to the Publick View and Cenſure of Angels: 
But tis as true alſo, that our hidden Graces ſhall dart 
forth with a ſurpriſing Euſtre, and all our good Thoughts 
and Intentions paſs for Acts, and be accepted for real 
Verrues. Then ſhall the righteous Man ſtand in |, qi * f 1. 
great Boldneſs before the Face of ſuch as have f- * 
flifted him, and made no account of his Labours . The ſor- 
rowful Sighing of the Priſoners ſhall enter into the Rars of 
the Lord of Sabbarth'; and the Prayers of the Devout 
ſhall afcend like Incenſe, before the Tribunal of 
their Judge: The ſuffering for 4 good Conſcience ſhall 
be proclaimed by Angels and Arch- Angels, and the 
Alms of the Charitable ſhall ftorm Heaven; and take it 
by Violence. 5 
Part II. 22 Ic 
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It is the Misfortune of this Life, to repreſent things in 
a blended and diforderly Condition: And the Variety 
of Circumſtances may ſometimes put the moſt impartial 
Perſon under a neceiſicy of paſſing a wrong Judgment: 
For when the outward Appearance is the only Guide, 
and ſome. few Overr-Adts are the Diſcoverers of the 
Thoughts and Principles of the Heart, how is it poiſi- 
ble for a fallible Magiſtrate ro penerrate inro the In- 
tricacy and Merits of a Cauſe, and to determine upon 
che true Spring and Motive of an Action? The Clouds 
will ſoon gather and darken he Eres; and Pity or Ig. 
norance may eaſily miſ- guide the ſincere and honeſt Inten- 
tions of a credulous Fury. : 

Sometimes a Knowledge and Acquaintance with the 
Perſon accus'd, may biaſs our Aﬀections, and force ns 
to yur the moſt favourable Conſtruction upon Matter of 
Fact; ar other times, Pride and Intereſt may contra · 
dict Juſtice, and Prejudice and Partiality ſtickle hard 
for the clearing of a Villain, to the Detriment of the 
Innocent. * 

But ir is a peculiar Honour to the Laſt Judgment, 
that ir ſhall be tranſacted in Rigbteouſneſs : No Evi- 
dence ſhall be ſtifled, and no Facts perverted ; no Par- 
ty ſhall be favour'd, and no particular Perſon fingled 
encc.12. 14, OV" for Qporefſion. God ſhall bring every Wark 
2 into Judgment. with every ſecret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be bad. 6 

The Exactnels of the Proceeding is, (I confeſs) a lit 
tle Terrible to Guilty Nature: But our Support and 
Conſolation is, That our Saviour ſhall be our Judge: 
The fame Perſon ſhall call us to an Account, who has ta- 
ken our Nature upon him, and been moſt ſenfibly touch d 
and affected with our Intirmiries. | 

Let not your Hearts be troubled, nor your Courage dif- 
mayed : For He that lived with you, and inſtructed you; 
He chat lov'd you, and bought you; He that redeemed 
you, and died for you; He, He will nor eaſihy condemn 
you, nor exciude your Souls from thoſe innumerable Bene- 
fits which by his precicus Blood - ſhedding he hath obtained 


fo You. 


'Tis 
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'Tis the Infidel and Atheiſt, who have reaſon to 
tremble: Tis thoſe, who have oppoſed their God, 
and denied, their Saviour, that ſhall be ſhock'd, and 
confounded at the Appearance of their Judge, and 
that ſhall call upon the Rocks to fall upon them, and the 
N cover them from his angry and tremendous Pre- 
ence. 

Unhappy Mortals! to have erred from the Way of 
Truth, and not to have ſuffer'd the Ligbe f 
Righteouſneſs to have ſhined unto you! Un- , mor $:0 Fo 
happy Morrals ! to have wearied your ſelves 
in the Way of Wickedneſs and Deſtruftion : Tea, to have 
gone through Deſarts where there lay no Way ; and as for 
the Way of the Lord, not to have known it ! 12 22 

What is the End of your Travel, or the Fruit of 
your vicious Progreſs? What hath Pride profited you? Or 
what good hath Riches with your Vaunting brought you ? Alas! 
Riches profit not in the Day of Wratht; $ ran; . 
Neither can Titles and Quality have any 22 
Pre-eminence at the Laſt Judgment. | 

All theſe things are paſed away like a Shadow, and as 6 
Poſt that haſted by: Bur the Sting and Remorſe will 
ſurvive the Pleature, and. the ill Uſe of Honour and 
P enty will riſe up againſt you at the laſt Day and con- 
demn you. | | 
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P O E M, 


V Hen fick'ning Nature's to Confuſion hurl'd, 
And crackling Flames confume this Aged World; 
When dazling Majeſty ſhall mount on high, 

And loud Applauſes hail him thro the Sky ;, 

When Saints and Angels ſhall attend the Son, 

And place the Judge on his tremendous Throne; 

The brazen Gates of Death ſhall open fly, 

And all the drowſie Prièꝰ ners be ſer free. 


The ſtartling Duſt ſhall hear the Trumpet's Sound, 
And with new Vigour from the Grave rebound, 
Ihe ſubde Atoms, which the Winds diſperſe 
To diſtant Quarters of the Univerſe, 
In.crouding Haſte ſhall to rhe Tombs advance, 
And with due Order in their Places dance. 
The Blood thro' frozen Veins ſhall circulate, 
And joyful Pulſes regularly beat; 85 
The * — Heart repeat its wonted Toll, . 
And new-born Life in ev'ry Viſage ſmile. 


So when inclement Winter's Stormy Air 
Rifles the Beauty of the parting Year ; 
The ſmiling Verdure leaves the Mountain's Head, 
And Trees, their naked Limbs to Heaven ſpread : 
Bur when the Vernal Sun's propitious Ray 
Unthaws the Glebe, and crowns the lengrh'ning Day; 
1 he Leafy Honours of the Wood Rr ayT 
And Albion's ſpreading Oaks the craggy Hills adorn. 


Nature revives, and with her quick'ning Breath 
Peoples th' inhofpitable Realms of Death. 
Juſtice in open Air her Throne erects; 
Brings forth the Regiſter of all our acts ; i 
And 3 dubious Word, and lurking Thought in- 
Deeds. 
18 The 
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The ſecret Deeds of many A |, 1 
y courteous Time to dark Ohio caſt, 
Are now difclos'd, and the ſad ABBert walt 
Ar Heav'n's Tribunal to receive their Fate. 


The Wanton Spark, (by friendly Darkneſs led, 
To ſtain the —— of the N vial Bed ) = 
Shall ſeek in vain the Covert of the Night, | 
To ſcreen his Lewdneſs from 9 K s ſight: 

And Celia too, (for all her boaſted C ee 
For all the Rapture of her 1 tþ Arms 5 3 
Shall be tormented for her logle Deſire, 
And Love's Reward ſhall be a hotter Fire. 


Bur, above all, what muſt ye Rebels have? 

Ye Godly Rebels, who have thought ir brave, 7 

To murder Kings, and Kingdoms to enſa ve? 

As with your Brother Devils ye were join d. 

And both for Empire equally combin'd; | 

So 'tis bur juſt, ye pry enjoy their Fates 

For Goble thing A Rebellion hates 

He made, and wil _— all Earthly Potentates. 45 5 

Bur ſee the Pomp in which the Righteous riſe, 

And move triumphant rthro*the op'ning Skies. 

Like parted Friends, the Soul and Body meer; 

In fand Careſſes one another greet ; 4 

And joyfully a ſecond time unites - KA. ll 

 Th&pious: Martyr fſhews his awful Scars, WS 
And boldly triumphs inthe Church's Wars, . 

The mournful #4#dew's and the Oxphon's Cries.  - 

Are now redreſt d with univerſal ſoys z: 

And injur d Vertue re · aſcends thè Throne, 

And with freſh Garlands crowns-each ſuſf xing Sen. 


Behold th halle in heir Order inet. 
And awful. Prelates eloſing ev'ty Line a 
A brighter Crown adorns Great Ghariess Head. 
And Britain's Rebel · Sons his Preſence dreallac. 
The martyr'd Peers about their Sov'reign ſtand, | 
And Loyal Commons form a ſecond Band: 
Parr II. Q 4 Two 


LE ES 


8 » 
| * 


Two faithful Primates in the Front appear, I 5 
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(Succeſſive Glories of our Hemiſphere,) 
And Levi's zealous Sons bring up the glitt ring Rear. 
Thus the brave Subjects with their Monarch move, 
Whilſt Sergphins proclaim their Faith and Love; . 
Whi!ft Heav'n's high Courts with Acclamarions ring, 
Ang Sceprer 'd Monarchs bow co Albion $ ſuff ring King, 


O cruel Death, Thou muſt inſulr no more ; 
Thy Empire's bounded, and decay'd thy Pow; 
A proftrate Victim thou thy ſelf muſt ly, 

And Life, triumphant Life, has vanquiſh'd thee. 


The rim'rous Virgin need nor dread _ * 


Her Beauty's guarded, and ſecure her Heart 


Ihe frantic Parents need no longer fear 


Untimely Fae ſhould ſnarch their Hopeful Heir : 
Tn trembling Age want Ooura ge to withſtand. 
e feeble Efforrs of ter. fault ring Hand. 


> * a 8 . * * * * * * * © . - 4 . * * 1 | 0 
a 8 x J : ©2756 5 
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HYMN I. 


LOW ye the 7 et in Sies, and ſound an dim in wy 
holy Were, oe! 2.1.) | 
For I wil enders in the Heavens and in the Earth, 


Blood and Fire, and Pillars of Smoke." (V. 30) 
The Earth ſhall 7 uake, and the * ſoal tremble, and 


the Stars ſhall bes their ſhi Joining. ( (V 10:) 
2 8 of Heaven, and Conſtellations thereof 


Toy their Light : The — be darkened in 
th, 2 the Moon foal ner caſe , ber Light te 
a going 13-10.) 


» Toa, the Sun ſhall be aa into Ly and the Moon 
. Blood, before the yo and terrible Day of the Lord come. 


oel 2, 32.) 


' Od! 


— . 
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Ob! let all the guilty Inhabitants of the Land tremble : For 
. this Day of the Lord cometh ; for it is nigh at bend. (V. 1.) 
I Day of Darkneſi and of Gloomineſs, a Diy of Cleuds an 
of thick Darkneſs, as the Morning ſpread upen the Mountains. 
r | EO e k 

0 A 35 of Trumpet and Alarm againft the fenced Cities, and 
againſt the high Towers. (Zeph. 1. 16.) A 

\ "The Lord wil roer from Zion, and utter his Voice from Feru- 
ſalem. (Am. 1.2.) LT G g et n 
For behold, the Lord cometh forth out of his place, and wil 
come down, and tread upon the high Places of the Earth, (Me: 


N 
Sd the Mountains ſhall be molten under him, and the Val. 

: leys ſhall be cleft : As Wax before the Fire, and as the Waters 
that are poured down a ſteep Place. (V. 4.) | 
The Earth ſhall reſtore thoſe that are r ber, and ſo fall 
the Duſt thoſe that dwell in Silence, and the ſecret Hlaces ſhall 
Leliver thoſe Souls that were committed unto them. (2 Eſdr. 7. 


32.) 

And the Moſt High ſhall appear upon the Seat of Judgment, 
and Miſery ſhall paſs away, and the Long ſuffering [ball hav: 
an end. (V. 33.) ; ing at hs, 
© But Judgment ſhall remain, Truth ſhall ſtand, and Faith 
ſpall wax ſtrong. (V. 34.) * 
And the Werk ſpall follow, and the Reward ſpall be ſpewed 


and the geod. Deeds ſhall be of farce, and wicked Deed: ſhal 


bear no rule. (V. 35-) 


* 


HYMN II. 


NT thou not the Glory of a Sinner: For thou knoweſt not. 
what ſhall be his End. -(Ecclus: 9. 11.) 2 
Surely God will not do wickedly, neither will the Almighty 
pervert Fudgment, (Job 34.12.) . 3 
Fr the Work of a Man ſhall he , render unto him, and cauſe 
every Man to find according to his Ways. (V. 11.) | 
For his Eyes are upon the Ways of Man, and be ſeeth all 
bis Goings, (V. 13.) 


There 
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| There is. no. Darkneſs, nar Shad of Death, wherein the 
Workers of Iniguity may. hide themſehyes. ( V. 22.) 

The Wicked is reſerved to the Day o Defra onde ſent 

be * forth to the Day of Wrath. 82 \ 

ngod!y ſhall not be able to ſtand in 920 gmene, nei. 

2 * Naas in the Cengregatian of the Nele. 
; 

The Lord ſhall endure for ever > He hath alſo prepared bis 
Seat for Judgment, (Pl. 9. 7.) 

The Lord, even the maſt mighty God, bach ſpoken, and 
called the World, from the riſing up of the Sun, unto the 
going down of the ſame. (Pl. 50.1) 

. There went 4 Smokg ous in hi: Preſence, and 4 
ming e of his Mouth, fo thar Coals were kind a 
at. (Pl. 1 
Fe bowed the Heavens alſo ad came down, and ee 

1 4 7 foi 

e ec eum, 1 He came us 
an. (V, 10 in 

pe 4 
2 G ſhall come 2 * ' ral not keep ſilence : 

[ Ba arty oi uning Fire, and « mighty Tem- 
I) all be Marel ap round a out him. (Pl. 50. 3) 
. He ſhall call the Heaven from above, and he Earth that 
be may 7 his People, ( V. 4.) | 

Gather my Saints f row unto. me, thoſe that have wade 
Covenant with me with Sacrifice. (V. 5. 

And the Wadens ſhall declare MN Nele fal: For God 
1: Fudge himſelf. (V. 6.) 


PRAYER 
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P RATE R I. 


O Lord Jeſu Chriſt, who ar thy firſt Coming didſt ſend 
— thy Meſſenger to prepare thy Way before , „ 44, 
thee; gram that the Miniſters and Stewards — 
of thy Myſteries, may likewiſe ſo prepare and make rea- 
dy thy Way, by eg Hearts of the Diſobediear to 
the Wiſdom of the Juſt, that at thy Second Coming to 
judge the World, we may be found an acceptable Feople 
in thy Sight, who liveſt and reigneſt with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, ever one God, World without End. Amen. 


= — 4 


PRAYE R II. 


* 


* * 


Aa and Ming God, I humbly beſeech thy 
1 Maje at as thy on orren Son : 

was orefonted in the Temple in the Subſtance r 1＋ 
of my Fleſh; ſo I may be preſented unto "TER 
thee ar the Laſt Judgment, with a pure and clean Heart, 
by the ſame thy Son Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. | 


., 


CHAP. 


— 
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'CHA P. III. 
Of HELL. 


_ | PROV. 15. 24 


The Ha of Life it above to the Wiſe, that be may depart from 
REPS: tha Hell beneath. \ 


* 


MEDITATION. 


S often as I reflect upon a Future Stare, I am 

A ſeized with a ſtrange Tremor and Confuſion, and 
Eo am apt to be ſuſpicious and diffident how the Pro- 

miſes and Threatenings of Scripture. may be applicable to 
my own particular Caſe. 

Ihe ftrict Juſtice of God awes and intimidates me on 
the one hand, and my own. Sins flaſh Hell-Flames in my 
Face on the other. My Ingratitude ro my Maker aggra- 
vares my Condemnation, and the Perplexiry of Ac- 
counts makes me fhrink at the Preſence of my Judge. 
Go, ye Curſed, is a ſhocking Sentence ; the Burning Lake 
and Rivers of Brimſtone, are what I read with Terror, and 
almoſt think of wich Deſpair. 

But be not ſo exceeding heavy, O my Soul; Be not ſo 
diſquieted within me. Mercy is more extenfive than 
Vengeance, and God's Promiſes are as refreſhing as his 
IThreatenings are terrible. True and fincere Repentance 
can never come too late; neither can any Man be 
Reprobated, or Damned, but by his own Choice, and 
his own Actions, 


Look 


ö 


Look back, O my Soul, upon the Subjects of thy for- 
mer Contemplations, and take a Review of thoſe Supports 
which have been propoſed to Thee in this tranſitory Life.: 
And then thy Hepe, will be more animated, as thou ap- 
proacheſt nearer to thy Journey's End, and thy Faith vill 
learn how to diſtinguiſh between the Curſe and the Bleſ- 
a fog, and to aflign each of chem to the Perſons who moſt 
delerve it. l ILL ISR: > 4 
Hlaſt thou not à God to deal with, who is of a kind aud 
forgiving Nature? Slow ro Anger, Patient under Provoca- 
tions, Generous in his Favours, Plenteous in His Mercy, and 
mild in bis Diſpenſation: ? He will not always be Chiding, nei- 
ther keepeth he bis Anger for eve. ox» bs 
In the midſt of Judgment be thinks upon Mercy ; and never 
ſo much as puniſhes the Body, but with a kind Intention of 
ſaving the Soul. O Iſrael, thy Deſtruttion is from yo 1375 
thy ſelf *: There is no Blame to be laid roche  _ 
Imperious Will of thy Lord; bur the ſole. Cauſe of thy 
Ruin is from thy own. Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs. God 
made not Death, neither hath he Pleaſure inn 
the Deſtruction f the Living; but ungodly Men ow id. 2. 43, 
with their Works and Words called it to them f. 
Death is the Wages of Original Sin, and Hell ſhall be the Pu- 
niſhment of rhy many actual and repeated Diſobediences. 
Repent and Thou ſhalt be ſaved ; be not a Devil in thy Life, 
and the Torments of the Damned ſhall never ſeize thee ar 
thy Death. | 
Who is He, that deſcended into Hell, and triumph'd over 

the Powers and Principalities of Darkneſſ? Who is He, that 
bound the great Apoſtate® in Chains, and deliver'd the 
Prey from the Jaws and Clutches of Eternal Death; II. 
the Lord, our Righteouſneſs ; Tis the Advocate. with the Fa- 
ther, who is the Propitiation for our Sins ; and not gb e, 
for our Sins only, but alſo for the Sins of the whole * Jod. 2.3. 
World +. He has depoſited his own Life as an Equivalent 
for the Forfeirures of all Mankind, and is riſen rtrium- 
phantly from the Dead to bring us a Releaſe from our 
former Sins, as well as a freſh Grant of future Happineſs, 
He is ſeared at the Right Hand of the Father, to regulate 
and order the Affairs of his Church, and to invite his Ser- 
vants to his Celeſtial Kingdom upon the Eaſie Terms of E. 
vangelical Obedience. Who 
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Abe now ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of God's Elf ? 
Ir is God that juſtiſietb. Who is be that condemneth ? Ft is 
*fom:$.332,24. brit thut died, yea, rather, that is is riſen 2. 
gin, and Maketh Interceſſion for us *. Stand 
upon thy Birch. right, O Chriſtian, and defend thine” Inhe- 
-rirance againſt any farther Encroachments of Hell and Sa. 
tan. There is now no Condemnation to chem which are in Chriſt 
þ ver. 1. Jeſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the 
Eng Bits = 1. The Bitterneſs of ' Death is overpaſſed, 
and the Torments of the Damned are eafily ro be a- 
There are freſh Privileges and Immunities confien'd to 
the Faithful, and ample Satisfaction is given to the moſt 
ri gorous Demands of Wrath and Vengeance. O! 'Thenks 
de to Thee, thou Propitious and Iadulgent Father! Thayks 
be to Thee, O thou Triumphant and Meritorious Redeem- 
er! Thanks be to Thee, who haſt /oeſed the Pains f Hell, 
1 Hebr. 2 14, 4 through Death, deſtroyed bim that bad the 
» . "Power of Dedth, that is, the Devil \| ! Thanks be 
to Thee, who by not leaving thy Son in Hell, nor fuffer- 
ing thy Hoh Oue to ſee Corruption, haſt given cient 
„Security to all rhoſe who belong to Chriſt, of never 
coming under the Power of Satan, or ſuffering in the 
Flamer prepared for the Devil and bis Angels. 


EARS , MN 
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A Parapbraſe upon Part of the Thirty third Chapter o 
Is ALA u, for Verſe 10, 10 Verſe * i 


8 and Shame o'er Nature's Face is ſpread, * 
And all her ancient Gatery lies dead. TH 
The lofry Cedars leave their Lebanon, + ++ . 

And fruirful Sharox ro: à Deſart turns. 

No ſpreading Folds the flow'ry Carmel crop, 

Nor yellow Harveſt waves on Baſhan's Top. 


ITI fit no fili, th Almighry cries, 
Pow'r ſhall thunder, and my Vengeance-riſe ; 

The Vales ſhall tremble, and the Mountains nod, 

And all th' aſtoniſh'd World confeſs an angry God. 


Like Heaps of Chaff, ye vain Conceptions frame, 
And lay your Schemes, like Stubble to the Flame: 
Your own deſtructive Breath the Pile ſhall fire, 
And all your ſubtle Politics expire. 


Your daring Hoſt into the Furnace caſt, 
Shall burn like Lime, and like its Smoke ſhall waft : 
Like the dry Thorns your crackling Honours blaze, 
And injur'd Nations on your Ruins gaze. 


And Salem's Sons my direful Judgments fear; 
Record my Wonders, and my Arm revere. 

Th' audacious Sinner hangs his guilry Head, 
And the fly Hypocrite's ſurpriz'd with Dread. 
Who can his Arms againſt th* Almighty bend? 
And where's the Hero that can now contend ? 


Whar I have done, ye diſtant People hes, 2 


No 
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No Strength can grapple with devouring Fire, 
Nor dwell in Flames which never will expire. 
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see esche . 
"I AT M N. E. 


TF1 "ie wa: hed ar) Fang, or if my Foo bath haſted to 
Deceit «(Job 31.5.) 
If I forbear to deliver them that were 5 unte Death, 
and thoſe that ave reedy.to be ſlain: (Prov. 24. 11: ) 
Doeh not be that pondererb the Heart conſider it ? 4 be 
that krepeth che Sul, doth not he Now it ? (V. 12.) 
Doth not God ſee thy Mot, and count ail thy Steps ? (Fob 
1.4.) 
F 40 ſhall not He render to every Man ace-rding his Work, 
£»d rewæ d the Proud after their deſerving 2 (Prov. 24. 12.) 
I: not Deſtructiin to the N And a ſtrange Puniſhment 
te the VPrkers of Iniquity : Job 313.) 
For God will break in pieces the mighty Men without Num- 
ber, and ſet Grbers in their Stead. (C. 34.24) 
He will cauſe the Arrogancy of the Proud to ceaſe, and will 
ly low the Haug hrineſf of tbe Terrible. (If. 13. 11.) 
For the Day of the Lord of H. ft ſhall be upon every one that 
is yu and lofty and upon every one that is lifted up, and be 
ail be brought low. (C. 2. 12.) 
"And upon ail rhe Cedars of Lebanen that are bigh and lifred 
up, and upon all the Oaks of —— (V. 13.) 
And upon all the bigh Mountains, and d upon all the Hill that 
ere lifted up. (V. 14.) 
And upon every bigh Tower, and upon every fenced Wall, 
(V. 15.) ; 
and the Loefrineſ of Man ſhall be bowed down, and the 
Heughtineſs of Men ſhall be made low: And the Lord alone 
foal! be exalted in that Day. (V. 17.) 
T..erefore fhall all Hands be faint, and every Man's Hear 


fall melt. (C. 13. 7.) 
Pangs 


ch. H. Of ELL ugg 
Nr and Ferrum g e 


1 ben 
Pain as 4 \Womnan'th: 1 e Ine 


at ant > thbie Racer A Jt by af ome. OY 8): 2087 ” iq 


kak 2 WY WH Anal CM) * 4 [TY N N vo 
* CY 9 9 * miu n Jad. ln ben 
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Ebold, t rr Lo Lord. ler with K „and with his Ch 
B=u: hrs wht obs 557 Tags 3 oj. 
ot, with 2 of Fire. (Iſa. 66. 15 


a, 0 Br nib oor oe te L pe wit al 


Behold, it is written before me, I will not keep Silence, but 
wil r even recompence into their Bo om, (C, 4 $5, 6 


Hts, nd Tha 1 1 7 i | 


2 5 2 


To Ph Bug SES. 


It ſhall not be ads Night vor 80 * Smoke thre 
ſhall go up for ever : From Generation to Generation it 7 lie 


5 pri _—_— 


waſte, none ſhall paſs through it for ever and ever. (V. 11.) 
O, ye that love the Lord, ſee that ye hate the thing that is 
Evil. The Lord preſerveth the Souls of his Saints; He ſhall 

—_— 1 from — Hand of the Ungodly. (Pl. 97. * ) , 
e Lord is Ken the Earth may be glad thereof: Tea, the 


— et bee, V 
Clouds and Darkneſs are round about him; : Riphreouſueſe « and 


Judgment are the Habitation of his Scat. (V. 3. 

There ſhall go before him 4 Fire, and burn up his Enemies 
on every Side. NV. 3) 

His Lightnings gave ſhine unto the World : The Earth ſaw 
it, and was afraid. (V. 4) 


* A NAS 
Parr IT. R The 
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be Hills melted. like Wax 4 Lreſence the Lord, at 
the Preſence of the Lard of rhe wha — 

Heavens. have declared his Ates, — al the 
* — e bis Gy _ w ſhip Careed * 
Kr t wor es, 
and that delight 2 vain * e „ all ye Gods. 


(V. 7.) 


4E 1. 


Otis, hg Fate 


ve the ſame good 


thy. eyecatiing 25 an, and inherit the. ngdom 
prepared for the Fairhful from' the Foundation of the 
World, by Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. * 


. ; * — that dar bach cheſe Dilpenſarions | 


r . "HF OR . ns; 1 


Ch. IV. Of HELL. _ 


P R ATE R I. 


O Wieded Lord, the Farker of Mercies, arid the God 
8 Xa — ; — thee, 3 down iu 
ity an m n u rvant, who is 
amazed and overwhelined Wld ths Thipdghts "no 
of thy Approaching Vengeance. Thou writeft bitter 
things againſt me, and makeſt me to poſſeſs my for- 
mer Iniquities; Thy Wrath liech hard upon me, and 
my Soul is full of Trouble: But, O Merciful God, 
who haſt written thy Holy Word for our Learning, that | 
we thro' Patience and Comfort of thy Hoty Scriptures | 
| 


might have Hope; Give me a right Underſtanding of | 

thy Law, and a juſt Notion of thine infinire Power and 

Goodnels, that I may neither caſt away my Confidence in 

thee, nor place it any where but in thee. Give me 

Strength againſt all my Temprations, and heal all my Di- 

ſtempers. Break not the bruĩiſed Reed, nor quench the 1 
ſmoking Flax. Shut nor up thy tender Mercies in Diſ- | 
pleaſure z But mike me to hear of Joy and Gladneſs, that | 
the Bones which thou haſt broken may rejoice. Deliver 

me from fear of the Enemy, and lift up the Light of thy 

Counrenance upon me, and give me Peace, rhro' the Me- 

rits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


Part II. ' | | R widen 3 1n'f uy _ CHAP; 


252 The, Revo! Sex. Book VI. 


/ 


SEN CO CO IE DUES DPOSRSDOGREPRS EEE ORG PR SDORRIZOR 
See 


33 9 — — _ "4 „ 
e Dos CMA 0. J bene 4 71 
0 9 1 7 e © 4 / Y * rene 8 = Sa * * 
4 1.990 4 9 622 5225150 PIE 140 — 25 
* © » > l of _ . "i —_— FAY ' <4 
0 yr 846 ZE: Do inc orcs, 
, Y : #%, 4 * 1 
e. 1 } A „ 10 e EE 
” g © * d A * . 
1 T; ' ; N & y « ; ? 1 {iD "4 9 «1 44 2% 4 7 y 1 
bs. . 648 ; 1 * Cn 
— I th. * AS 4 # — de TYP 4 — 
+= WM © . * % 
* 3 . f =; JEU 174 ! , s 2A: en * i 
d , = e 
5 ; 2 
4 


h * £ ' 4 , 1 COR. 2. 9. * 1 el Le. 
5 ee) | * 1% Nt Fri 331297 IN i DOGY 
He hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard; neither buve entred 
into the Heart of Man, the Things which God hath prepar 70 
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"VV HOU art now in a great meaſure. paſed, O my 
; © Soul, through the Stormy and. Tumalryous Sea of 
Human Life; and haſt been ſufficiently caution d 
againſt the Rocks and Shelves, of everlaſting. Ship-wreck 
and Perdirion. Behold, the Winds begin to ceaſe, and the 
Sun to riſe; and thou canſt lift up thine Eyes to the Pro- 
mit d Land, and diſcover the Port whither thou wouldſt go. 
Heaven, O my Soul, is thy Native Countrey, and the 
:efſed Inhabitants are thy Relations and Acquaintance. 
As thy Original is from God, ſo thy ſole Delight ſhould be 
in the Imitation of the Divine Perfections, and the End 
of thy Longings and Deſires, to reſide and co-habir with 


— 


the Fountain of Happinels. 
Lord! How I love thy Celeſtial Habitation, and the Place 


where thine Honour dwelleth ! Oh! Let the Eye of Faith ſur- 
vey this raviſhing Proſpect, whilſt my Fleſhly Fer ſti 

faſt in Mire and Clay! Let my Thoughts lift up the Vail e 
the Sanctuary, and pry into the Beauty of the Holy of Holies, 
whilſt my Body is darkned with Infirmities, and confined 


to the Outer- Courts of the Temple 
What 


- +9 . th. 


0 
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| 
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j 
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at rayiſhing, Idea's does, the Scripture raife in my 
Würd e 4 New Heaven, and 6 New' Earth, 
where Gad pe away alt ' Tears from our i 0 Red.24.x 4 
Eyes, and. nw day pars Death, neither, 
Sorrow, nar, Crying, neither ſhall nere be any more Paix: For 
the former things are paſſed gmay *! 

How am I ſtartled at the. Holy Cir, the New: le. 
lem coming down from God, prepared as 4 e va. 1% 
adorned for her, Huiband + 2. how dazled ar *. 
my Eyes with her Walls of -Faſper, and her — of Peart > 
And ay flow vy Soul 2 One, her — in the pure 

wer of Hater of Life, clear as C — ling our of the 

one of Gad, and of the. Lamb 2 

„Methinks, cheſe Deſcriptions — 1 a wy che Body; 

rap me "os the. thind \Heavens.... 1. ſeem; I ſeem by 
ele warm Conceptions, to anticipate my approaching 
166 and to be plac'd in the Streets 1of pure 485 bf oY 
Jars wi phire, and Tpax. a Emerald, aa 
end under my Feet ; and to taſte already of the 
ng Fruits of the Tree of Liſe, which is 1 105277 
W of te adiſe of Gt. g: 
— Tar for me toſhe here.: Tis pleaſant ro 
ell wich Affluence and Splendor, and ro ſurveꝝ the Sit: 
ation ad Building of the New Feruſalem. Wharever Ide- 
Mapnificence, the Contemplation of ſen- 
Gble ee raiſe in my Miod, they are only the 
Part fte and. e Reſemblances of this tranſcendent 


lace. e Cottages, Courts are Dunghils, and all 
Earthly much are but uhapoliſh'd Draughts, in ref pet 

of nemo bugs bizations nos made Or. enten the 

— 9590 160 7195 07 


When fu conll ler, that Tha is the Workmanclip of Om. 
bipo: ence, the Reſidence of Eternal Majeſty, and the E. 
miuence and Perfection of. all Happineis; Reaſon muſt 
ſuggeſt to me, (tho Revelation were ſitent) chat it is far 
more glorious and taking, than an thing which this World; 
in all its, Splendor and Gayety, affords. For I cannot but 
believe, that the Divine Architect: ſhould be more th in or- 
dinarily euriqus in framing his own Court, and chuſe out 
the pleaſanteſt Part of the Creation for the re of his 
more. edle and * Abode. 

Part II. R 3 But 
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174 The De vout Soul. Book VI. 
hut yet alas! alas! How am I baffled and confounded, 
awhen I would offer at any perfect and adequate Deſcripti- 
on of the. Beauty and Excellency of Paradiſe ? How tri- 
fling and empty are all the Flowers of Rheroric, when they 
mould. adorn this Subject? And how flat and low are the 
Images of Poetry, when they ſhould enter into the Preſence 
of God, and deſcribe the Fulneſs of Fog at his Rigbt Hand, and 
the Rivers of Pleaſure for evermore > 

For evermore ! O vaſt Eternity, how l ſingle J. 
dea overſpread my Soul, and non- plus all my Faculties 
Swallow up my Thoughts, and confound my Imagination! 
For evermore! O immortal State of Joy, which ſhall be al- 
ways gay and brisk, alwavs freſh and vigorons! For ever- 
mere! O unechauſted Magazine of Happineſs, which after 
ren thouſend times ten thouſand of Ages are expir'd, ſhall be 
continually beginning, and never ending 

I: ſtrikes a — upon Earthly Happineſs, and diſturbs 

us in the Height of our Mirth and Jollity, ro conſider that all 
theſe things are but of a very ſhort Continuance, and when 
once a few Minutes are palſs'd over our Heads, rhe Scenes 
ſhall be ſhifted, and the many dark and oomy Days of 
Sorrow ſhall enſue : Nut in another State, fuch di{mal Ap- 
benſions vanith, and a Man perceives and knows bis 
 Happinels, and is ſecure of Thar and his own Duration to 

all Eternity. p-. 2 | * 2 2 

Whereas the Mind, in bu World, is no more farisfied 
with Knowledge, than the Eye is with ſceing 3 but is always * 
cramp'd in her Enquiries, ed in her Proſpect, and 
baulk'd in her Experiments: She ſhall proceed, in another, 
by che Maxims of Certainty and Demonſtration; be en- 
rerrain'd with Objects ſuirable ro her Nature, and have all 
her Powers and Faculties ſo refin'd and enlarg'd, as to take 
in the whole Extent of their Beauty and Perfection. No 
Ignorance ſhall cloud the Underftendins, no Vice difturb 
the Nil, nor any ſenſe of Guilt diſtract the Conſcience. The 
whole Man ſhall be rapt up in unſpeakable Joy and De- 
light. without any Mixture of Vanity and Vexation of Spi- 
rit, without any croſs Accidents or imbittering Circum- 
ſtances. ro alloy his Happinefs, or fatigue his Apperires, 
He thall.be always freſh at his Enjoyments, and unwea- 
ried in his Contemplations of the Divine Nature. Forhing 


| chIV. of HEAVEN us 


. but Love ſhall poſſeſs bu Soul, nothing bur Gratirude em- 
7 ploy his Tongue, No Cares ſhall diſtract his Thoughts, 
y and no Paſſions ruffle bis Mind: No Temptation“ ſhall ſe- 
6 duce him from his Duty, and no Fears or Jealouſies intrude 
* upon his Happineſs | X | 

d Lord ! When ſhall 1 ah up 'after thy Likeneſs, and be 


fatisfied with it * > When ſhall I ſee thee Face «pe ,,;,. 
I 
and purg _ the Dregs ion, 
be rransform'd 1 thy Divine Image, and made equal 2 
the Angels of Heaven, in Glory and Immortality p Riſe 
up, my Love, my fair One, come away. © For lo! "hs 
Winter % paſt, the Rain is over and gone. The Flowers > of 
ar on the Earth ; The rims of ſtring of Birds is come, and t 
my Love, my fair One, and come away . How C2 11,1213. 
fair is thy Love, my Siſter, my Spouſe! How much | © 
better thy Love than Wine, and the ſmell of + C. . 
thine Ointments, than all Spices? | h 
Lord! Let me ſolace my ſelf, in the Days of my wea- 
riſome Pilgrimage, with this Divine and Raviſhing Love: 
And do thou enflame my froten Heart with the Viſions of 
Bliſs, and the ſweerneſs of a''Glonfy'd Feſus. Honour me 
with the Converſation of Saint and Angels, and enroll my 
Name amongſt the Spirits of juſt Men made perfet! Admit 
me to the Embraces of my departed Friends, and unite 
= 2 thy ſelf in the Everlaſting Bonds of Purity and Hor 
ne "a 34 1 m | [V<} 2 
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Willing to bxeathe . PUFET Air; * ) 1112451! N. | 
| And as her. en me purſnes, e bins 610th 
The Wonders of, th ftherial Realm ſhe News? ach: di r 
Sh ſees vaſt Magazines of Rain, 
Which Solar Beams draw from che gluned Ear, 
To throw.upon her parched Face again. 
And quicken feeble Nature's Birth  -. 
She ſees where Weſtern Breezes blow, 
And how the fiercer Northern Gale 
Brin ngs down the hov'ring Sheets of Fleecy Snow. 
blue ſees big Clouds in ther ſail, 
As Ships do thro' the watry Main; 
And deatsthparfe: Thunder, in theit Bowels pent, 


Bluſter and rage at its Impriſonment. 


III. 
At laſt with eager Steps ſh' arrives 
At the bright Palace Gate, 
LY Where God Erernal lives EPR 
In bigfHMagniſicence and coſtly State. 272 
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The Palace · Gate, Wen 
Was guarded by a flaming ing Chr and 


Upo n its Golden Hi s open. Hli les, ) 26 3170 ** 2 ++ een 
And Heav'n's full. (Fre. View dilplays,.- : er 


rag) is 5 Alle kl gt; TT. 


ol V. in 3 n 
My Soul in protrai ; ion fell, O eck dr 
Fearing, eln me bara ech d oT 
To aim at eay'n before her tima, 
As would ire pes o che loweſt Hell. 4250 Ni 
Whil embling ſeiz d her beating le, 0 


And a chill Horror ran thro! Nen 0 7 ve] 
b-Avgel's Voice cry, Ver., 


She heard th 2 

Wipe off all Tears from thy; . er ta! 7 

Theſe are the Regions hams al Joy, © nw 0 
Where cloudy Sarraw aph.no: af, 5 baia 

Nor Pitchy Fogs obſcure Eternal Dart. 
Here Seraphs elap their heamy Wiag, „ Þak 
And the — 5 — Anthem xi — | 

Thro' all th Appartments of che dle Abels T 

For Joy the Prodigal's returned t his God. 

Envy and Pain are Strangers here; 

The bleſt Inhabitants are free from Care $317 „74 

They dread no Danger, know no Fear. 

All this is baniſh'd from theſe Realms of Lig 


'To yonder dark an of endleſs Night. ot n eg, 


1 4 


My Soul her Courage re · aſſumes at in: 
And boldly enters the Pri Courts of Ait. 
Here ſhe ſaw God erected on his Throne; 

Bur with ſuch Glory, ſuch Renown; 
With ſuch tranſcendent Happinels, 
As are too high for Metaphor t expreſs 
In ah the ITY e of mg Verſs... 


VI. C : > 264 +436 If + * * 
about the Throne of Majeſty, 
Officicus Angels and Arch-Angels ſtand, 
And all the Heay n Hi'rarchy, - * 
To execute their Sov'reign — — 


a ry 
(it 2 # wb 


258 The Devout Saul. Book VI. 
| Theſe are the Servants He employs | 
Upon important Embaſſies : 
Some He ſends our as Guardians to the Juſt, 
To ſcreen em from inſulting Tyrants Luft; 
I ob fave the Harmleſs, free th Opyreſe'd ; z 
To hear th' afflicted Widow's Cries 3 "Seq 
Redreſs the 's Injuries; - 3 
To be the wand'ring Trav'Ver's Guide; 
And for the render Babe provide, 
Whilſt he hangs helpleſs on his Mother's Breaſt, 
Others, with Fire and Sword in Hand, 
Lay Kingdoms waſte, and ravage oer be Land, 
Orbers, with Peſtilenrial Brearh, 
Scatter Infection thro' the ſinful Earth. 
Others, to curb our Luxuries, 
. Reſtrain the Bouaty of che Skies; 
Seal up the Magazines of all the Land, 
And with a barren and abortive Hand 
Finder prolific Nature's Birth, | 
bs. 0 bring Ran Famine on the Earth. 


20 vn. | | . 
At the Right Hand of God on High, * 
The ſuff ring Conqu'ror ſate 
In a triumphant Chair of State: 
Refulgent Beams of Maje jeſty 
His chearful Countenance noms, 
And Heav'n's wide Courts with his phaſes Phe. 
A Scarlet Robe his Royal Limbs enfold, 
A Scarlet Robe, which was of old 
Dipp'd in the ſacred Tide 
Which iſſu d from his pierced Side, 
In kind Requital hides the gapin Wound. | 
Before his Face the Angels 
Before his Face thick Clouds he? 3 
Thick Clouds of Incenſe and of Praiſe, 
Which come from loaden Shrines _ 


VIII. 


Here was the Court of grand Requeſt , : 
Where meek Devotion fitly plac's, 


ch. IV. Of HE AF BN. 

© Upon her bended Knees preſents 
The humble Suits of ſuff'ring Saints; 

And thro' the Mediavor's Wounds: ad Ya ooh ae, 

An eaſie Paſſage to his Father's Mind. „ 


My Soul, u theſe ious om Sigh inten 
: Eternal Ages eſe gr have ſpent; J 
The more ſhe 2 the more he Rill admir'd, th 
Wich freſh ſucceding Joys ſtill fir'd;' ' - © 
Ar laſt, u rhe Chryſtal Battlement d 
Qf Hea v'n's high Tow'r ſhe went; 
And _ _ —— a 8 Eye 
U is wret Earth, 
| * poor deluded TR | 
Whom ſhe ſaw trudging on 
In dang'rous Paths — ag a? 
And eager in the Chaſe of his own Miſery. 


X. 


O 1 God, who dwell'ſt above, 
And rul'ſt the peaceful Realms of Love; ; 
Ler me anticipare my Bliſs 
In ſuch ſweer Exrafie as this. 
Still urwards let the ſoaring Spirit go 
Whiift the dull Part's confin'd below. 
Ler me ſurvey a future Stare, 
And hidden Myfteries on Varian relate, 
To fire Men's bor ins Souls with Heav 'nly Hear. 
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ed af toffed wth 92 5 end ugh e, 
d I vil thy: Stones Colours, 40 day t 
Foundations with dapbires. (I. 5.4- 1250 bet” 7 "4 42 1, 


And I will make thy. Windows of and t 5 
Carbuncles, and all ehy orders of 4 7 — 2 Ek 2.) 

And all thy Grd, 177 — ta 1 . and ęreat 
ſhall be the Peace of thy Chilgy, 


The Lord ſhall reward thee after th 5 £005 I > 4c- 
cording to the 2 of #hy Hangs, AY be recompence oy. 


(F. 18. 20.) 
Thou ackedft of bim Le, and War rhe labs T 59A 
ever and ever. (Pl. 21. 4+) 
He foal bt thee ever Fel 5 end webe thee 20 with 
the Foy of Countenance. - 6 
O ye that love the Lord, ſee that, x e e bate che thin ith is 
evil : The Lord preſerveth the Souls 4 147 150 he 2 liver 


them from the he Le Foe 97 
There ñ fprung ug 4 Li HA ighteous, 22 Jorful Glad. 


bo h t 
e i the the Lord 5 Keke 25 . Thanks for a R. 


For be 66 12 down 24 — 175 to Fetch + you, and ſhat 
take you h of many Waters.. (Pl. 18. 16.) 
He ſhall deliver you from your ſtrongeſt Enemies, and from 


them that hate you, when they are too mighty for you. (V. 17.) 
Hie ſhall bring you ferth into 4 Place of Liberty: He ſhall 


birne e eee Favour unto you. (V. 19 
or his Grace and Mercy is With his Samts, and He hath 2 


hett unto his Choſen, (Wild. 4. 15.) 
The Righteous ſhall live for evermore : Their Reward alſo is 


with the Lord, and the Care of them # with the moſt High. 
= EY: 9 
| wen 2 
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„ Therefore ſpall They. fee . gh,ꝗĩ Y - 224.4 Arr. 
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Beute ty | Servant ſhall eat, i bur ! be bunt? 
a * Serves ſe al L rink, but Ye, : Ae 1b 


mT fe 
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22 ng for fox” of Heft but . 
bw of. Heart, and fl howt for fert n N Ne, 


For if thou doſt vell, ſbal thou nor be accepted ? But if tboa 
doſt not well, fin li — 75 Door, 8 zem 40%.) 


For the Son 5 of 5 come in the ary. of hu Father, 


A W rin . * He or 
inet Arrows 4 the Perſecute. ot 
hat profit, be.” my is it unto us, if there p* romis 4 1 a12 . 
Immortal Time, whereas we have done the Works that bring 
Death ? (2 Eſd. 7. 49.) 

And there is promis'd us an everlaſting tape if « our ſelves 
being moſt wicked, are made vain ? (V. 50.) 

What profit is it, that there are laid u 9 for us —_— of 
Health, whereas we have lived w F 

And that the Faces of them which have 22 ftzmencs, ſbal ſoall 
ſhine above the Stars, whereas our Faces ſhall be blacker than 
Darkneſs ? (V. 55.) 

preſumpruous Man ! Beware of Murmurings, nor revile 

the Proceedings of a merciful God. (Wiſd. 1. 11.) 

Seek not Death in the Error of thy Life, and pull not upon 
thy ſelf Deſtruction 7 the Worky, of thy Hauds. (V. 12.) 

God hath ſhewed thee the Path o Life and inſtructed 
thee in the pleaſant Ways of Salvation. (Pſ. 16. 2.) 
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who declareſt thy Ar ee Power moſt chiehy 


1 Mercy and 


bur. me ſuch a 1 0 f thy Grace, 
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prices mee my 2 Thanks, O my 
and prop ring a Place for thy Elect 
2 And 1 eech thee ſo to guide me, 
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my Lord. Amen 
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rhe 2 of thy Setvants, in my Journey towards 
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Canan, thav none of the rrifling Vaniti 
this barren and Qoubleſome Wildernef, may retard my 
| Progreſs, or hinder me from the Fruition of a Crown ef | 
| 2 e Amen. ado 
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